
Aloha. My name is Alyssa. I am an Astronomy and Natural Sciences student here 
at UH Hilo and I support TMT.  

But I don't want to complain and I dont’ want to rehash what you’ve undoubtedly 
read and heard in various medias regarding TMT. I want to give you something you can’t 
get anywhere else, and that is my own personal reasons for supporting TMT of which 
involves UH and our community.  

I started my college career as an English major at UH Manoa. Writing to me was a 
way of connecting to people on a level that we aren't usually allowed in everyday 
interactions, of invoking emotions that take us out of our comfort zones so that we may 
grow, expand and learn.  

Then I took Astronomy. I hadn’t even known Astronomy existed as an actual field 
that people studied and worked in. A picture of the Hubble Deep Space Field took my 
breathe away and I knew I couldn’t do anything else with my life but Astronomy. So I 
came here. But that need to connect us all has never left me. Here’s what I’ve learned 
since being here:  

No matter where we are from or who we are, all of our ancestors were Native 
Peoples at some point. However, with certainty I can say at this very moment, we are all 
Earthlings.  

It has been argued that because I support the advancement of our species, I am 
disconnected from the the culture of my past and even the people who surround me now. 
This is an entirely false and unfair claim. I believe in advancement of Astronomy because 
I care so deeply for not only the people who live right now but those who will live millions 
of years from now when our Sun will be bright enough to have destroyed 95% of all plant 
life. I support advancement because I want the children of our future to have the best 
possible. I want to be part of the reason they succeed.  

As for connection, the Ancient Hawaiians believed we are all connected, that we 
are all one. I believe science gives us beautiful undeniable proof of that connection. We 
are all made of the same chemical elements undergoing the same chemical processes. 
And the elements that make us up are the same that exist in the air, land, mountains, 
oceans, and stars. We are all connected and the same on a molecular and particle level, 
reverberating through spacetime together. And the heavy elements that make our own 
life possible? Come from stars. We are made of stardust. So we are all humans. We are 
all each other. We are Mauna Kea. But we are also the Universe. And the Universe is us.  

I go to school so I can learn more about the chemicals that connect us all, and 
effectively communicate that knowledge to people. Because I want everyone to realize 
how connected we really are. I want everyone to know and believe that because we are 
one, no action you make is insignificant.  

Ten years from now, approximately, I want to be here on the Big Island teaching 
children science. And I want them to look at Mauna Kea and be proud to know that they 
live in a community that supports and works toward not only a better Earth, but an 
involved solar system and a conscious universe.  
 


