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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Bicycle access on Maunakea
Jon Hayes <jonnyhayes@gmail.com> Thu, Oct 31, 2019 at 9:56 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern:

I am a Kailua Kona resident and I strongly oppose the proposed legislation for restricting access to bicycles on any part of
Maunakea (Mauna Kea). Bicycles make the least impact of any transport, on any road. Banning the ridiculously low
number of cyclists that would even attempt to climb Maunakea is overreach to say the least.  I implore you to not move
forward with banning bicycles. 

Kind regards 
Jonathan Hayes
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

On the University of Hawaiʻi’s proposed rules for Mauna Kea
Jonathan Boyne <boyne@hawaii.edu> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 4:35 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear UH BoR,

I am writing to share my concerns and opposition to the rules being proposed by the University. There are
many things wrong with the rules, including requiring a special permit to access the mauna at night, fines
as high as $2500, restricting cell phone and flashlight use and giving the university president full authority
over permit issuance.   

The original purpose of these rules, as recommended by the state auditor in the past, was to
address permit violations by observatories and increases in traffic largely caused by commercial
tours. The rules should be re-written to reflect this original purpose.
The University, including staff, students, and researchers, are exempt from these rules.
The University of Hawaiʻi should not be in the position of issuing these selective rules for state
conservation lands. The University’s stated purpose is education, not the protection of natural and
cultural resources. It is the Department of Land and Natural Resources, whose mission is to
protect conservation districts, that should be administering these rules. The rules should be
reviewed, amended, and approved by the Board of Land and Natural Resources before they go to
the Governor for his signature. 
The proposed rules do not follow the Public Access Sub-Plan in the Comprehensive Management
Plan, which calls for education, communication, and collaboration when using the lowest levels of
control, and discretion when using higher levels of control. Instead, the rules are punitive—calling
for stiff fines and expelling people from UH areas.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Boyne



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1649042011581670780&simpl=msg-f%3A16490420115… 1/2

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
Cindy Chong <cchong@keck.hawaii.edu> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 12:56 PM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,

My name is Cindy Chong.  I’m an employee of W. M. Keck Observatory which is part of the
Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians
and other employees who call the Big Island home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea
provides.  In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and
for the following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-
03.

The MKO staffs are an integral part of the Big Island community. Decommissioning
telescopes affects the livelihood of people on the Big Island and input from the observatories,
staffs and the Big Island community should be considered before the resolution is adopted.
The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated
into the Resolution before the board adopts the resolution.
The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s meaningful,
positive impacts on the University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international
community.
The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on
construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope.
As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to
decommissioning five (5) telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This
would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the
Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big Island community.
When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary
funder of MKSS and stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have
major consequences to observatory operations and MKOs should be consulted.

Please defer this resolution. 

Per UH Hilo’s mission:

ʻAʻohe pau ka ʻike i ka hālau hoʻokahi.
One learns from many sources

Mahalo,

Cindy Chong

Purchasing Agent
California Assoc. for Research in Astronomy(CARA)dba

W.M. Keck Observatory

65-1120 Mamalahoa Hwy.

Kamuela, HI  96743

Direct phone: 808-881-3826

https://www.google.com/maps/search/65-1120+Mamalahoa+Hwy.+%0D%0A+Kamuela,+HI++96743?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/65-1120+Mamalahoa+Hwy.+%0D%0A+Kamuela,+HI++96743?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/65-1120+Mamalahoa+Hwy.+%0D%0A+Kamuela,+HI++96743?entry=gmail&source=g
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Board of Regents <bor@hawaii.edu>

Mauna A Wakea
Luella Nohea Crutcher <luellacrutcher@yahoo.com> Sat, Nov 2, 2019 at 3:18 PM
To: BOR <bor@hawaii.edu>

 

Luella Nohea Crutcher

P.O. Box 928, Pahoa  HI  96778-0928

Email: luellacrutcher@yahoo.com

Cell: (808) 756-6947

October 19, 2019

Dear Mauna Kea UH Regents Governance Board,

 

Thank you for finally decommissioning some of the structures that are a desecration of the Holiest
Temple.  However it is obvious that after all these years, you still do not accept and acknowledge
that the whole top of Maunakea / Mauna Kea / Mauna A Wakea, three thousand (3,000) feet down
is a Temple, even though your own report mentions the Lananuʻu mamao.

“Uncle Ed, one of the original members of Kahu Ku Mauna (Guardians of the Mountain),
and a cultural practitioner with intimate knowledge of Mauna Kea, describes the mountain
as the physical manifestation of a lananu’u mamao.  Malo (1851) relates, lananu’u mamao
are constructed with 3 kahua (levels), the lowest and least restricted being the lana (at
about 11,000 ft elevation), which was used for the bestowal of offerings.  The second kahua
is called the nu’u (at about 12,000 ft elevation) and is more sacred – being reserved for the
priests and their attendants.  The third and most sacred kahua is the mamao (at about
13,000 ft elevation), where only the high priest and king were allowed to ascend.  At times
of ritual significance, the lananu’u mamao was draped in ‘oloa (fine white kapa), and in
appearance was perhaps not unlike the upper slopes of Mauna Kea draped in snow.” (From
EIS done by Dawn Chang for University of Hawaii Maunakea Management).

There has always been kupuna who were practitioners (for your benefit, I will call them “church
members”), who have said “NO” to every single telescope that you have allowed to desecrate our
Temple.  What church whether it be a protestant, catholic, buddist, jewish etc. have non-members
making decisions on what happens to their sacred structures.  What church gets treated with such
disrespect; or worse,  like we do not exist!  Our Lananu`u Mamao is being disrespected and
treated like a park!  What about our inalienable right to worship? When will you support our rights?

We are not against telescopes.  What we are protecting, is further desecration, and IMOP, at some
point a total restoration of our Lananu`u mamo with the removal of all telescopes.

Scientist Gus Speth1 states, “I used to think the top environmental problems were biodiversity loss,
ecosystem collapse and climate change  I thought that with 30 years of good science we could
address those problems.  But I was wrong.  The top environmental problems are selfishness,

mailto:luellacrutcher@yahoo.com
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greed and apathy.. and to deal with those we need a spiritual and cultural transformation. And we
scientists donʻt know how to do that.”

We the Ku Kia`i Mauna (the protectors of Mauna A Wakea), will never say yes to further
desecration.   With kapu aloha, we will protect Mauna A Wakea from any further desecration.

Malama Pono,      Luella Nohea Crutcher

 

#1  James Gustave “Gus” Speth – is the former dean of Yale School of Forestry and
Environmental Studies, founder and president of the World Resouces Institue, and co-founder of
the Natural Resources Defense Council

 

RELIGIOUS RIGHTS
FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS

United State Cons�tu�on – First Amendment – 1791
Freedom of religion, freedom of speech, the right to peaceably assemble

AIRFA – American Indian Religious Freedom Act – 1978
Protect and preserve the inherent right of American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut, and Na�ve Hawaiian people to believe, express, and
exercise their tradi�onal religions.

NAGPRA – Na�ve American Grave Protec�on Repara�on Act – 1990
The rights of lineal descendants, Indian tribes, and Na�ve Hawaiian organiza�ons to cultural items, including human remains,
funerary objects, sacred objects and objects of cultural patrimony. (Note: Mauna A Wakea is our linial descendant)

Hawai’i State Cons�tu�on – Ar�cle 12 – Sec�on 7 
The state reaffirms and shall protect all rights, customarily and tradi�onally exercised for subsistence, cultural and religious
purposes.

Public Law 106-274 - Religious Land Use and Ins�tu�onalized Persons Act of 2000   
To protect religious liberty, and other purposes.      

Due to illegal occupa�on of the United States of America, there are also HAWAIIAN KINGDOM LAW, as the Kingdom of Hawai’i s�ll
exists, according to Interna�onal Law – Ar�cle 43 of the Hague Regula�ons and Ar�cle 64 of the 4th Geneva Conven�on obligate the
United States of America to administer Hawaiian Kingdom Law, not United States law.

ARTICLE 1. God hath endowed all men with certain inalienable rights; among which are life, liberty, and the right of
acquiring, possessing, and protec�ng property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness.

ARTICLE 2. All men are free to worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences; but this sacred privilege
hereby secured, shall not be so construed as to jus�fy acts of licen�ousness, or prac�ces inconsistent with the peace or safety of the
Kingdom.

 

 

 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1649042011581670780&simpl=msg-f%3A16490420115… 2/2

Fax:  808-885-8512

Email:  cchong @keck.hawaii.edu

Main phone:  808-885-7887

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this e-mail transmission and any attachment is confidential
and remains the property of W. M. Keck Observatory until it is received by the intended recipient.  If you are not the
intended recipient, please note that use, further transmission or disclosure of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If
you have received this communication in error, please notify cchong@keck.hawaii.edu as soon as possible, and delete it
from your computer without any copies.  Thank you for your cooperation.

 

 

http://keck.hawaii.edu/
mailto:cchong@keck.hawaii.edu
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
Laurie Dale <hi48laurie@gmail.com> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 12:11 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mail Delivery Subsystem <mailer-daemon@googlemail.com>
Date: Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 11:50 AM
Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
To: <hi48laurie@gmail.com>

Address not found

Your message wasn't delivered to bot.testimony@hawaii.ed
because the domain hawaii.ed couldn't be found. Check for
typos or unnecessary spaces and try again.

The response was:

DNS Error: 7898633 DNS type 'mx' lookup of hawaii.ed responded with code NXDOMAIN Domain name
not found: hawaii.ed

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Laurie Dale <hi48laurie@gmail.com>
To: bot.testimony@hawaii.ed
Cc: 
Bcc: 
Date: Fri, 1 Nov 2019 11:50:09 -1000
Subject: Resolution 19-03

Aloha,

 

My name is Laurie Dale.  I’m a proud employee of Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope and part of the Maunakea
Observatories (MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who call the
Big Island home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides.  In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board
of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision
on Resolution 19-03.

mailto:mailer-daemon@googlemail.com
mailto:hi48laurie@gmail.com
mailto:hi48laurie@gmail.com
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The MKO staff are an integral part of the Big Island community.  Decommissioning telescopes affects the livelihood
of people on the Big Island and input from the observatories, staffs and the Big Island community should be
considered before the resolution is adopted.
The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution
before the board adopts the resolution.</ ----- Message truncated -----
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Bicycle access to Maunakea
J. B. Friday <james.b.friday@gmail.com> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 2:17 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear UH BOR, 

I am writing to support bicycling access to Maunakea and object to the new rules requiring written permission to cycle
above Halepohaku. 

I am a cyclist living in Hilo. Friends and I routinely ride the Mauna Loa observatory road. Others ride the Maunakea road
all the way to the summit. These are some of the most beautiful rides anywhere in the world. I cannot imagine what harm
comes from cycling on these roads. I cannot see what good would come from requiring written permission to ride and
expect permission would take weeks to process. Please delete that section of the rules. 

Sincerely, 

JB Friday
808-935-2331 home tel.

J. B. Friday
1416 Kilikina St
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Life is like riding a bicycle - in order to keep your balance, you must keep moving.

 - Albert Einstein
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Board of Regents <bor@hawaii.edu>

Fwd: IMUA TMT, how to move forward with building the Thirty Meter Telescope -
YouTube
lisa <lisa_malakaua@hotmail.com> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 10:26 AM
To: "wsj.ltrs@wsj.com" <wsj.ltrs@wsj.com>

If you want to see how to move forward peacefully with the TMT project, then please check this video out. The protectors
will need to learn more about their Hawaiian history before they are able to do any sensible negotiations. Until the
Hawaiian Kingdom is Federally recognized, we are all U.S. citizens that must abide by the U.S. laws period! The land
issue, etc... has been an issue settled long ago already. The kanaka need to reread Queen Liliuokalani Deed of Trust
dated Dec 2, 1909, which was later amended in 1911 to include destitute children. The Queens trust was dedicated to the
welfare of orphaned and destitute children “preference given to Hawaiian children of pure or part aboriginal blood” It says
nothing about ALL Hawaiian children only!! Also according to the Queens Trust, under section BUT IN TRUST
NEVERTHELESS clause“The Trustees shall at all times have the most ample power and authority, in their discretion from
time to time to sell, lease, exchange, partition, mortgage, pledge and/or otherwise deal with and dispose of any of the
lands and/or other property and interests of the trust estate. And to purchase any lands or other property and/or take
leases thereof, for the benefit of the trust estate, etc...” So the DHHL (department of Hawaiian homelands) Land
Management Branch and Income Properties Branch, has authority to not only manage the Hawaiian Homelands; but also
has the authority to manage lands not under homestead lease, and are able to develop non-homestead land for income
purposes. I have been following Ryan Thompson of Disruptarian radio for quite some time and he brings up some very
interesting facts surrounding the TMT, overthrow and annexation along with supporting documents, not just facts based
on rumors. Nevertheless, its worth checking him out! Mahalo! lisa Malakaua 

Subject: IMUA TMT, how to move forward with building the Thirty Meter Telescope - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EgMz2IM0so

Sent from my iPhone

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EgMz2IM0so


 
 
 
To: University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents  
From: Maunakea Observatories 
Subj: Testimony Regarding Resolution 19-03 Relating to Maunakea  
Date: 1 November 2019  
 
 
Aloha, 
   
The Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) strongly urge the UH Board of Regents (Board) to defer 
decision-making on resolution 19-03.  Though resolutions are non-binding, they communicate 
important Board intentions that shape policy and public expectations, resulting in consequences for the 
University and Maunakea stakeholders, including the MKOs.  A failure to meet unrealistic expectations 
will erode public confidence in the University and the MKOs. We believe the MKOs have substantive 
input that should be fully factored in to steward and advance the collective best interests of the 
University, astronomy, the community and the State of Hawaiʻi before this resolution is considered for 
adoption. We recommend the Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction Group (MIG) not be 
dissolved yet in order to provide an opportunity for interaction with MKO representatives. 

Our testimony is organized into summary comments and detailed comments inserted into the 12 
specific elements of the resolution.   

Summary Comments 

The resolution does not project a meaningful, positive perspective about the importance of Maunakea 
astronomy, failing to acknowledge what a key asset it is for the University and the State of Hawai‘i 
locally and in the national and international context.  A definitive statement in the resolution about the 
University’s commitment to Maunakea astronomy would make this clear to all concerned.  We 
recommend such a statement be added to the preamble.  

Among the MKOs largest concerns with the resolution is the lack of a clear explanation that the 
decommissioning of 5 telescopes (including 3 that are highly productive and are major contributors to 
Maunakea’s scientific leadership, globally) is contingent on TMT being built, as specified in the TMT 
CDUP Terms and Conditions.  As worded, this resolution sets an expectation of unconditional 
decommissioning of 5 telescopes on Maunakea.  The possibility of losing TMT and 5 telescopes would 
deal an enormous blow to the University’s flagship astronomy department. Global astronomy would be 
critically impacted by the loss of scale, scientific leadership, partnerships and funder confidence on 
Maunakea. The human impacts of the losses of jobs and educational opportunities for residents on 
Hawai‘i Island would be major. 

If TMT does not go forward on Maunakea, the BLNR-approved CMP decommissioning sub-plan should 
be followed which supports 10 observatories on Maunakea by 2033 (so a reduction of 3), which would 
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sustain the viability of astronomy on Maunakea while achieving a balance considered by the BLNR as 
established through the public review process on the CMP and sub-plans. 
 
Specific Comments  

1 - Two (2) observatory sites known as the Caltech Submillimeter Observatory and Hokukea site shall be 
decommissioned no later than April 30, 2021. For purposes of this resolution, the term 
“decommissioning” shall mean the complete removal of all man-made structures at each respective site 
bringing each site to as close as feasible to its natural state prior to construction. These will be the first 
two of five observatories to be decommissioned. 

MKO> We agree with the removal of CSO and Hoku Kea.  The stated deadline is not realistic in 
order for CSO, Hoku Kea and the University to comply with the decommissioning procedures 
specified in the CMP.  The Board should consult with CSO and Hoku Kea to revise their 
decommissioning dates. 

Based on the overarching concern about decommissioning being a condition of the TMT CDUP, 
we recommend removing references to the count of observatories being decommissioned in this 
and subsequent resolution elements.  

2 - A schedule of decommissioning of these two sites will be laid out on a Gantt chart or other similar 
visual schedule for each of the above sites indicating function and timeframe for each major step in the 
decommissioning process to achieve completion on or by April 30, 2021. The schedule for 
decommissioning shall be presented to the Board of Regents on or before its February 2020 meeting. 

MKO> No comment, other than assuring the deadline is aligned with item 1. 

3 - A new educational telescope facility for the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo shall be established on 
already developed land at Hale Pohaku or elsewhere, as soon as can be permitted, with a target date no 
later than April 30, 2021, to ensure the prompt availability of a teaching telescope. The Board of Regents 
shall support the funding of the planning, design, and construction of the new educational facility. 

MKO> Such an educational telescope will be an excellent teaching resource for students.  MKOs 
endorse the deployment of Hoku Kea at Hale Pohaku as quickly as possible.  

4 - A third (3rd) observatory site known as the United Kingdom Infrared Telescope (UKIRT) shall be 
decommissioned no later than December 2024. A Gantt chart or other similar visual schedule shall be 
provided to the Board of Regents by December 31, 2022. This will be the third of five observatories to be 
decommissioned. 

MKO> Per our overarching comments about the coupling of decommissioning to TMT, UKIRT 
should not be scheduled for decommissioning yet. We recommend this item be struck or, at a 
minimum, clearly explained as a condition of the TMT CDUP. 
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In the period 2013-2017 UKIRT was the second-most scientifically-impactful ground-based 
optical/infrared telescope in the world and it remains highly scientifically productive today and 
will remain so into the future. The impact to global astronomy of its removal from Maunakea 
needs careful consideration. TMT’s fate should be better understood before definitive 
commitments are made to decommission any facilities beyond CSO and Hoku Kea.   

5 - Since the fourth (4th) observatory site known as the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) observatory is 
already scheduled to be decommissioned by December 31, 2033, the last of the five sites to be 
decommissioned will be identified and designated to the Board of Regents on or by December 31, 2022. 

MKO> TMT’s fate should be much better understood before commitments to decommission any 
facilities beyond CSO and Hoku Kea are made. We recommend this item be struck. 

The VLBA antenna on Maunakea is not a standalone observatory.  It is one of ten antennas 
distributed across the western hemisphere of the Earth that operate in synchrony and comprise 
the highest spatial resolution telescope in existence.  The decommissioning of the Maunakea 
VLBA (the antenna with the largest impact to science owing to its location in the array) would 
result in disproportionate damage to its capabilities.  The VLBA is not scheduled for 
decommissioning by December 31, 2033, per se.  Rather, that date was proposed as a possibility 
in the decommissioning plan.  The VLBA remains scientifically viable, with plans for significant 
improvements in the near future.   

6 - In collaboration with OMKM and MKSS, the ʻImiloa Astronomy Center shall develop a suite of 
educational programs regarding Maunakea including but not limited to Native Hawaiian culture, history, 
environmental, and biological considerations designed for tour guides and drivers, employees, 
contractors, recreational users, scientists and observatory workers, and visitors, as required by the 
Management Plans, by August 31, 2020. OMKM shall report to the Board of Regents on its plans and 
progress to implement said educational programs at its February 2020 meeting. Administration shall 
make a budget request during the 2020 legislative session to fund this action item. 

MKO> The MKOs support this initiative and advocate the melding of science and culture through 
astronomy.  

7 - Administration shall make a CIP request during the 2020 legislative session for monies to plan, 
design, and construct an educational center at Hale Pohaku and/or another appropriate site on 
Maunakea that will educate visitors on cultural, environmental, and astronomy related topics relating to 
Maunakea. 

MKO> The MKOs endorse the development of a Maunakea Visitor Center, dedicated to 
educating visitors and kamaʻāina about the many facets of Maunakea. A future CIP request will 
be needed to contribute funds to the operations of the Maunakea Visitor Center, and should be 
explicitly noted in the initial request. 

 



4 

8 - The Maunakea Master Plan update will accommodate uses by Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners. 

MKO> Consistent with recommendations in the 2000 Master Plan to advance opportunities for 
Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners, the MKOs endorse exploring additional approaches for 
supporting the needs of cultural practitioners in the 2020 Master Plan as well.  

9 - A reorganization and restructuring plan shall be presented to the Board of Regents as to all advisory, 
operating, and funding bodies involved in the management of Maunakea by April 2020. The purpose of 
the plan is to improve operations and management and make it more efficient, effective and 
transparent. The reorganization and restructuring plan shall be embodied into a governance document 
that is approved by the Board of Regents. 

MKO> MKSS provides essential services for the operations of the MKOs, and any changes could 
have profound consequences for the observatories. The MKOs are a primary stakeholder in 
Maunakea Science Reserve (MKSR) management, providing the bulk of the funding for Mauna 
Kea Support Services. As principal funders it is vital that we are involved in re-organization 
discussions.  

10 - As part of the reorganization and restructuring plan, an in-depth analysis will be done to determine 
whether the management of the Maunakea Science Reserve would be better served if transferred to a 
governmental authority or other third party entity, or through alternate management mechanisms (e.g., 
conservation easement agreement, etc.). The results of this analysis will be presented to the Board of 
Regents by April 2020. 

MKO> Given that most MKOs operate under sublease agreements with UH, which holds the 
MKSR Master Lease, the MKOs strongly urge consultation in this analysis. Changes in MKSR 
management authority could have large consequences for the MKOs and it is important they are 
involved in discussions about alternate management models. 

11 - The University will cooperate with the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) to resolve any 
outstanding issues relating to the roadway infrastructure on Maunakea and will seek opportunities to 
assist DHHL in its efforts to fulfill its trust duties and responsibilities on the use of its Maunakea lands. 

MKO> No comment as this is an internal State matter 

12 - As permitted by law, the University should pursue a partnership with an appropriate agency or 
organization whose primary beneficiary is the Native Hawaiian community, to operate commercial 
shuttles and tours on Maunakea. 

MKO> As a means of better managing summit crowd/vehicle control, improving Maunakea 
Access Road safety, reducing road wear/damage, and benefitting the Native Hawaiian 
community, the MKOs endorse exploring options for commercial shuttles on Maunakea Access 
Road. 
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Extraordinary science is produced every day and night by the collection of telescopes currently on 
Maunakea. These telescopes, propelled forward by cutting-edge instrumentation technology, have 
taken the first-ever image of a black hole, Pōwehi, have identified unexpected interstellar object 
ʻOumuamua and are making observations every day ranging from understanding the fundamental 
nature of the universe to the search for life elsewhere in our galaxy. Our telescopes help the global 
community identify asteroids on a near-earth trajectory, at the same time sharing earth’s atmospheric 
data with climate scientists to help us solve immediate crisis issues our planet faces today. We share this 
technological and educational resource with the students of Hawai‘i with gratitude for the opportunity 
to work on Maunakea – the best site for astronomical research in the world. We appreciate the 
immense privilege, and we are committed to honoring our responsibility to do the best possible 
research and fulfilling our roles as stewards of Maunakea today and into the future.  

 
Mahalo, 

 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
Director Doug Simons, Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope  

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
Gemini Observatory Director 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
Director Pierre Martin, Hoku Kea Observatory 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
Director Paul Ho, James Clerk Maxwell Telescope (East Asian Observatory) 
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________________________________________________________________ 
Director John Rayner, NASA Infrared Telescope Facility  

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
Director Michitoshi Yoshida, Subaru Telescope 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Director Klaus Hodapp, UKIRT 

 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
Director Mark McKinnon, Very Long Baseline Array (NRAO)  

 
 
 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
Director Hilton Lewis, W.M. Keck Observatory (Keck I and Keck II) 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Should be ashamed of yourself
Robert Patey <rwp6330@gmail.com> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 5:44 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

 Yes I am a cyclist but I am also an active person of the community . 

 I contribute in every way employ people provide housing and work with the community and yes I do ride my bicycle I
write it for many reasons one most important is to challenge my fitness level .

 I have had many amazing rides going up to Mauna Kea from Hilo yes from Hilo we are challenge ourselves to life and
this is one thing living on the big island is special to a lot of cyclist .

 For you to think that we create a problem is idiotic yes correct it is just the typical way of how a committee with a bunch
of educated people can actually come up with something like this to think that they’re solving a problem 

 And create such a fine makes me feel this is very unjustified and targeting a group of people very unfairly .

 I would like to turn this around and say if you walk your dog on such and such street we are going to find you $2500
because we are tired of picking up what the dog leaves behind .

 remember this is your favorite place that you love to take your dog because your dog enjoys it so much but a group of
people have got together and decided that we are going to find you personally $2500 something that is outrageously
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ridiculous there is no fine whatsoever driving a car that is this expensive but for riding a harmless bicycle on a dirt road
you think that this is justified .

I really do not know what else to say here I know it is very long and you might feel it’s a little bit harsh but please turn the
tables and put yourself in somebody that lives here and enjoys what the island has to offer and that is getting outside and
writing so please once again do not be the group of people that like to ruin other things for people that are doing no harm

 I really do not know what else to say here I know it is very long and you might feel it’s a little bit harsh but please turn the
tables and put yourself in somebody that lives here and enjoys what the island has to offer and that is getting outside and
writing so please once again do not be the group people that like to ruin other things for people that are doing no harm 

 Sincerely Robert pateY

 62 keokea loop

Hilo hi 96720

8089876330

https://www.google.com/maps/search/62+keokea+loop+Hilo+hi+96720?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/62+keokea+loop+Hilo+hi+96720?entry=gmail&source=g
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Comments in Opposition to Rule 20-26-30
Val Overlan <val.overlan@pathhawaii.org>
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I am writing today representing the board of directors and membership of PATH, Peoples Advocacy for Trails Hawaii. Through Tina Clothier, PATH's outgoing Executive Director, PATH submit
stands by the below opposition statement to Rule 20-26-30.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the discussion.

Valerie

Valerie Sagan Overlan
Executive Director
PATH- Peoples Advocacy for Trails Hawaii
808-854-5045 cell
808-326-7284 office

From: Tina Clothier <tinaclothier@yahoo.com>
Subject: Comments in Opposition to rule 20-26-30
Date: March 10, 2019 at 10:59:20 AM HST
To: MKRules@hawaii.edu

My name is Tina Clothier and I am writing on behalf of the board and membership of PATH~Peoples Advocacy for Trails Hawaii. We wish to express our opposition to rule 20-26-30, in 
propelled by pedals.  We think that your intention is to restrict sports activities involving bikes north of Halepohaku. However we find that:

Singling out bicycles as a group is discriminatory.
Bicycles are considered part of the traffic, and a form of transportation equal to vehicles. If a tourist or resident decides to visit the top of Maunakea by bike instead of by car, sco
right. It is actually less invasive, leaves less fumes behind than most motor vehicles.
Bicycling is not only a sports activity, but also a way to get from one place to another. The sports part is already addressed under $ 20-26-30 (3), so there is no need to mention 
The definition is inconclusive (“propelled by pedals”). For example:

a. E-bikes would be allowed, as long as you take the pedals off
b. Elliptical bikes would be allowed, since they don’t use pedals

If the intention of the paragraph is to to prohibit outdoor sports activities (as the header states) then it should specifically state such. We feel the that the rules  shouldn’t go as far as to 
forms (such as four-wheel-drive SUVs).

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the draft rules.

Tina Clothier

-- 

mailto:tinaclothier@yahoo.com
mailto:MKRules@hawaii.edu
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Board of Regents <bor@hawaii.edu>

Comments
Frederich Trenchard <frederichtrenchard@gmail.com> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 6:33 AM
To: bor@hawaii.edu

"Third Party oversight? Titles of Nobility are unconstitutional. As in "crown" lands and in a member of the public
self identifying as a "practitioner" of some aspect of the culture of the "crown". The Royal Order of Kamehameha
through any link to the state is unconstitutional as a title of nobility. These rules are grounded in the same mess
KSBE produced for the 50th state, which is also exemplified by the NHLC CNHA two lobbying arms of the
multiple arms of KSBE based on the transposition of the unconstitutional "Hawaiian" group in law to the capital N
Native Hawaiian group in law. An artifact soon to follow along in same herd rut that Rice followed. Be advised
BOR!"  Is the BOR another "arm" of KSBE?
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents defer Resolution 19-03
Adam Vandenberg <avandenberg@keck.hawaii.edu> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 2:47 PM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Good day,

My name is Adam Vandenberg.  I am an employee of W. M. Keck Observatory and part of the Maunakea Observatories
(MKOs) community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who reside on the Island of Hawaii. In
response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I
respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.

The MKO staff are an integral part of the Island of Hawaii. Decommissioning telescopes affects the livelihood of
people on the Island of Hawaii and input from the observatories, staffs and the working, tax paying members
community should be considered before the resolution is adopted.
The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution
before the board adopts the resolution.
The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s meaningful, positive impacts on the
University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international community.
The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on construction of the
Thirty Meter Telescope.
As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to decommissioning five (5)
telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a
global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Island of Hawaii
community.
When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder of MKSS and
stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have major consequences to observatory
operations and therefore not only should the MKOs be consulted, their opinions and resolution should hold greater
weight.

I, and our entire MKO community, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaii Island
community. 

Please defer this resolution. 

Regards,

Adam Vandenberg
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Please Defer Resolution 19-03
Josh Walawender <joshwalawender@me.com> Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 12:22 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

My name is Josh Walawender.  I’m an employee of W. M. Keck Observatory and am part of the Maunakea
Observatories (MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians, and other employees
who call the Big Island home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides.  In response to the
University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I respectfully
request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.

Decommissioning of operational telescopes will have a significant negative effect on our Big Island community.  The
operational telescopes provide good employment to members of the community and are very much at the forefront of
astronomical research.  Decommissioning operational telescopes will result in members of our community losing their
jobs.  It will also result in fewer internship opportunities for local students to get high tech job experience.

While I appreciate the compromise position of removing some of the existing telescopes in order to provide an opportunity
to build the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) here in Hawaii, to commit to decommissioning them regardless of the outcome
of TMT would be extraordinarily foolish and would not be in the interests of the Big Island community or of the University
of Hawaii.

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that continues to benefit our
Hawaii Island community.  Please defer this resolution. 

Mahalo,
Josh Walawender
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Comment on "Public and Commercial Activities on Mauna Kea Lands" Proposal Oct
2019
Georjean Adams <georjean@gmail.com> Sat, Nov 2, 2019 at 12:04 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I support the proposed "Public and Commercial Activities on Mauna Kea Lands" rule as published for  Post Hearing II
Version for Board of Regents’ Decision-Making on November 6, 2019.

The proposed Chapter 20 - 26 requirements are well thought out and respectful of all users and the environment of the
Mauna Kea Lands area and improves some ambiguities of the previous proposal.  The University has laid out good
principles and guidance to use.  Nevertheless, as with any new set of rules, there should be ongoing, transparent
oversight and reevaluation to provide clarification or correction of unintended consequences.  

I remain skeptical that these rules can be enforced in the face of the protests that have been ongoing and unchallenged
at the base of Maunakea.  I'm fearful that the mass of protestors will simply relocate to the summit and cause significant
damage to the mauna, astronomy and the awesome experience that residents and visitors alike deserve to share. The
University must hold the state and county responsible for enforcing the law for use of the Mauna Kea Access Road and
gain their support of the final rule for the Mauna Kea Lands.

Respectfully,
Georjean Adams
68-1050 Mauna Lani Point Drive, Apt J106
Kamuela HI 96743

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/bor/regular/materials/201911060945/Special_BOR_Meeting_of__11_06_19__Materials___FOR_UPLOAD.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/search/68-1050+Mauna+Lani+Point+Drive,+Apt+J106?entry=gmail&source=g
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Mauna Kea deserves protection.
Rebecca Canright <rebeccagroovypeace@gmail.com> Sat, Nov 2, 2019 at 3:02 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Greetings!
As a young person who strongly admires Mauna Kea, I respectfully urge the Board of Land and
Water Resources (BLNR) to reject KIUC’s inadequate Environmental Assessment (EA) and to deny
its application for a 65-year lease to continue to divert Wai`ale`ale and Waikoko Streams. KIUC uses
the water diverted from the two Blue Hole streams to power two 100-year old hydroelectric plants
that generate less than 1% of the utility’s electricity output.  The Lawai pump storage plant coming
on line in 2020 will generate almost 60 times more electricity for nighttime use, making the two old
hydroplants obsolete.  KIUC’s EA does not meet State requirements for a lease application.
There are significant spiritual, cultural, environmental and public trust impacts that can
only be addressed with an EIS.
The proposed rules do not follow the Public Access Sub-Plan in the Comprehensive Management
Plan, which calls for education, communication, and collaboration when using the lowest levels of
control, and discretion when using higher levels of control. Instead, the rules are punitive—calling
for stiff fines and expelling people from UH areas.
Thank you for your time and kind consideration!
 Have a wonderful day,
Rebecca Canright
-- 

Compassion for all creatures great and small.
Did you know that Crested Aucklets, birds living in the Bering Sea region, bark like dogs and smell
like oranges (they naturally produce a tick-repelling substance)?
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Please protect Mauna Kea.
Zinnia Cardamomum <rebeccanrig@gmail.com> Sat, Nov 2, 2019 at 2:45 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Hello there!
 As a mother and father, we oppose the rules being proposed by the University. We are concerned about
several aspects of the rules, including requiring a special permit to access the mauna at night, fines as
high as $2500, restricting cell phone and flashlight use and giving the university president full authority
over permit issuance. 

The original purpose of these rules, as recommended by the state auditor in the past, was to
address permit violations by observatories and increases in traffic largely caused by commercial
tours. The rules should be re-written to reflect this original purpose.
The University, including staff, students, and researchers, are exempt from these rules.
The University of Hawaiʻi should not be in the position of issuing these selective rules for state
conservation lands. The University’s stated purpose is education, not the protection of natural and
cultural resources. It is the Department of Land and Natural Resources, whose mission is to
protect conservation districts, that should be administering these rules. The rules should be
reviewed, amended, and approved by the Board of Land and Natural Resources before they go to
the Governor for his signature. 

