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To: bor@hawaii.edu

Dear Board of Regents,

If you check Hawaiian history the Hawaiian Kings were very interested in astronomy. King Kuhio purchased a large
and beautiful state-of-the-art brass telescope to gather important data on the transit of Venus across the sun, an event
that helped to determine the size of our solar system. The site for the new Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) is on land
that the State leases to UH. The site in particular has been scoured by a glacier and it is bare rock, with no plants or
animals to speak of and no ancient artifacts either. So it isn't the site of a Heiau or ancient temple.  A small group of
vocal Hawaiian's argues that the whole mountain is sacred. I agree with that point actually. It is a beautiful place, but a
telescope is like a temple in a real sense. It's function is to answer the questions of where we came from and where
the universe came from and are there other planets that can harbor life, etc. These are spiritual questions. The TMT
telescope will provide good jobs that will help the local economy across the board. The TMT and astronomy in general
is also a very clean activity. A telescope is not an industry, it is a quiet instrument with which we can contemplate the
heavens.  The TMT keeps Hawaii at the forefront of Earth-based astronomy, which has proven to be a powerful draw
for tourists.  It seems that the small but vocal group of Hawaiians that are protesting the TMT are motivated by money
as much than they are by the spiritual character of Mauna Kea, given their transparent calls to increase the cost of the
lease.  

Here is a thoughtful quote from Peter Apo a sitting trustee of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. "A spiritual thought
process that would, rather than consider the telescope as an injury to Mauna Kea, view this instrument as an
extension of that spirituality directly connecting us to the celestial bodies and the very stars themselves." and further
"For centuries, seeking such knowledge has been so fundamental to our cultural credentials as an enlightened
people. As a matter of growing our body of native wisdom, it would seem compelling that we consider how we might
play an active role in the opportunity of the century to see back to the origins of time and contribute to the world’s
understanding of our global existence as the family of man.”

Isn't it just *the* way to resolve the apparent conflict?
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