
Aloha,  
 
‘O wau o Richard Leihulu’okalani Harris Jr He Kane no Hilo.  
(Hello my name is Richard Leihulu’okalani Harris jr and I am from Hilo) 
I stand here as a representation for my family and ancestors who cannot be here 
today. I come with an open heart and mind with a voice to speak reasoning and 
awareness to the situation occurring on top of our sacred mauna. As a native 
Hawaiian I have my right to question authorities that are being held by those 
seeking to construct this large building on a natural resource, historical and sacred 
foundation and connection for native Hawaians. Many questions lie unanswered and 
no assurance has been given. 
 
EIS 
Certain topics discussed in the EIS leaves open much vulnerability and 
opportunities for destruction and desecration on our most precious natural 
resource during both beginning and ending cycles on the time span of this TMT 
project. Stated in the Executive Summary and Table ES-1 
 
“Possible adverse impacts during construction and decommissioning also include 
potential disturbance BEYOND PROJECT LIMITS. As with other activities there is a 
potential for accidents, including fire and the accidental release of hazardous 
materials or solid waste including trash and construction materials. Through 
compliance with all applicable rules, regulations and requirements for the project 
type and location, these potential temporary impacts associated with construction 
and decommissioning will be LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT.  
 
Two words that stood out, limited and less than significant, two words that describe 
an outcome of errors and wrong opportunities. It does not guarantee the safe and 
well being for the preservation of our mauna. Two words that will not sit with my 
na’au (heart) and I will not take the chance to let such actions take place. 
 
YES, our Kupuna did study astronomy and stars which is what lead us here. BUT to 
my interest and knowledge, they did not study to the extent of destruction to our 
sacred sites and natural resource. My Kupuna were beyond smart, smarter than our 
leading astronomers today, why? Because they learned to use limited resources and 
what they had to navigate and study our universe. They did not seek $1billion in 
equipment to study our heavens, they used what we had, our Aina. Our land and sea 
in which provided the conditions and tools to help us study our stars, and they did 
not construct over a mountain that can still shake this earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THINK fund (STEM) and providing local jobs and a better economy. 
“TMT’s THINK Fund initiative benefits Hawaii Island students pursuing 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) endeavors with an 
annual contribution of $1 million over its existing 19-year Mauna Kea 
sublease with the University of Hawaii-Hilo.” 
 
To the board of our educational system and regents of our proud university I asked 
that you humbly reconsider this offer. This offer does not serve valid to those in 
need and from this standpoint, it is a limited resource to those only seeking to 
pursue in STEM. With a troubled economy and rising costs of living, $1 million in 
contribution towards educational fund cannot amount to anything done on that 
mountain. If you take into account on the amount of children and young adults 
seeking greater education and divided that amongst this annual contribution given 
over the 19 year span, it amounts to less than what our youth need in order to 
pursue, and in some cases when broken down to the dollar amount for each child, 
pennies. I ask you to reconsider and put your focus towards offers that will help 
benefit ALL of our Keiki. STEM is only a limited amount of subjects, put your 
thoughts in options to other things besides STEM, such as agriculture, conservation, 
health, cultural education and other subjects, why?   Because these are the things 
that are going to help our generations to come, these are the things that will help 
our well being, to live strong and smart. Before we seek to the stars, we have to seek 
what’s in ourselves and what’s standing in front of us. With the rise in homelessness 
and lack in educational funding, having our eyes set on one source aided by  an 
corporation who’s goal is to destruct what we value most, our waters and land, then 
I humbly ask you to withdraw this funding offer and put your focus to what’s going 
to help us not just as a state, a Hawaiian nation but as human beings.  
 
TMT plans to hire within our local workforce and provide jobs to help with our local 
economy. TMT, a Non-Profit organization, that is. With 13 existing telescopes with 
little to no contribution due to their Non-Profit standpoint, Hilo and the rest of 
Hawaii are still at a struggling economic halt and always have been since the 
construction of those telescopes began. How can you predict our economic 
standpoint in the near future to say that, TMT will be a better option in providing 
sustaining jobs for our local economy? Construction jobs during the phase of this 
TMT being built are, TEMPORARY. What will happen after that? Should we suffer 
another economic crisis, what will happen to our local workforce once this project is 
completed? What guarantee can you assure that the astronomical jobs offered for 
TMT will have greater priorities with the people of Hawaii? With TMT using state of 
the art technology, in my opinion, I cannot see that the construction of this 
equipment, 1 billion dollars to say the lease will be granted to all of Hawaii 
workmen due to some room for inexperience and human errors resulting in the loss 
of millions, or I do not see for sure in the contribute of millions to train people either 
coming from an NON-PROFIT agency.  
 
 
 



With that said I ask that you take the time to think, not as a board but as an 
individual, what is important for our people? What is it that will help us in the long 
run, not jobs, not money, that is present, our Aina! Our land, our mountain, that is 
what will stand for future generations to benefit from, our natural resources to help 
feed them. Unless we act now, there will be nothing left.  
 
 
 