We appreciate your time and consideration of our comments.
Take care, 
Mark and Zinnia C.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Board of Regents resolution 19-03
Eric Johnsen <gejsen@gmail.com> Sat, Nov 2, 2019 at 9:04 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I am a life long resident of Hawaii and a resident of the big island since 67 when I attended UH Hilo. I strongly support
astronomy on Mauna Kea for its intrinsic science but also for its cultural and economic benefits to our county. 
I have seen no impediment to Hawaiian cultural practice there and feel quite the opposite, that the Imiloa Astronomy
center and the astronomy community has elevated the Hawaiian culture. 

Please consider these comments in your decision process. 

•    The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s substantial, positive impacts on the
University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international community.

•    The Resolution fails to clarify that its proposed decommissioning of five telescopes is contingent on construction of the
Thirty Meter Telescope. As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to
decommissioning five telescopes, including three that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s
position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big Island
community.

•    When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder of MKSS and
stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have major consequences to observatory operations
and MKOs should be consulted.

•    MKO staff members are an integral part of the Big Island community.  Decommissioning telescopes affects the
livelihood of people on Hawai`i Island and input from the observatories, their staff and the wider community should be
considered before any resolution is adopted.

•    The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution before
the board adopts the resolution.

Aloha, Eric
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Opposition to Resolution
Guia Lasquete <glasquete@hotmail.com> Sat, Nov 2, 2019 at 9:10 PM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

I am in strong opposi�on to this resolu�on and hereby provide tes�mony that the follow resolu�on brought
before the Board of Regents be OPPOSED.  The remainder of the Maunakea Observatories were NOT
consulted on this ma�er, nor be allowed to provide input on the proposed resolu�on before the said
resolu�on was dra�ed.   I challenge that the Board of Regents has developed the below resolu�on in a
"black hole" of which, in the name of science, would hereby not be visible if it were not for the Astronomy
being conducted a top Maunakea.  

In sincerest opposi�on,

Guia Lasquete
Hawaii Island Resident, Voter, Taxpayer & Hard Working Professional Single Mother

STRONGLY OPPOSED:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that University of Hawaiʻi President David Lassner, University of Hawaiʻi at
Hilo Chancellor Bonnie Irwin, University of Hawaiʻi Vice President Vassilis Syrmos, Maunakea Support Services
(MKSS), Ins�tute for Astronomy (IfA), Office of Maunakea Management (OMKM), and any other necessary,
related management or opera�on en�ty be directed to cause the following ac�on items to be accomplished
in the �meframes as specified herein below:

1. Two (2) observatory sites known as the Caltech Submillimeter Observatory and Hokukea site shall be
decommissioned no later than April 30, 2021. For purposes of this resolu�on, the term
“decommissioning” shall mean the complete removal of all man-made structures at each respec�ve
site bringing each site to as close as feasible to its natural state prior to construc�on. These will be
the first two of five observatories to be decommissioned.

2. A schedule of decommissioning of these two sites will be laid out on a Gan� chart or other similar
visual schedule for each of the above sites indica�ng func�on and �meframe for each major step in
the decommissioning process to achieve comple�on on or by April 30, 2021. The schedule for
decommissioning shall be presented to the Board of Regents on or before its February 2020 mee�ng.

3. A new educa�onal telescope facility for the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo shall be established on
already developed land at Hale Pōhaku or elsewhere, as soon as can be permi�ed, with a target date
no later than April 30, 2021, to ensure the prompt availability of a teaching telescope. The Board of
Regents shall support the funding of the planning, design, and construc�on of the new educa�onal
facility.

4. A third (3rd) observatory site known as the United Kingdom Infrafred Telescope (UKIRT) shall be
decommissioned no later than December 2024. A Gan� chart or other similar visual schedule shall be
provided to the Board of Regents by December 31, 2022. This will be the third of five observatories to
be decommissioned.

5. Since the fourth (4th) observatory site known as the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) observatory is
already scheduled to be decommissioned by December 31, 2033, the last of the five sites to be
decommissioned will be iden�fied and designated to the Board of Regents on or by December 31,
2022.
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6. In collabora�on with OMKM and MKSS, the ʻImiloa Astronomy Center shall develop a suite of
educa�onal programs regarding Maunakea including but not limited to Na�ve Hawaiian culture,
history, environmental, and biological considera�ons designed for tour guides and drivers,
employees, contractors, recrea�onal users, scien�sts and observatory workers, and visitors, as
required by the Management Plans, by August 31, 2020. OMKM shall report to the Board of Regents
on its plans and progress to implement said educa�onal programs at its February 2020 mee�ng.
Administra�on shall make a budget request during the 2020 legisla�ve session to fund this ac�on
item.

7. Administra�on shall make a CIP request during the 2020 legisla�ve session for monies to plan, design,
and construct an educa�onal center at Hale Pōhaku and/or another appropriate site on Maunakea
that will educate visitors on cultural, environmental, and astronomy related topics rela�ng to
Maunakea.

8. The Maunakea Master Plan update will accommodate uses by Na�ve Hawaiian cultural Prac��oners.
9. A reorganiza�on and restructuring plan shall be presented to the Board of Regents as to all advisory,

opera�ng, and funding bodies involved in the management of Maunakea by April 2020. The purpose
of the plan is to improve opera�ons and management and make it more efficient, effec�ve and
transparent. The reorganiza�on and restructuring plan shall be embodied into a governance
document that is approved by the Board of Regents.

10. As part of the reorganiza�on and restructuring plan, an in-depth analysis will be done to determine
whether the management of the Maunakea Science Reserve would be be�er served if transferred to
a governmental authority or other third party en�ty, or through alternate
management mechanisms (e.g., conserva�on easement agreement, etc.). The results of this analysis
will be presented to the Board of Regents by April 2020.

11. The University will cooperate with the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) to resolve any
outstanding issues rela�ng to the roadway infrastructure on Maunakea and will seek opportuni�es to
assist DHHL in its efforts to fulfill its trust du�es and responsibili�es on the use of its Maunakea lands.

12. As permi�ed by law, the University should pursue a partnership with an appropriate agency or
organiza�on whose primary beneficiary is the Na�ve Hawaiian community, to operate commercial
shu�les and tours on Maunakea.



National Science Foundation 
Office of the Director 

October 31, 2019 

Board of Regents 
University of Hawai` i 
2444 Dole Street 
Bachman Hall, Room 209 
Honolulu, HE 96822 

RE: Draft Regents Resolution 19-03 

Dear Board of Regents: 

I write on behalf of the National Science Foundation (NSF), a federal agency that owns and 
funds the operations and maintenance of two observatories on Maunakea, the Very Long 
Baseline Array (VLBA) antenna and the Gemini Observatory. NSF has reviewed the University 
of Hawai` i Board of Regents draft Resolution 19-03: "To Act on Items Relating to Maunakea 
Management," as published in the University of Hawai`i News. NSF believes that final action 
on the draft Resolution without completing a full review of the future of astronomical facilities 
on Maunakea, including engagement with all impacted stakeholders, is premature. 

NSF understands that draft Resolution 19-03, which includes several action items related to the 
Management Plans for Maunakea, will be considered for adoption at the November 6 meeting of 
the Board of Regents. Among the action items referenced in the draft Resolution are the 
preparation of a revised governance structure for the Maunakea Science Reserve and the 
decommissioning of five telescopes. These are important action items, and NSF is concerned 
that they will be decided upon without sufficient and meaningful input from all impacted 
stakeholders. An example of NSF's concern is the draft Resolution's declaration that the "Very 
Long Baseline Array (VLBA) observatory is already scheduled to be decommissioned by 
December 31, 2033." Issues such as the future of the VLBA antenna (referred to as "VLBA 
observatory" in the draft Resolution), which continues to have scientific utility, should be part of 
a broader discussion about Maunakea management and should not be pre-ordained. 

NSF also understands that the environmental review related to continuation of astronomy on 
Maunakea has not yet concluded. In early 2018, the University of Hawai` i began a public review 
period for the Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for Long-Term 
Continuation of Astronomy on Maunakea. However, it appears that the EIS process has not 
progressed beyond the initial public comment stage. When NSF's Division of Astronomical 
Sciences (AST) reviewed the EISPN, it noted that both Action Alternatives included the removal 
of the VLBA antenna and restoration of its site by 2033. Because that potential action was not 
consistent with the estimated useful scientific lifetime of the VLBA antenna, NSF's AST 
submitted a comment to the University. NSF received an initial response to this comment that 

2415 Eisenhower Avenue I Alexandria, VA 22314 
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included a timeline for a Draft EIS (DEIS); that DEIS does not appear to have been published. 
While NSF recognizes that the subleases for all astronomical installations on Maunakea will 
expire at the end of 2033, NSF strongly believes that the environmental review should be 
completed, with a full opportunity for input and discussion with the impacted stakeholders, 
before any decommissioning decisions are made. 

In light of the foregoing, it is NSF's position that a final vote on the draft Resolution, and support 
of the specific actions contained therein, would be premature. 

Sincerely yours, 

James S. Ulvestad 
Chief Officer for Research Facilities 
Office of the Director 

Cc: David Lassner, Ph.D. 
President, University of Hawai` i 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony to the BoR Resolution 19-03
lwells <lwells@cfht.hawaii.edu> Sat, Nov 2, 2019 at 6:09 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

     My name is Lisa Wells and I have been living and working here on Hawai'i island for
over 20 years happily and proudly for the Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope Corporation
(CFHT). I do not speak on behalf of the observatory itself but as an astronomer who is
part of the Maunakea Observatories (MKO) ohana. We are a community of 500+ scientists,
engineers, technicians, and other employees who call the Big Island home and are filled
with gratitude for the amazing opportunities Maunakea provides. In response to the
University of Hawai'i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following
reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.
     I am very involved in many ways in the community by way of outreach to schools, in
my church and its food pantry, singing with the Waimea Consort, volunteering, participation
in Hawaiian cultural activities, living and sharing aloha. As such I am and all of the MKO
ohana are an integral part of the Big Island communities in which we live. Decommissioning
telescopes affects the livelihood of people on the island and input from the observatories,
MKO staffs, and the Big Island community itself should be heavily considered before the
resolution is adopted. I have seen just how the MKO have contributed to major discoveries
in astronomy as well. I was fortunate to have collaborated with the 2011 Physics Nobel
laureates who discovered the expanding universe using distant supernovae. Many of the
telescopes on Maunakea and others around the world were a part of this major collaboration.
If you go by publications alone, the MKO have been collectively THE most productive in the
field of astronomy. I don't think this can be stressed enough. Even decommissioning 3
telescopes on Maunakea would be detrimental to the future of discovery and understanding
of this world and the universe in which we live, and to hands on learning for UH Hilo
students.
     Your resolution also fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five telescopes is
contingent upon construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT). If you are so committed
to reducing the number of telescopes on Maunakea by 5 which would include 3 which are
highly productive, it would be a major blow to the field of astronomy, the prominence that
Hawai'i has gained in the field, and result in job losses for the Big Island community.
The University of Hawai'i and the Institute for Astronomy would lose its position as a
global leader in astronomy. I don't understand how the BoR for a University could consider
such an action to the detriment of its own institution.
     Also, any restructuring or change to the current management of Maunakea MUST involve
the MKO. The broad sweeping statements in resolution 19-03 need to be better defined before
any vote. The costs of the implementation of the resolution are also not guaranteed. While
new visitor's center would be welcome, and the move of Hokukea to HP would allow more access
also to the general public and namely to grade school and high school students, one question
remains - would the Hawaiian community then protest more development at Hale Pohaku?
     I have felt most blessed to have lived and worked here for as long as I have. I continue
to hope and pray for a swift and peaceful resolution to the current conflict. One that will
benefit our Hawai'i island community, and continue Hawai'i's prominence in the field of
astronomy. I ask that you defer this resolution and consider my petitions herein.

Mahalo,
Lisa Wells
Astronomer
CFHT
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Katherine Achacoso <achacoso@hawaii.edu> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 10:21 PM
Reply-To: achacoso@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Katherine Achacoso
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

opposing agenda items
Lisa Chang <kaionagirl808@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 5:22 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Lisa Chang
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Suzie Garrett <nalango@aloha.cm> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 6:29 PM
Reply-To: nalango@aloha.cm
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.
Your actions speak volumn's... I think it best to begin taking telescopes down and fish your lease with all down.... the
people have negotiated 13 times ...how about YOU giving once! The people DO NOT want any more telescopes... Please
begin removing them, finish work you can by 2030 and leave the Manua.... and Pohakuloa and other sites you are on.
Your methods of understanding the stars are elementary to the Hawaiian ways and understandings.

Sincerely,
Suzie Garrett

Sincerely,
Suzie Garrett
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
Maureen Garry <wellnesswahine@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 4:39 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha, 

 

I have read the text of your proposed resolution and although I see it as working to address past wrongs as related to management of
Maunakea, I have several concerns.

 

It seems to me that this is an effort to appease the protestors blocking the road, effectively prohibiting the building of TMT. However,
the protestors have never said that decommissioning telescopes would change their minds on TMT.

 

Why this one-sided resolution?

 

To me, it is simply giving away power for the Maunakea Observatories to make scientific gains for the world and economic gains for
the island’s residents, without getting anything in return.

 

There is no text in this resolution that requires, even if the telescopes are decommissioned, that TMT go forward. It’s only outlining
the decommissioning of functioning telescopes. Moreover, it fails to acknowledge any positive impact of the science being done on
the mauna.

 

No recognition whatsoever.

 

Further, reorganization of the Maunakea Observatories must not be done without their management’s input. Any reorg would have
significant impact on operations. These are world-class operations; scientists get on waiting lists for a very long time to have time on
the mauna and throwing wrenches into the process will create untold negative breakage throughout the worldwide astronomical
community.

 

Finally, decommissioning telescopes takes away good jobs from people here on this island, jobs that pay much better than hospitality,
with far fewer hours worked. It seems to me we should be trying to lift people up economically and give the keiki a fighting chance
for a future of financial security while working only one job, even while working with those who feel the telescopes don’t belong
here.

 

Sincerely,

 

Maureen Garry
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Waikoloa Village, HI



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - Resolution on Maunakea Management

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1649220656446907245&simpl=msg-f%3A16492206564… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Resolution on Maunakea Management
Grant Hill <grantmhill@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 12:16 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Regents of the University of Hawaii,

I have read over the resolution which you plan ton consider on Nov 6 and I am greatly concerned.   This resolution
contains numerous shortcomings but I shall focus here on just a few of the most egregious.   

The resolutions speaks of decommissioning as if there are little or no real world negative impacts.   Some of these
telescopes provide good jobs for the people of Hawaii County.   This will be real pain felt by the families those jobs
support.
There is no linkage to TMT anywhere in pledges to decommission.  TMT could still fail in Hawaii and the loss of
both TMT and these other telescopes will represent a huge diminishing of astronomy in Hawaii which includes
IFA.  Some of the telescopes slated for removal are still highly scientifically productive.
The exact dates of decommissioning are not fully within the control of UH.  Naming dates puts astronomy in
general and UH in particular at great risk of accusations of yet more broken promises.
There appears to have been little or no consultation with the existing Maunakea observatories regarding this
resolution.  They are as much a stakeholder as anyone.  Through numerous legal agreements, funding
arrangements, partnerships with UH, etc., how can they have been so ignored?
The 1998 audit may have been deservedly scathing but OMKM is now doing a very good job of upholding their
stewardship responsibilities.  This resolution unfairly tars present management with a brush that may have been
appropriate 20 years ago, but is no longer appropriate.

I hope you will consider amending this resolution.  Please do not pass it in its' present form.

Mahalo,
Grant Hill
Kamuela, HI
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Ho'ai Hawai'i <hoaihawaii@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 5:06 PM
Reply-To: hoaihawaii@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ho'ai Hawai'i
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Ivy McIntosh <3popoki@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 11:15 PM
Reply-To: 3popoki@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Ivy Iaea-McIntosh

Sincerely,
Ivy McIntosh
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Kepo?o Keli?ipa?akaua <jkkeliip@hawaii.edu> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 5:54 PM
Reply-To: jkkeliip@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Kepo'o Keli'ipa'akaua 

Sincerely,
Kepo?o Keli?ipa?akaua
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Mauna Kea And It's Native Hawaiian People..
M. L. <momiv808@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 6:23 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I Am Submitting This Letter To Fully Oppose Agenda Item's III.A and III.B, which WILL Adversely Impact The Inherent
Rights Of The Beautiful And Rare Native Hawaiian Cultural Practitioners And Undermine The University’s Responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I Oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine The Inherent Rights Of Native Hawaiian Cultural
Practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.!!!  Rules for
Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories and "commercial tours" and are not intended
to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are Extremely Inappropriate to The Uniquely Exceptional Place
That Is Mauna Kea, The Communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking
authority in the first place. We Urge You To Stop These Rules From Going Into Effect. Please..
 
Sincerely, 
       Momi V.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Lauren Muneoka <lauren@kahea.org> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 3:54 PM
Reply-To: lauren@kahea.org
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Lauren Muneoka

Sincerely,
Lauren Muneoka
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Sheila Okin <Sheila.okin902@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 5:32 PM
Reply-To: Sheila.okin902@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Sheila Okin
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Nina Puhipau <808eleu@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 4:35 PM
Reply-To: 808eleu@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Nina Puhipau
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Kiana Rapozo <Rapozo_2@hotmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 8:13 PM
Reply-To: Rapozo_2@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely, 
Kiana rapozo

Sincerely,
Kiana Rapozo
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
manifestaloha@yahoo.com <manifestaloha@yahoo.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 12:22 PM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha

I am a Hawai'i island voter and I support education, job oppourtunities, Hawaiian language and culture, and the
construction of TMT.

My main question regarding this resolution is, why is UH putting more restrictions on itself when the future of TMT is not
clear? What happens if TMT is compelled to leave because protestors are illegally blocking the road and the governor
and mayor refuse to take any action on this?

The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s substantial, positive impacts on the
University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international community.
The Resolution fails to clarify that its proposed decommissioning of five telescopes is contingent on construction of
the Thirty Meter Telescope. As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to
decommissioning five telescopes, including three that are highly productive. This would be a major blow to
Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for
the Big Island community.
When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder of MKSS and
stakeholder in management of the summit. Reorganization would have major consequences to observatory
operations and MKOs should be consulted.
MKO staff members are an integral part of the Big Island community. Decommissioning telescopes affects the
livelihood of people on Hawai`i Island and input from the observatories, their staff and the wider community should
be considered before any resolution is adopted.
The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution
before the board adopts the resolution.

It seems presumptive for UH to put restrictions on itself when so much about the future of the project is uncertain at this
point.

Mahalo
Katherine Roseguo

Please - remember, reduce, reuse, recycle, renew, refresh, recover, restore, respect, refuse, reintegrate, rethink,
revitalize, replant, replanet, regreen, refurbish, regrow, rot.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Symran Saggar <symransaggar@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 4:42 PM
Reply-To: symransaggar@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Symran Saggar
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Duke Sardinha <linebackerface@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 4:51 PM
Reply-To: linebackerface@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Duke Sardinha
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Jerald Satake <jeralds@hawaii.edu> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 9:28 PM
Reply-To: jeralds@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Jerald Satake
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

mauna kea rules
Jennifer Valentine <faboo1028@yahoo.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 7:55 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

There are many things wrong with the rules, including requiring a special permit to access the mauna at night,
fines as high as $2500, restricting cellphone and flashlight use and giving the university president full authority
over issuing permits. 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
Siyi Xu <xsynju@gmail.com> Sun, Nov 3, 2019 at 8:00 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

My name is Siyi Xu. I am a resident of the big island and I work at Gemini Observatory and I'm therefore a part of the
Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians, administrators and
other professionals who live on the Island of Hawaii and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides. My
testimony represents my own views, not those of my observatory or the MKOs. In response to the University of Hawai‘i
Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its
decision on Resolution 19-03.

MKO staff members are an integral part of the Big Island community.  Decommissioning telescopes affects the
livelihood of people on Hawai`i Island and input from the observatories, their staff and the wider community
should be considered before any resolution is adopted.
The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution
before the board adopts the resolution.
The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s substantial, positive impacts on
the University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international community.
The Resolution fails to clarify that its proposed decommissioning of five telescopes is contingent on construction
of the Thirty Meter Telescope. As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still
commit to decommissioning five (5) telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a
major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result
in job losses for the Big Island community.
When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder of MKSS and
stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have major consequences to observatory
operations and MKOs should be consulted

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, work for a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaii Island
community.  Please defer this resolution.

Mahalo,
Siyi
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Nanea Akiona <cakiona7@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:23 PM
Reply-To: cakiona7@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Nanea Akiona
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Opose Agenda items. It is my understanding that Mauna Kea is not zoned for
industrial use. The telescopes are considered industrial. Conflict with zoning, Hewa,
hewa, hewa.
1 message

Walterbea Aldeguer <walterbe@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 4:11 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.
I

Sincerely,
Walterbea Aldeguer
"E halupa no kakou. We flourish."
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

BoR Resolution 19-03
1 message

Christoph Baranec <baranec@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:28 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear University of Hawai’i Board of Regents:

From: Christoph Baranec, 4 November 2019

I oppose Board of Regents (BoR) Resolution 19-03 in its current form and recommend revision before the BoR makes
a decision.

Specific comment on points 1, 2 & 3: Please do not set unrealistic deadlines for the decommissioning of the Caltech
Submillimeter Observatory and Hokukea, nor for the establishment of the new UH Hilo telescope. These activities need to
be done the right way, and not in a hurry which could lead to unintended negative consequences.

Specific comment on points 4 & 5: There is no mention of TMT being built in Hawaii as a condition of removing active and
scientifically productive telescopes. In 2015, our Governor asked us to close 25% of the observatories in the Maunakea
Astronomy precinct before the TMT begins operation. Twenty-five percent of 13 is 3.25, not 5. And if TMT is not built in
Hawaii, we should only be decommissioning those telescopes which are not in routine use.

Specific comment on points 9 & 10: I support the tireless and often thankless efforts of the Office of Maunakea
Management (OMKM) and strongly encourage you to do the same. OMKM was established in 2000, as directed in the
Master Plan, to responsibly steward the land use and activities on the UH managed public lands of Maunakea. Since its
beginning, OMKM initiated the information gathering and research necessary to monitor the precious natural and cultural
resources that exist on Maunakea. They executed a comprehensive permitting processes for group visits/special
requests, film permits, scientific fieldwork, any proposed external changes to grounds, signs, facilities, etc. They run the
ranger program that helps to keep all visitors to Maunakea safe. And many other programs, to which I refer you to the
2009 Maunakea Comprehensive Management Plan. OMKM’s major remaining piece of work to fulfil their obligations to
the people of the State of Hawaii is to pass new Administrative Rules, and I am glad that this is back underway with the
BoR. While self-reflection and self-assessment are productive, reorganizing and restructuring the management of
Maunakea is a mistake that will send us backwards and not forwards.

General comment: This Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy and the Maunakea Observatory
Ohana’s meaningful, substantive and positive impacts on the University of Hawaii, State, and broader national and
international community.

Mahalo no kou manawa,
Christoph Baranec
Associate Astronomer, Institute for Astronomy
Board of Regents’ Medal for Excellence in Research, 2017
Resident of Hilo, Hawaii
_____________________________________

Christoph Baranec
http://high-res.org

http://high-res.org/
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Stacy Barretto <stayckb@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:09 PM
Reply-To: stayckb@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Stacy Barretto

Sincerely,
Stacy Barretto
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kallie Barnes <Kallieb@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:42 AM
Reply-To: Kallieb@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kallie Barnes
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1 message

mary@marybegier.com <mary@marybegier.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 8:24 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Regents,

 

I am writing this as a citizen of Hawaii Island.  I have had the benefit of being a member of the
Hawaii Island Chamber of Commerce for over 20 years.  I had the privilege of serving as the Vice-
President, President Elect and President of this august body.  In this volunteer capacity I started
reviewing the process for the Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP) for Mauna Kea.  This
included reading the environmental work that was done as well.  I attended endless number of
meetings and public hearings. This led me to become involved in the hearings for the TMT also. 

 

To say I learned a great deal is a gross understatement.  I met people from walks of life I may
never have had the opportunity to get to know. We refer to each other fondly as “butts in the seats
pals”.  Sometimes we disagree on many, many issues but we all respect that one another cares
deeply about our community which includes Mauna Kea.  It is from this community perspective I
am writing to you today.

 

Please, please reconsider the resolution that is currently being proposed by the MIG.  This reso is
not appreciating the value that UH Hilo has to the people of Hawaii island.  UHH is our largest
employer. Many of the position at UHH offer higher financial renumeration and career opportunities
not just in professor positions but clerical and administrative positions too.  It further does not
appreciate the commitment that the community made to “keep an eye on the universities
commitment to good stewardship of the mountain”.  We never suggested increasing the
decommissioning of 2 more telescopes taking the number from 3 to 5.

 

This watchful eye is demonstrated by the continued attendance at public hearings, testifying even
when unpopular in the room, confirmation of support for the astronomy industry ratified every year
as HICC leadership changes annually.  Attendance at meetings is not limited to Hawaii island but
hearings at the legislature and UH Regent meetings not held on Hawaii island.  This is done at
personal expense by many of our members myself included.  I am not looking for attention to my
financial expense but wanting to impress upon you that many citizens have put their money where
their mouth is.  Not only in airfare expense but the time that is invested.  Hours and hours away
from our own businesses.  It is worth it because the success of the astronomy industry which very
much includes the construction of TMT are that critically important to the quality of life on Hawaii
island.

 

As businesspeople that have to act nimbly to survive doing business in Hawaii, we are frequently
frustrated to see how cautious the university system is in decision making with regards to the
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astronomy industry especially OMKM.  There are some terrifically talented people employed at
OMKM but the lack of clear rules and lack of enforcement authority by the legislature of those rules
is frankly insulting. 

 

We don’t need new promises from the University in the form of a resolution.  We need the
University to focus on the promises already made (i.e. to approve rules) and to secure the support
and resources to insure that those promise are executed completely and faithfully.  That is the
fundamental step need to rebuild the trust amongst the stakeholders of the University, Maunakea,
the astronomy industry and most importantly the Hawaii island community. 

 

With Sincere Aloha,  Mary

 

Mary Begier, Realtor®, CRB, CRS

          Principal Broker

        Mary Begier Realty RB-14405

Where your real estate transaction is

just as important to us as it is to you!

    Big Island Off. 808-935-0737

     Honolulu Off. 808-733-5562

       Toll Free 800-728-8555

       Talk/text 808-348-5831
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Ben Blakemore <bbbizz55@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 6:10 PM
Reply-To: bbbizz55@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Rules such as those proposed would impose too high a burden on native Hawaiian practitioners and go against Hawaiian
cultural practices by imposing too many requirements on the the public in general and most especially Hawaiians.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ben Blakemore
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Eric Brown <erictbrown9@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:02 PM
Reply-To: erictbrown9@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Eric

Sincerely,
Eric Brown



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - My testimony in OPPOSITION

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649299496716154440&simpl=msg-f%3A16492994967… 1/1
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My testimony in OPPOSITION
1 message

Cheryl B <burgharc@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 9:09 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Here we are again writing you testimony on the "rules" and your "12" point resolution.  It seems to me that the BOR and
UH are like a child, throwing a tantrum, trying one more thing to get approval for something that you know is wrong, yet
you continue.  It is easy to understand because that tactic has worked on these islands for so long.  What we are trying to
tell you is that it NO LONGER will work.  

There are so many points of objection and opposition.  Itʻs like you are that kid again thinking, "hey, maybe if I change into
my "nice" clothes or talk more politely or change my wording", Iʻll get what I want.  WE see you and we continue to
oppose these rules as well as your "12" point resolution.

KAHEA and others have precisely worded the reasons for opposition.  Addressing the Hale Pohaku area, the Mauna has
enough structures, visitors.  It does not need Imiloa or any other business there.  Having watched the tour buses on their
way to the summit at night, pouring out undereducated visitors, trampling on silversword and even urinating outside the
provided toilets, all this within sight of the "rangers" on "duty".  Knowing that skiers are allowed to go down the slopes with
only a slap on the hand, while cultural practioners have to beg to go up the Mauna.  All of these things are not going to
change as long as UH ignores that they are on the "Hawaiian" Islands and are supposed to be taking care of the Mauna.
UH should not have any say on the Mauna. There is no compromise.  

Your continued mention of decommissioning telescopes is insulting.  Even the TMT on itsʻ own page admits that it does
not have a plan.  You know that shell game?  We have figured out where you put the marble and lining them all up with
astronomy is not good for the Mauna or for UH.  Astronomy is not the only science.  It is archaic and in great need of a
revamping.  By 2033, you think you are getting that lease?  Think again.  Itʻs konane, not checkers.

Finally, I would like to end with this.  UH and others have made huge mistakes in their understanding of Hawaiian cultural
practice and ways.  I am not an expert so will not speak to them.  What I will speak to is that in listening, watching and
learning over the last years, I can tell you that the Hawaiian culture and people are alive and thriving.  This means that
they know what places are sacred, now at this moment, not UH, the state or anyone else.   If a church in downtown
Honolulu, can move and still be considered sacred, then it is possible for that to occur on the Mauna.  It is possible that
new sites will be found, respected and honored. It is possible that ahu will be constructed and gatherings held.   IT is not
UH, the Hawai`i Supreme Court or anyone elseʻs place to make those decisions or to send weaponed militia to arrest
those who wish to continue their practices.

IT is way past time for UH and the BOR to change the lens from which they view Mauna Kea.  Itʻs amazing what one can
see when you make a better lens choice.

C. Burghardt
55 S. Kukui Street 904
Honolulu 96813

https://www.google.com/maps/search/55+S.+Kukui+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

resolution on Maunakea
1 message

Steven Businger <businger@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 2:23 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear BOR,

I appreciate the complexity of the TMT situation.  As a scientist who works with the astronomers I am intimately aware of
the exciting science, the wonder, and the opportunities for our keiki that the telescopes bring to Hawaii.  As the director of
the Maunakea Weather Center, I employ Hawaiians who work on the mountain to help keep all of us safe during periods
of hazardous weather.  My employees are afraid to speak out in favor of the TMT for fear of reprisals against their
children.  Friendships have been lost.  In this polarized environment, your support of the TMT and access to the mountain
are critical.  I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.  Mahalo niu loa for all you do for
Hawaii.

me ke Aloha, Steven

Steven Businger, Professor and Chair
Department of Atmospheric Sciences
2525 Correa Rd. 
University of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
(808) 956-2569
(808) 956-2877 FAX
businger@hawaii.edu
http://weather.hawaii.edu/
http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/MET/Faculty/businger/index.html

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2525+Correa+Rd?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:businger@hawaii.edu
http://weather.hawaii.edu/
http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/MET/Faculty/businger/index.html
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Personal Testimony Resolution 19-03
1 message

Joan Campbell <balanceyourlifenow@yahoo.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 9:09 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,
My name is Joan Campbell. I am a proud employee of W. M. Keck Observatory (for 13 years now) and part of the
Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees
who call the Big Island home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides. In response to the University of
Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR
defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.

• The MKO staffs are an integral part of the Big Island community. Decommissioning telescopes affects the livelihood of
people on the Big Island and input from the observatories, staffs and the Big Island community should be considered
before the resolution is adopted. 

• The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution before the
board adopts the resolution. 

• The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s meaningful, positive impacts on the
University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international community. 

• The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on construction of the Thirty
Meter Telescope. 

• As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to decommissioning five (5)
telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a global
leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big Island community.
 
• When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder of MKSS and
stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have major consequences to observatory operations
and MKOs should be consulted.

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaii Island
community.  Please defer this resolution. 

Thank you,
Joan Campbell
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Deandra Castro <Ddcastro@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:42 PM
Reply-To: Ddcastro@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Deandra Castro



UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03 
November 4, 2019 
 
 
Dear UH Board Members, 
 
My name is Jason Chin and I am an employee of the W. M. Keck Observatory. I am providing 
this testimony as a resident of the State of Hawaii and Hawaii County. As someone who has 
spent 43 years in Hawaii and was raised here from early childhood, I am extremely proud of the 
accomplishments of the Maunakea Observatories and the University of Hawaii. The University 
of Hawaii has a rightful place to be one of the top astronomical organizations in the world. The 
organizations associated with astronomy in Hawaii are second to none to those anywhere in the 
world. The knowledge gained here in Hawaii has lasting impacts in our understanding of the 
universe and our place in this vast frontier. We know so little of what is out there and the 
combined forces of the observatories provide the capabilities to do so. Fifty years from now, I 
want our children and our children's children to not only be proud of the achievements; but to be 
part of this endeavor. This gift of knowledge to mankind is like no other. Astronomy is 
something every resident of Hawaii can be proud of and be known for. 
 
Your resolution on the future of Maunakea can have similar positive impacts and possibly dire 
consequences. We know Maunakea is like no other place, for its sacredness, beauty, and its clear 
skies to view the heavens. The Thirty Meter Telescope being built on Maunakea is one major 
component that will help us to maintain our astronomical leadership, maintain UH’s dominance, 
and continue our gift to mankind. The Maunakea Observatories is a large community in Hawaii 
County in terms of its impact to education in addition to being an economic force. It’s unclear 
the resolution considers the impact of the observatories and their importance to our community. 
The loss of TMT to another site will have significant impact to the State of Hawaii and the 
communities it would serve. Not only will it affect the TMT organization; but it will have lasting 
negative impacts to existing organizations. All of this will ultimately diminished our standing 
and how we will be viewed 50 years from now. The Hawaiian culture makes decisions by 
looking seven generations ahead; I hope you will do the same. Any decisions, including removal 
of the telescopes and future management, should be considered with inputs from all stakeholders, 
including Maunakea Observatories. I respectfully request the Board to defer its decisions and 
seek additional guidance from all parties. I hope you will be mindful of the historic positive 
impacts from the observatories and will help to continue this gift for future generations so they 
can be proud of our stewardship. Someone before us had the forethought to ensure astronomy 
played an important role on Maunakea. I want all of our grandchildren to know we did our part 
so Maunakea remains a place of reverence, scientific relevance, and beauty for all to appreciate. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jason Chin 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Emma Ching <Emma6@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:18 PM
Reply-To: Emma6@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Emma Ching

Sincerely,
Emma Ching
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Charlene Holani <Holanic@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:59 AM
Reply-To: Holanic@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Charlene Holani
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Ursula Chong <uchong@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 7:39 AM
Reply-To: uchong@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ursula Chong



Mark Chun
1540 Mele Manu Street
Hilo, HI  96720

1 November 2019

University of Hawaii Board of Regents
Re: Testimony on Resolution 19-03 Relating to Maunakea
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear members of the Board of Regents,

I am writing to you to provide testimony on the Maunakea Permitted Interaction Group’s Resolution to Act on Items 
Relating to Maunakea Management that is being considered at the 6 November Board Meeting.  I have served as a 
faculty of the University of Hawaii for nearly 20 years and look back with pride on the positive impacts our 
University has had on the State of Hawaii and in the World.  I know that you are keenly aware of the challenges we 
currently face and the potential of these issues to tear our University community apart.  A fractured University of 
Hawaii will be devastating to our State.  As my Board of Regents I look to all of you to help our University leadership
chart a positive forward looking course for the University and therefore for our State.  I believe that many of the PIG’s
proposed resolutions are detrimental to this aim and that you should defer or reject the resolutions.

