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Aloha Regent members, my name is Paul Takehiro. I am against building the TMT at its current projected location. I
think the scientific and financial resource provided from the project can be beneficial for Hawaii. I do not think it should
be at the expense of continued misuse of sacred space.

You are all aware of the debates so I cannot waste your or my time trying to justify spiritual rights of native Hawaiians.
We either have them or not.

I will briefly summarize my perspective. My mana'o comes from participating in ritual that occur on specific times such
as solstice and equinox. In true spiritual form, sacred ritual needs no advertising. One does so for spiritual experience
much as Christians experience an "Epiphany" with visits to the "Holy Land" some Hawaiians such as myself have
experienced a "peak experience" (see Maslow's hierarchy of needs) during ritual on Mauna Kea which is the Hawaiian
"Holy Land". Please respect us and our beliefs that bridge us to our ancestors.

Some say that the ancestors can speak for themselves. I say they do. They speak when we go to visit them. When
one goes there with openness you will feel and hear them. Our ancestors have spoken. While we echo the sacred, it
has fallen on deaf ears, eyes that cannot see, and hearts that do not feel. Go to Mauna Kea before the sunrise
tomorrow the 18th as it is a new moon and time to create new beginnings. Go with an open mind and heart, see what
happens.

Open a dialog about a new location. You may find it could lead to a win-win situation.

Mahalo,
Paul Takehiro
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