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Aloha mai,

The Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) project has been at the forefront of recent debate among the native Hawaiian
community.  After reading background information and learning the perspectives of those supporting as well as
opposing the TMT project, I feel an obligation to express my support of the mountain's Comprehensive Management
Plan and Thirty Meter Telescope.

I recognize there are numerous vocal opponents against the TMT project, voicing concerns that range from the sacred
nature of Maunakea to affects on Hawai'i Island's watershed to inspiring a native Hawaiian movement similar to
Kaho'olawe.  However, social media has led to the spread of misinformation and sparked a negative emotional outcry.

From what I have learned, the TMT project incorporates a zero waste facility and has no impact on the island's
watershed.  In fact, one of the reasons the site was chosen was because of the dry environment there.  It will also be
a zero waste facility and the current footprint of structures on Maunakea will be reduced as older telescopes are
removed.

The comparison with Kaho'olawe is not accurate, because Kaho'olawe was being destroyed, bombed by the military. 
The TMT project is bringing knowledge, opportunities, and life to Hawai'i.  Millions of dollars will be provided to local
schools.  World-class educational opportunities in astronomy will be available to local students.  To be selected as the
best place on Earth for a facility such as the TMT, where scientists could learn about the origins of the universe, is a
great honor.  It is like a modern astronomy heiau.  And I believe this is the very opportunity that King Kalakaua, who
commissioned the first telescope in Hawai'i, dreamed of.

As a native Hawaiian I support the TMT project.  I am also intimidated by many of the protestors and know of other
native Hawaiians who support the project but are afraid to come forward.  Often those in leadership are called to make
unpopular decisions for the betterment of the people.  I just want to encourage you to look beyond the current
emotional tide and remain steadfast in knowing the benefits the TMT project will provide for future generations.  By
integrating cultural aspects and protocols into this cutting-edge technological opportunity, the resulting compromise
could also provide a model for future projects in Hawai'i.

Mahalo piha,
Lei Leong
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