My principal objections are that (i) the resolutions establish expectations in the public that the University can not 
fulfill and that are not consistent with the TMT CDUP and (ii) in developing these resolutions you send a harmful 
message to the people working at your University.  For example, your resolutions on the decommissioning of 
telescopes seems at best uninformed.  The decommissioning of any facility on Maunakea is a complex and lengthy 
process.  As with any complex project there is a tension between schedule, budget, and quality/performance.   
Elevating one of these in the importance over the others generally comes at a cost to the others.   Is your intent to 
accelerate the schedule from that outlined in the TMT CDUP to make schedule the driving consideration?  To me the 
quality of the process and the quality of the decommissioning itself are far more important than the schedule.  Yes, 
there is an agreed upon decommissioning timeline in the TMT CDUP that must be met and we should seek to help 
that process move forward.  However, with these resolutions you prioritize schedule over the quality of this process.  
Ironically by staking out this position you have probably taken a minority view.  I think one area that nearly all agree 
upon is that decommissioning must be done well.  I think you have sent the wrong message to everyone.  

Inadvertent results can be as damaging as intention harm.   By stating timelines that are far from what can be 
reasonably accomplished you signal that the work or input of your faculty and staff are not of value.  You either did 
not consult with those members of the University that are aware of the process and timelines or you intend to set up 
the University to fail with these timelines.  By removing the coupling of the telescope decommissioning from TMT 
you send a message that you do not understand the impact of removing five facilities plus TMT on the Big Island 
community or do not value the importance of these facilities and their jobs to the University and the State of Hawaii.  
As a faculty member it is demoralizing to think that our own Board does not value our contributions or even worse 
has set us up to fail.   Intent or not, the resolutions do harm.

I appreciate that as Regents you have a challenging job to do over the next few years.  I appreciate that your decisions 
are very public and that they will be criticized by someone.   However, it for exactly these reasons that I am most 
disheartened by the resolutions.  You know that everything is being scrutinized.  You know that even non-binding 
resolutions send important messages to the community.  Approving these resolutions tell us that there was intent on 
the part of the Board.  In rejecting them you simply admit a mistake was made.   We, the University and the State of 
Hawaii, need you to be above the emotions and near-term decisions.  We need you to think strategically and with 
vision to help us position the University and State of Hawaii for the future.  We know the many challenges that we 
will face in the coming decades.  A healthy University of Hawaii with an engaged faculty and staff will be critical for 
this.   I urge you to step back from these resolutions.  Please reject or defer them.   

Sincerely,
-Mark Chun



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649307525670079000&simpl=msg-f%3A16493075256… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Bethany Comstock <bkcc@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:17 AM
Reply-To: bkcc@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

Aloha,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Bethany K.C. Comstock
bkcc@hawaii.edu

Sincerely,
Bethany Comstock

mailto:bkcc@hawaii.edu
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
2 messages

M?healani Contrades-Brun <4mahealani@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:00 PM
Reply-To: 4mahealani@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine my rights as a Native Hawaiian cultural practitioner
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

O wau me ka ha’aha’a,
Māhealani Contrades-Brun

Sincerely,
M?healani Contrades-Brun

M?healani Contrades-Brun <4mahealani@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:00 PM
Reply-To: 4mahealani@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

[Quoted text hidden]
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Jazmine Corpuz <Jocorpuz@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:01 AM
Reply-To: Jocorpuz@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Jazmine Corpuz

Sincerely,
Jazmine Corpuz
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UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
1 message

Lennox Cowie <cowie@ifa.hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 3:02 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

My name is Lennox Cowie and I am an employee of the Institute for 
Astronomy. I am writing to urge you to defer resolution 19-03. The rapid timeline for closing the telescopes would result in
many employees of the Mauna Kea observatories losing jobs on relatively short notice and the Big Island losing many
millions of dollars per year in telescope operations. Several  of the telescopes considered for closure are active and
productive facilities that could have
long and useful lives. It would be a tragedy and a major blow
to our astronomy ohana if we lose them. It is hard not to feel we are gradually losing one of Hawai'i's wonders and that our
search
to understand our universe will not be what it could have been.

Thank you for your consideration.

Lennox Cowie
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1 message

Thayne Currie <thayne.currie@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 2:48 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I oppose Resolution 19-03 as written as it is deficient in several key areas.

- The resolution does not properly acknowledge that the original request for decommissioning 5 telescopes was in
exchange for the construction of TMT.    The resolution should either a) clearly indicate that decommissioning of
telescopes besides CSO/VLBA is contingent on the construction of TMT on Mauna Kea or b) explicitly include support for
the Thirty Meter Telescope as a resolution item.  

- Any plans to decommission current telescopes should be made in consultation with the Institute for Astronomy and the
Mauna Kea Observatories, including (in the future) TMT.

- The resolution does not adequately acknowledge the substantive, longstanding value that astronomy has brought to
Hawai'i, especially to the Big Island.    Astronomy as a sector employs hundreds of Hawaii residents and provides a
critical gateway for educational and job opportunities during the construction and operation of observatories.

- The resolution does not adequately acknowledge the substantial gains made with stewardship on Mauna Kea since the
1998 auditor's report.   I have been to Mauna Kea since 2006.   The mountain is special to me.  And I strongly believe that
the mountain is managed well.   

Sincerely,
Thayne Currie
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Racquel DeGuzman-Bartels <Racqueld@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:33 PM
Reply-To: Racqueld@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Racquel DeGuzman-Bartels
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Leilani DiCocco <leilanimystic7@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:50 PM
Reply-To: leilanimystic7@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Leilani DiCocco
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Written comments on the Mauna Kea Management Rules
1 message

Jasalyn Dittmar <jasalynpaige@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 6:40 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear University Board Member Regents,

My name is Jasalyn Dittmar and I am writing today in support of both the telescope and the Kahea community. 

As a college graduate I do believe and understand the importance of development and research. The construction of the
30 meter telescope will bring many different scientists from diverse backgrounds together. I urge you then, not to turn a
blind eye then to the irony of preventing the use of the area of those Hawaii's and the public. To justify the exclusion by
reasoning the prevention of interference and vandalism opposes one of America's most cherished values; innocence until
proven guilty. 

Additionally, the significance of the Mauna Kea has been demonstrated over these last 3-4 moths of protest. I have seen
the support of this organization come from public figures (Dwayne Johnson, Leonardo DiCaprio, Jason Mamoa), and the
outreach of Kahea alike. Those efforts should provide sufficient evidence to the University regents that the Mauna Kea is
of extreme cultural importance. 

I would like to be so bold and point out the harsh treatment of the Tribal Nations during the 18th and 19th centuries.
Stripping peoples of there culture has proven to have lasting effects ranging from addiction, aggressive attitudes toward
authority, domestic problems etc. The point I am trying to make here is that to restrict and prevent the native communities
from entering, utilizing and remaining on the Mauna for non-destructive and peaceful purposes is a violation of rights (as
the Univeristy is a public entity) as well as a spiteful jest by the University to "pay back" any negatives feelings about the
recent peaceful protests. 

"The best negotiations leave both parties feeling they got screwed." Maybe the best course of action here is to construct
the telescope while including tribal leaders and allowing unrestricted access to the area. No one person should be given
ultimate authority to make permanent decisions.

I hope my testimony is helpful and unbiased. 

Thank you 
Jasalyn Dittmar
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
1 message

Steve Doyle <sdoyle@keck.hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 9:47 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,

 

My name is Steve Doyle.  I’m a long time employee of W. M. Keck Observatory and part of the Maunakea Observatories
(MKOs) `ohana  and am grateful for the many opportunities Maunakea has provided for myself and others. 

 

In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I
respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.

 

The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on construction of the Thirty
Meter Telescope.  As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to decommissioning
five (5) telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a major reversal in Hawai‘i’s stature in
astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big Island community.   Please defer this
resolution.

 

Mahalo,

Steve Doyle

 

Steve Doyle

SRP Technician

 

W. M. Keck Observatory

65-1120 Mamalahoa Highway

Kamuela, HI 96743

Main Office: 808-885-7887

Direct Line: 808-881-3519

Fax:  808-885-4464

Email: sdoyle@keck.hawaii.edu

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/65-1120+Mamalahoa+Highway+%0D%0A+Kamuela,+HI+96743?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/65-1120+Mamalahoa+Highway+%0D%0A+Kamuela,+HI+96743?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:sdoyle@keck.hawaii.edu
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Marcus Edwards <96edwards@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:13 PM
Reply-To: 96edwards@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Marcus Edwards
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kaimana Esquerra <kaimanae@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 3:51 PM
Reply-To: kaimanae@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kaimana Esquerra
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Mychel Estavillo <Chella_88@hotmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:03 AM
Reply-To: Chella_88@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mychel Estavillo
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kim Falinski <kimfalinski@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 10:14 AM
Reply-To: kimfalinski@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To the Board of Regents,

I am a UHM alum, and affiliate faculty.  I do not support the proposed rules changes.  The mountain is not just for UH, but
the people of Hawaii. The University has the privilege of being there, but has responsibility with that privilege.  The only
reason there is damage is because of previous use - the kia'i have been respectful and clean.  

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kim Falinski
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Armance Flores <armance@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:55 AM
Reply-To: armance@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Armance Flores

Sincerely,
Armance Flores
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Makanalani Fukui-Stoos <nevaehfs@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:03 PM
Reply-To: nevaehfs@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Makanalani Fukui-Stoos

Sincerely,
Makanalani Fukui-Stoos
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Randy Gonce <Rgonce@my.hpu.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 2:04 PM
Reply-To: Rgonce@my.hpu.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Randy Gonce
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Bruce Graham <btg52@hotmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:46 PM
Reply-To: btg52@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Bruce Graham
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Jowell Guerreiro <Jowell@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 4:12 PM
Reply-To: Jowell@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Jowell Guerreiro
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Elizabeth Guhl <eguhl@lion.lmu.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:25 PM
Reply-To: eguhl@lion.lmu.edu
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Guhl
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Davin Hannah



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649323628224978805&simpl=msg-f%3A16493236282… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

kaori-lei hanohano <kaori@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 3:33 PM
Reply-To: kaori@hawaii.edu
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Kanaka Maoli,
Native Hawaiian who are cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Kanaka Maoli, Native Hawaiian who are
cultural practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules
for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended
to prevent kanaka maoli, Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. Stop the dehumanizing of the kanaka maoli or Native Hawaiian
people. Our Queen Liliuokalani said "the voice of the people is the voice GOD."

Sincerely,

Kaori-Lei Kaʻimipono Hanohano

Sincerely,
kaori-lei hanohano
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Karen Haugeberg
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Reply-To: Rhyanh@hawaii.edu
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Rhyan Hayashida
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Reply-To: h4aloha@comcast.net
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Les & Cindi Heffner
Hawaiians living in Albuquerque, NM, but always loving our sadred Mauna Kea and one hanau.

Sincerely,
Kinikia Heffner
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1 message
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Reply-To: wongchong808@gmail.com
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Zaira Herrod



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649310974541437337&simpl=msg-f%3A16493109745… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
1 message

Paul Hirst <paul@phirst.org> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:11 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Board of Regents,

As a resident of Hilo, Hawai`i, I would like to submit the following testimony regarding UH Board of Regents Resolution
19-03:

I believe the resolution as currently written omits several important points, specifically:

1) Observatory staff members are a significant integral part of the Big Island community. The jobs provided by the
observatories are well paid by local standards and large fractions of this money is spent locally, contributing to the Hawai`i
island and state economy. In addition, observatory employees make above average contributions in volunteer service and
other positive contributions to our island communities. Decommissioning telescopes affects the livelihood of many people
on Hawai`i Island and input from the observatories, their staff and the wider community should be considered before any
resolution is adopted. 

2) The Maunakea observatories themselves have significant, substantive input that should be considered and
incorporated into the Resolution before the board adopts the resolution.

3) The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy and other Maunakea observatories' substantial,
positive impacts on the University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international community.

4) The Resolution fails to clarify that its proposed decommissioning of five telescopes is contingent on construction of the
Thirty Meter Telescope. As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to
decommissioning five (5) telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow to
Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big
Island community.

5) When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder of MKSS and
stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have major consequences to observatory operations
and MKOs should be consulted

Regards,
 Dr. Paul Hirst, Hilo



Testimony for November 6, 2019 University of Hawaii Board of 
Regents meeting in Hilo, Hawaii

Good morning Mr. Chairman and Regents, welcome, thank you for 
coming to Hilo!

I am Dr. Henry Lee Loy a Native Hawaiian physician, born and raised 
in Hilo, practiced here 35 years.

My father never finished high school, he was a firefighter, died of 
cancer waiting patiently for his Hawaiian homes land, he taught me 3 
things. 1) Education is the key to success 2) Care for others 3) 
Respect the cultural beliefs of everyone.

You made your parents proud: multiple degrees, accomplished and 
here you are serving others.

My story began differently,
Born at home, delivered by a midwife, my father gathered my ‘iewe, 
or afterbirth and in the Hawaiian tradition dug a deep hole and buried 
it in our yard to ensure a strong life for me.

This ʻāina...this land is what defines us. It connects us to the past, 
present and future. The power lies in our belief. We are bound by 
faith to our sacred Living Ancestor.
I am against constructing TMT on Mauna a Wākea.

I ask you to reject the proposed Mauna Kea Administrative Rules as 
the Life of the Land is not being perpetuated in righteousness, 
instead the rules perpetuatetheft, collusion, arrogance, and injustice 
toward Native Hawaiians.

But we show up strong. On the Mountain we are Mauna Strong 24/7. 
Young, old, men, women,children,LGBTQ.

...Sometimes the most difficult things to see are NOT far off in outer 
space, but RIGHT in front of our eyes! Hawaiians deserve better! We 
are not just your entertainment on football fields,and at lūʻaus.



No more will we be silent, banished from our sacred temple, 
imprisoned for our beliefs, treated like strangers in our own land!

SHAME, on those of you who take from us whatever you want, 
committing cultural genocide. Leaving us anger, suicide, addiction, 
homelessness.

Don’t turn your backs on us...now!

Those of you, Native Hawaiian, this is our homeland. We were here 
first, for those not Native Hawaiian our families welcomed your 
families when they arrived here with their hopes, dreams, and beliefs.

China, Japan, India, Canada, America, TMT, they have other options! 
Native Hawaiians do not!

The whole world is watching. We are not going anywhere!

We all love our families. How far would you go to protect yours? We 
love our Mountain, she is family. We practice Aloha ʻĀina. 
Understand our connection and you will find yours.

Our Kupuna were arrested and taken away, that ancestral trauma will 
last generations. YOU are the PILLARS of support for OUR 
community. Are you going to sign off and leave Hawaiians without a 
past? Missionaries did that! “Et tu Brute?“ You will never take away 
our dignity and the power that lies in our belief. If you try, TMT, TAKE 
ME TOO!

I sincerely and respectfully thank each of you for your professional 
attention today.
Henry K. Lee Loy MD

Internal Medicine
Recipient UH Hilo College Distinguished Allumni Award
Member Ahahui o’ na Kauka Association of Native Hawaiian 
Physicians
Member Pacific Region Indigenous Doctors Congress
Mauna Kea Protector
Mauna Medic volunteer



Member Royal Order of Kamehameha I
Kupuna

Henry K Lee Loy MD Inc.
1-808-969-2011
leeloyh002@hawaii.rr.com
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Charlene Holani
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Janea Howell
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Daniel Huber <danxhuber@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 3:41 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

My name is Daniel Huber and, as an employee of the UH Institute for Astronomy (IfA), I am a proud member of the
Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) ʻohana. Our community includes 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other
employees who call Hawaiʻi home and are grateful for the opportunities that Maunakea and astronomy in Hawaiʻi provide.
In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I
respectfully request that the BOR defer it's decision on Resolution 19-03.

- The staff at the MKO and IfA are an integral part of the Hawaiʻi community. Decommissioning telescopes affects the
livelihood of people on the Big Island, and input from the observatories, staff, and the Big Island community should be
considered before the resolution is adopted.

- The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy and MKO’s meaningful, positive impacts on the state of
Hawai‘i, and broader national and international community.

- The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on construction of the Thirty
Meter Telescope. 

- As written, if TMT is not built in Hawai‘i  it appears that the University would still commit to decommissioning five (5)
telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive (including one of the most productive telescopes in the world).
This would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and
result in job losses for the Big Island community.

I, and our entire MKO ʻohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaiʻi Island
community. Please defer this resolution.

Mahalo,
Daniel Huber
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Apuakea Huebner <Apkhuebner@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:21 PM
Reply-To: Apkhuebner@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Apuakea Huebner
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To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

 

 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!  This attempted further ‘taking’ of the sacred ‘aina at Mauna Kea is wrong.  Hawaiians have been
rightfully reclaiming their culture and heritage for many years now, and they are right to refuse to allow any further
desecration and disrespect for their sacred land.  In fact, instead of an 18-story telescope, a permanent structure
celebrating this movement and perpetuating the culture, including the gods and ‘myths’ of ancient Hawaii, should be built
on the very spot where the kupuna have taken a stand.

 

Jean Ka’onohi’aliloloa Jacques

 

Jean L. Jacques, Esq.

185 Winterhaven Circle

Palm Desert, CA 92260

Ph:  760-568-2059

Fx:  760-568-2058

Toll free:  877-399-1345

Em:  jean@jljesq.com

 

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This email, and any attachments, is intended only for use by the addressee(s), and may contain legally privileged and/or
confidential information.  If you are not the intended recipient of this email, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this email and any attachments, is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this email in error, please
immediately notify the sender by email (by replying to this message) or telephone (noted above) and permanently delete the
original and any copy of any email and any printout thereof.  Thank you for your cooperation with this request.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Precious Jaramillo <pkj3@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:01 PM
Reply-To: pkj3@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Precious Jaramillo



714 Kanoelehua Avenue      Hilo, Hawai’i 96720 

Telephone: 808-934-0177      Fax: 808-934-0178 

email: jccih@jccih.org      www.jccih.org 

 

 
 

 

 
UH BOR RESOLUTION 19-03 
 
Office of the Board of Regents 
2444 Dole St., Bachman Hall, Rm 209 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu 
BOR Meeting November 6, 2019 
UH Hilo Performing Arts 
 
November 4, 2019 
 
Subject: Testimony Against UH BoR Resolution 19-03 
 

University of Hawaiʻi Board of Regents: 
 

The Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Hawaiʻi (JCCIH) has been incorporated since 1951 and 
represent 320 members of the business community. Our purpose is to inform and educate our members 
and our Big Island community; stimulate interest and participation in civic activities by supporting passage 
of laws and ordinances beneficial to businesses and our community. 
 
JCCIH is requesting deferral of consideration of Resolution 19-03 until various Hawaii Island stakeholders 
have been consulted. 
 
The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on construction 
of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) as well as what will happen if TMT is not built.  There are telescopes 
identified in the Resolution that are highly productive telescopes that contribute to our global astronomy 

and if decommissioned would adversely affect astronomy in Hawaiʻi.  Decommissioning telescopes affects 
much more than the information they produce but the livelihood of staff and all they touch. 
 
When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, Maunakea Observatories (MKO) has been a 
primary funder of Maunakea Support Services and stakeholder in management of the summit. MKO should 
be consulted and included in the conversation. 
 
Please vote against/deferral for Resolution 19-03. 
 
Mahalo for your time, 
 
 
 
Donn Mende 
President 2019-2020 

Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Hawaiʻi 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

regarding the UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
1 message

Robert Jedicke <rjedicke@yahoo.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 2:30 PM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,
 
I’m a proud employee of the University of Hawaiʻi's Institute for Astronomy and part of the Maunakea Observatories
(MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who call Hawaiʻi home
and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides.  In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
(BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on
Resolution 19-03.

The staff at the MKO and IfA are an integral part of the Big Island community.  Decommissioning telescopes
affects the livelihood of people on the Big Island, and input from the observatories, staff, and the Big Island
community should be considered before the resolution is adopted.
The MKOs and IfA have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the
Resolution before the board adopts the resolution.
The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy and MKO’s meaningful, positive impacts on the
University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international community.
The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on construction of the
Thirty Meter Telescope.  As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaiʻi, it appears the University would still commit to
decommissioning five (5) telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow to
the worldwide astronomical research effort, to Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the
Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big Island community.
When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder of MKSS and
stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have major consequences to observatory
operations and MKOs should be consulted. 

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaiʻi Island
community.  Please defer this resolution.
 
Mahalo,
 
Dr. Robert Jedicke, Ph.D.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Janice Jong <jandanceshula@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:19 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern:

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the Universityʻs responsibility.

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing  a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory 
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea. Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University`s rulemaking authority in the first place. We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Janice Y. S. Jong

UH Board of Regents
University of Hawaii
Email:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

First name:
Janice
Last name:
Jong
Email:
jandanceshula@gmail.com

mailto:Email%3Abor.testimony@hawaii.edu
mailto:jandanceshula@gmail.com


11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649298353987445254&simpl=msg-f%3A16492983539… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Julia Kunewa <Girl_julia1@hotmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 8:51 AM
Reply-To: Girl_julia1@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Julia Kunewa
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Terrance Kahawaii <Tk47@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 10:37 AM
Reply-To: Tk47@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Terrance Kahawaii
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Stephanie Kahikina <skahikin@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:23 PM
Reply-To: skahikin@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Stephanie Kahikina



KAHU KŪ MAUNA
640 N. A‘ohoku Place, Room 203, Hilo, Hawai‘i  96720 Telephone:  (808) 933-0734
Mailing Address:  200 W. Kawili Street, Hilo, Hawai‘i  96720 Fax: (808) 933-3208

November 4, 2019

Statement from Kahu Kū Mauna
On the Board of Regents

Resolution 19-03

To Act on Items Relating to Maunakea Management

Kahu Kū Mauna reviewed the University’s Board of Regents’ (BOR) Resolution 19-03, “To Act 
on Items Relating to Maunakea Management” and offers the following position and statement.  

Kahu Kū  Mauna does not support Resolution 19-03 and strongly urges the Regents to 
reject this resolution. 

While it is noted that there is a general lack of clarity about the specifics of the resolution what is 
most apparent is the complete disregard of the community engagement process.  The BOR 
made a commitment to this community engagement process when it approved the “Mauna Kea 
Science Reserve Plan Master Plan” in 2000. 

Prior to the approval of the Master Plan, the community was not included or informed of the 
University’s planning, development and management processes relating to Maunakea. The 
situation on Maunakea became so intense it was clear that the University needed to recognize 
the community and include their participation in matters relating the management of Maunakea.   
The result was the 2000 Master Plan which major focus was a commitment to community 
engagement through the establishment of community-based management.  

“The master plan proposes a Mauna Kea Management Board as an integral part 
of the management of the mountain. These community voices will play an 
important role in keeping a broad management perspective. Beyond the Board, 
the Master Plan recommends that a Kahu Kūpuna Council be established to 
assist the Office of Mauna Kea Management in addressing these issues. This is 
a recognition that Native Hawaiian concerns are of special value and require 
special knowledge and wisdom to address appropriately. This committee will be 
composed of experts in Hawaiian culture and practice and will advise the Office 
in developing appropriate protocols and programs for the mountain and its 
management.” (Maunakea Science Reserve Master Plan, page XII-3) 

This resolution contains items of significance to the management of the mountain. The fact that 
Kahu Kū Mauna was not consulted before this resolution was published demonstrates a 
complete disregard of the community-based management process established by this Board.  I 
am sure the BOR would agree that the advantage of community based management is that it 
provides opportunities for those directly affected to have input into the decision making process. 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kalena Blakemore <kalena.blakemore@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:40 PM
Reply-To: kalena.blakemore@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Kalena K. Blakemore

Sincerely,
Kalena Blakemore



Community based management is what generates a vitality that establishes an essential 
representative voice that is fundamental to the stewardship of any kūleana. Kahu Kū Mauna 
Council members are all Hawaiʻi island residents with ancestral and genealogical ties to our 
'āina which is critical in preserving the cultural traditions of Hawaiʻi island, the various 
ahupuaʻa and, communities. 

Had the BOR maintained its previous commitment to the community engagement process the 
present situation might have been ameliorated. For instance, this is the only public vetting of this 
resolution. It is not surprising that the BOR is now resorting to reactionary tactics with no long 
term strategy to rely on. 

Pursuant to the Master Plan we have worked diligently to mālama Maunakea providing a 
Hawaiian perspective and advocating for cultural sensitivity. We are constant reminders to the 
Office of Maunakea Management that neither the University or even Kahu kū Mauna, is in any 
position to define or manage culture other than in compliance with rules and regulations, for we 
are all law abiding citizens.

It is an affront to our years of service to this University that our opinion was not solicited 
regarding Resolution 19-03.  Even more troubling is that the BOR has yielded its former 
commitment to community based management to the BOR as the sole decision making body.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kalena Blakemore <kalena.blakemore@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:40 PM
Reply-To: kalena.blakemore@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Kalena K. Blakemore

Sincerely,
Kalena Blakemore
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Autumn K-aloha <akaloha@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:28 AM
Reply-To: akaloha@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Autumn K-aloha
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Tyla Kalvaitis <Tylak@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:55 AM
Reply-To: Tylak@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Tyla Kalvaitis
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Noelani Kamana-Bouchard <volcanoe@hawaii.rr.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 8:08 AM
Reply-To: volcanoe@hawaii.rr.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Noelani Kamana-Bouchard
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

written testimony
1 message

Kuʻulei Kanahele <tracyk@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 3:00 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

4 November 2019

Aloha kākou,

I am submitting this letter in opposition of agenda items III.A and III.B.

Agenda item III.A – Final Report and Dissolution of the Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction Group and
Approval of Resolution to Act on Items Relating to Maunakea Management, including Budget Items

The proposed actions in this Resolution is insulting. Yes, you propose to decommission five telescopes. Yet, in an
article titled “Decommissioning Mauna Kea Telescopes Not As Easy As Switching Off The Lights”, dated August 15,
2019, Stephanie Nagata, director of the Office of Mauna Kea Management, speaks of scouting possible relocation sites
for the Hōkū Kea telescops and says, “The only place they can do it is really on Mauna Kea …we’re looking at Hale
Pohaku as a location.”

So yes, your resolution says it will decommission these telescopes, but conveniently leaves out that OMKM is scouting
relocation sites on Maunakea. More half-truths and lies.

Furthermore, I am against any and all future development on Maunakea, including the educational center “at Hale
Pohaku and/or another appropriate site on Maunakea”. Native Hawaiians have said over and over again, we do not
want any more development on the mauna. This educational center is offensive – no doubt targeted for the tourists and
foreigners, and not Native Hawaiians.

Agenda item III.B – Approve Adoption of Chapter 20-26, Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules, entitled “Public and
Commercial Activities on Mauna Kea Lands,” and transmittal to the Governor for Final Approval.

Constructing the TMT on Maunakea goes against the very purpose of your Chapter 20-26, which states that “The
purpose of these rules is to provide for the proper use, management, and protection of cultural, natural, and scientific
resources of the UH management areas …” For Native Hawaiians, the mountain’s scientific resource is its state of
“wākea” – being “broad, wide, spacious, open, unobstructed, …”. Hawaiian science requires that the mountain remain
in its pristine wākea state. Western science desecrates and destroys the cultural and natural resources of the mountain.
Western science, and the fact that it needs to desecrate the spaces it enters, should not be given priority over Hawaiian
science, especially in Hawaiʻi.

There are many of items in Chapter 20-26 that  I can call out for its hypocrisy, but the fact that the very purpose of
Chapter 20-26 will be violated by the construction of the TMT should be enough to not approve its adoption.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural
practitioners.  I urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

 

Sincerely,

Kuulei Kanahele, PhD candidate 

University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo
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Reply-To: mkarides@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) The hypocritical logic of UH is damaging its reputation. Priority access to the summit, if to exist
at all, should be for Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners. 

Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a vague permitting system for
the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory personnel, or government
entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  

Again, it has been UH who has failed to recognize, caretake, and respect the grounds of Mauna Kea, the double speak
by the University is evident, and this is most inappropriate for a higher education institution. Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Marina Karides
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Reply-To: Kaliana.keleibner@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kaliana Ke-Leibner



Dear Board of Regents, 

My name is Dr Tom Kerr.  I’m a 23-year employee at UKIRT which is part of the Maunakea Observatories 

(MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who call 

the Big Island home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides.  In response to the 

University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I 

respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03. 

 

For reasons the resolution does not make clear, UKIRT has been targeted for decommissioning with no 

mention of mitigation for the construction of the TMT, a change in policy that has not been explained in 

this resolution.  Although hard to justify given UKIRT’s prolific scientific productivity, some have found it 

too easy to continue to mention UKIRT as an observatory that needs to be decommissioned. This is not 

only an insult to the science of astronomy but an insult to the staff who have made UKIRT so successful. 

UKIRT is currently amongst the top five most scientifically productive and impactful observatories on the 

planet. We have few staff but our impact is enormous around the world. Closing UKIRT will not only 

destroy the lives of us who have spent our lives dedicated to UKIRT’s success but will send a message to 

the rest of the world that the University of Hawaii cares little for world-leading research and cares even 

less for the people who have made the IfA so successful.  

The staff at UKIRT have made the telescope one of the most important and productive observatories on 

the planet. They deserve more than this. Closing it down is madness and closing it down even if the TMT 

is not built on Mauna Kea will show the World that the University is no longer supportive of astronomy 

research. 

Please defer this bill or simply vote against it.  

Regards, 

Tom Kerr 

Director of UKIRT Operations. 
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Reply-To: skyla.kim1@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Skyla Kim
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Julia Kunewa <Girl_julia1@hotmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:36 PM
Reply-To: Girl_julia1@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Julia Kunewa
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Kalena Lanuza <kalena.lanuza.fnp@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:32 PM
Reply-To: kalena.lanuza.fnp@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Kalena Lanuza

Sincerely,
Kalena Lanuza
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Reply-To: loorache@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Rachel Loo
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Reply-To: Mblow@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Maluhia Low



To	whom	it	may	concern,	
	
I	am	submitting	this	letter	to	oppose	Agenda	items	III.A	and	III.B,	which	will	adversely	impact	the	rights	
of	Native	Hawaiian	cultural	practitioners	and	undermine	the	University’s	responsibility.		
	
1.)	(Agenda	item	no.	III.A)	Adopting	rules	restricting	access	and	use	of	Mauna	Kea	summit	lands	and	
implementing	a	vague	permitting	system	for	the	access	that	it	does	allow.	The	rules	apply	to	the	public,	
but	not	University	or	observatory	personnel,	or	government	entities.	
	
2.)	(Agenda	item	no.	III.B)	Passing	a	resolution	on	twelve	Mauna	Kea	management	steps	with	a	
supporting	budget.	
	
I	oppose	both	of	these	items	on	the	grounds	that	they	will	undermine	the	rights	of	Native	Hawaiian	
cultural	practitioners	and	ultimately	defeat	the	purpose	of	having	rules	to	manage	the	summit	area	of	
Mauna	Kea.		Rules	for	Mauna	Kea	are	primarily	intended	to	regulate	the	University,	observatories,	and	
commercial	tours	and	are	not	intended	to	prevent	Native	Hawaiian	practitioners	from	their	customs	and	
traditions.	
	
The	University	has	presented	us	with	proposed	rules	that	are	inappropriate	to	the	unique	place	that	
Mauna	Kea	is,	the	communities	that	it	has	assembled,	and	the	histories	that	led	to	the	University’s	
rulemaking	authority	in	the	first	place.		We	urge	you	to	stop	these	rules	from	going	into	effect.	
		
Sincerely,	
	
Lily	Lyons	
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nadinemanset@yahoo.com <nadinemanset@yahoo.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 2:13 PM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,

My name is Nadine Manset. I've been working at the Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope and been
part of the Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) ʻohana for over 20 years. I have colleagues and
friends in virtually every MKO, and I am a proud member of a community of over 500 scientists,
engineers, technicians, and other employees who call the Big Island home. While I work at the
Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope, I write to you today as a private citizen.  

In response to the University of Hawai'i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the
following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.

The resolution, as currently written, does not explain that the decommissioning of 5 telescopes is
directly related to the TMT. It also does not consider which action would be taken if the TMT is not
built in Hawaiʻi. As written, the resolution is incomplete and lacks foresight.

Many of my colleagues, whose jobs are on the line, have been unnecessarily distressed by the
resolution, and the whole MKO community is negatively affected.

I, and our entire MKO ʻohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our
Hawaii Island community.  

Please defer your decision regarding this resolution.

Mahalo,

Nadine Manset
Nīnole



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649322984054513111&simpl=msg-f%3A16493229840… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Ralda-May Marshall <83ralda@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 3:22 PM
Reply-To: 83ralda@gmail.com
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Ralda-May Marshall

Sincerely,
Ralda-May Marshall
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Martha E. Martin <mauimartha@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:29 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, "Martha E. Martin" <mauimartha@gmail.com>

Thank you for accepting comments on the proposed  rules for Mauna Kea.
Please write rules that cover everyone going there, and don't exempt the University itself.
The reason for doing this is because jurisdiction  over wilderness areas belongs to the State of Hawaii DLNR, not the
University.

These new rules should not be punitive against cultural and traditional uses of the summits.

The University of Hawaii purpose is education.
Advancing science and using it to improve life is one of the education goals.
A majority of scientists now agree that global warming is the biggest scientific threat facing us today.
Stronger winds, hurricanes, hotter temperatures, sea level rises and bigger floods will harm Hawaii.
Using science to avoid disasters caused by global warming  is urgently needed for the public good.

Please add to the proposed rules conditions to lessen global warming threats.
Construction of new observatories ought to be banned, for they depend on carbon fuels to build.
Please add a requirement for the use of renewable fuels by all visitors to the summits.
The Observatory employees and commercial visitors should be required to use renewable energy transport.
The  Observatories should be required to operate on renewable energy.

Combatting  global warming is an urgent need today.
To protect Hawaii for future generations, please prioritize combatting global warming.

Mahalo,
Martha E. Martin
40 Kunihi Lane #226
Kahului, HI 96732

808-868-0300  mauimartha@gmail.com

November 4, 2019

https://www.google.com/maps/search/40+Kunihi+Lane+%23226+Kahului,+HI+96732?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/40+Kunihi+Lane+%23226+Kahului,+HI+96732?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:mauimartha@gmail.com
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Victoria McKay <vmckay@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 4:59 PM
Reply-To: vmckay@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Victoria McKay
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Kelly McLain <kmclain74@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:09 PM
Reply-To: kmclain74@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. The U.S. never legally acquired Hawaii. You have no legitimate
authority over Mauna Kea. Please cease and desist from acting as if you do have such authority.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kelly McLain
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Zakiya Msikizi <Findzakiya1@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:52 PM
Reply-To: Findzakiya1@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Zakiya Msikizi
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
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Nadine Graham <nadinemalia@hotmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:21 PM
Reply-To: nadinemalia@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely with Aloha,

Nadine Malia Graham
1322 Glen Avenue
Wahiawa, HI 
96786

808-463-7383
nadinemalia@hotmail.com

Sincerely,
Nadine Graham

mailto:nadinemalia@hotmail.com
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kaomealani Naone <Kaomealani@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:29 PM
Reply-To: Kaomealani@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kaomealani Naone
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Laura O’Connor <Laura_oconnor2006@hotmail.co.uk> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:29 PM
Reply-To: Laura_oconnor2006@hotmail.co.uk
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Laura O’Connor
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1 message

Andrew Odell <aodell@keck.hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:46 PM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,

 

My name is Andrew Odell.  I’m a proud employee of W. M. Keck Observatory and part of the Maunakea Observatories
(MKOs) ‘ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who call the Big Island
home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides.  I’m also a proud graduate of the University of Hawai‘i,
William S. Richardson School of Law – an institution that instilled in me the value of engaging the broader community to
help answer difficult questions.

 

In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I
respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.

 

The MKO staffs are an integral part of the Big Island community.  Decommissioning telescopes affects the
livelihood of people on the Big Island and input from the observatories, staffs, and the Big Island community should
be considered before the Resolution is adopted.
The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution
before the board adopts the resolution.  Passing this Resolution without meaningful MKO consultation falls short of
the University of Hawai‘i’s values.
The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s meaningful, positive impacts on the
University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international community.
The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on construction of the
Thirty Meter Telescope.
As written, if TMT is not built in Hawai‘i, it appears the University would still commit to decommissioning five (5)
telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a
global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big Island
community.
With respect to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder of MKSS and
stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have major consequences to observatory
operations and MKOs should be consulted.

 

I, and my entire MKO ‘ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawai‘i Island
community. 

 

Please defer this resolution.

 

Mahalo,

Andrew G. Odell

Kamuela, Hawai‘i
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Lena Pahia <Lenapahia2@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:17 PM
Reply-To: Lenapahia2@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Lena Pahia
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Melanie Park <Melanie.m.park@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:39 PM
Reply-To: Melanie.m.park@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Melanie Park
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1 message

Ke'ala Lee Loy <keleeloy@hawaii.rr.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:19 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Testimony for UH Board of Regents: Nov. 6, 2019

 

To:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha UH Board of Regents,

 

I am Pauline Ke’ala Lee Loy, retired educator and former County of Hawai’i Cultural Resources Commissioner and I urge
you to reject the Mauna Kea Administrative Rules as they are.

Bigger, better, more is a westernized, americanized concept fueled by capitalistic greed with the potential to result in
smaller,worst and less.

Powerful politicians and special interest groups continue to pitch this concept in our tiny but vulnerable islands in the
middle of the vast Pacific covering 1/3 of the earth’s surface. The nature of our geography does not support this massive
construction. Island living has NEVER nor will EVER have the capacity for this thinking.

We will be reminded of that when shipment containers fail to deliver the 90% of consumable goods we have become
dependent on in Hawai’i.

Kanaka, the host culture of this ‘āina have always been mindful and careful practitioners of a subsistence economy. Island
living is perfectly landscaped for sustainability if we recall the fundamental needs of humans: water, food, shelter.

 

The University was instructed to come up with Administrative Rules to help you better manage the 50 years of
mismanagement, yet somehow you have failed and managed to mismanage by coming up with rules that restrict
Hawaiian access and ability to continue our cultural practices essential to our health and wellness.  The charge was for
UH to become better stewards of the land not kanaka.

Since at least 2000, the University has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next 20 years”, the
renewed promise in 2019 to do so by 2033 does not account for this past broken promise.

I can assure you there will be resentment harbored for many years to come by those who live on Hawaiʻi island with your
wrongful decisions. From my residence in Kaūmana I am forced to view the unsightly blemishes on once pristine Mauna a
Wākea. I resent that only three of you are from Hawai’i island, yet you as a body get to make decisions about the island I
have lived my lifetime on. Will you rise each morning to gaze at the mountain with its blemished silhouette?

Having been on the cultural resources commission for the County of Hawai’i, we were told that deconstructed telescopes
would be taken to Hawai’i island landfills. Three of you are Hawai’i island board members, will our island landfills support
this waste?  Will it support the waste of a Thirty Meter Telescope thirty years from now when it is rendered obsolete?

 

Your plan is presumptuous and layered with pre-suppositions of renewed leases insulting to our intelligence.

 

mailto:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
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Your astronomers may have lobbied for “light pollution” legislation to keep Hawaiʻi island in the dark literally, but we are no
longer in the dark and we will work relentlessly to reverse light pollution laws that have placed us in dangerous darkness
for the selfish benefit of astronomers.

We will no longer allow foreign interests to make decisions on our homeland, be it crown or government lands ceded in
trust to Hawai’i as a condition of statehood or Department of Hawaiian Home Lands as a result of the Hawaiian Homes
Commission Act.

Kanaka absolutely and equivocally will be in the boardroom and at the table with fellow board members and
commissioners for all affairs that concern kanaka. We will no longer be absent, erased or uninvited. In fact, we will create
our own political table if need be.

It would be wise to take that fact into account when you cast your votes today regarding the administrative rules. Your
lease ends in 2033. It will NOT BE RENEWED.

Pauline Keʻala Lee Loy

keleeloy@hawaii.rr.com

mailto:keleeloy@hawaii.rr.com
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1 message

Mike Pohlen <mpohlen@mail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:35 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,
 
I am a resident of Hilo, Hawaii, working at the UKIRT observatory, and I would like to give some comments regarding the
University of Hawaii Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03 from my personal standpoint.

While I do see more work is needed to finally sort out the Maunakea Management issue, and acknowledge that this draft
resolution has good intentions to do so, I believe some points go in the wrong direction.

I fully support your point 1, i.e. to decommission the Caltech Submillimeter Observatory (CSO) as soon as possible.
However, the CSO stopped observing in 2015, and should have been taken off the mountain a long time ago. This would
have shown that you adhere to your updated management plans from 2009, which were setup to overcome the 'good old
days' when Native Hawaiian input wasn't really looked for.

Taking down Hokukea to lower the telescope footprint on the top of the mountain also makes sense. Given the harsh
working conditions at the summit, a hands-on educational telescope for students is better located at a lower elevation,
without losing 95% of its benefit, so I fully endorse your point 3.

However, in point 4 you propose to take down a highly productive telescope by the end of 2024, without clarifying that this
is contingent on construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT). In addition, the 10-point agenda by the Governor Ige in
2015 announced to decommission at least 25 percent of all telescopes *by the time TMT is ready for operation*, which is
far off from 2024, if it is ever build.

The same comment is valid in regards to your point 5, where you mention two more telescopes for decommissioning,
without mentioning the TMT.

Decommissioning active telescopes affects the livelihood of people on the Big Island and input from the observatories,
staffs and the Big Island community should be considered before such a resolution is adopted. Does a majority in our
community really want to decommission the existent telescopes, even if the TMT isn't build? I would see this as a major
blow to Hawaii’s position as a global leader in astronomy, it will diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job
losses for the Big Island community.

So I respectfully request that the BOR does not support the Resolution 19-03 in its current form.

Mahalo,

Michael Pohlen
 



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - Testimony concerning UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649324247931905529&simpl=msg-f%3A16493242479… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>
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1 message

Andrew Repp <arepp@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 3:42 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha mai,

My name is Andrew Repp. I'm a graduate student and employee of the University of Hawaii Institute for Astronomy (IfA),
and I am thus also part of the Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) 'ohana. This 'ohana includes more than 500 scientists,
students, engineers, technicians, and other staff who live in Hawai'i and appreciate the opportunities provided by
astronomical operations on Maunakea. Regarding the UH Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, I have the following
concerns:

The Resolution does not clarify that the decommissioning of five telescopes is contingent on construction of the
Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT). Given the current wording of the resolution, it appears that even if the TMT is not
built in Hawai'i, the University would still commit to decommissioning five telescopes--including three that are
currently quite productive. This would represent a significant loss with no corresponding gain. It would deal a
severe blow to Hawai'i's global leadership in astronomy, it would degrade the reputation and quality of the IfA, and
it would cause loss of jobs on the Big Island.

The Resolution does not acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy and the MKOs' significant and positive impacts
on UH, the state, the nation, and the international community. Furthermore, the IfA and MKO staff are an important
part of the Big Island community. Since decommissioning of the telescopes would affect their livelihoods, I submit
that the observatories, their staff, and the Big Island community should have the opportunity to provide input into
this Resolution. In particular, MKO and the IfA should be allowed to provide significant and substantial input into
the wording of the Resolution before it is adopted by the Board.

Regarding reorganization of summit management, the MKOs are a major funder of Maunakea Support Services
(MKSS); they are also important stakeholders in management of the summit. Reorganizations would have major
consequences for observatory operations, and the sections of the Resolution dealing with management ought
therefore to include language produced in consultation with the MKOs.

For these reasons I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03. I, together with our whole
MKO 'ohana, look forward to a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea and the corresponding benefits to the Big Island
community.

Mahalo nui loa,

Andrew Repp
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Michelle Rojas <mikala_mar05@hotmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 7:59 AM
Reply-To: mikala_mar05@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. Do the right thing.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Michelle Rojas
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1 message

Margarita Scheffel <mscheffel7@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 10:20 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

My name is Margarita Scheffel.  I’m a long-term employee of W. M. Keck Observatory whose
family has made their home here and part of the Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) `ohana – a
community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians, administrative professionals and other
employees who call the Big Island home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea
provides.  In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and
for the following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-
03.

Most significantly:

The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into
the Resolution before the board adopts the resolution.

The Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s meaningful,
positive impacts on the University of Hawai‘i, State, and broader national and international
community.

The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on
construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope.

The MKO staffs are an integral part of the Big Island community. Decommissioning telescopes
affects the livelihood of people on the Big Island and input from the observatories, staffs and
the Big Island community should be considered before the resolution is adopted.
The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into
the Resolution before the board adopts the resolution.

When it comes to reorganization of the management functions, the MKOs are a primary funder
of MKSS and stakeholder in management of the summit.  Reorganization would have major
consequences to observatory operations and MKOs should be consulted.

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our
Hawaii Island community.  Please defer this resolution. 

Mahalo,

Margarita Scheffel
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Sunsearay Solatorio <Skrs@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 10:36 AM
Reply-To: Skrs@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Sunsearay Solatorio
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Jodie Stai <paugra@telus.net> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 6:39 AM
Reply-To: paugra@telus.net
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and consider my points

Sincerely,

Paul Grayhurst
Kimberley, B.C. Canada

Sincerely,
Jodie Stai
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Jacqueline Sterling <Jsterlin@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:30 PM
Reply-To: Jsterlin@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Sterling
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Kei Szeto <szetomse2015@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 4:13 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

My name is Kei Szeto.  I'm a proud employee of Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope and part of the Maunakea
Observatories `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who call the Big
Island home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides.  While I work at the Canada-France-Hawaii
Telescope, I write to you today as a private citizen.  In response to the University of Hawai'i Board of Regents (BOR)
Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-
03.

While the Maunakea Observatories (MKO) staffs are the major stakeholder for Hawai'i of being a global leader in
astronomy and we are an integral part of the Big Island community, the Resolution fails to acknowledge the substantive
and positive impacts of MKO, and, specifically, the University of Hawai'i's Institute for Astronomy on the State, national
and international scientific community. Most importantly, given its significant impacts on the future of Maunakea, we
should be consulted and with our feedback incorporated as part of the process before the Board can adopt a Resolution,

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaii Island
community.  Please defer this resolution.

Mahalo,
Kei Szeto



 

JoAnn ‘Umilani Tsark 
1669-B Pālolo Avenue      Honolulu, Hawai`i    96816                    Home: (808)732-3323  Cell: (808) 721-7511 
  

 

 

Date: 11/4/2018 

 

To:  University of Hawaii Board of Regents 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the 

rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility.  

 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands 

and implementing a vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the 

public, but not University or observatory personnel, or government entities. 

 

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a 

supporting budget. 

 

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian 

cultural practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of 

Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, 

and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their 

customs and traditions. 

 

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that 

Mauna Kea is, the communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s 

rulemaking authority in the first place.  We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
JoAnn U. Tsark MPH 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
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Gita Tucker <gitatucker@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 6:06 PM
Reply-To: gitatucker@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Gita Tucker
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R Tully <rtully@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 3:13 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
Cc: Roy Gal <roygal@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,

 My name is Brent Tully.  I have been a proud employee of the UH Institute for Astronomy and part of the Maunakea Observatories
`ohana for 44 years.  In total, I have spent a year of my life on Maunakea and love it dearly. I am part of a community of 500+
scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who call Hawaiʻi home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea
provides.  In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I
respectfully request that the BOR defer or amend its decision on Resolution 19-03.

 The present Resolution mandates the decommissioning of 5 telescopes on prescribed schedules.  This plan is a concession to
counterbalance the proposed construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT).  As worded, the removal of the 5 telescopes is
mandated independent of the future of the TMT.  A carrot is offered without a stick.  Opponents of TMT will gladly accept the
mandate and continue to oppose TMT; the administration now in a weaker position to motivate a settlement.

 The ownership of at least one of the facilities that would be removed is currently an organization unrelated to the university or the
state.  There might be legal issues with mandating a decommissioning of such a facility on a date within its lease agreement.  

 A path forward with the present conflict of views may well involve a reorganization of the management of the Maunakea Science
Reserve that provides for a greater voice from the Hawaiian community.    However, a plan contemplated by the Hawaii State
Senate went too far by excluding astronomy interests from the management.  Whatever the structure of the governance, the
international community of observatories will expect the maintenance of the current high level of such functions as food and
residence services, road maintenance, power and communications, and security.  If it is argued that Hawaiian cultural practitioners
have standing with respect to Maunakea, so surely do the observatories.

 Maunakea is special to Hawaiians.  As the best place on the ground to study the heavens and learn about our place in the
universe, Maunakea is special to all humanity.

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaiʻi Island community.  Please
defer this resolution.

 Mahalo,

R Brent Tully
Astronomer



11/4/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - Testimony for the November 6, 2019 UH Board of Regents meeting

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1649266530586461406&simpl=msg-f%3A16492665305… 1/2

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony for the November 6, 2019 UH Board of Regents meeting
Watson Varricattu <watsonpv@yahoo.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:25 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
Cc: watson Varricattu <watsonpv@yahoo.com>

Aloha University of Hawaii Board of Regents,

I am a resident of Hilo, Big Island, working as an astronomer at the UKIRT observatory.  While my comments given below
are influenced by my understanding of UKIRT and how it has effectively served the astronomy community and the public
for 40 years, I write this letter to express my personal views on some of the items listed in the proposed resolution by the
UH Board of Regents to be taken up during the meeting on November 6, 2019.

When the Governor of Hawaii announced the 10-point plan in May 2015 for a better stewardship of Maunakea
(https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/news-release-governor-david-ige-announces-major-changes-in-the-stewardship-
of-mauna-kea/), it was projected that 25% of the telescopes currently on Maunakea will be decommissioned by the time
the TMT is ready for science operations.  However, the UH Board of Regents’ latest resolution dated October 15, 2019
(https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2019/10/15/regents-to-consider-maunakea-resolution/) to be considered in the November 6
meeting states that the UKIRT observatory will be decommissioned by the end of 2024. 

Contrary to the announcement of the Governor’s plan, which would allow the telescopes to continue to operate until close
to the start of the TMT operations, the current resolution of the BOR to decommission UKIRT by the end of 2024, without
any reference to the TMT, is really worrying.  It is hard to comprehend why the university is taking this path.  May I list
some of my questions and concerns regarding this decision:

       (a) While the 10-point agenda announced by the Governor was to remove some of the telescopes by the time TMT
starts science operations (which would happen only if the TMT is built), isn’t it a premature move to remove some of the
productive facilities by 2024?

       (b) What was the reason for identifying UKIRT as the third telescope to be removed? The scientific productivity of
UKIRT is high. Even after 40 years of service, it is still one of the most productive telescopes of its class in the world.
When the UH took over the ownership and operations of UKIRT, I genuinely expected that the UH would bring more
instruments in, which will attract more operational partners and enhance its scientific productivity as long as it is legally
allowed to function.  It is disheartening to see that the UH is now on a resolution to decommission it as early as 2024.

       (c)  UKIRT is owned and operated by the UH, but a major fraction of the expenses for its maintenance and operations
is provided by its operational partners outside Hawaii. All that money is spent here.

       (d) UKIRT is remotely operated from Hilo.  The observatory doesn’t have night-time staff members driving up the
mountain.   This significantly reduces the pollution by driving activities.  In addition, you will notice that the building
footprint is very small and the building is not very high.  In summary, it does not take much from the mountain, but what it
gives back is second to none.

       (a) There may have been criticisms of the ways Maunakea had been managed, and the BOR has determined that
unmet responsibilities remain.  Does it mean that productive facilities have to be terminated way before government
authorities are willing to let them continue?  I do believe that taking corrective steps at a fast pace is more important to
restore the faith of the public in the university.  A good example is the Caltech Submillimeter Observatory (CSO), which
had announced its plan in 2009 to stop operations and decommission, and had voluntarily stopped operations in
September, 2015.  It is worth thinking why the removal of the CSO has not happened even more than four years after
formally stopping the observations.  If the first vehicle to remove CSO had gone up before trying to move the first vehicle
to construct TMT, I sincerely believe that the latest protest against TMT on Maunakea would not have been this severe. 
The general public would have had more trust in the university’s commitments to the community and especially to those
who have a deep spiritual connection to the mountain.  I have full faith that the university wants to remove it, but this long
delay is shifting the mentality of the people, even those who want to support the university, to a mode of doubting its
commitments.

https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/news-release-governor-david-ige-announces-major-changes-in-the-stewardship-of-mauna-kea/
https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2019/10/15/regents-to-consider-maunakea-resolution/
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       (b) For the university to demonstrate its commitment to the community, I believe that it is important to do a more
proactive role in managing the facilities it is entrusted with, instead of removing the facilities it is expected to manage.

Sincerely,

Watson Varricattu

watsonpv@yahoo.com

 

mailto:watsonpv@yahoo.com


 

Headquarters: 65-1120 Mamalahoa Highway, Kamuela, HI 96743 
Phone (808) 885-7887  Fax (808) 885-4464 

Testimony	to	the	UH	Board	of	Regents	
RE:	Resolution	19‐03	

November 4, 2019 

Aloha, 

We wish to state our opposition to the UH Board of Regents plan to decide on resolution 19‐03, 

relating to Maunakea. We seek deferral of consideration of this resolution until there has been 

significant further consultation with the Maunakea Observatories. It is our view that adopting 

the resolution will be harmful to the W. M. Keck Observatory (WMKO) and to its scientific 

partners, which include the University of Hawaii. 

This testimony is offered in support of the testimony of the Maunakea Observatories. 

The W. M. Keck Observatory is the pre‐eminent ground‐based optical/infrared observatory in 

the northern hemisphere; on a per‐telescope basis the twin Keck telescopes are the most 

scientifically impactful worldwide for the period 2013‐2017 (and have been dominant since they 

started science operations in 1996). As a 1/8th partner in the science observing time, the 

University of Hawaii’s Institute for Astronomy has been a major beneficiary of this world‐leading 

research facility and it has contributed greatly to the stature and prestige of the Institute, its 

faculty and the University of Hawaii. 

Maunakea has a 50+ year history of astonishing astronomical discovery.  Results from the 

Maunakea observatories have transformed the scientific landscape, and have contributed 

immeasurably to the advancement of science. UH as a scientific partner in this endeavor has 

benefited enormously, and it has been absolutely critical to the UH Institute for Astronomy’s 

well‐deserved reputation as a world‐leading astronomy research institute.  

In addition, the observatories have contributed significantly to the economic and educational 

vitality of the Hawaii Island community. Our more than 500 staff are established members of the 

community; WMKO alone employs over 130 staff.  Collectively we have exhibited a strong 

commitment to STEM education, crucial to our long‐term future and the health of the State. We 

have worked to educate and inspire students and the broader community through public 

lectures, sending our staff into schools, and through on‐site and community events. We make 

available meaningful opportunities for high school and university students from Hawaii to 

participate directly in our scientific research, and provide work opportunities and internships to 

improve their workforce skills. 



W. M. Keck Observatory 
Testimony to the UH Board of Regents 

November 4, 2019 

2 
Headquarters: 65-1120 Mamalahoa Highway, Kamuela, HI 96743 

Phone (808) 885-7887  Fax (808) 885-4464 
 

There are three proposals in the resolution that we believe are potentially very harmful to 

WMKO’s ability to fulfil its mission: the plan to decommission 5 telescopes whether or not the 

TMT is built; the proposal to reorganize and restructure the management of Maunakea without 

input from the existing observatories and the proposal to transfer the management of 

Maunakea from UH to another entity without input from the observatories. 

We recognize that the CSO and Hoku Kea observatories will be decommissioned as they no 

longer serve a scientific purpose atop Maunakea.  However, the remaining telescopes identified 

all provide important scientific research; prematurely decommissioning them in the absence of 

constructing TMT on Maunakea will significantly erode the science productivity and future 

scientific potential of Maunakea. The resulting loss of national and international stature of the 

Maunakea astronomy research complex will have far‐reaching effects. It will reduce the 

attractiveness of Hawaii as a place to work in astronomy, impacting our ability to attract and 

retain top‐flight staff; it will negatively impact the funding environment for upgrades and new 

instrumentation due to a lessened scientific output, further reducing the scientific productivity 

of the remaining observatories; and it will increase the burden on the remaining observatories 

to fund common infrastructure, such as road maintenance, snow clearing, communications and 

the operation of the Hale Pohaku dormitories. We therefore recommend that UH undertake an 

external, non‐advocate review to assess which telescopes are approaching the end of their 

useful life and make appropriate decisions based on such a committee review. 

The proposal to consider altering the management of Maunakea without input from the 

Maunakea Observatories has the potential to significantly affect our ability to operate efficiently 

and in a cost‐effective way. Services provided by UH, particularly those of the Maunakea 

Support Services (MKSS) directly impact our ability to carry out our work.  We rely on the 

responsiveness and professionalism of MKSS year‐round. As primary funders and primary 

stakeholders in MKSS, it is imperative that we, the MKOs, have a meaningful role in any 

potential restructuring of the management of Maunakea, particularly regarding MKSS functions. 

Finally, we are concerned about the implications of a change to the overall management of 

Maunakea.  It is essential that the interests of astronomy are properly articulated and advocated 

for in any governance structure.  Presently the IfA fulfils this role within the university, but if the 

governance is transferred to another entity, it is not clear who would be the advocate for 

astronomy.  It is possible that without such advocacy a different governance entity could take 

decisions that are damaging to the interests of astronomy, simply through lack of understanding 

of the impacts. An example of this is the absolute criticality of preserving dark skies over 

Maunakea; another is the fostering of the international research facility that is the scientific 

enterprise embodied in the Maunakea Observatories.  
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A strong ongoing commitment to astronomy on Maunakea is of vital importance to the  

W. M. Keck Observatory and all the other Maunakea observatories.  It is also critical for the 

academic and research reputation of the University of Hawaii. 

Mahalo. 

 

Hilton Lewis, Director, W. M. Keck Observatory 

 

B. Thomas Soifer, Chair of the CARA Board, W. M. Keck Observatory 
Harold Brown Professor of Physics Emeritus, California Institute of Technology 
Director, Spitzer Science Center 

 

George Blumenthal, Co‐Chair of the CARA Board, W. M. Keck Observatory 
Emeritus Chancellor of the University of California, Santa Cruz 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Elena-Marie Waianuhea <Lehua.Waianuhea@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 5:42 PM
Reply-To: Lehua.Waianuhea@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Elena-Marie Waianuhea
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Daniel Wassman <dannywassman@hawaii.rr.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 2:36 PM
Reply-To: dannywassman@hawaii.rr.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Furthermore it is utterly absurd that you actually think that you have the right to do all these unlawful activities without
community approval. You are going against the former rules that have been set up and are making new rules which have
not yet been approved. 

All these illegal activities that are being set up by corrupted committees must not be allowed and will no longer be
tolerated by the people of Hawai'i

Sincerely,

Daniel Kalani Wassman

Sincerely,
Daniel Wassman
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Shantel Wells <Swells9@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 12:09 PM
Reply-To: Swells9@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Shantel Wells
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03
1 message

Matt Wilson <mattwilson.6185@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:35 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To the University of Hawai'i Board of Regents,

My name is Matt Wilson, and I am a software engineer at Canada France Hawaii Telescope. I write to you 
as a private citizen who is concerned about the direction the University has indicated by putting forth the 
MIG resolution.

I moved here from San Francisco, which has many of its own challenges around access to education and 
basic humane treatment, specifically to work for a company who was dedicated to making an impact on the 
local community. It is important to me that I spend part of my time improving the community I am a part of. 
As a CFHT employee, I teach a at Waimea Elementary every week, and I run a training program for all 
teachers on the big island which demonstrates techniques to integrate programming into elementary 
education standards.

I support many individual points presented in the  MIG. I am absolutely supportive of the plans to expand 
the cultural center and educational programs, and as you state it,  "including but not limited to Native 
Hawaiian culture". In my mind, astronomy should be one of these educational programs that we increase 
access to.

However, I am struggling to understand the seemingly arbitrary decision to remove 5 telescopes from the 
mountain.

If one of the proposed observatories to decommission was in the way of one of the stated goals, I would 
again be supportive of the decommissioning plan. As it reads now, decommissioning specifically 5 
telescopes appears to be an arbitrary number because it isn't supported or required by any of the points in 
the resolution the committee is considering.

It has taken a long time for the situation to reach its current state. It may take many years still to show a 
positive trajectory. I would urge the board of regents to consider approving some of the massively positive 
ideas, bigger cultural center, tourist access plan, etc. first, and revisit some of the more destructive options 
(decommissioning telescopes) when it's clear the removal of a telescope satisfies a goal which substantially 
benefits the community.

Thank you for your consideration, and Aloha,

Matt Wilson
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Mauna Kea proposed rules
1 message

John Witeck <witeck@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 9:21 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I am an instructor at Honolulu Community College and teach in the Occupational and Environmental Safety Management
department at the College.  I oppose the new rules proposed for Mauna Kea access.  I think they are unnecessarily
restrictive and designed to frustrate the full expression of First Amendment rights include the right to assemble and to
petition for the redress of grievances.   Please dump these rules or revise them drastically so they do not impinge on the
rights of the Kanaka Maoli and all citizens.  Aloha, John Witeck, 2252 Puna Street, Honolulu, HI 96817

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2252+Puna+Street,+Honolulu,+HI+96817?entry=gmail&source=g
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Board of Regents Resolution
1 message

Peter Wizinowich <pwizinowich@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 2:14 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

I have been a proud employee of W. M. Keck Observatory for the past 28 years and am part of the
Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians
and other employees who call the Big Island home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea
provides. 

In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, I respectfully
request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03. The MKO's have significant,
substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution before the Board
adopts the resolution.

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our
Hawaii Island community.  Please defer this resolution in order to take advantage of the MKO
input. 

Mahalo,
Peter Wizinowich, Ph.D.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Support Rules
1 message

Dwayne Yoshina <mahassamatman27@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 1:23 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Board Members:
 
Thank you for this opportunity to share my thoughts with you.

I request your affirmative support of the Rules for the Mauna Kea Science precinct.

The rules are both "necessary and sufficient" to the proper management of the precinct.

They represent a sound basis and excellent grounding for the stewardship of this community resource.  They provide a
firm foundation and the "tools" with which we "build" our future activities of this special place.

They appear to mirror long standing DLNR rules which should assure us of their probable utility, durability, and
effectivess.

I ask for your positive action on these proposed rules.  Thank you, again, for this opportunity to share this perspective
with you.

Mahalo,

Dwayne D. Yoshina
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Rebecca Young <Rlyoung8@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 2:05 PM
Reply-To: Rlyoung8@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Rebecca Young
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Aaron Keo <keoohana@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:29 PM
Reply-To: keoohana@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Aaron Keo

Sincerely,
Aaron Keo
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Teriann Agana <Teriannagana@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:03 AM
Reply-To: Teriannagana@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Teriann Agana
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Malia Akiona <sandybeachgirl808@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:34 AM
Reply-To: sandybeachgirl808@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Malia Akiona
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Rosanna Alegado <rosie.alegado@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:17 AM
Reply-To: rosie.alegado@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

Aloha Members of the BOR, 

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Rosie ʻAnolani ALegado

Sincerely,
Rosanna Alegado
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Bronson Alfafara-Pires <bpomaikai@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:02 AM
Reply-To: bpomaikai@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Bronson Alfafara-Pires
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Paloma Almanza <Palmanza7@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:32 AM
Reply-To: Palmanza7@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Paloma Almanza
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Ruth Aloua <ruthaloua@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:21 AM
Reply-To: ruthaloua@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities. 

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ruth Aloua
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Francois Arlac <francoiswaikoloa@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:11 AM
Reply-To: francoiswaikoloa@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Francois Arlac
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Amanda Shaw <amanda.shaw@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:34 AM
Reply-To: amanda.shaw@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

Dear Committee Members, 

Please accept this letter in opposition to Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native
Hawaiian cultural practitioners in relation to Mauna Kea. I also understand that these rules would undermine the fulfilment
of the University’s duties to respect Native Hawaiian cultural rights and access. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for access. The rules apply to the 'public', but not University or observatory personnel, or
government entities. It is not clear how equity and fairness would be guaranteed in the proposed system. 

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions. The former are those actors with the greatest impact on the
mountain and area, and thus onus should be placed on regulating those activities. 

The proposed rules are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the communities that it has assembled, and
the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We urge you to stop these rules from going
into effect.

Sincerely,

Dr. Amanda Shaw
Postdoctoral Fellow
Wise Centre for Economic Justice 
Glasgow Caledonian University, Scotland 
/
Waimanalo, HI

Sincerely,
Amanda Shaw
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Claresa Asuncion <claresa.asuncion@laverne.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:38 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

Aloha.  My name is Claresa Asuncion and I am a Native Hawaiian. I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items
III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the
University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Claresa Asuncion, M.Ed.
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
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Kristen Ayotte <kristenayo@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:28 AM
Reply-To: kristenayo@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities. Native Hawaiians rights to access the summit are protected by HRS article XII, Section
7. 
       This agenda item gives the UH president unlimited power to restrict access, and make the final decision on pleas on
fines, thus allowing a non native Hawaiian entity to have the final say on Native Hawaiian access to the mountain and
their ability to engage in cultural practices. The fifteen day notice for permits for access makes it impossible for kia’i to
rally on the mountains and only serves the interest of the state in barring Kanakas rights to peaceful protest. Requiring a
special permit for overnight access again seems targeted against the kia’i and it’s purpose seems more to align with the
agenda of the state and allowing the building of the tmt and also more generally will impact the rights of cultural
practitioners which again is protected under HRS article XII, Section 7. The institution of a 400 dollar fine by UH whose
interests are aligned with foreign corporations and the tourism industry seems designed to inhibit native Hawaiian use of
the mountain as a scare tactic by penalizing being Kanaka. 

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.
      I oppose the relocation of The Hoku Kea to “already developed” land by Hale Pohaku and the construction of a new
educational center at Hale Pohaku. The expansion of Hale Pohaku and the increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate
for a conservation district and the wao akua. The new rules are penalizing and restricting kanaka access under the guise
of conservation and safety while simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence. 
      Also, building on Hale Pohaku does not inspire confidence in the University’s commitment to decommission
telescopes and restore the land. Since at least the year 2000, the University has identified five telescopes for
decommissioning “within the next twenty years” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so by 2033 does not account for
that past broken promise. It is easy to write words on paper, but there has been no action proving the University’s
commitment to decommissioning and righting the wrongs of past negligent management. 

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

I stand in solidarity with Kanaka Maoli and their ability to govern themselves and practice their culture freely.

Sincerely,
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Kristen Ayotte from Waʻawaʻa Puna 
kristenayo@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Kristen Ayotte

mailto:kristenayo@gmail.com
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1 message

Trina Bashem <makanani9999@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:36 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.
 
Sincerely,

Trina Bashem
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1 message

Thomas Bearden <thomasbearden56@yahoo.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:51 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Proposed Administrative Rules Testimony, 11/5/19

Thomas S. Bearden, Ph.D.

 

The Proposed Administrative Rules for access to Maunakea seem to be orientated toward
severely limiting Big Island residents heretofore almost unlimited rights to visit Maunakea in
their private vehicles.  These changes fly in the face of all of the Envision sessions and public
testimony regarding access.  I am truly appalled that the two Big Island regents would allow
this to happen.  The changes include: 

1)  Access by private vehicles may be restricted by utilizing shuttle vehicles 

     in lieu of private vehicles.

2)  Limiting the number of vehicles allowed access.

3)  Charging fees for entrance and parking.

4)  Putting a gate up at the Visitors Center.

5)  Mandatory cultural orientations, possibly every time you go up the

     mountain.

Nowhere in the rules is there any differentiation between tourists and Big Island/HI residents'
rights of access.  If in the future, there are over-crowding issues at the summit, have tourists
pay fees and take shuttles, not Hawaii residents.  Instead of attempting to turn Maunakea into
a tourist-like experience,  I urge UH to put their resources and energy into making local
access easier and more enjoyable.  Inhibiting our access to Maunakea is not the way
forward.  

The OMKM announced on 8/9/19 that they will be conducting a study on the public and
commercial tour capacity for Maunakea.  This should have been done before these rules were
proposed. 

No action should be taken on access portion of these rules until this study is complete and the
public has been apprised of its results.  The Board of Regents has repeatedly put the cart
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before the horse regarding legal issues for TMT, don't continue repeating the same
dysfunctional pattern.  The regents can modify these rules before the final vote, if they feel
compelled to rush the rules through before the study is completed.  I urge them, at a bare
minimum, to add a line under the access portion of the rules that affirms that Big Island/HI
residents' rights of access in private vehicles is a priority, and pending the results of the study,
will not be unduly restricted unless emergency situations require restrictions. 

Mahalo,
Thomas S. Bearden, Ph.D.
Ninole, HI
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Kimberly Beck <Kimberlyannebeck@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:23 AM
Reply-To: Kimberlyannebeck@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kimberly Beck
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Grace Bezilla <Mamoaliiokalani@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:41 AM
Reply-To: Mamoaliiokalani@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Grace Bezilla
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Morgan Billingsley <morgangetsemails@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:39 AM
Reply-To: morgangetsemails@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Morgan Billingsley
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Kendall Blakely <Klblakely7@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:16 AM
Reply-To: Klblakely7@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kendall Blakely
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1 message

Cherie Brewer <kahurangioils@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 1:31 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

November 5, 2019
UH 
Board of Regents
2444 Dole Street
Hon. HI  96822
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
 
Date:  Wednesday, November 6, 2019
Time:  9:45a.m.
Place:  University of Hawai’i at Hilo
           Performing Arts Center
           200 W. Kawili Street
           Hilo, Hawai’i 96720-4091
 
 
Item No. 111 A and Item No. 111 B
 
I OPPOSE both items for the following reasons.

In short, all around the world we are seeing a militarization or police, rampant infringements on native and environmental
rights, and criminalization of both native practices and first amendment rights. Our children and grandchildren will look
back to see who was on the right side of history, and who stood in defense of corruption and private business interests.
UH, a supposed “Hawaiian Place of Learning,” needs to actually respect the voices and rights of Kanaka Maoli in Hawai‘i,
instead of propping up the interests of a private foreign company. These proposed rules are set up to directly target Kia’i
mauna, to criminalize their way of living, and try to terrorize native people and their allies. 

 
Item No. 111 A
1)  Adopting rules that restrict access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for
the access that it does allow.  The rules apply to the public, but not the University or observatory personnel, or
government entities.  (Agenda item no. 111 A)
 
Agenda item No 3A
1)  The proposed rules restrict all access except UH, observatory, personnel and Gov. officials when they are the reason
for the rules.  See Hawaii Revise Statue (HRS) Article X11, Section 7 allos kanaka to access the Mauna as a customary
right.
 
2)  Requiring 15 days practice to permit Mauna access, making it impossible for Kia’i to rally in opposition to hewa.  This
rule only severs the interest of the state in that they will inhibit kanaka sovereign right to peaceful protest.
 
3)  Being on Mauna I ka po require special permit, eliminating, overnight Kia’i presence and limiting access to Hilo.  See
HRS Article X11, Section 7, Without an overnight occupation, the state is free to dictate its agenda.
 
4)  First offense could face a $400.00 fine and immediate expulsion from the Mauna. It’s ridiculous to penalize kanaka for
execising their native rights.
 
5)  Proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH Press, enabling him to restrict access and rule on pleas against
the fines….Kanaka need to govern kanaka entities.
 
Item No.  111 B
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2444+Dole+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
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The resolution repackages old proposals and  presents them as evidence of a new management direction.  The
resolution includes two new actions: 
1)  Relocation of the Hoku Kea to “already developed land” by Hale Pohaku and 
2)  Construction of a new educational center at Hale Pohaku.
 
1)  The expansion of Hale Pohaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate for a conservation district and wao
akua.
The proposed rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while simultaneously encouraging a large
tourist presence.
 
 
2)  Since at least 2000, the university has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next 20 year” and the
renewed promise in 2019 to do so by 2033 does not account for this past brokem promise.
The university has proved that its gross negligence knows no ends.  Enough words on paper, time for concrete actions.

Sincerely, 

Cherie Brewer
AINALOA, HI 96778
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Marie Alohalani Brown <mariealohalani@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:10 AM
Reply-To: mariealohalani@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Marie Alohalani Brown
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Natalie Bruecher <nataliebruecher@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:22 AM
To: Bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Board of Regents, my name is Kamakaʻike Bruecher and I strongly oppose adopting rules that restrict access and
use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does not allow. The rules
apply to the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also passing a twelve point
resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically I oppose the agenda item
No. 3A and agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules restrict all access except UH,
Observatory personel, and government official. This violates my constitutional rights, under article 12 section 7, which
provided Native Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day notice to permit Mauna access ,
making it impossible for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. I feel that rule only serves the intrest of the state in that they
will inhibit kanaka soverign right to peacefully protect. These rules would require a special permit for access to the mauna
at nightelminating overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo or observe. These will also violate article 12 section
7 of the constitution. Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state will be free to dictate its agenda. The first offense could
face a $400 fine and immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is ridiculous to penalize kanaka against their excersing their
native rights. These proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH President enabling him to restrict access and
rule on pleas against the fines. It is pono for kanaka to govern kanaka entities. With regards to agenda item 111 B this
resolution packages old promises, presenting them as evidence of a new management direction. The resolution includes
two new actions, one, relocation of the Hōkū Kea to “already developed lands” near Hale Pōhaku. Two, construction of a
new educational center at Hale Pōhaku. The expansion of Hale Poʻhaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate
for a conservation district and wao akua. These rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while
simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence. Since at least 2000 the university has identified five telescopes for
decommissioning “within the next 20 years” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so for 2033 does not account for this
past broken promise. The university proved that its gross negligence knows no ends. Enough words on paper, time for
concrete action.



11/5/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649361350718211777&simpl=msg-f%3A16493613507… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Christa Bui <Christabui@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 1:32 AM
Reply-To: Christabui@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
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null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Christa Bui
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null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kahea Burns
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i
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null

Aloha, my name is Chaunda Rodrigues and I am an alumnus of the University of Hawaii at Hilo. I am writing this
testimony to express my opposition towards Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will violate the rights of the indigenous
people of Hawaii and will have an adverse impact on all individuals and groups whom the University of Hawaii deem
should not have access to Mauna Kea and all future visitors of Mauna Kea. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

The purpose of these rules should be to protect the land, it’s natural function, and the flora and fauna that depend on it.
UH has proven the rules they enforce and propose will be used to protect its commercial interests whether or not these
rules are against the consitutional rights and traditions of the native people and local community.  

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiians especially regarding
their access to Mauna Kea. If these rules are implemented, it will show that the University of Hawaii has little respect for
their host culture and the wishes of the local community. Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the
University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their
customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate and ill-advised. Their blatant disregard of the
people that have stepped in to protect Mauna Kea is a testament to their true intentions- that the University of Hawaii has
little respect for the native people, flora and fauna of Hawaii and values the profitability from foreign interests over the
natural value of Mauna Kea that should never be compromised. 

Growing up in Hawaii, I was always taught to ask permission before doing something that will affect others, before
entering a place, before you create irreparable damage. There is a reason Mauna Kea has been kept pristine after
thousands of years of Native Hawaiian residency in the islands. Irreparable damage has been done in the decades the
University of Hawaii has been managing the summit of Mauna Kea. I suggest that you ask the descendants of the
previous stewards of this land how they were able to protect and utilize the land for economic growth. I also suggest that
you ask the community how the University has been managing Mauna Kea before doing anything else that may have any
affect on the function, natural landscape, and processes of Mauna Kea. Hence, I urge you to stop these rules from going
into effect.

Sincerely,

Chaunda Malia Rodrigues; Resident of Hilo, Hawaii; Aloha ‘Āina

Sincerely,
Chaunda Rodrigues
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720 Mahi‘ai St., Apt. E
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96826
November 4, 2019

Chairperson Benjamin Kudo and Members of the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
2444 Dole Street, Bachman Hall, Room 209
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96822

Dear Chairperson Kudo and Members of the Board of Regents,

For your meeting on November 6, 2019, please accept this as my Testimony Regarding 
Proposed Chapter 20-26 Rules for Mauna Kea

The University of Hawai‘i has a moral obligation to support and protect the Native Hawaiian 

people’s activities on Mauna Kea according to their customs and traditions, not according to 

the convenience or the prejudices of others.  

I urge you to show your support for the Native Hawaiians’ rights to access to Mauna Kea as 

they see fit, at all times; Stop discriminating against them by trying to adopt these “rules.”

 Native Hawaiians who exercise their freedoms are not the troublemakers.  People who 

speak truth to power are sometimes wrongfully treated as though they are the problem.  

But they did not cause this problem on Mauna Kea.  It is abuse of power that has created the 

trouble.  Standing up to abuse is a human necessity.  

 Abuse of power is evident in the University of Hawai‘i’s proposed “rules” for Mauna Kea.  

This is a power grab as well as a land grab.  Although I am haole (white), I take a strong 

anti-racist stance; these proposed “rules” would interfere with Kanaka Maoli (Native 

Hawaiians) access to their cultural and religious practices on Mauna Kea and would 

penalize them.  This is a gross injustice, and it cannot be tolerated.  It is offensive that the 

primary effect of these proposed “rules” is to keep the Native Hawaiians from having access 

to Mauna Kea as they see fit.  The University cannot simultaneously call itself “a model 

indigenous-serving institution” and adopt such anti-indigenous “rules.”

 Racist attitudes against Native Hawaiians pervade this process.  Some people act as though 

they like the Native Hawaiians – as long as they stay in “their place,” and some white 

people and people of other races presume to dictate to the Native Hawaiians what “their 



place” is.  This racist attitude holds that Native Hawaiians should just dance their hula and 

wear flowers, and let everyone else make the decisions; they should allow themselves to be 

co-opted and are expected to participate in their own oppression.  That is unthinkable and 

impossible.

Such racial supremacy over indigenous people is arrogant and abusive.  No one has the 

right to determine for the Native Hawaiians what their place is in society or in the islands, 

how much freedom they are “allowed” to have, what land they are “allowed” to have 

access to, or under what conditions they are “allowed” to have access to it.  

 The proposed rules would make the university president an autocrat, like an emperor, 

enabling him to act in an arbitrary and capricious manner.  No university president can be 

allowed to play enforcer and judge, especially not in a public university.  A university 

president needs to be held accountable.  A university president cannot be placed in 

charge of any mountain, including public lands like Mauna Kea. 

 The University of Hawai‘i has been charged with adopting rules to regulate the 

observatories and university personnel, not the Native Hawaiians.  Yet these proposed 

rules do the opposite – observatory personnel are exempt.  That is not acceptable.  The 

behavior of university and observatory personnel must be transparent, and any rules must 

hold them accountable for their actions.

 If the practice of science depends upon depriving indigenous people of their rights, it 

is inherently flawed.  Such “science” has no place in an institution of learning.

 Emotional manipulation underlies many claims about “public safety.”  Such excuses are 

reminiscent of the racist attitudes in the South in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  Many so-called 

“committees of safety” were just cover-ups for racist tactics.  Such fear-mongering 

functions as a rationalization for domination of others.

For the reasons stated here, I am opposed to Proposed Chapter 20-26 Rules for Mauna 
Kea.

Mahalo for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Eileen Cain
Honolulu, Hawai‘i



 

DIVISION OF PHYSICS, MATHEMATICS, AND ASTRONOMY 
MAIL CODE 367-17, 1200 E. CALIFORNIA BOULEVARD, PASADENA, CA 91125 
EMAIL: GOLWALA@CALTECH.EDU; VOICE: 626-395-8003; FAX: 626-395-2366 

 
      November 3, 2019 

 

 

Board of Regents, University of Hawaii 
2444 Dole Street, Bachman Hall, Room 209 
Honolulu, HI 96822 

Re: Testimony on proposed “Resolution to Act on Items Relating to Maunakea Management” to be 
considered at the Nov 6, 2019, Board of Regents meeting 

Dear Regents, 
 
On behalf of the California Institute of Technology, who own and operate the Caltech Submillimeter 
Observatory (CSO) on Maunakea, I submit the following testimony regarding the above proposed Board 
of Regents Resolution. 
 
With respect to Action Items 1 and 2, our current schedule for CSO decommissioning is not consistent 
with the date noted in the resolution, April 30, 2021.   We suggest that this date be changed to December 
31, 2021, thereby changing the language to: 
1. Two (2) observatory sites known as the Caltech Submillimeter Observatory and Hokukea site shall be 

decommissioned no later than December 31, 2021. For purposes of this resolution, the term 
“decommissioning” shall mean the complete removal of all man-made structures at each respective 
site bringing each site to as close as feasible to its natural state prior to construction. These will be the 
first two of five observatories to be decommissioned.  

2. A schedule of decommissioning of these two sites will be laid out on a Gantt chart or other similar 
visual schedule for each of the above sites indicating function and timeframe for each major step in 
the decommissioning process to achieve completion on or by December 31, 2021. The schedule for 
decommissioning shall be presented to the Board of Regents on or before its February 2020 meeting.  

 
Briefly, there are two reasons for this request: 
• The permitting requirements for decommissioning an observatory are identical to that for building a 

new observatory, and thus the process for permitting of the planned decommissioning is extensive and, 
in particular, includes public comment periods that cannot be shortened. 

• Weather conditions on Maunakea render it unsafe to do deconstruction work during winter months.  To 
meet the original April 30, 2021 date, deconstruction would need to occur during spring/summer/fall 
2020; i.e., begin roughly 5-6 months from now.  Given the above noted extensive permitting process, 
this is simply not chronologically possible. 

 
We look forward to supporting a presentation by UH updating the Board on the schedule for CSO 
decommissioning as requested in Action Item 2 of the resolution. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sunil Golwala 
Professor of Physics, California Institute of Technology 
Director, Caltech Submillimeter Observatory 
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Reply-To: Jordantakekawa@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Jordan Camara
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Noelle Campbell



11/5/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649388713620231336&simpl=msg-f%3A16493887136… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Keona Chandler <chandlerkeona@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:47 AM
Reply-To: chandlerkeona@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Keona Chandler
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To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

My name is Tiziana Cherubini.  I’m a proud employee of the Research Coorporation of the University of Hawaii, affiliate
research with the University of Hawaii and part of the Maunakea Observatories (MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+
scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who call Hawaiʻi home and are grateful for the opportunities
Maunakea provides.  In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the
following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.

Maunakea is the natural gateway between us as human being and the knowledge behind our universe.  The native
Hawaiian clearly understood and accepted this.The telescopes are the eyes modern technologies provides us to link that
knowledge to us. And while technology on Maunakea should be regulated to harmoniously connect with the sacred
environment around it, it should also be respected and welcomed as an integral part of that sacred environment. 

Board of Regents Resolution 19-03 as is, fails to  clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on
construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope. As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaiʻi, it appears the University would still
commit to decommissioning five (5) telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow
to Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, result in job losses for the Big
Island community, and would be a major loss for the world. Astronomy on Mauna Kea is crucial worldwide, for every one. 

Also, please consider that the staff at the MKO and at the Institute of Astronomy are an integral part of the Big Island
community.  Decommissioning telescopes affects the livelihood of people on the Big Island, and input from the
observatories, staff, and the Big Island community should be considered before the resolution is adopted.

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaiʻi Island
community.  Please defer this resolution.

Mahalo,

Tiziana Cherubini

---
Tiziana Cherubini, PhD
Research Meteorologist, MKWC (http://mkwc.ifa.hawaii.edu)
University of Hawaii - Dept. of Meteorology
2525 Correa Rd HIG 367 Honolulu HI 96822
tel  +1 (808) 956 4593
fax +1 (808) 956 2877

http://mkwc.ifa.hawaii.edu/
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ku ching <kahiwal@cs.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:55 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
Cc: ckm@caselombardi.com, ctamsin@hotmail.com, ulueli@gmail.com, palologyrl@yandex.com, reneeinhawaii@gmail.com,
lyndalovon@gmail.com, ruthaloua@gmail.com, kaui.trainer@gmail.com, nho.hoku@gmail.com, mmkahaulelio@yahoo.com

I rise in OPPOSITION to your proposed rules.

I am Clarence ku Ching, a descendant of folks who were habitants, prior to 1778, of the islands that made up the
Hawaiian Kingdom (complete with metes and bounds).  I am a Hawaiian traditional, customary, and cultural
practitioner.  And Mauna Kea is my Mountain, the mountain that I primarily practice on.  However, I generally practice
all over Hawai'i island - and on every other Hawaiian island.

Your proposed rules apply to the general public and on commercial activities.

Your proposed rules are defective because they are very confusing to many Hawaiians - who may be traditional and
customary practitioners or not.  To add to the confusion, Hawaiians are able to act as members of the general public at
times - and otherwise at other times.  Your proposed rules don't really help the actual situation.  However, my
observations assist me in concluding that most of the folks who have Hawaiian blood also qualify as traditional and
customary practitioners on multi levels.  The phenomenon that helps to prove my theory (of confusion) is exactly that -
so many are taking up defensive positions, assuming that they are substantially included in the population that are
included in your proposed rules.  

It would be a necessary clarification if you (collectively) would simply add a definition of a "traditional and customary
Hawaiian practitioner" to your list of definitions - and state that such folks are excepted from these rules.  Such a
simple act would work wonders. 

My traditional, customary, and cultural practice includes my practice of "walking in the footsteps of my ancestors" as
our treks all over the Mountain are accompanied by pule, oli, mele and other "Hawaiian" cultural rituals and protocols. 
In 2002, we trekked from sea level on the Hamakua coast to the summit of Mauna Kea and then back to sea level on
the Kona coast.  Yes, we went coast to coast by way of the summit of Mauna Kea.   We have also hiked from summit
to summit (of Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa), around Kilauea to sea level at Ke'auhou Landing.  

We are equipped with health and safety features of all sorts, including electronics instruments, that your proposed
rules attempt to make the possession of on Mauna Kea illegal.  In the interest of our health and safety - I refuse to
heed your proposed rules that would place my continued health and safety into jeopardy - as we do our protocols all
over Mauna Kea and at all times of the day and night.  That you don't practice humanitarianism in your wavering
efforts to dominate the Mountain and practitioners such as I is a shame.  My "safety" equipment and clothing are
always in my car, ready to go at a moment's notice!
 
Also, please remember that the existing named trails and other trails are NOT part of your General Lease, and you DO
NOT have jurisdiction over those areas.  Then we're (elder folks like me at age 83) further safe-harbored by the
constitutionally-protecting "Law of the Splintered Paddle" - of Article IX, Section 10 of the Hawaii State Constitution -
that provides public safety on all roads and trails.  

"The law of the splintered paddle, mamala hoe kanawai, decreed by Kamehameha I--Let every elderly person, woman
and child lie by the roadside in safety--shall be a unique and living symbol of the State's concern for public safety."

If the Board of Regents insist on being excessively obtrusive, it's going to be a fun time, especially when you guys go
out of your way to ignore the most basic of humanitarian laws.

 To add insult to injury, the Consent for Sublease for the TMT is defective.  It references, for authority, the Findings of
Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order. that went out the window when TMT CDUP 1 was revoked in the Appeal of
Mauna Kea 1.  To give a defective document the force of a genuine document borders on mis-representation, deceit
and/or fraud.  So let's get serious.
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And, by the way, according to the General Lease, EVERY observatory is supposed to be completely de-commissioned
by the time of the termination of the General Lease - all the talk and discussions of a staggered de-commissioning of
telescopes beyond the lease termination date of December 31, 2033, may be totally wishful thinking - and a true
indication of your dire intent to violate one of the key elements of the General Lease.  It truly is speculative for sure. To
be in complete compliance with the General Lease -- ALL observatories must be down by the December 31, 2033,
termination date.  A breach of lease would only add to the 50-plus years of University of possibly intended mis-
management of Mauna Kea.  And with this display of "bad faith" - Do you (collectively) really believe that you should
have another 65-year period to do your mis-management trick?  

Oh, by the way, your non-exclusive easement of the Mauna Kea Access Road (above HalePohaku) does NOT give
you license to close the "entire" road at your whim and folly - like you did in the time period on both sides of July 5,
2015.  And shutting down the Visitor Information Station and its restrooms, forcing the visiting public to turn the
immediate area into a public defecation station was NOT the wisest of safe and sane management strategies.  

However, not surprisingly, this seems to be your brand of normal behavior!  That is what you guys do well!

As a reminder, if you guys approve these proposed rules as presently constituted, I'm sure that you'll be keeping your
legal counsel very busy.

CONCLUSION: I am strongly OPPOSED to the adoption of these Draconian rules for the mis-management of Mauna
Kea.  

Thank you for your patient indulgence.  

/s/ Clarence ku Ching
DATED: Kamuela, Hawai'i, October 5, 2019.  
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

J.J. Kaimana Chock <k12jochoc@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:22 AM
Reply-To: k12jochoc@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To the University of Hawaiʻi Board of Regents,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I am in strong opposition to both of these items on the grounds that they will engender unfair dynamics that undermine
the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and community members who hold ancestral, cultural, and familial ties
to Maunakea.  Appropriate rules for Maunakea would focus regeneration of delicate environmental systems found at the
summit and regulations of land use by the University, observatories, and commercial tours; not create limitations for
Native Hawaiian practitioners from engaging their customs and traditions.

The University has presented proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rule-making authority in the first place. 
We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Additionally, more critically composed and imagined steps towards management (regarding the twelve steps in part IIIB)
with community input must be facilitated in place of the current twelve steps that are being proposed. In particular,
management proposals 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 lack the specificity and clarity necessary to make them effective
management measures.

Mahalo for your time.
Sincerely,
J. J. Kaimana Chock

Sincerely,
J.J. Kaimana Chock
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Kaleinohea Cleghorn <ailapalaau@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:53 AM
Reply-To: ailapalaau@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kaleinohea Cleghorn
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Nikoya Collier <koy.collier@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:24 AM
Reply-To: koy.collier@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Nikoya Collier 

Sincerely,
Nikoya Collier
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Proposed administrative rules
1 message

McKenna Conboy <mckennamconboy@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:41 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha Board of Regents, my name is McKenna Conboy and I strongly oppose adopting rules that restrict access and
use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does not allow. The rules
apply to the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also passing a twelve point
resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically I oppose the agenda
item No. 3A and agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules restrict all access
except UH, Observatory personel, and government official. This violates my constitutional rights, under article 12
section 7, which provided Native Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day notice to permit
Mauna access , making it impossible for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. I feel that rule only serves the intrest of
the state in that they will inhibit kanaka soverign right to peacefully protect. These rules would require a special permit
for access to the mauna at nightelminating overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo or observe. These will
also violate article 12 section 7 of the constitution. Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state will be free to dictate
its agenda. The first offense could face a $400 fine and immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is ridiculous to penalize
kanaka against their excersing their native rights. These proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH President
enabling him to restrict access and rule on pleas against the fines. It is pono for kanaka to govern kanaka entities.
With regards to agenda item 111 B this resolution packages old promises, presenting them as evidence of a new
management direction. The resolution includes two new actions, one, relocation of the Hōkū Kea to “already developed
lands” near Hale Pōhaku. Two, construction of a new educational center at Hale Pōhaku. The expansion of Hale
Poʻhaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate for a conservation district and wao akua. These rules are
limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence.
Since at least 2000 the university has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next 20 years” and the
renewed promise in 2019 to do so for 2033 does not account for this past broken promise. The university proved that
its gross negligence knows no ends. Enough words on paper, time for concrete action.

Sent from my iPhone



 

 

Dr. Kathy Cooksey 
Hilo, Hawai`i 
kcooksey@hawaii.edu 

5 Nov 2019 

UH Board of Regents 
2444 Dole Street 
Bachman Hall, Room 209 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu 

Aloha UH Regents, 

I am providing written testimony regarding the UH BOR Resolution to Act on Items Relating to 
Maunakea Managment, up for approval at the Nov 6 BOR meeting. I am writing as a six-year 
resident of Hilo Town. I have known about the controversy surrounding astronomy on Maunakea 
since 2003, as an astrophysics graduate student at UC Santa Cruz. Currently, I am an associate 
professor in the Department of Physics & Astronomy at UH Hilo and the current Department 
Chair. 

The Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction Group (MIG) does not appear to have 
discussed its Resolution with the astronomy community.  The timeline for decommissioning at 1

least Hōkū Ke`a is unreasonable, especially given the requirement for a plan by February 2020. 
The UH BOR must commit the resources for the UH Hilo to meet this deadline. Even with such 
support, many steps included in the draft schedule are not under the control of UH Hilo. 

The MIG also warps  the 2010 Decommissioning Plan for the Mauna Kea Observatories, 2

Governor Ige’s 2015 so-called “10 Commandments,” and the 2017 CDUP Contested Case 
decision. The 2010 Plan states UKIRT and VLBA’s (sub-)leases expire in 2033; the “10 
Commandments” aim for decommissioning to be complete when TMT becomes operational (c. 10 
yr from the start of actual construction); the CDUP decision states that UKIRT and VLBA will likely 
be decommissioned by 2033. Since the MIG itself recognizes “the need to collectively do better 
with regard to [...] transparency in the functional structure of Maunakea management, and that 
this should be undertaken [...] while considering the perspectives of multiple stakeholders” 

1 In the Aug 2 UH BOR meeting minutes, a regent “asked how the board can gather information to make a 
decision.” The MIG consulted much documentation regarding the history, legal status, and importance of 
astronomy on Maunakea, However, a layman consulting WebMD about her symptoms does not mean she 
has the expertise to diagnose and treat her illness. The UH BOR must consult with professional 
astronomers, in particular the stakeholders of the Maunakea Observatories.  
2 In the Aug 2 minutes, a regent “cited the amount of misinformation that is circulating related to Maunakea 
and that a permitted interaction group allows for a dialog that might help determine the accuracy of 
statements and to share that information with the full board.” However, there is now more misinformation in 
the public domain because the decommissioning deadlines are not feasible. 

1 
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(emphasis added), it needs to lead by example and discuss the BOR plans with the astronomy 
community, especially UH’s own astronomers, which definitely includes the UH Hilo Department 
of Physics & Astronomy. 

The Resolution does not link any of the decommissioning to an operational TMT on Maunakea. At 
least the MIG could directly address why. Without the link to TMT, the Resolution action items will 
severely (further) weaken astronomy in Hawai`i. This adversely affects the UH Hilo Department of 
Physics & Astronomy, which serves the local STEM workforce pipeline, and the IfA, one of the 
leading institutions in the world, whose strength comes from their access to a diversity of 
telescopes, instruments, and wavelengths (from near-ultraviolet to optical, infrared to radio). All 
astronomers recognize decommissioning telescopes on Maunakea must happen but it needs to 
be done carefully. This is not reflected in the Resolution. 

Of course, I enthusiastically thank the UH BOR for the third action item of the Resolution: “A new 
educational telescope facility for the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo shall be established on already 
developed land at Hale Pohaku or elsewhere, as soon as can be permitted, with a target date no 
later than April 30, 2021 to ensure the prompt availability of a teaching telescope. The Regents 
shall support the funding of the planning, design and construction of the new educational facility.”   3

I also support the tenth action item of the Resolution: “As part of the reorganization and 
restructuring plan, an in-depth analysis will be done to determine whether the management of 
the Maunakea Science Reserve would be better served if transferred to a governmental 
authority, or other third party entity or through alternate management mechanisms, e.g., 
conservation easement agreement.” I do not want UH to shoulder a responsibility only the State 
can properly manage. 

In the Aug 2 BOR minutes, a regent “expressed frustration that the board that is ultimately 
responsible for the university has had no opportunity to weigh in on the activities occurring on 
Maunakea, and that most of the current members of the board have never taken a vote on 
anything related to Maunakea.” The solution is not to make new decisions (some seemingly 
arbitrary) that affect the community without our input. 

Fundamentally, ad hoc decisions by UH and the State have not helped in the past—indeed, they 
likely led us to the current impasse—and ad hoc decisions will not help now or in the future. The 
BOR’s impetus of improving the situation on the mauna is admirable; the proper course is to 
involve experts and stakeholders. 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Kathy Cooksey, PhD 

Department Chair & Associate Professor  
Department of Physics & Astronomy, UH Hilo 

3 Please consider adding “and operation” to this action item, since through that most 
education will happen. 

2 
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please defer UH BOR Resolution 19-03
1 message

Antoinette Cowie <acowie@ifa.hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:34 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents,
 
My name is Antoinette Cowie and I am a Professor at UH Institute for Astronomy.  I am writing today to request that you
defer your decision on Resolution 19-03. I fully understand and accept that the advent of TMT on Maunakea will and
should involve the decommissioning of other telescopes, but I would strongly urge that no decision on such
decommissioning is taken until there is a clear outcome to the TMT process.  No telescope that has a productive life
ahead of it should be shut down prematurely.  Every telescope on Maunakea, from the largest to the smallest, is the
center of a truly dedicated commitment by scientists, engineers and technicians to use every precious second of
operational time in the world-leading conditions on Maunakea to look out into the Universe. This spirit of dedication is very
real, very tangible, and, I would say, actually sacred.  Everyone is deeply aware of the privilege of being able to work in
such magnificent circumstances and is grateful to the generosity of the people of Hawaii in allowing it.  I strongly urge that
we owe it to everyone that none of the enormous  investment of resources, time, dedication and sacrifice surrounding any
telescope - not one precious second - should be wasted if it can be avoided.  If TMT comes to Maunakea, then everyone
will accept that such generosity on the part of the Hawaiian people will involve the sacrifice of other telescopes. But
please, we owe it to everyone, to the past and to the future, to see that nothing is wasted if it can still be used.  Please
defer Resolution 19-03.

Mahalo,
Antoinette Cowie
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1 message

Michael Dahler <mdahler57@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:08 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha,

My name is Michael Dahler, an engineer with the W. M. Keck Observatory and part of the Maunakea Observatories
(MKOs) `ohana – a community of 500+ scientists, engineers, technicians and other employees who call the Big Island
home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides.  In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of
Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on
Resolution 19-03.

The MKO staffs are an integral part of the Big Island community. Decommissioning telescopes affects the
livelihood of people on the Big Island and input from the observatories, staffs and the Big Island community should
be considered before the resolution is adopted.
The MKOs have significant, substantive input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution
before the board adopts the resolution.
The Resolution fails to clarify that the decommissioning of five (5) telescopes is contingent on construction of the
Thirty Meter Telescope.
As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to decommissioning five (5)
telescopes, including three (3) that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a
global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big Island
community.

I, and our entire MKO `ohana, seek a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea that benefits our Hawaii Island
community.  Please defer this resolution. 

Mahalo,

Michael  Dahler 
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1 message

Julianna Davis <julesdavis228@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:20 AM
Reply-To: julesdavis228@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Julianna Davis

Sincerely,
Julianna Davis



11/5/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649389251771803063&simpl=msg-f%3A16493892517… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Geraldine Dean <gerabailie@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:56 AM
Reply-To: gerabailie@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Geraldine Dean

Sincerely,
Geraldine Dean
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(no subject)
Elise Dela Cruz-Talbert <eldavis@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:42 AM
Reply-To: elise.delacruz-talbert@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear UH Board of Regents,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native
Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility to the community, its staff, and
students towards a "Native Hawaiian Place of Learning".

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and
implementing a vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not
University or observatory personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting
budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural
practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea. Rules
for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not
intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea
is, the communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in
the first place. We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Elise Leimomi Dela Cruz-Talbert, MPH

-- 

Elise Leimomi Dela Cruz-Talbert, MPH

Long-time Epidemiology PhD Candidate, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa

Ma ka hana ka ‘ike. In working one learns.
A‘ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ìa. No task is too big when done together by all. (Pukui, 1983)
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2 messages

M?puana de Silva <kumumapuana@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:28 AM
Reply-To: kumumapuana@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Māpuana de Silva 
Kumu Hula, Halau Mohala Ilima 
Executive Director, Hika’alani 
President, Kailua Hawaiian Civic Club 
Chair, Council of Pacific Arts and Culture
Commissioner, 13th Festival of Pacific Arts and Culture 

Sincerely,
M?puana de Silva

M?puana de Silva <kumumapuana@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:31 AM
Reply-To: kumumapuana@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i
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RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
M?puana de Silva
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Louis Diliberto <Lou@maui.net> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:14 PM
Reply-To: Lou@maui.net
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Louis Diliberto
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

To: UH Board of Regents
1 message

Vincent Kanai Dodge <aipohaku@hotmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:38 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

 
To: UH Board of Regents
2444 Dole Street
Hon. HI  96822
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu.
 From: Vince Kana`i Dodge
86-557 Hakalina Rd
Wai`anae, Hawaii 96792

11/5/19

Re: Board of Regents meeting
Wednesday, November 6, 2019
Time:  9:45a.m.
Place:  University of Hawai’i at Hilo
           Performing Arts Center
           200 W. Kawili Street
           Hilo, Hawai’i 96720-4091
 
 
Subject: Item No. 111 A and Item No. 111 B
 
Aloha mai kakou,

I OPPOSE both items for the following reasons.
 
Item No. 111 A
1)  Adopting rules that restrict access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for
the access that it does allow.  The rules apply to the public, but not the University or observatory personnel, or
government entities.  (Agenda item no. 111 A)
 
Agenda item No 3A
1)  The proposed rules restrict all access except UH, observatory personnel and government officials. Kanaka and
cultural practitioners must have open unhindered access.
See Hawaii Revise Statue (HRS) Article X11, Section 7 allows kanaka to access the Mauna as a customary right.
 
2)  Requiring 15 days advance to apply for a permit for Mauna access, makes it impossible for Kia’i to protect the Mauna
from continued desecration.  This rule only serves the interest of the state in that they will inhibit kanaka sovereign right to
peaceful protest.
 
3)  Being on Mauna I ka po require special permit, eliminating, overnight Kia’i presence and limiting access to Kilo.  See
HRS Article X11, Section 7, Without an overnight unhindered access, the state is free to dictate its agenda and continue
the desecration of the Sacred Mauna.
 
4)  First offense could face a $400.00 fine and immediate expulsion from the Mauna.
    It’s ridiculous to penalize kanaka for execising their native rights.
 
5)  Proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH Press, enabling him to restrict access and rule on pleas against
the fines….Kanaka need to govern kanaka entities.
 
Item No.  111 B
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2444+Dole+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
https://www.google.com/maps/search/86-557+Hakalina+Rd+%0D%0A+Wai%60anae,+Hawaii+96792?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/86-557+Hakalina+Rd+%0D%0A+Wai%60anae,+Hawaii+96792?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+W.+Kawili+Street+%0D%0A+Hilo,+Hawai%E2%80%99i+96720?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+W.+Kawili+Street+%0D%0A+Hilo,+Hawai%E2%80%99i+96720?entry=gmail&source=g
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The resolution repackages old proposals and presents them as evidence of a new management direction.  The resolution
includes two new actions:
1)  Relocation of the Hoku Kea to “already developed land” by Hale Pohaku and 2)  Construction of a new educational
center at Hale Pohaku.
 
1)  The expansion of Hale Pohaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate for a conservation district and wao
akua.
The proposed rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while simultaneously encouraging a large
tourist presence.
 
 
2)  Since at least 2000, the university has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next 20 years” and
the renewed promise in 2019 to do so by 2033 does not account for this past brokem promise.
The university has proved that its gross negligence knows no ends.  Enough words on paper, time for concrete actions.
Clean up the mess on the Mauna now!
Stop desecrating the Mauna now!
Abide by the cultural assessment recommendation of your own EIS which was to not build TMT.

Aloha Nui!
Vince Kanai Dodge

Sent from my iPhone
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Pete Shimazaki Doktor <dok@riseup.net> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:41 AM
Reply-To: dok@riseup.net
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

Aloha whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

As UH alumni and a Hawai`i resident, I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of
Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of
Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours
and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Ē Mālama Pono,

Pete Doktor
Moanalua

Sincerely,
Pete Shimazaki Doktor
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Lawrence Esbrook <esbrook@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:04 AM
Reply-To: esbrook@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Lawrence Esbrook

Sincerely,
Lawrence Esbrook
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Jon Evans <Volcanojon@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:27 AM
Reply-To: Volcanojon@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Jon Evans

Sincerely,
Jon Evans
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Opposition Testimony
Lehuauakea Fernandez <lehuauakea@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:29 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha Board of Regents, my name is Lehuauakea Kalawai‘a Fernandez and I strongly oppose adopting rules that
restrict access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does
not allow. The rules apply to the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also
passing a twelve point resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically
I oppose the agenda item No. 3A and agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules
restrict all access except UH, Observatory personel, and government official. This violates my constitutional rights,
under article 12 section 7, which provided Native Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day
notice to permit Mauna access , making it impossible for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. I feel that rule only
serves the intrest of the state in that they will inhibit kanaka soverign right to peacefully protect. These rules would
require a special permit for access to the mauna at nightelminating overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo
or observe. These will also violate article 12 section 7 of the constitution. Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state
will be free to dictate its agenda. The first offense could face a $400 fine and immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is
ridiculous to penalize kanaka against their excersing their native rights. These proposed rules haughtily authorizes the
office of UH President enabling him to restrict access and rule on pleas against the fines. It is pono for kanaka to
govern kanaka entities. With regards to agenda item 111 B this resolution packages old promises, presenting them as
evidence of a new management direction. The resolution includes two new actions, one, relocation of the Hōkū Kea to
“already developed lands” near Hale Pōhaku. Two, construction of a new educational center at Hale Pōhaku. The
expansion of Hale Poʻhaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate for a conservation district and wao akua.
These rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while simultaneously encouraging a large
tourist presence. Since at least 2000 the university has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next
20 years” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so for 2033 does not account for this past broken promise. The
university proved that its gross negligence knows no ends. Enough words on paper, time for concrete action. Mahalo
nui. 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
2 messages

Frances Harold <Francesmh120@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 1:51 AM
Reply-To: Francesmh120@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 
I second the notion of testifiers Leilani Lindsey Ka'apuni,Deborah Ward,and Cory Harden.
1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Frances Harold

Frances Harold <francesmh120@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 2:02 AM
Reply-To: francesmh120@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,
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I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 
Submital second time to make sure it's recognized I second the notion of testifiers Leilani lindsey Ka'apuni,Deborah
Ward,and Cory Harden.
[Quoted text hidden]
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Jonathan Fisk <jfisk@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:56 AM
Reply-To: jfisk@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To the University of Hawaiʻi Board of Directors,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Fisk

Sincerely,
Jonathan Fisk
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony
1 message

Sage Fontana <sage.fontana7@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:02 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Board of Regents, my name is Sage Fontana and I strongly oppose adopting rules that restrict access and use of
Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does not allow. The rules apply to
the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also passing a twelve point resolution
on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically I oppose the agenda item No. 3A
and agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules restrict all access except UH,
Observatory personel, and government official. This violates my constitutional rights, under article 12 section 7, which
provided Native Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day notice to permit Mauna access ,
making it impossible for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. I feel that rule only serves the intrest of the state in that they
will inhibit kanaka soverign right to peacefully protect. These rules would require a special permit for access to the mauna
at nightelminating overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo or observe. These will also violate article 12 section
7 of the constitution. Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state will be free to dictate its agenda. The first offense could
face a $400 fine and immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is ridiculous to penalize kanaka against their excersing their
native rights. These proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH President enabling him to restrict access and
rule on pleas against the fines. It is pono for kanaka to govern kanaka entities. With regards to agenda item 111 B this
resolution packages old promises, presenting them as evidence of a new management direction. The resolution includes
two new actions, one, relocation of the Hōkū Kea to “already developed lands” near Hale Pōhaku. Two, construction of a
new educational center at Hale Pōhaku. The expansion of Hale Poʻhaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate
for a conservation district and wao akua. These rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while
simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence. Since at least 2000 the university has identified five telescopes for
decommissioning “within the next 20 years” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so for 2033 does not account for this
past broken promise. The university proved that its gross negligence knows no ends. Enough words on paper, time for
concrete action.
-Sage Fontana
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Frank Park <Melegirlfp@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:59 AM
Reply-To: Melegirlfp@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Frank Park
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Loriann Kalualani Frank <kaluaz1@hawaii.rr.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 4:27 AM
Reply-To: kaluaz1@hawaii.rr.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Loriann Kalualani Frank
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

testimony re: item 3A
1 message

Cynthia Franklin <cfrankli@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:04 AM
To: BOR Testimony <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

November 6, 2019 testimony

BOR members,

My name is Cynthia Franklin, and I have been a professor at the University of Hawaiʻi for the past 25 years.
I am testifying regarding item 3.A.  As a settler ally, I oppose construction of the TMT, and I oppose the
administrative rules that have been proposed in the name of protecting the natural and cultural resources of
Mauna Kea.

These rules—and the constant deferrals (how many have there been? I have lost count…) and changes in
location for the BOR meeting to hear them—are a manifestation of colonial control. Just as the rules are
meant to criminalize dissent, the postponements and location changes are exercises to avoid listening to or
registering the voices of those who oppose this exercise of colonial power.

For my testimony today, I am not going to get into the problems with the specifics of the rules. So many
people have covered this, so many times with great expertise. Moreover, the bottom line is that the
University should not have jurisdiction over Mauna Kea, but should leave it to the Kia‘i who know best how
to care for this place so sacred to them.

Any student of colonialism knows how dependent colonialism is not only upon brute force—as in the case of
Mauna Kea, arrests and the threats of militarized police, deployments of the National Guard, sonic
weaponry, and “chemical dispersants.” Maintaining colonial control also depends upon, in the case of Mauna
Kea, parking tickets, and making up rules and regulations as an attempt to quell dissent. 

This hearing has been long in coming. Its many postponements and changes in location are part of a strategy
to wear down and confuse and diminish opposition to the administrative rules, and to the construction of the
TMT on Mauna a Wākea. The BOR and the University, however, underestimate the persistence of those
motivated by aloha ‘aina, those who understand that this is a fight for our future in the face of a racist,
capitalist, colonial order. People fighting for a decolonial future will never have the resources of corporations
and the settler state. We have no police force. We are not backed by banks. We do not have and we do not
want to deploy sonic weaponry or chemical dispersants, or to get our way by handcuffing and jailing our
opponents, or through establishing administrative rules designed to foment fear, to criminalize free speech
and critical thinking, to intimidate and break the bank accounts of those who often are struggling to meet the
most basic of costs.

Violence happens in all kinds of ways, and make no mistake: we recognize that UH’s proposed
administrative rules are a forms of state violence, as assertions of colonial control, and as the weapons
available to those with institutional and state power. But what the state and the university administration will
never have—and cannot vanquish—are the stories and songs, the vision for love and justice, the aloha ‘āina
and principles of Kapu Aloha that at the end of the day will persist, along with the mountain.

Members of the BOR: take the side of justice and leave the governance of the mauna to the people who
know how to care for it as a beloved relation. Take the side against planetary pillaging, against the
subjugation of indigenous people and their allies. Realize you cannot fine the fight for justice out of
existence. No to the administrative rules, and no to the TMT. It is time for the university to forfeit the
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conservation district use permit for the TMT and forgo any rights to make rules to punish the protectors of
Mauna Kea.

Thank you,

Cynthia Franklin

Professor of English

**********************************************
Cynthia Franklin
Professor 
Co-Editor, Biography: An Interdisciplinary Quarterly
Department of English (KUY 224)
University of Hawai'i
1733 Donaghho Road
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96822
cfrankli@hawaii.edu

mailto:cfrankli@hawaii.edu
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Edward Fuhrmann
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Ronald Fujiyoshi <ronsan2224@aol.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:15 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I want to address my comments to you the Board of Regents:

My personal opinion is that the University of Hawai`i, of which I am an alumnus, is at a crossroads. It has to decide if it’s
fundamental purpose is one of “the pursuit of truth” or whether it is “to bring more finances to the State of Hawai`i.” The perception
by others on which of these two purposes is most fundamental to you will affect your future. I have tried to spend as much time as I
can up on Mauna Kea sitting with the kupuna in the kupuna tent. Many of the kupuna are either directly associated with the
University of Hawai`i or closely connected to the institution. Many teaching courses at the free Pu`uhuluhulu University are also
professors or teachers in your institution. I have heard that the enrollment at the University of Hawai`i is and has been on the decline
while the recent news is that enrollment in the Hawaiian immersion schools have gone up significantly. The future of the University
of Hawai`i is at stake with the building of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT).

What I am posing is directly related to this hearing. The rules that are proposed to be adopted are clearly to pave the way for the
building of the Thirty Meter Telescope. It does not take a genius to know that many of the rules are targeting the protectors of Mauna
Kea by making it more difficult for the protectors to stop the construction of the TMT by proposing fines and regulations that will
interfere with the ability of the protectors to stop the construction of the TMT.

The words “Rule of Law” has been used over and over again to argue that all of the legal steps to building the Thirty Meter Telescope
have been followed. However, the major basis of the “Rule of Law” for the State of Hawai`i is the Constitution of the State of
Hawai`i. Article XII, Section 7 of the Constitution reads: “The State reaffirms and shall protect all rights, customarily and
traditionally exercised for subsistence, cultural and religious purposes and possessed by ahupua'a tenants who are descendants of
native Hawaiians who inhabited the Hawaiian Islands prior to 1778, subject to the right of the State to regulate such rights.”

The rules being proposed are basically in contradiction to this article of the State of Hawai`i Constitution. Only qualified native
Hawaiian cultural and religious practitioners can decide whether their rights are being protected. On Mauna Kea at present there
are three ahas (religious rituals) daily being practiced and hundreds of new native Hawaiian cultural and religious practitioners
are being trained. The rules being proposed stand in opposition to the rights guaranteed by the State of Hawaii Constitution.

Although I do not have the koko of a native Hawaiian, I am among those committed to protect Mauna Kea as a sacred mountain
and am willing to be arrested while protecting the rights of those who believe in the sacredness of the mountain. From my
experience on the mountain I have seen with my own eyes more that thirty new kupuna who are willing to be arrested. Many of
the 38 kupuna who were arrested on July 17th, 2019 are willing to be arrested again. This does not even take into consideration
those who are not kupuna who are willing to be arrested. By witnessing the commitment, I truly believe that the TMT will not be
built. I am 79 years of age. There are some kupuna older than me, whose health is not as good as mine, willing to be arrested. I
believe some of those on the mountain are willing to die for what they believe. I doubt whether there is one astronomer willing to
die in order that the TMT be built.

Instead of splitting the community and the university community further, I advise you regents to stop pushing for the building of
the TMT. Stick to the pursuit of truth. Stop having the pursuit of financial rewards for the State of Hawai`i interfere with your
primary purpose as an institute of education. Enough already! Thank you for the opportunity to submit my comments! 

Ronald Susumu Fujiyoshi

1196 W. Kawailani St., Hilo, HI 96720. Tel. 808-959-9775

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1196+W.+Kawailani+St.,+Hilo,+HI+96720?entry=gmail&source=g
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elisa furtado-fischer <mana_173@hotmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:25 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

I am submitting this letter to oppose agenda items III A and B, which will adversely impact the rights and disregards the
will of Native Hawaiians and undermines the University’s responsibility to manage the Mauna properly. 

III. A. Final Report and Dissolution of the Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction Group and Approval of Resolution
to Act on Items Relating to Maunakea Management, including Budget Items
III. B. Approve Adoption of Chapter 20-26, Hawai‘i Administrative Rules, entitled “Public and Commercial Activities on
Mauna Kea Lands,” and transmittal to the Governor for Final Approval

Elisa Furtado
LCC ‘99 - AA Liberal Arts
UHM ‘02 - BA US History 
Current WCC student - Hawaiian Studies 

Sent from my iPhone



November 5, 2019

Aloha Chair Kudo and Board of Regents’ Members, 

My name is Paul Gallagher, originally from Ireland, and a long-time resident of Wai’anae, O’ahu. 
Before I state the rationale for my opposition to agenda items, I believe it is useful to remind 
ourselves of some history.

Preamble:

As you know, ARTICLE X, Section 5 of the Constitution of the State of Hawai’i established the 
University of Hawai’i as independent and autonomous from the Executive Administration:

 “The University of Hawaii is hereby established as the state university and 
constituted a body corporate.

Further, ARTICLE X, Section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Hawai’i established the 
exclusive power and jurisdiction of the Board of Regents to: 

…formulate policy, and to exercise control over the university through its executive 
officer, the president of the university, who shall be appointed by the board.  The 
board shall also have exclusive jurisdiction over the internal structure, management, 
and operation of the university.

In your publication “THE BOARD OF REGENTS GENERAL OVERVIEW”1, “Roles and 
Responsibilities”, you cite a 1997 Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges’ 
publication: “Trustee Responsibilities: A Guide for Governing Boards of Public Institutions” as 
guidelines for Board Members duties.

In addition to this AGB publication there is an updated 2007 AGB “Board of Directors’ 
Statement on Board Accountability” that specifically addresses accountability to the public 
interest:2

Boards are accountable to the public interest and the public trust. The American 
people entrust control of higher education institutions to citizen boards and to the 
independent judgment of their members, rather than to senior public officials or 
bureaucracies. All governing boards are accountable to the broad public interest and 
for the achievement of public purposes. Thus, boards incur a special duty to preserve 
and enhance the institution for future generations. Governing boards of independent 
colleges are accountable not only to the sources of their founding authority, but also to 
a government-issued statement of authority, such as a charter that describes some of 
the basic public expectations for the institution. For those boards whose members are 

1 https://www.hawaii.edu/offices/bor/guide/docs/Board_of_Regents_General_Overview_with_Appendix.pdf
2 https://agb.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/statement_2007_accountability_0.pdf



elected by the public or appointed by a governor or legislature, authority derives from 
and accountability pertains to the people of the state.

This authority is also clearly stated in THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF HAWAII, ARTICLE 
I, BILL OF RIGHTS: 

POLITICAL POWER

Section 1.  All political power of this State is inherent in the people and the 
responsibility for the exercise thereof rests with the people.  All government is 
founded on this authority. [Am Const Con 1978 and election Nov 7, 1978]

RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS

Section 2.  All persons are free by nature and are equal in their inherent and 
inalienable rights.  Among these rights are the enjoyment of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness, and the acquiring and possessing of property.  These rights 
cannot endure unless the people recognize their corresponding obligations and 
responsibilities.

Lastly, and most importantly, in the formation of the State of Hawai’i, The Hawai’ian Homes 
Commission Act (HHCA) was deliberately and explicitly included as an article of the Constitution 
of the State of Hawai’i to protect the rights of Native Hawaiians, as defined therein and as 
enumerated in the Act.

ARTICLE XII HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION ACT did not just impose legal requirements, it 
also explicitly included a moral imperative in ARTICLE XII, (Section 5):

“the State and its people do further agree and declare that the spirit of the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act looking to the continuance of the Hawaiian homes projects 
for the further rehabilitation of the Hawaiian race shall be faithfully carried out.

--------------

With this as the background for your consideration I specifically draw your attention to the 
words: “spirit” and “race.” These are the two most important prisms through which my 
opposition, and assuredly that of others, needs to be evaluated. 



I adamantly oppose the following agenda items3: 

Agenda Items A. 

Approval of Resolution to Act on Items Relating to Maunakea Management, 
including Budget Items. 

Agenda Item B: 

Approval of the Adoption of Chapter 20-26, Hawai‘i Administrative Rules, 
entitled “Public and Commercial Activities on Mauna Kea Lands,”

I vehemently oppose the above for the following reasons:

1. Timing: It would be grossly imprudent and antagonistic to proceed now with 
the adoption of new rules.

We are currently in a situation concerning Mauna Kea that is extremely sensitive.
It is destroying the very fabric of our society, almost irreparably.  Many recent 
actions have been deliberately antagonistic to the “kia’i” (the protectors recognized 
by Chair Kudo saying “the intention behind them is genuine and sincere. From their 
example, we could learn a lot as a university system and as Hawaiʻi.”)

This is not a moment for haste lest all possibility of ho’oponopono is irrevocably 
damaged.

2. Redundancy: The terms of both the HAR and the Resolution were effectively 
made unilaterally almost in denial of a new political reality that has emerged since 
July 15th

Again, to proceed unilaterally at this point is not being politically realistic. If the 
Board chooses to proceed it will only add flames to the fire by its inconsiderate and 
overt antagonism.

It would be common sense to postpone approval and adoption as a conciliatory 
signal now, knowing that they will inevitably be included as part of any 
ho’oponopono negotiations.

3 
https://www.hawaii.edu/offices/bor/regular/materials/201911060945/Special_BOR_Meeting_of__11_06_19__M
aterials___FOR_UPLOAD.pdf



3. Evaluation of the President Mr. Lassner has demonstrably failed in his 
responsibilities by his continuance of UH’s decades long mismanagement of 
Mauna Kea. 

One of your core responsibilities is to evaluate that performance. Allowing Mr. 
Lassner to accrue more authority and more responsibility would be a failure of your 
mandate, and again a continuing violation of the public trust. The evidence of the 
irresponsibility and mismanagement under Mr. Lassner should not be rewarded by 
vesting him with further responsibility or an active role.

Regaining the public trust is now far more important than acquiescing to Mr. 
Lassner’s undeserved influence on the HAR, the Resolution and anything related to 
the administration of Mauna Kea.

4. “spirit” and “race” Now is the time to acknowledge the wholesale violations 
of the “spirt” of the HHCA and the attendant “Institutional racism” inherent in the 
violations of the Constitutional rights of Native Hawaiians under Article XII.

That is an uncomfortable reality for most people to discuss let alone address. 
It is rampant in the State of Hawaii: Mauna Kea, Wai’manalo, Nanakuli, Kahuka, 
Hanapepe are all just current manifestations of institutional racism, however subtle.
But, for anyone to neglect the common-denominator is intellectually lazy and 
disingenuous. Nobody wants to look at that big picture and its implications in the 
context of their own domain.

As long as the BOR chooses to rationalize it away, then we will never move forward 
from here. The integrity and reputation of the University of Hawai’i will be 
definitively undermined by the real-time history that is being recorded right now. 

If this conduct were perpetrated by an individual on an another individual it would 
without hesitation be called racist. 

It is your responsibility to discontinue enabling this overt institutional racism. If we 
can’t label it, we can’t fix it. Ever.



I would argue that this is a moment in the history, in the State of Hawai’i and in the history of 
the University of Hawai’i, that the Board of Regents will determine the course of that history 
much more so than any other public entity. That is a huge responsibility to society.

This is not a legal issue. It is a moral issue the outcome of which will determine our social fabric 
for decades. Our keikis’ future depends on the decisions you make in the fulfillment of your 
moral responsibilities to them. 

Your moral leadership in acknowledging the responsibilities of the “spirit” of the HHCA is now 
paramount. Refusing to participate in the manipulation of the law to violate that spirit is critical. 

Please choose wisely, for the sake of human decency and for our society. 

Is mise le meas, 

T. Paul Gallagher

(808) 763 7060



The people who call themselves the “protectors” of Maunakea, many of whom are UH faculty, staff, students, and 
alumni, are led by a commitment to aloha ʻāina, improving the life conditions of Native Hawaiians and all Hawaiʻi, 
and ensuring that future generations stand on a better foundation than we have today. 

They are expressing the pain and anguish of more than a century of repeated trauma and suffering. Taking a stand 
for their beliefs around the proper care and stewardship of Maunakea manifests these beliefs. 

What the “protectors” have been able to accomplish, from the organization required to maintain 
the Puʻuhonua at Puʻuhuluhulu, the protocol activated three times a day on the Maunakea access road, and the 
ability to share their message and view point around the world and gain emphatic support, is truly remarkable. 

I recognize the significance of these achievements and that the intention behind them is genuine and sincere. 
From their example, we could learn a lot as a university system and as Hawaiʻi.

Benjamin A. Kudo, Chair of the University of Hawaiʻi Board of Regents
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Arthur Galvin <uncleatta1984@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:10 AM
Reply-To: uncleatta1984@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Arthur Galvin
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Kaililauloa Garcia <Kaililauloa@hotmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:07 AM
Reply-To: Kaililauloa@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kaililauloa Garcia
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Our Mountain
1 message

Yvonne Geesey <geesey@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:35 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Rules are capricious and arbitrary disagree entirely. 
Yvonne Geesey 
No longer a proud alum of UHSONDH and WSRSL

Aloha, Yvonne 
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Donna Gerard <Veradical19@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:13 AM
Reply-To: Veradical19@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Donna Gerard
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Reply-To: ginger.gohier@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ginger Gohier
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Makanalani Gomes <makanag4@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:40 AM
Reply-To: makanag4@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

Aloha mai,

My name is Makanalani Gomes. I am Native Hawaiian and have been on the Mauna since July 15, 2019 in protection of
our sacred mauna and to defend our ancestral homelands. 

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Aloha Aina! 

Sincerely,
Makanalani Gomes
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kaui Goodhue <kauigoodhue@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:14 AM
Reply-To: kauigoodhue@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kaui Goodhue
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OPPOSED to Proposed Mauna Kea Rules, IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Donna Grabow <meridianwoman@yahoo.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:28 AM
Reply-To: Donna Grabow <meridianwoman@yahoo.com>
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

To: 

UH Board of Regents
University of Hawai'i

Aloha,  

I am in opposition to adopting new rules that would restrict access and use of Mauna Kea summit

lands, and implement a vague system of permits, for the access that it does allow. 

The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory personnel, or government entities

(Agenda item no. III.A)

Also in opposition of passing a twelve point resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps

with a supporting budget (Agenda item no. III.B)

Sincerely,

Donna Grabow

82 Holu Street  A
Hilo, Hawaii
96720
808-238-9360
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Laurakyn Graham <laurawoolfgraham@ail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:17 PM
Reply-To: laurawoolfgraham@ail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Laurakyn Graham
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Momi Greene <momigreene@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:31 AM
Reply-To: momigreene@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Momi Greene
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Chyloe Leon Guerrero <chyloe@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:46 AM
Reply-To: chyloe@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Chyloe Leon Guerrero
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Administrative Rules Governing Mauna Kea and BOR Mauna Kea Mismanagement
1 message

Monisha Das Gupta <dasgupta@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:01 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I am writing to urge the Regents and UH President Lassner to reject the  proposed Mauna Kea
Administrative Rules in light of several issues:
The proposed rules and revisions do not respect the rights and customary practices of Kānaka Maoli.
They do not address the concerns that have been submitted in countless testimonies to the Regents and
university administrators.
They criminalize those who are standing to protect Mauna a Wākea from  further degradation.
We have advised the Regents and UH Administrators many times about meaningful consultation regarding
the management and governance of Mauna Kea. This advice has fallen on deaf ears. I urge the Regents to
follow Regent Alapaki Nahale-a, who has shown that an ethical stance on the mauna and its relationship
to the university and research is possible.
I stand in kapu aloha.
Monisha Das Gupta
Dr. Monisha Das Gupta
Professor, Departments of Ethnic Studies and Women's Studies
306 George Hall
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Lorrie Guzzy <Lorrieguzzy@hotmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:08 AM
Reply-To: Lorrieguzzy@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Lorrie Guzzy
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Sarah Hamid <sarahhamid10@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:13 AM
Reply-To: sarahhamid10@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities. This is a clearly a ploy to criminalize those most connected to Mauna Kea, while
allowing for University officials to be exempt. 

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. You have the power to do right, you can do it now. 

Sincerely,
Sarah Michal Hamid 

Sincerely,
Sarah Hamid
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

‘Anolani Hanohano <anohano@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 1:52 AM
Reply-To: anohano@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

‘Anolani Hanohano

Sincerely,
‘Anolani Hanohano
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Zoe Hastings <zchastin@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:36 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea. Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place. I
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.
 
Sincerely,

Zoe Hastings 
NSF Graduate Research Fellow / PhD Student
Department of Botany
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa
zchastin@hawaii.edu | 262-903-1284
linkedin.com/in/zoehastings

mailto:zchastin@hawaii.edu
http://linkedin.com/in/zoehastings
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Callee Heen <calleeh@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:31 PM
Reply-To: calleeh@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Callee Heen
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Pua Heimuli <pheimuli@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:03 AM
Reply-To: pheimuli@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

Aloha mai,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Mālama,
Pua Heimuli

Sincerely,
Pua Heimuli
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Hiialo Harold <Hoohokuikalani26@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:40 AM
Reply-To: Hoohokuikalani26@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Hiialo Harold
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Uilani Hipolito <uilani.hipolito@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:43 AM
Reply-To: uilani.hipolito@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Uilani Hipolito 

Sincerely,
Uilani Hipolito
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Comments on Proposed UH Managment Rules and BOR Resolution
1 message

Nelson Ho <nho.hoku@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:39 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To The UH BOR 
As they Rearrange The Deck Chairs on the Sinking Titanic 

110619 testimony of Nelson Ho

Aloha. I am one of the Kupuna who are committed to sit in the Kupuna Blockade tent, in
the middle of the Ala Hulu Kupuna. I am waiting for my turn to prevent further
desecration of our Mauna, by this University and other state agencies.

I am forced to use Kapu Aloha and civil disobedience because I have spoken against
the industrialization of the summit, to no avail, since 1995.  Your predecessors have
gotten two decades of bad advice/misinformation by your Office of Mauna Kea
Mismanagement (OMKM) and they produced bad decisions tantamount to
malfeasance. 

Your process has failed you and your predecessors have failed you. OMKM was
designed to be a state controlled board consisting of self selected, self serving parties
bent on controlling the mauna for their own purposes. It does NOT represent Hawaii
residents. Administrator Stephanie Nagata is a miserable administrator, who in her 20
years at the office, has only produced arrests, civil disobedience and defiance of the
state agencies’ lawlessness. The true nature of OMKM’s value to the UH system is
demonstrated by your Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction Group’s ignoring
them completely, as the ludicrous, delusional resolution was cobbled together.

Is part of your responsibility as a BOR to maintain the integrity and cohesion of the UH
system? If you don’t already know, the TMT proposal has corroded and polarized our
institution. Your predecessors actions have seriously eroded the entire island state’s
support for this educational institution. 

UH relations with the Public are at an all time low. Belief in the state’s ability to rule in a
lawful manner is totally eroded. Do not support the TMT proposal, urge them to go
elsewhere. Include the Right Holders in Mauna decision making.

Your ill advised Resolution 19-03, like Mayor Kim’s pamphlet, is full of out dated ideas,
and  just shows out of touch the proposers are. I react with pity to these desperate, yet
feeble, attempts to rearrange the deck chairs on the sinking Titanic. 
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Do not further, as your predecessors have done - “trample on the Souls of the Hawaiian
people” in the words of Mayor Kim. Past actions and decisions by the state have
brought us to the brink of the ultimate question - do we really want another Master
Lease given to this UH institution?

Thank you Regent Nahale-a, and those who will vote against these repressive admin
rules and pitiful Resolution 19-03. To pass either of these two measures will only throw
gasoline on your burning reputations. Restore civility within the UH and with the larger
islander community. To the other Regents, I will continue to oppose your institutional
hypocrisy and delusions, as I am “Mauna Ready.”

----------------------------
Nelson Ho
198 Hoku St.
Ph. 808 933-2650
Hilo, HI 96720

https://www.google.com/maps/search/198+Hoku+St.+Ph.+808?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/198+Hoku+St.+Ph.+808?entry=gmail&source=g
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Renee Ho'omanawanui <reneehoomanawanui2@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:37 AM
Reply-To: reneehoomanawanui2@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Renee Ho'omanawanui
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION TO AGENDA ITEM B, SPECIAL BOARD OF REGENTS MEETING,
November 6, 2019 9:45am: Adoption of Chapter 20-26, Hawai‘i Administrative Rules,
entitled “Public and Commercial Activities on Mauna Kea Lands,” and transmittal to
the Governor for Final Approval
1 message

Sidhartha Hostallero <sidharth@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:49 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Board of Regents, my name is Sidhārtha Hostallero and I strongly oppose adopting rules that restrict access and
use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does not allow. The rules
apply to the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also passing a twelve point
resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically I oppose the agenda item
No. 3A and agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules restrict all access except UH,
Observatory personel, and government official. This violates my constitutional rights, under article 12 section 7, which
provided Native Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day notice to permit Mauna access ,
making it impossible for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. I feel that rule only serves the intrest of the state in that they
will inhibit kanaka soverign right to peacefully protect. These rules would require a special permit for access to the mauna
at nightelminating overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo or observe. These will also violate article 12 section
7 of the constitution. Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state will be free to dictate its agenda. The first offense could
face a $400 fine and immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is ridiculous to penalize kanaka against their excersing their
native rights. These proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH President enabling him to restrict access and
rule on pleas against the fines. It is pono for kanaka to govern kanaka entities. With regards to agenda item 111 B this
resolution packages old promises, presenting them as evidence of a new management direction. The resolution includes
two new actions, one, relocation of the Hōkū Kea to “already developed lands” near Hale Pōhaku. Two, construction of a
new educational center at Hale Pōhaku. The expansion of Hale Poʻhaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate
for a conservation district and wao akua. These rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while
simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence. Since at least 2000 the university has identified five telescopes for
decommissioning “within the next 20 years” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so for 2033 does not account for this
past broken promise. The university proved that its gross negligence knows no ends. Enough words on paper, time for
concrete action.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Administration Rules
1 message

Mekealohapumehanahemolele Howard <mkhoward@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 6:53 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Board of Regents, my name is Pumehana Howard and I strongly oppose adopting rules that restrict access and
use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does not allow. The rules
apply to the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also passing a twelve point
resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically I oppose the agenda item
No. 3A and agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules restrict all access except UH,
Observatory personel, and government officials. This violates my constitutional rights, under article 12 section 7, which
provided Native Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day notice to permit Mauna access,
making it impossible for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. The rules only serves the intrest of the state in that they will
inhibit kanaka sovereign rights to peacefully protect. These rules would require a special permit for access to the mauna
at night eliminating overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo or observation. These will also violate article 12
section 7 of the constitution. Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state will be free to dictate its agenda. The first
offense could face a $400 fine and immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is ridiculous to penalize kanaka against
excersing their native rights. These proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH President enabling him to restrict
access and rule on pleas against the fines. It is pono for kanaka to govern kanaka entities. With regards to agenda item
No. 111 B this resolution packages old promises, presenting them as evidence of a new management direction. The
resolution includes two new actions, one, relocation of the Hōkū Kea to “already developed lands” near Hale Pōhaku.
Two, construction of a new educational center at Hale Pōhaku. The expansion of Hale Pōhaku and increase in visitor
numbers is inappropriate for a conservation district and wao akua. These rules are limiting customary and traditional
access to the Mauna while simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence. Since at least 2000 the university has
identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next 20 years” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so for
2033 does not account for this past broken promise. The university proved that its gross negligence knows no ends.
Enough words on paper, time for concrete action. Once again I oppose agenda item and No. 3A and agenda item and
No. 111B. Mahalo!

Sent from my iPad
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

OLA JENKINS <ola.jenkins@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:36 AM
Reply-To: ola.jenkins@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
OLA JENKINS
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Joan Jensen <Juj@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:03 AM
Reply-To: Juj@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am a University if Hawaii graduate student submitting this testimony to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will
adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. As part
of the mission of the University, “the University embraces its unique responsibilities to the indigenous people of Hawaii
and to Hawaii’s indigenous land and culture.”

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands. Mauna Kea rules
should govern those who are using the Mauna for commercial (including scientific use) and governmental use. Native
Hawaiian use for cultural and religious purposes should never change or be affected by any proposed access rules. 

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.
These steps need to be reflective of the kuleana necessary to steward and malama this place and align with cultural
values and practices of the native peoples of this place. 

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners,
hinder the University from fulfilling its responsibilities towards Hawaiian people, language and culture, and ultimately
defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  

Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not
intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions. The proposed rules are inappropriate
to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the
University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Joan Jensen
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Cyrus Johnasen <cyrusjohnasen@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:19 AM
Reply-To: cyrusjohnasen@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Cyrus Johnasen
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Board of Regents Testimony
1 message

Patrik Jonsson <patrik@familjenjonsson.org> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:42 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear Board of Regents,

I have read the report from the Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction Group and wanted to voice my perspective
on its recommendations, as a resident of the Big Island and a person trained in astrophysics research (but not employed
as such.)

First and foremost, while the report says that the MIG discussed "Resolution of TMT conflict options", it does not appear
to offer any recommendations on this topic. This would seem to me, by far, to be the most important topic since the TMT
situation appears stalled without any real options for moving forward. If the TMT project cannot proceed as permitted, it
will at some point have no option but to use an alternate site. To stall the project until that happens appears to be the goal
of the protests, and to let that happen would be the beginning of the end of astronomy in Hawaii and a great loss to the
University and the community at large. It is of the utmost importance that  the TMT deadlock be resolved so the project
can proceed.

Second, the MIG recommends decommissioning of a set of telescopes (CSO, Hokukea, UKIRT, VLBA and an unnamed
fifth observatory), and the move of Hokukea to Hale Pohaku, but this recommendation appears quite arbitrary. There is no
motivation for why these telescopes were selected and whether the deadlines are even feasible. It appears that the MIG
did not consult the astronomy community about how to best manage decommissioning to minimize losses to science and
education, which is disappointing.

Finally, I note that the MIG specifically points out the importance of Maunakea for Native Hawaiian cultural practice. I
agree with this and that such practices should be supported. However, I also wish the BOR would publically affirm its
support for astronomy in Hawaii and on Maunakea in particular. The University should make clear that it stands behind
the TMT project and astronomy in general. 

With best regards,

Patrik Jonsson, Ph.D.
Hilo, HI



November 5, 2019 
 
from: Marc Kaanoi 
marc.kaanoi@gmail.com 
 
to: UH  
Board of Regents 
 
2444 Dole Street 
Hon. HI  96822 
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu. 
 
Date:  Wednesday, November 6, 2019 
Time:  9:45a.m. 
Place:  University of Hawai’i at Hilo 
            Performing Arts Center 
            200 W. Kawili Street 
            Hilo, Hawai’i 96720-4091 
 

Subject: Item No. 111 A and Item No. 111 B 
 
I OPPOSE both items for the following reasons. 
 
Item No. 111 A 
1)  Adopting rules that restrict access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a 
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow.  The rules apply to the public, but not 
the University or observatory personnel, or government entities.  (Agenda item no. 111 A) 
 
Agenda item No 3A 
1)  The proposed rules restrict all access except UH, observatory, personnel and Gov. officials 
when they are the reason for the rules. See Hawaii Revise Statue (HRS) Article X11, Section 7, 
which allows kanaka to access the Mauna as a customary right. 
 
2)  Requiring 15 days practice to permit Mauna access, making it impossible for Kia’i to rally in 
opposition to hewa.  This rule only severs the interest of the state in that they will inhibit kanaka 
sovereign right to peaceful protest. 
 
3)  Being on Mauna I ka po require special permit, eliminating, overnight Kia’i presence and 
limiting access to Kilo.  See HRS Article X11, Section 7, Without an overnight occupation, the 
state is free to dictate its agenda. 
 
4)  First offense could face a $400.00 fine and immediate expulsion from the Mauna. 
     It’s ridiculous to penalize kanaka for execising their native rights. 
 
5)  Proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH Press, enabling him to restrict access 
and rule on pleas against the fines….Kanaka need to govern kanaka entities. 

mailto:marc.kaanoi@gmail.com
mailto:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu


 
Item No.  111 B 
 
The resolution repackages old proposals and presents them as evidence of a new management 
direction.  The resolution includes two new actions:  
1)  Relocation of the Hoku Kea to “already developed land” by Hale Pohaku and 
2)  Construction of a new educational center at Hale Pohaku. 
 
1)  The expansion of Hale Pohaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate for a 
conservation district and wao akua. 
The proposed rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while 
simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence. 
 
2)  Since at least 2000, the university has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within 
the next 20 year” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so by 2033 does not account for this 
past brokem promise. 
The university has proved that its gross negligence knows no ends.  Enough words on paper, 
time for concrete actions. 
 
The privatization of the management of Mauna Kea must be stopped. The public should be 
involved in all meetings and decisions regarding any construction and desecration of Mauna Kea. 
The proposed amendments aim to prevent Kanaka from rightful rallying and protest. The 
amendments to prevent public opposition and desecration of sacred land needs to end. 
 
Sincerely,  
 Marc Kaanoi 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Proposed administrative rules
1 message

Tu kanaka <noakaaumoana@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:29 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Board of Regents, my name is Noah Kaʻaumoana and I strongly oppose adopting rules that restrict access and use
of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does not allow. The rules apply to
the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also passing a twelve point resolution on
twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically I oppose the agenda item No. 3A and
agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules restrict all access except UH, Observatory
personel, and government official. This violates my constitutional rights, under article 12 section 7, which provided Native
Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day notice to permit Mauna access , making it impossible
for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. I feel that rule only serves the intrest of the state in that they will inhibit kanaka
soverign right to peacefully protect. These rules would require a special permit for access to the mauna at nightelminating
overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo or observe. These will also violate article 12 section 7 of the constitution.
Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state will be free to dictate its agenda. The first offense could face a $400 fine and
immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is ridiculous to penalize kanaka against their excersing their native rights. These
proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH President enabling him to restrict access and rule on pleas against the
fines. It is pono for kanaka to govern kanaka entities. With regards to agenda item 111 B this resolution packages old
promises, presenting them as evidence of a new management direction. The resolution includes two new actions, one,
relocation of the Hōkū Kea to “already developed lands” near Hale Pōhaku. Two, construction of a new educational center
at Hale Pōhaku. The expansion of Hale Poʻhaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate for a conservation district
and wao akua. These rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while simultaneously encouraging a
large tourist presence. Since at least 2000 the university has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next
20 years” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so for 2033 does not account for this past broken promise. The university
proved that its gross negligence knows no ends. Enough words on paper, time for concrete action.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Charleen Kageno <ckageno@hotmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:57 AM
Reply-To: ckageno@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Charleen Kageno
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Haweo Kaiama <Pearl.kaiama@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:55 AM
Reply-To: Pearl.kaiama@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Haweo Kaiama



From: Dexter Ke’eaumoku Ka’iama 
To: University of Hawaii, Board of Regents 
Date: November 5, 2019 
Re:  Opposition to Proposed Rules for Mauna Kea [Chapter 20-26 HAR] 
 

 
I. VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATION LAW and CEASE & DESIST NOTIFICATION - (a) 

Construction of 30-Meter Telescope; and (b) Legislation and Promulgation of 
Proposed Rules [Chapter 20-26 HAR] for Mauna Kea 

 
 
The University of Hawaii by virtue of its status as a claimed lessee of Hawaiian Kingdom 

Government land and its direct association with TMT International Observatory, LLC, is hereby directed 
to immediately cease and desist in the: (a) construction of a 30-meter telescope on the summit; and (b) 
Legislation and promulgation of proposed rules [Chapter 20-26 HAR] for Mauna Kea which is situated 
within the ahupua‘a of Ka‘ohe, district of Hamakua, Island of Hawai‘i, Hawaiian Kingdom. The ahupua‘a 
of Ka‘ohe is public land under the administration of the Minister of the Interior of the Hawaiian Kingdom 
under An Act Relating to the Lands of His Majesty the King and of the Government (1848). The Hawaiian 
Kingdom has been under an illegal and prolonged occupation by the United States of America since 
August 12, 1898 during the Spanish-American War. 

 
a. Construction of a 30-meter telescope on Mauna Kea 

 
The extensive destruction and appropriation of property not justified by military necessity and 

carried out unlawfully and wantonly is a violation of International law. The construction of permanent 
fixtures on public property that belongs to the Hawaiian Kingdom government is extensive destruction 
of that property. 

 
Be advised that the construction of the 30-meter telescope on Mauna Kea is a violation 

International law under:  
 
• Article 56, Hague Convention, IV (1907), “All seizure of, destruction or willful damage 
done to institutions [dedicated to religion, charity and 2 education, the arts and 
sciences, even when State property], historic monuments, works of art and science, is 
forbidden, and should be made the subject of legal proceedings;”  
 
• Article 53, Geneva Convention, IV (1949), “Any destruction by the Occupying Power of 
real or personal property belonging individually or collectively to private persons, or to 
the State, or other public authorities, or to social or co-operative organizations, is 
prohibited, except where such destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by military 
operations;” and  
 
• Article 147, Geneva Convention, IV (1949), “Grave breaches… shall be those involving 
any of the following acts, if committed against persons or property protected by the 
present Convention: …extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified 
by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.”  
 



The State of Hawai’i’s, the University of Hawai’i’s (by virtue of its claimed sub-lease with the 
TMT International Observatory, LLC) and the United States military’s omission of preventing the 
destruction of the public property of the Hawaiian Kingdom is also violations of International law under:  

 
• Article 55, Hague Convention, IV (1907), “The occupying State shall be regarded only 
as administrator and usufructuary of public buildings, real estate, forests, and 
agricultural estates belonging to the [occupied] State, and situated in the occupied 
country. It must safeguard the capital of these properties, and administer them in 
accordance with the rules of usufruct.”  
 
The Final Declaration adopted by the International Conference for the Protection of War 

Victims in 1993 urged all States to make every effort to, “Reaffirm and ensure respect for the rules 
of international humanitarian law applicable during armed conflicts protecting…the natural 
environment…against wanton destruction causing serious environmental damage.” In its advisory 
opinion in the Nuclear Weapons case in 1996, the International Court of Justice stated, “States 
must take environmental considerations into account when assessing what is necessary and 
proportionate… Respect for the environment is one of the elements that go to assessing whether 
an action is in conformity with the principle of necessity.” 

 
The appropriation and destruction of real property on the summit of Mauna Kea belonging 

to the occupied State, and violations of the Hague and Geneva Conventions referenced above, have 
been committed since the State of Hawai‘i leased 13,321.054 acres of the summit of Mauna Kea to 
the University of Hawai‘i in 1968. Thirteen telescopes have been constructed as permanent fixtures 
since 1970, and the TMT will make it fourteen. TMT International Observatory, LLC, through and as 
a direct result of the illegal sub-lease granted by the University of Hawai’i, has already committed 
unlawful destruction of property when it began the construction of the 30-meter telescope by 
breaking ground, and has committed secondary violations of unlawful confinement (Article 147, 
Geneva Convention, IV) with the arrests of 31 individuals who were preventing TMT International 
Observatory, LLC, from committing additional violations of International law as referenced 
hereinabove. 

 
The Hawaiian Islands was never an incorporated territory of the United States and is 

currently under an illegal and prolonged occupation. The Hawaiian Kingdom was recognized as an 
independent and sovereign State since November 28, 1843 by joint proclamation of Great Britain 
and France. As a result of the United States’ recognition of Hawaiian independence, the Hawaiian 
Kingdom entered into a Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation, Dec. 20th 1849 (9 U.S. 
Stat. 977); Treaty of Commercial Reciprocity, Jan. 13th 1875 (19 U.S. Stat. 625); Postal Convention 
Concerning Money Orders, Sep. 11th 1883 (23 U.S. Stat. 736); and a Supplementary Convention to 
the 1875 Treaty of Commercial Reciprocity, Dec. 6th 1884 (25 U.S. Stat. 1399). 

 
The Hawaiian Kingdom also entered into treaties with Austria-Hungary, June 18, 1875; 

Belgium, Oct. 4, 1862; Bremen, March 27, 1854; Denmark, Oct. 19th 1846; France, July 17, 1839, 
March 26, 1846, Sep. 8, 1858; French Tahiti, Nov. 24, 1853; Germany, March 25, 1879; Great 
Britain, Nov. 13, 1836 and March 26, 1846; Great Britain’s New South Wales, March 10, 1874; 
Hamburg, Jan. 8, 1848; Italy, July 22, 1863; Japan, Aug. 19, 1871, Jan. 28, 1886; Netherlands, Oct. 
16, 1862; Luxembourg, Oct. 16, 1862; Portugal, May 5, 1882; Russia, June 19, 1869; Samoa, March 
20, 1887; Spain, Oct. 9, 1863; Sweden-Norway, April 5, 1855; and Switzerland, July 20, 1864. 

 



Unable to procure a treaty of cession from the Hawaiian Kingdom government acquiring 
the Hawaiian Islands as required by international law, Congress enacted a Joint Resolution To 
provide for annexing the Hawaiian Islands to the United States, which was signed into law by 
President McKinley on July 7, 1898 during the Spanish-American War (30 U.S. Stat. 750) as a war 
measure. Congressional laws have no extraterritorial effect and are confined to United States 
territory. 

 
The Hawaiian Kingdom came under military occupation on August 12, 1898 at the height of 

the Spanish-American War in order to reinforce and supply troops that have been occupying the 
Spanish colonies of Guam and the Philippines since May 1, 1898. Following the close of the Spanish-
American War by the Treaty of Paris signed December 10, 1898 (30 U.S. Stat. 1754), U.S. troops 
remained in the Hawaiian Islands and continued its occupation to date in violation of international 
law. 

 
U.S. War Department General Orders no. 101 (July 18, 1898) regulated U.S. troops when it 

began the occupation of the Hawaiian Islands on August 12, 1898. General Orders no. 101 
mandated the Commander of U.S. troops to administer the laws of the occupied territory, being 
the civil and penal laws of the Hawaiian Kingdom. Non-compliance with this order has continued 
since 12 August 1898. Administration of the laws of the occupied State was codified by Article 43, 
1899 Hague Convention, II (32 U.S. Stat. 1803), and then superseded by Article 43, 1907 Hague 
Convention, IV (36 U.S. Stat. 2227). On August 12, 1949, the United States signed and ratified the 
(IV) Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 
1949 (6 U.S.T. 3516, T.I.A.S No. 3365, 75 U.N.T.S. 287). 

 
In direct violation of the 1899 Hague Convention, II, President McKinley signed into United 

States law An Act To provide a government for the Territory of Hawai‘i on April 30, 1900 (31 U.S. 
Stat. 141); and on March 18, 1959, President Eisenhower signed into United States law An Act To 
provide for the admission of the State of Hawai‘i into the Union (73 U.S. Stat. 4) in direct violation 
of the 1907 Hague Convention, IV. These domestic laws have no extraterritorial effect and stand in 
direct violation of the 1907 Hague Convention, IV, the 1949 Geneva Convention Relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, IV, international humanitarian law, and customary 
international law—jus cogens. 

 
Being a self-declared entity, the State of Hawai‘i was never lawfully vested with the 

freehold in fee-simple to the ahupua‘a of Ka‘ohe, and therefore its so-called general lease no. 
S4191 to the University of Hawai‘i dated June 21, 1968 is null and void. Consequently, all 10 
subleases from the University of Hawai‘i that extend to December 31, 2033 are null and void as 
well, to wit: 

 
(1) National Aeronautics and Space Administration dated November 29, 1974; 
(2) Canada-France-Hawai‘i Telescope Corporation dated December 18, 1975; 
(3) Science Research Council dated January 21, 1976; 
(4) California Institute of Technology dated December 20, 1983; 
(5) Science and Engineering Research Council dated February 10, 1984; 
(6) California Institute of Technology dated December 30, 1985; 
(7) Associated Universities, Inc., dated September 28, 1990; 
(8) National Astronomical Observatory of Japan dated June 5, 1992; 
(9) National Science Foundation dated September 26, 1994; and 



(10) Smithsonian Institution dated September 28, 1995. 
 
Therefore, the University of Hawai‘i sublease (and any sublease) to TMT International 

Observatory, LLC, would also be considered null and void. 
 
The funders for the construction of the 30-meter telescope who are not the principal 

partners are accomplices to the principal partners’ destruction of an occupied State’s property in 
violation of International (Hague and Geneva Conventions referenced above). On April 6, 2015, 
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced the Canadian government’s intent to provide 
nearly $250 million dollars over the next decade to assist in the destruction. The Canadian 
government’s involvement would be a criminal act as defined under Article 6(3) of Canada’s Crimes 
Against Humanity and War Crimes Act (2000), which is similar to Switzerland’s legislation 
implementing the International Criminal Court 5 Rome Statute into the Swiss Criminal Code in 
2010. A Notice of a cease and desist to the Canadian Department of Justice, Crimes Against 
Humanity and War Crimes Section was previously provided in 2015. 

 
b. Legislation and Promulgation of Rules for Mauna Kea [Chapter 20-26 HAR] 

 
As more fully set forth hereinabove, failure to administer the civil and penal law of the 

Hawaiian Kingdom is a violation of the Hague (1899 and 1907) and (IV) Geneva (1949) Conventions. 
 
Under An Act To amend title 18, United States Code, to carry out the international obligations 

of the United States under the Geneva Conventions to provide criminal penalties for certain war 
crimes (Public Law 104-192, 104th Congress), members of the United States Armed Forces and United 
States nationals situated within the territory of the Hawaiian Kingdom are liable to be prosecuted for 
the commission of war crimes by the United States Pacific Command, being the occupant of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom. Pursuant Title 18, United States Code, §2441(c)(1), “the term ‘war crime’ means  
any conduct – (1) defined as a grave breach in any of the international conventions signed at Geneva 
12 August 1949 or any protocol to such convention to the United States is a party;” Article 147, Fourth 
Geneva Convention defines a grave breach, inter alia, as “willfully causing great suffering or serious 
injury to body or health, unlawful transfer or unlawful confinement of a protected person” and 
“willfully depriving a protected person of the rights of fair and regular trial.”  

 
As a side note: Title 18, United States Code, §2441 and the commission of war crimes would 

also apply to construction of the 30-meter telescope on Mauna Kea as grave breaches, under Article 
147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, includes extensive destruction and appropriation of property, 
which already has occurred or will occur with planned construction of said telescope.  

 
As more fully set forth hereinabove, legislation and intended promulgation of said proposed 

rules for Mauna Kea, by the State of Hawaii, through its political subdivisions, including the University 
of Hawaii, is extraterritorial  

 
Grave breaches to which the preceding Article [ Link ] relates shall be those involving any of the 

following acts, if committed against persons or property protected by the present Convention: willful killing, 
torture or inhuman treatment, including biological experiments, willfully causing great suffering or serious injury 
to body or health, unlawful deportation or transfer or unlawful confinement of a protected person, compelling a 
protected person to serve in the forces of a hostile Power, or willfully depriving a protected person of the rights 
of fair and regular trial prescribed in the present Convention, taking of hostages and extensive destruction and 
appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly. 

 



 
c. Opposition to Agenda Items No. III A and III B 

 
I strongly oppose the passage of Agenda Items III A and III B submitted in the Notice of Special 

Board of Regents Meeting, scheduled for Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 9:45 a.m. at the 
University of Hawai’i at Hilo, Performing Arts Center, 200 W. Kawili Street, Hilo, Hawai’i 96720-4091.  
Notice is hereby given that Agenda Items III A and III B is inconsistent with and amounts to non-
compliance and failure to administer laws of the occupied state (Hawaiian Kingdom law) in violation 
of International law as well as United States law and customary practice. 

 
Having provided the notice(s) hereinabove, I submit the following specific objections and 

oppositions:  
 
I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact 

the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility.  
 
1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit 

lands and implementing a vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply 
to the public, but not University or observatory personnel, or government entities. 

 
2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with 

a supporting budget. 
 
I oppose both items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian 

cultural practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area 
of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, 
and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their 
customs and traditions. 

 
The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique 

place that Mauna Kea is, the communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the 
University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We urge you to stop these rules from going into 
effect. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /s/ Dexter Ke’eaumoku Ka’iama 
 
      Dexter Ke’eaumoku Ka’iama  
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kauahone K?ne-Kalua <kauahone@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 4:33 AM
Reply-To: kauahone@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Kauahone

Sincerely,
Kauahone K?ne-Kalua
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November 4, 2019
UH 
Board of Regents
2444 Dole Street
Hon. HI  96822
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
 
Date:  Wednesday, November 6, 2019
Time:  9:45a.m.
Place:  University of Hawai’i at Hilo
           Performing Arts Center
           200 W. Kawili Street
           Hilo, Hawai’i 96720-4091

Aloha, 

I am a 17 year old and I live in Panaewa. I submit this letter to oppose Agenda item no.III.A
and Agenda item no.III.B. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit
lands and implementing a vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The
rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps
with a supporting budget.

Item no.III.A has a direct and negative impact on the honorable and peaceful stance people
have taken on Mauna Kea to halt construction of the TMT. This in all honestly looks like a
tactic to simply remove the kia’i from the Mauna Kea Access road and has no other purpose
than to do exactly that. 

Item no.III.B, the supposed “resolution”, resolves nothing. What it does is attempt to quiet the
will and spirit of the kia’i ‘aina, the protectors of the land, by offering them a new educational
center at Hale Pohaku. This assumption that providing a center for education at Hale
Pohaku, on the slope on Mauna Kea, will make up for the building of the TMT is an ignorant
one. It completely ignores the crystal clear vision of the kia’i ‘aina which is not to disturb and
desecrate the Mountain anymore. I oppose this twelve point resolution for a very simple
reason, it in no way resolves anything. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2444+Dole+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+W.+Kawili+Street+%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0Hilo,+Hawai%E2%80%99i+96720?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+W.+Kawili+Street+%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0Hilo,+Hawai%E2%80%99i+96720?entry=gmail&source=g
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In kapu aloha I share these honest thoughts and opinions with you, the University Board of
Regents, and to others who may read this. The love of our land and of all land on this earth
is what is most needed now. The source of our lives as humans come from this earth and will
return to this earth. This is our time to take action in protecting this planet from further
damage. It is our turn to heal our environment, and by doing so, we heal ourselves. 

With aloha that knows no boundaries,
Kekuhi Haililani Kanahele. 
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i
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To whom it may concern,

I received a PhD in the Department of Earth Sciences at the University of Hawaii at Manoa and I am a National Science
Foundation postdoctoral research fellow at the University of Hawaii at Hilo.  I am a product of the UH system, and I hope
to one day be a professor at UH. I am deeply committed to our students, faculty and staff, however the proposed
Management Rules are deeply unsettling and offensive. I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B,
which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s
responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Me ke aloha,
Dr. Haunani Hiilani Kane

Sincerely,
Haunani Kane
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kaiakahinalii Kaopua
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Aloha Kapono
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November  5,  2019  
  
Subject:  Testimony  of  J.  Kēhaulani  Kauanui,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  American  Studies  and  
Anthropology,  Wesleyan  University  to  the  University  of  Hawai‘i  Board  of  Regents  on  
Agenda  Item  III-‐‑A  and  III-‐‑B,  concerning  the  Final  Report  and  Dissolution  of  the  
Maunakea  Governance  Permitted  Interaction  Group;  and  Adoption  of  Chapter  20-‐‑26,  
Hawai‘i  Administrative  Rules,  entitled  “Public  and  Commercial  Activities  on  Mauna  
Kea  Lands.”  
  
  
To  the  University  of  Hawai‘i  Board  of  Regents:  
  
I  am  writing  to  you  regarding  your  vote  on  two  items  that  will  affect  the  future  of  
Mauna  Kea.  I  am  writing  to  register  my  opposition  to  agenda  item  no.  III.A  and  
agenda  item  no.  III.B:  
  

(1) Adopting  rules  that  restrict  access  and  use  of  Mauna  Kea  summit  lands  and  
implement  a  vague  permitting  system  for  the  access  that  it  does  allow.  The  
rules  apply  to  the  public,  but  not  University  or  observatory  personnel,  or  
government  entities;  and  

(2)   Passing  a  twelve-‐‑point  resolution  on  twelve  Mauna  Kea  management  steps  
with  a  supporting  budget.  

  
The  rules  restrict  access  and  use  of  Mauna  Kea  lands  for  everyone  except  the  
University,  the  observatories,  and  government  officials.  And  yet,  the  observatories  
and  the  University  are  primarily  responsible  for  littering  and  misuse  that  required  
rules  in  the  first  place.  Furthermore,  group  permitting  requiring  15  days  advance  
notice  and  other  documentation  would  effectively  prohibit  Kia‘i  (protectors)  from  
assembling  on  the  Mauna  to  prevent  construction  of  the  Thirty-‐‑Meter  Telescope.  The  
rules  would  ban  being  on  the  Mauna  at  night  without  a  special  permit,  which  would  
also  prove  as  an  obstruction  for  the  practice  of  traditional  celestial  observation  to  
continue.  
  

Center for the Americas 
255 High Street 
Middletown, CT 06459 
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As  KAHEA  (the  Hawaiian-‐‑Environmental  Alliance)  has  documented,  the  resolution  
repackages  old  promises  (e.g.  since  at  least  2000,  the  University  has  identified  five  
telescopes  for  decommissioning  “within  the  next  20  years”  and  the  renewed  promise  
in  2019  to  do  so  by  2033  does  not  account  for  this  past  broken  promise)  and  presents  
them  as  evidence  of  a  new  management  direction.    
  
KAHEA  has  documented  and  explained  that  re-‐‑promising  to  do  things  that  the  
University  already  said  it  was  likely  to  do  anyway  in  its  2000  “Master  Plan”  is  not  the  
main  problem.  Rather,  the  problem  is  that,  alongside  these  supposed  concessions  to  
good  management,  the  resolution  includes  two  new  actions:  relocation  of  the  Hōkū  
Keʻa  to  “already  developed  land”  by  Hale  Pōhaku  and  construction  of  a  new  
educational  center  at  Hale  Pōhaku.  The  University’s  proposal  for  more  urban  sprawl  
across  the  wao  akua  is  contrary  to  what  the  Kia‘i  have  been  protecting.    Mauna  Kea  is  
supposed  to  be  a  conservation  district  and  nowhere  there  should  be  considered  
“already  developed  land.”  Lands  by  Hale  Pōhaku  are  not  in  what  the  University  
called  the  “astronomy  precinct”  or  the  “telescope  siting  areas”  identified  in  its  
management  plans.  The  community  should  be  involved  in  a  re-‐‑siting  process  for  
Hōkū  Keʻa,  if  re-‐‑siting  is  necessary  at  all.  Continually  expanding  “visitor  activities”  at  
Hale  Pōhaku  by  building  a  new  educational  center  steps  in  the  wrong  direction.  The  
University  cleared  māmane  to  expand  Hale  Pōhaku  parking  lots  under  a  promise  to  
plant  130  māmane  seedlings.    Māmane  are  long-‐‑lived  trees  and  critical  habitat  for  the  
endangered  palila.  
  
I  have  been  following  the  management  rulemaking  process  for  over  a  year  now.  While  
some  of  the  specific  details  have  changed  between  drafts,  the  main  concerns  of  the  
Kia’i  have  not  been  addressed;  they  still  overregulate  Hawaiian  practices  and  do  
nothing  to  limit  the  impact  of  the  observatories  (which  are  the  real  threat)  on  the  
Mauna.    The  rules  are  inappropriate  to  the  unique  place  that  Mauna  Kea  is,  the  
communities  that  it  has  assembled,  and  the  histories  that  led  to  the  University’s  
rulemaking  authority  in  the  first  place.  
  
Back  in  February  19,  2009,  I  penned  the  statement  on  Mauna  Kea  issued  by  Kãnaka  
Maoli  Scholars  Against  Desecration.1  Signed  by  numerous  Kānaka  Maoli  Scholars  –  
including:  J.  Leilani  Basham,  Ph.D.,  Kamanamaikalani  Beamer,  Ph.D.,  Maenette  KP.  
Ah  Nee-‐‑Benham,  Ed.D.,  Maenette  KP.  Ah  Nee-‐‑Benham,  Ed.D.,  Kealani  Robinson  
Cook,  (now  Ph.D.),  J.  Noelani  Goodyear-‐‑Ka‘opua,  Ph.D.,  Lisa  Kahaleole  Hall,  Ph.D.,  
Sydney  Lehua  Iaukea,  Ph.D.,  Kū  Kahakalau,  Ph.D.,  Lilikalā  Kame‘eleihiwa,  Ph.D.,  Val  
Kalei  Kanuha,  Ph.D.,  Brandy  Nalani  McDougall,  Ph.D.,  Noenoe  K  Silva,  Ph.D.,  Ty  
Kawika  Tengan,  Ph.D.,  Lani  Teves,  (now  Ph.D.),  Haunani-‐‑Kay  Trask,  Ph.D.,  and  Liza  
Keanuenueokalani  Williams,  (now  Ph.D.).  -‐‑  together  we  declared  our  opposition  to  
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SB  992/HB  1174  and  SB  502/HB  1370  and  any  other  legislation  bills  that  would  
transfer  Mauna  Kea  to  the  University  of  Hawai`i  (UH).  We  categorically  opposed  
giving  UH  complete  management  authority  over  Mauna  Kea;  we  knew  then  that  to  do  
so  would  allow  implementation  of  a  plan  that  has  no  limit  on  telescope  construction,  
would  close  public  access  to  the  summit,  and  exempt  UH  from  public  oversight  in  the  
name  of  development.  And  we  were  correct.  
  
Today,  I  urge  you  to  vote  against  adopting  rules  that  restrict  access  and  use  of  
Mauna  Kea  summit  lands  and  implement  a  vague  permitting  system  for  the  access  
that  it  does  allow,  and  to  vote  against  passing  a  twelve-‐‑point  resolution  on  twelve  
Mauna  Kea  management  steps  with  a  supporting  budget.  Both  of  these  proposals  
would  continue  an  entire  scheme  that  promotes  the  ongoing  violation  of  the  sacred  
summit  of  Mauna  Kea;  it  would  be  irresponsible  and  bad  public  policy,  as  well  as  a  
continued  abuse  of  state  power.  
  
Thank  you  in  advance  for  considering  my  testimony.    
  
  
  
  
  
Most  sincerely,    
  
J.  Kēhaulani  Kauanui,  Ph.D.  
Professor  of  American  Studies  and  Anthropology  
Wesleyan  University2  
Middletown,  CT  06459  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
                                                
1https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/testimony/HB1174_HD2_TESTIMONY_FIN_03-03-
09_1_LATE_.pdf 
2 Professional affiliation for identification purposes only; I do not represent the administration of Wesleyan 
University. 
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University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Roychelle Kaululaau
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kendall Blakely
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Genai Uʻilani Keliʻikuli
Associate Professor, Hawaiian Studies
Leeward Community College 

Sincerely,
Genai Keliikuli
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Briana Keo



11/5/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649391876799798561&simpl=msg-f%3A16493918767… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Gwen Kim <epunikim@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:37 AM
Reply-To: epunikim@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to adamantly oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of
Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules which sells out all we hold dear from going into effect.

Stand to protect the Mauna!

Sincerely, 
Gwen Kim 

Sincerely,
Gwen Kim
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null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kimo Naho’oikaika
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I am sending you my written testimony with regards to UH Board of Regents Resolution 19-03.

I am disgusted by the lack of action by the Government of Hawaii to clear the Mauna Kea Access Road of those illegally
blocking it. Because we are now in an era where the rule of law is suspended or absent, I'm not sure if you or anyone else
has authority to issue resolutions nor does anyone appear ready to defend legal resolutions once they're made.

Nevertheless, the Resolution fails to acknowledge the Institute for Astronomy’s and MKO’s substantial, positive impacts
on the University of Hawai‘i, the State, and broader national and international community. Nor does it re-assert TMTs
lawful right to build there and the assumption it will be built.  The Resolution also  fails to clarify that its proposed
decommissioning of five telescopes is contingent on construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope. As written, if TMT is not
built in Hawaii, it appears the University would still commit to decommissioning five telescopes, including three that are
highly productive.  This would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in astronomy, diminish the Institute
for Astronomy, result in job losses for the Big Island community, and result in longterm damage to all of humankind that
depend on the insights captured by the telescopes on Mauna Kea. Additionally, the MKOs have significant, substantive
input that should be considered and incorporated into the Resolution before the board adopts the resolution.

In a time when the State of Hawaii is failing to do the right thing as its legal obligations require, I sincerely hope you will
do the right thing with regards to this matter.

Michael J. Konowicz
Hawaii County Resident
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null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kristi Kubota
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Travis Lau
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Aloha Board of Regents, my name is Travis Kaleimamoʻokaʻala Kukahiko-Lau and I strongly oppose adopting rules that
restrict access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does not
allow. The rules apply to the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also passing a
twelve point resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically I oppose the
agenda item No. 3A and agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules restrict all
access except UH, Observatory personel, and government official. This violates my constitutional rights, under article 12
section 7, which provided Native Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day notice to permit
Mauna access , making it impossible for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. I feel that rule only serves the intrest of the
state in that they will inhibit kanaka soverign right to peacefully protect. These rules would require a special permit for
access to the mauna at nightelminating overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo or observe. These will also
violate article 12 section 7 of the constitution. Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state will be free to dictate its
agenda. The first offense could face a $400 fine and immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is ridiculous to penalize
kanaka against their excersing their native rights. These proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH President
enabling him to restrict access and rule on pleas against the fines. It is pono for kanaka to govern kanaka entities. With
regards to agenda item 111 B this resolution packages old promises, presenting them as evidence of a new management
direction. The resolution includes two new actions, one, relocation of the Hōkū Kea to “already developed lands” near
Hale Pōhaku. Two, construction of a new educational center at Hale Pōhaku. The expansion of Hale Poʻhaku and
increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate for a conservation district and wao akua. These rules are limiting customary
and traditional access to the Mauna while simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence. Since at least 2000 the
university has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next 20 years” and the renewed promise in 2019
to do so for 2033 does not account for this past broken promise. The university proved that its gross negligence knows no
ends. Enough words on paper, time for concrete action.

Sent from my iPhone



11/5/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649390964451120285&simpl=msg-f%3A16493909644… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Errol Lee <kiai.lee@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:23 AM
Reply-To: kiai.lee@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities. Such rules should be specific to commercial tourism companies using access to
Mauna Kea for profit and personal gain with no regard or regulation for the footprint and negative impacts they cause to
the fragile conservation environment. 

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Errol Lee
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selah levine <selahbit@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 6:16 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.
 
Sincerely,
Selah Levine
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1 message

keola limkin <keola_8@yahoo.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:36 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Dear University of Hawai'i Board of Regents.

My name is Keola Limkin and I am currently a graduate student candidate at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa's School
of Social Work. I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of
Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

Reflecting upon my past residence on Hawai'i Island, I now realize that I have been nourished with drink and food from
Hawai'i Island. Even though, some of my family members have betrayed me as a youth, I have found new meaning and
belongingness to Mauna Kea. 

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.
 
Best Regards,
Keola Limkin
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Support Mauna Kea
1 message

Tom Lisec <good.junkster@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 4:31 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Proposed addition:
To comply with common industry standards, please limit the duration of commercial tour activity permits to no longer than
2 years. 

Thank you,
T. 
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1 message

Michael Liu <mliu@ifa.hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:32 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Regents:
 
My name is Professor Michael Liu.  I have been a member of UH's Institute for Astronomy (IfA) for the past 19 years. I
came here upon finishing my PhD at UC Berkeley, drawn by the opportunity to join a world-class institute with world-class
telescope resources.  Over this time, I've advised dozens of graduate students, taught hundreds of undergraduates, and
helped to raise over $5 million dollars in federal funding for astronomy research.  While I was not born here, I've now lived
in Hawaii for longer than anywhere else in my life, gotten married here, and started a family here.  I'm proud to call UH IfA
my academic home, and Hawaii my home.  I'm also just one of over 700 scientists, engineers, technicians and other
employees who call Hawaiʻi home and are grateful for the opportunities Maunakea provides.

In response to the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (BOR) Resolution 19-03, and for the following reasons, I
respectfully request that the BOR defer its decision on Resolution 19-03.  In particular, I note that:

• The Mauna Kea Observatories (MKO) and IfA have substantive knowledgeable input that should be considered and
incorporated into the Resolution before the board adopts the resolution.

• The Resolution fails to acknowledge the IfA's and MKO’s strong positive impacts on the University of Hawai‘i, State, and
broader national and international community.

• As written, if TMT is not built in Hawaiʻi, it appears the University would still commit to decommissioning five telescopes,
including three that are highly productive.  This would be a major blow to Hawai‘i’s position as a global leader in
astronomy, diminish the Institute for Astronomy, and result in job losses for the Big Island community.

Many decades ago, visionary leaders of Hawai'i saw astronomy as a wonderful opportunity -- people like Mitsuo
Akiyama (Hawai'i Island Chamber of Commerce), Governor John Burns, Alika Herring (master optician & steel guitar
player), and John Jefferies (founder of the IfA).  Thanks to them, and many others, their vision has become a reality. 
Telescopes and astronomers in Hawai'i have played a starring role in advancing our understanding of the Universe and
our place in it: from the contents of our own solar system, to discovery of thousands of exoplanets around other stars
(some of which may be capable of supporting life), to the ultimate fate of the Universe.  UH has grown a world-class
astronomy research and teaching center.  And astronomy in Hawai'i has made a great contribution to the state, the
nation, and the world.

However, what takes decades to build does not take decades to tear down.   The current draft of the BOR resolution
will greatly impact the astronomy capabilities of Hawai'i (and the world), as well as the livelihoods of many on the Big
Island.  I favor appropriate decommissioning of some telescopes, but with the understanding that is a complex endeavour
and should not be done hastily without input from knowledgeable stakeholders at IfA and MKO.  I fear the current
resolution may be a response to the crisis of the last few months, rather than a visionary step forward to plan for the
decades ahead.

In the time to come, I hope you can work with the IfA and MKO to develop a vibrant future for astronomy on Maunakea
that benefits all of us: Hawaiʻi Island, the state, the nation, and humanity as a whole.  For now, please defer this
resolution.
 
Mahalo,

Michael Liu
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1 message

MeleLani Llanes <mllanes@capellauniversity.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 2:54 AM
Reply-To: mllanes@capellauniversity.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Most importantly, YOU HAVE NO RIGHT TO BE FABRICATING THESE RULES. This land does not belong to you, the
audacity that you think you can now create rules allowing your entities full access while restricting access to those that
the land really belongs to is insulting.

E kala mai, You cannot make rules for something you have no juristiction over.

I will pule for you to learn and understand what clearly you do not understand at this time. Live Kapu Aloha, Live Pono,
Live Aloha.

Mahalo for reading my testimony,

Sincerely,
MeleLani Llanes
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Marshall LO <MARSHALLLO8O888@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:22 AM
Reply-To: MARSHALLLO8O888@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Marshall LO
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bryce luning <bryceluning@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:39 AM
Reply-To: bryceluning@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
bryce luning
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Charlotte Lyman <Lehuacharlotte24@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:30 AM
Reply-To: Lehuacharlotte24@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Charlotte Lyman
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Katelyn Mahelona <Kmahelon@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:31 AM
Reply-To: Kmahelon@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Katelyn Mahelona
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1 message

Mailani Makainai <mailanimakainai@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:33 AM
Reply-To: mailanimakainai@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mailani Makainai



University of Hawai‘i 
Board of Regents 
 
Regarding: Special Board of Regents Meeting 
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 
Time: 9:45am 
Place: University of Hawai‘i at Hilo 
 
Aloha mai, 
 
My name is Mehana Maka‘ina‘i and I am submitting this written testimony in regards to the 
Board of Regents Special Meeting to be held on November 6, 2019 at the University of Hawai‘i 
at Hilo, Agenda items III.A and III.B.   
 
In regards to III.A, I oppose the approval of the University’s proposed rules relating to Mauna 
Kea management.  These rules restrict access and use of Mauna Kea lands for everyone except 
the University, the observatories and government officials.  For nearly 50 years, mismanagement 
of Mauna Kea lands and irreparable harm to the environment and natural resources has been 
conducted, approved and ignored by the University, the observatories and government officials.  
It is ridiculous, offensive and unproductive to restrict access to everyone except those who have 
been the actual culprits behind land abuse and the environmental degradation on the mauna.  
These rules therefore will be ineffective in promoting better stewardship of the mauna.  In fact, 
they most likely will make it easier for the University, observatories and government officials to 
conduct their activities with less scrutiny from the public which will likely result in the 
continuation of harm and damage towards Mauna Kea and all of Hawai‘i. 
 
I also oppose these rules because permitting requirements will among other things work to 
prevent peaceful demonstrations from occurring on the mauna as well as making it harder for 
traditional celestial observations to occur.  Penalties listed for violators of the rules are severe, 
including being expelled from the area immediately and facing a fine of $400.  Here again, these 
rules are working to punish those who seek to utilize the mauna in appropriate as well as 
traditional manners.  These rules are in no way working to best serve the community and to 
protect the mauna but instead are prioritizing and promoting Western science as well as private 
interest over all others. 
 
Finally, I oppose these rules because they give too much power to the UH President including 
approving or denying permit applications, closing or restricting access to UH managed areas, 
deciding the extent of commercial activities on the mauna and appointing or serving as a hearing 
officer in a contested case regarding citations received on the mauna.  No one person, especially 



the UH President, should have this type of power and decision making authority regarding 
Mauna Kea.   
 
In regards to III.B, I also oppose the University’s 12-point resolution.  As has been done in the 
past, promises are being made to decommission telescopes as new plans are being proposed for 
continued development.  According to this resolution, five telescopes will be decommissioned by 
2033.  While I support the decommissioning of telescopes, this proposal is nothing new, it’s 
merely unfinished business.  Since at least 2000, the University has pledged to remove five 
telescopes “within the next 20 years.”  Therefore, this new pledge pushes back the deadline by at 
least 13 years.  This is unacceptable.  Decommission is long overdue and should be the first 
priority and begin immediately.  In addition, the resolution states “the term “decommissioning” 
shall mean the complete removal of all man-made structures at each respective site bringing each 
site to as close as feasible to its natural state prior to construction.”  There is, however, no 
mention of where all of the waste will then go.  Decommissioning should not result in 
observatory waste filling landfills in Hawai‘i.  These materials should essentially return to where 
they came from in order to truly return the land to its natural state.  Our islands should not bear 
burden this waste any longer.   
 
As previously stated, I also oppose this resolution due to proposed developments including the 
relocation of the Hōkū Ke‘a and the construction of a new educational facility.  These proposals 
for expansion of construction show a complete disregard for the current movement, based on the 
historical movement to protect Mauna Kea, of stopping development on the mauna.  I am 
opposed to any further development because more than enough damage has been done and what 
is needed is less construction not more.  Those who wish to continue to build on Mauna Kea 
have already proven themselves incapable of properly managing the resources.   
 
In conclusion, I oppose both agenda items III.A and III.B.  They will not promote better 
stewardship of Mauna Kea.  Essentially, these rules reward and protect those who have 
mismanaged and abused Mauna Kea, while creating more restrictions and obstacles regarding 
access for those who wish to utilize Mauna Kea appropriately and to protect the critical 
environment.  Promises for decommissioning telescopes are outdated, action is what is required.  
Finally, no new developments should be proposed, approved or executed.  If these agenda items 
are approved, then the Board is committing to the continuation of this legacy of mismanagement 
as well as ignoring legitimate and documented community concerns.  I sincerely hope that the 
Board can change directions at this pivotal time and begin making better decisions based on 
actual community input for Mauna Kea and for all of Hawai‘i 
 
Sincerely, 
Mehana Maka‘ina‘i  
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Mauna Malihini <malihiniforthemauna@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:35 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
Cc: david@hawaii.edu

Aloha Board of Regents, President Lassner, and To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is being submitted by Malihini for the Mauna to voice our strong opposition to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
relating to the proposed UH Mauna Kea Management Rules. 

It is our belief that these rules will not only have the effect of negatively impacting the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural
practitioners, but that these proposed rules have been specifically designed to do so. This is not only an undermining of
UH's responsibility as a "Hawaiian place of learning" to allow for the continued practices of true Hawaiian culture and
learning, but also demonstrates an overstep in assumed authority by the University over these conservation lands which it
holds a temporary lease on.

We stand in firm opposition to Agenda Items IIIA and IIIB on the grounds that these proposals will undermine the rights of
Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and in addition limit the access of all but university and and observatory personnel
and government entities. 

The University of Hawai'i has shown a long track record of inadequate management of the incredibly special space that
they have been afforded the opportunity to make use of, as well as inappropriate response to and relationship with the
surrounding community - most especially Native Hawaiians who first called these islands home, regard this mountain to
be a most sacred of places, and who retain the ultimate rights of management and stewardship of the mountain and its
summit as beneficiaries to the Department of Hawaiian Homelands. 

We ask you to remember the temporary and conditional nature of the lease contract which the University of Hawai'i has
been granted and to act in accordance and respect for the unique lands that the University has been allowed use of, and
respect for the wishes of the people upon whom's land you are attempting to place these regulations. 

We stand in solidarity with Native Hawaiians and the Mauna Majority in urging you to stop these proposed rules from
going into effect.

Much Aloha,
Malihini for the Mauna
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Item No. 111 A and Item No. 111 B, BOR meeting Nov 6, 2019
1 message

Prana Mandoe <prana@hawaiiantel.net> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 6:46 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

November 5, 2019
UH Board of Regents
2444 Dole Street
Hon. HI  96822
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu.

Date:  Wednesday, November 6, 2019
Time:  9:45a.m.
Place:  University of Hawai’i at Hilo
            Performing Arts Center
            200 W. Kawili Street
            Hilo, Hawai’i 96720-4091

Subject: Item No. 111 A and Item No. 111 B

As an alumna of the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo, I OPPOSE both items for the following reasons.

Item No. 111 A
1)  Adopting rules that restrict access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access
that it does allow.  The rules apply to the public, but not the University or observatory personnel, or government entities.  (Agenda
item no. 111 A)

Agenda item No 3A
1)  The proposed rules restrict all access except UH, observatory, personnel and Gov. officials. This goes against Hawaii Revised
Statute (HRS) Article X11, Section 7, which allows kanaka to access the Mauna as a customary right. These are discriminatory rules. 

2)  Requiring 15 days to permit Mauna access, making it impossible for Kia’i to rally in opposition to wrongdoing. This rule only
serves the interest of the state in that they will inhibit kanaka sovereign right to peaceful protest. The constitutional right under the
First Amendment of the United States to gather and to petititon the government is squelched by this type of rule. 

3)  Being on Mauna at night require special permit, eliminating overnight Kia’i presence and limiting access to Kilo. Kilo, or
observation of the skies, is a kanaka science; it is illegal to limit this to one type or school of astronomers. This customary practice is
better suited to a conservation zone than the construction of telescopes and related buildings that block sightlines and damage the
environment. Access to the skies for native astronomy should not be contigent on university degrees or employment by selected
agencies. See HRS Article X11, Section 7.

4)  First offense could face a $400.00 fine and immediate expulsion from the Mauna.
     It’s ridiculous and illegal to penalize kanaka for execising their native rights. It is also misleading to promote a positive
relationship with kanaka in the mayor’s plan and other promotional documents, and then to write rules that criminalize kanaka for
exercising their rights. Please remember that not everyone has the money to pay such fines, and some people are likely to be
imprisoned based on your proposed rules. Is that promoting a positive relationship with the native community? No. 

5)  Proposed rules authorize the office of UH President, enabling him to restrict access and rule on pleas against the fines… As the
leaseholder with a history of mismanaging the mountain, the University should not be given power to punish the community for
accessing the mountain. Kanaka need to govern kanaka entities.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2444+Dole+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
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Item No.  111 B

The resolution repackages old proposals amd presents them as evidence of a new management direction.  The resolution includes two
new actions: 

1)  Relocation of the Hoku Kea to “already developed land” by Hale Pohaku and 2) Construction of a new educational center at Hale
Pohaku.

1)  The expansion of Hale Pohaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate for a conservation district and wao akua. The
proposed rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence.

2)  Since at least 2000, the university has identified five telescopes for decommissioning “within the next 20 year” and the renewed
promise in 2019 to do so by 2033 does not account for this past broken promise. UH should keep its own word by decommisioning
the telescopes. That would be first honest move toward creating a better relationship with the kanaka community. 

I remember attending a public forum on use of the mountain as an undergraduate at UH Hilo in the late 1990s. It is shameful to the
university that I should have to write this letter twenty years later scolding my alma mater for its unfaithfulness to its own word.
Board of Regents, please redeem our institution by listening to the kanaka maoli and acting in good faith. 

Do NOT approve the rules as proposed. 

Me ke aloha, 

Prana Mandoe 
667 Laukapu Street
Hilo, HI 96720

Mandoe HAR testimony.docx
485K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=149d04c7c3&view=att&th=16e3c75c8ffafa47&attid=0.1.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kalikoaloha Martin <ernesty@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:09 AM
Reply-To: ernesty@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kalikoaloha Martin



11/5/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649390614316964268&simpl=msg-f%3A16493906143… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Mieko Matsumoto <m.matsumoto13@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:17 AM
Reply-To: m.matsumoto13@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mieko Matsumoto
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Malia Mau <mmau690@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:19 AM
Reply-To: mmau690@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Malia Mau
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Sara McCarthy <saramc@berkeley.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:44 AM
Reply-To: saramc@berkeley.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Sara McCarthy
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Hokulani McKeague <hokulani337@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:19 AM
Reply-To: hokulani337@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Hokulani McKeague



 
To: Board of Regents 
From:  Robert McLaren and David Lonborg 
Re: Proposed University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents Resolution 19-03, To Act 

on Items Relating to Maunakea Management 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to offer testimony on agenda item III.A., the report 
and proposed resolutions of the Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction 
Group. We are, respectively, the Interim Director and Associate Director of the 
University of Hawai‘i Institute for Astronomy (IfA), testifying in our personal 
capacity. 
 
The IfA works closely with the Maunakea Observatories, the Office of Maunakea 
Management, Maunakea Management Board, Kahu Kū Mauna,  and community 
stakeholders on Hawai‘i Island, as well as the National Science Foundation, NASA,  
and other funding agencies. These partners have expressed deep concern about 
adoption of these resolutions without prior consultation to ensure that their 
interests are adequately considered. We respectfully ask the Board of Regents to 
heed the concerns our colleagues have expressed and defer action on this resolution 
until they have been appropriately consulted. We stand ready to support and 
participate in that process.  
 
We ordinarily would offer our input on prospective Board of Regents actions 
through administrative channels rather than directly to the Board, and will reserve 
substantive comments for those channels. In this situation, however, we feel that it 
is important to join with colleagues who are critical both to IfA and to the future of 
astronomy in Hawai‘i. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Erik Meade <em21@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:47 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

After Fifty Years of Mismanaging Mauna Kea ( https://vimeo.com/247038723 ) these are the opposite of the rules that
should be on the agenda.  The rules what should be passed to make progress would be those to make up for the ignoring
of the protectors concerns from the start.   Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University,
observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs
and traditions.  These rules will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and ultimately defeat the
purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  If passed surely these rules will be argued that they
go against the Hawai`i State Constitution - Article 12, Section 7 Traditional and Customary Rights.

Please, for the sake of the University, do what is right for the ʻĀina.

Sincerely,
Erik Meade

https://vimeo.com/247038723
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Leslie Medeiros <Deekmdrs@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:23 AM
Reply-To: Deekmdrs@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.
The UH is CANCELLING me and my mo'opuna present and future from access to continue to fulfill what was left to me by
my father. I would be required to get a permit 45 days in advance for an all nighter with the possibility of having the permit
withheld by the UH president and/or his Designees!  My rights under Art. XxIi sec 7 is being cancelled in the proposed
rules by the UH when it says following Subchapter 2; 29-26-21 Traditional and customary rights..subject to rights of native
Hawaiians to exercise our protected and traditional rights..then you write the word BUT. This document is a
CANCELLATION OF MY RIGHTS accordingto Article XXII sec7.
This document shows no resolution on how UH still manage Maunakea instead this a POLICE DOCUMENT against
those who exercise the right to use, learn and protevt the 'aina of Maunakea.
It does not speak of protection of the environment or the management process that UH BOR well bee implementing to
prevent their continued violations. It must be recognized that three only violator is UH and the affilite observatories.
Where in this

Sincerely, Denise Medeiros

Sincerely,
Leslie Medeiros
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Malia Heimuli <mlheimuli@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:29 AM
Reply-To: mlheimuli@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

Aloha mai kāua,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility to a Hawaiian place of learning, which has been stated
by many University affiliates for many years. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners.
Having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea not only should benefit the natural environment, which is the one
of the most important places in Hawaiʻi, but it should also benefit our Hawaiian cultural environment and how kanaka
interact with the spiritual environment on Mauna Kea. Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the
University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their
customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Me ka haʻahaʻa,

Malia Heimuli

Sincerely,
Malia Heimuli
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
Dilyuns Michael <Dilyuns.m@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:29 AM
Reply-To: Dilyuns.m@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Dilyuns Michael
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Nicole Mikes <Nicolemikes@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:58 AM
Reply-To: Nicolemikes@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Nicole Mikes
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Makamae Anahu Miller <puamakamae@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:41 AM
Reply-To: puamakamae@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Makamae Anahu Miller

Sincerely,
Makamae Anahu Miller
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LUCELA MINIHAN <lminihan@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:37 AM
Reply-To: lminihan@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
LUCELA MINIHAN
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Krystal Mokuahi
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Reply-To: kuulanim@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

As a Native Hawaiian practitioner who frequents the mauna to hold ceremony, I absolutely oppose these items as they
will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to
manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University,
observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs
and traditions. 

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kuulani Muise
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Reply-To: kealakeo@gmail.com
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. 

Sincerely,
Ke’ala Keo

Sincerely,
Nichole Keo
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Robert Nahooikaika <rnahooikaika@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:25 AM
Reply-To: rnahooikaika@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Robert K Naho'oikaika

Sincerely,
Robert Nahooikaika
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Alex Neis <Alexneis123@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:47 AM
Reply-To: Alexneis123@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Alex Neis
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Reply-To: kekainewman@hmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Kekai Newman

Sincerely,
Kekai Newman
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Reply-To: hybolics@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rule making authority in the first place. 
We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Amy Nishimura

Sincerely,
Amy Nishimura
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Na?e Kaiama <Naekaiama@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:31 AM
Reply-To: Naekaiama@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Na?e Kaiama
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Reply-To: poifect96717@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to STRONLY oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of
Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Shannon Oberle

Sincerely,
Shannon Oberle
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Nalu O'Connor <naluoconnor@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:21 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha Board of Regents, my name is Nalu O’Connor and I strongly oppose adopting rules that restrict access and use of
Mauna Kea summit lands and implement a vague permitting system for the access it does not allow. The rules apply to
the public but not the university or observatory personnel or government entities. Also passing a twelve point resolution
on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget. More specifically I oppose the agenda item No. 3A
and agenda item No. 111 B. With regards to agenda item No. 3A the proposed rules restrict all access except UH,
Observatory personel, and government official. This violates my constitutional rights, under article 12 section 7, which
provided Native Hawaiians with gathering rights. These rules would require a 15 day notice to permit Mauna access ,
making it impossible for kiaʻi to rally in oposition of the news. I feel that rule only serves the intrest of the state in that they
will inhibit kanaka soverign right to peacefully protect. These rules would require a special permit for access to the mauna
at nightelminating overnight kiaʻi presence and limiting access to kilo or observe. These will also violate article 12 section
7 of the constitution. Without overnight presence of kiaʻi the state will be free to dictate its agenda. The first offense could
face a $400 fine and immidiet expulsion from the mauna. It is ridiculous to penalize kanaka against their excersing their
native rights. These proposed rules haughtily authorizes the office of UH President enabling him to restrict access and
rule on pleas against the fines. It is pono for kanaka to govern kanaka entities. With regards to agenda item 111 B this
resolution packages old promises, presenting them as evidence of a new management direction. The resolution includes
two new actions, one, relocation of the Hōkū Kea to “already developed lands” near Hale Pōhaku. Two, construction of a
new educational center at Hale Pōhaku. The expansion of Hale Poʻhaku and increase in visitor numbers is inappropriate
for a conservation district and wao akua. These rules are limiting customary and traditional access to the Mauna while
simultaneously encouraging a large tourist presence. Since at least 2000 the university has identified five telescopes for
decommissioning “within the next 20 years” and the renewed promise in 2019 to do so for 2033 does not account for this
past broken promise. The university proved that its gross negligence knows no ends. Enough words on paper, time for
concrete action.

Mahalo,
Nalu O’Connor
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Reply-To: rghawaii@gmail.com
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Kimi Oda
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Sammie Ofoia <Sofoia@hawaii.edu> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 10:57 PM
Reply-To: Sofoia@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Sammie Ofoia
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Agenda Item III.A.

FINAL REPORT AND DISSOLUTION OF THE MAUNAKEA GOVERNANCE
PERMITTED INTERACTION GROUP AND APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION TO ACT ON

ITEMS RELATING TO MAUNAKEA MANAGEMENT

November 6, 2019 9:45 a.m. UH Hilo Performing Arts Center

The Administration of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) offers the following
comments on the Board of Regent’s Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction Group (MIG)
report and proposed Resolution 19-03 To Act on Items Relating to Maunakea Management
(Resolution).

As an initial matter, OHA reiterates that for nearly half a century, the state of Hawai’i and
the University of Hawai’i have failed their legal responsibility to properly manage Maunakea.
This mismanagement has continued despite constant calls for reform from the Native Hawaiian
community, Hawai’i County residents, the general public, and the state Auditor.

The state and UH have established a long pattern of issuing superficial public statements
premised on apologies and promises of doing better, that ultimately result in little material
improvement in the care of Maunakea. We fear that the MIG report and proposed resolution is
just a continuation of this pattern. To be clear, OHA appreciates that there is the “feeling
amongst some Regents that the Board needed to do more to evaluate on the University of
Hawai’i’s . . . governance and stewardship of Maunakea by establishing the [MIGI”1. In
particular, OHA appreciates that the MIG report recognizes UH’s “past and present
mismanagement” and commits UH to fulfilling its duty to properly steward Maunakea and to
ensure that industrial-scale development on the mauna’s summit does not further injure natural
and cultural resources on these culturally sacred and long neglected lands.

However, we must point out the similarity of these current pronouncements to what state
and UH officials said just four years ago. For example, we note that UH’s recognition today that
it has “unmet responsibilities and ongoing compliance issues that have delayed completion of
certain recommendations and requirements under the Management Plans,” and “desires to
remove any delays in compliance and to complete ongoing responsibilities in an accelerated and
expeditious manner,” nearly mimics UH President David Lassner’s admission on June 1, 2015,
that “UH has not yet met all of [its] obligations to the mountain,” and Governor Ige’s May 26,
2015, proclamation that the state has “in many ways failed the mountain [...] and we must act
immediately to change that.” Today’s reiteration of what was said four years ago is evidence that
(1) no management reforms by the state and UH have been made in the intervening years as

MIG Report. at 1.

1



promised; and (2) regardless of what they say, the state and UH have not shown they are
committed to or interested in fulfilling their legal and moral obligations to manage the mauna.

While the MIG report and proposed resolution include some indications of willingness to
take some steps in the right direction, these proposed actions are woefully late, continue to leave
substantial gaps in existing management tools, and exacerbate existing confusion and
mismanagement concerns. Problematic aspects arise in at least four areas:

1. Foremost, the report and proposed resolution push short-term management solutions that
may conflict with more fundamental efforts to reorganize and restructure Maunakea
management. This potential mismatch risks causing substantial confusion about the
stewardship of Maunakea going forward.

2. Shockingly, the proposed resolution seeks to fast-track the development of a telescope
facility at Hale Pohaku “or elsewhere.” While a teaching telescope may have merit under
appropriate conditions and at an appropriate site, it is wholly inappropriate to disregard
past promises to limit telescope facilities development, and instead propose a new
development without a much deeper evaluation of its consistency with UH’s stewardship
obligations. Once again, the fast-track approach is particularly problematic in light of the
MIG’s recommendations regarding reorganizing and restructuring management of
Maunakea.

3. With respect to its contemplated decommissioning of existing facilities, the proposed
resolution is also problematic. It adds little or nothing to UH’s existing decommissioning
obligations, while presupposing that many existing facilities will continue to operate
beyond the 2033 term of UH’s Maunakea Science Reserve Master Lease (Master Lease).
The resolution also proposes potentially conflicting timelines and fails to acknowledge
UH’s obligation to ensure complete site restoration upon decommissioning. Again, these
missteps threaten to sow confusion about stewardship going forward.

4. Finally, the resolution and report fail to address UH’s continued use of the Mauna Kea
Access Road (MKAR), located almost entirely on Hawaiian Home Lands Trust lands,
which it built without the permission of the Hawaiian Homes Commission. OHA
implores UH to determine how it intends to redress this ongoing harm.

OHA’s concerns in these areas are described in more detail below.

1. Potentially Conflicting Short-Term and Long-Term Management Actions

What the UH Board of Regents is doing today is the exact opposite of the sort of
comprehensive and cohesive management that Maunakea deserves, and what the State Auditor
has demanded. Instead, UH is concunently pushing short-term and long-term actions that may
conflict with each other, while also raising uncertainty about the future stewardship of
Maunakea.

The MIG report attempts to push short-term management solutions, including requesting
additional taxpayer funds and establishing expediated timelines that may not make sense, to
implement long delinquent management actions. While in some ways this represents a long
overdue step in the right direction, the MIG’s proposed short-term actions to address
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longstanding concerns may ultimately conflict with the resolution’s call for a plan to reorganize
and restructure “all advisory, operating and funding bodies involved in the management of
Maunakea.” For example, the MIG recognizes that its reorganization and restructuring plan
requires an analysis of whether the management of Maunakea should be transferred to a separate
governmental entity or third party, with plans and analyses to be completed by April 2020. The
result of this plan and analysis could be that these short-term actions look differently and that the
responsibility for implementing these short-term actions may ultimately be transferred to an
entity other than UH, even though the UH administration is being tasked with requesting the
General Funds.

Further, adopting the proposed administrative rules today and requesting additional
taxpayer funds to pay for tardy management actions would at best create confusion as to the
sincerity of UH’s desire to objectively explore the transfer of management responsibilities, and at
worst institutionalize management practices that neglect Native Hawaiian and other concerns
underlying the call for reorganization and restructuring.

Additionally, the MIG report and proposed resolution suggests that an update to the
Maunakea Master Plan may be forthcoming in the near future, without providing any deadlines
or scope. Without such deadlines or details, it is difficult to ascertain whether and how an update
to the Maunakea Master Plan—a long term action—will be consistent with a concurrent
reorganization and restructuring plan that may remove UH from its management authorities
entirely. Moreover, we note that UH’s 2000 Maunakea Science Reserve Master Plan (2000
Master Plan) will expire in two months and the 2009 Comprehensive Management Plan’s five-
year update has never started. With such long and ongoing delays in the scheduled updates to
these critical planning documents, a vague indication that the Master Plan will be updated at
some unspecified point in time — and with no request for a budget to fund either plan update —

only leads to confusion regarding UH’s long-term commitment to follow through on any of its
promises to comprehensively and adaptively plan for and manage its Maunakea lands.

2. Inappropriate Proposal to Fast-Track Development of a Telescope Facility

Item 3 of the resolution proposes to develop a telescope facility at Hale POhaku “or
elsewhere.” While an educational telescope may have merit under appropriate conditions and in
an appropriate location, this proposal throws 20 years of astronomy planning out the window,
while thumbing its nose at the many in the community who for decades have demanded greater
controls over telescope development.

In response to calls to establish a carrying capacity of development on the mountain, the
2000 Master Plan designated 95 percent of the Maunakea Science Reserve (10,760 acres) as a
Natural/Cultural Preservation Area, “with no development activity.” The plan then designated
the remaining 525 acres (5 percent) as an Astronomy Precinct, “thereby greatly reducing the area
previously available for astronomy development.” The plan envisioned “the area outside the
Astronomy Precinct [as] a ‘no build’ area,” to prevent the construction of telescopes “anywhere”
in the Science Reserve. The plan cited the Very Long Baseline Array, which is the only
telescope on Maunakea not located at the summit, as a specific example of what the new
Astronomy Precinct sought to avoid.
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The MIG’s proposal reverses course on that prior planning. This U-turn is emblematic of
the broken promises that have eroded the community’s trust in UH’s commitment to
stewardship. Moreover, the proposal comes with a fast-track target date of April 2021. This
indicates that UH may be unwilling to take the time for thorough community consultation that
must be undertaken before even suggesting a location for new development.

Adding insult to injury, this proposal also appears to have contributed to the years-long
delay in the decommissioning of the existing HOkü Ke’a facility, in contravention of a UH
commitment. The special conditions identified in the Thirty-Meter Telescope Conservation
District Use Permit (CDUP) require that UH “will decommission three telescopes permanently,
as soon as reasonably possible, and no new observatories will be constructed on those sites.
This commitment will be legally binding on the University. .“ The CDUP identified HOkU
Ke’a and two others as the three telescopes to be decommissioned.3 UH Hilo had submitted a
Notice of Intent to Decommission HOkU Ke’a (NOl) to the Maunakea Management Board
(MKMB) on September 16, 2015. For years, the MKMB postponed the NOl hearing, only to
finally reject it on September 27, 2019—in a process apparently related to this idea of re-locating
the facility.5

While the resolution’s proposed April 2021 Hoka Ke’a decommissioning deadline
appears to provide a glimmer of hope that decommissioning will finally make some progress, the
history of past delay, and apparent disregard for the CDUP special condition—which required
permanent decommissioning as soon as possible—illustrate why OHA is concerned about the
MIG’s proposal to fast-track development of another facility at Hale Pöhaku “or elsewhere.”

3. Decommissioning

In addition to OHA’s concern about delays in deconimissioning HOkü Ke’a, at least three
additional decommissioning-related aspects of the proposed resolution are troubling.

first, the proposed resolution appears to retreat from prior decommissioning
commitments. The proposed resolution calls for decommissioning two facilities by 2021, a third
by 2024, and two others by 2033. The commitments described in the CDUP called for
decommissioning three telescopes “as soon as reasonably possible,” and two others by 2033.6

2 In [he Matter ot Contested Case Hearing Re Conservation District Use Application (CDUA) HA-3568, Findings
of fact, Conclusions of Law and Decision and Order, 267 [hereinafter TMTCDUPI (Special Condition 10)
(emphasis added). By citing UH’s commitments in relation to the CDUP, OHA does not intend to convey that it
concedes to, or agrees with, any assertion that the CDUP was properly granted. Rather, this reference to the CDUP
special conditions is intended to illustrate a disconcerting failure by UR to abide by its earlier commitments.

Id.
‘ See, e.g., VIDEO. tliauna Kea Board FaiLs To Advance Hc5kü Ke a Telescope Decommissioning.

https://www.bigislandvideonews.comJ2O I 9/09/27/video-mauna-kea-board-fails-to-advance-hoku-kea-
decommissioning.

See, e.g., Hawai’i Public Radio, Decommissioning Matma Kea Telescopes NotAs EasvAs Switching Off The Lights,
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/posUdecommissioning-mauna-kea-telescopes-not-easy-switching
lights#streamlo (quoting MKMB Director Nagata: ‘“There was quite a lot of public comments...about not
decommissioning this educational telescope and so the University of Hawaii at Rib was asked to go out to the
community and consult on this,’ Nagata said.”).
6 TMT CD UP (Special Condition 11) (“at least two additional facilities will be permanently decommissioned by
December 31, 2033, including the Very Long Baseline Array antenna and at least one additional observatory.”).
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OHA questions why the MIG concluded that two facilities can be reasonably decommissioned
by 2021, but the third will not be decommissioned until 2024. This additional three-year delay
may be contrary to the “as soon as reasonably possible” commitment prescribed in the CDUP.7

Second, and more globally, the Master Lease also prescribes decommissioning
obligations.8 The Master Lease requires all improvements on the Maunakea Science Reserve to
be “removed or disposed of by the Lessee at the expiration or sooner termination of this lease.”9
The Master Lease expires in 2033. The terms of the Master Lease are also tied into the subleases
with all entities that own or operate existing telescopes.’° In general, by the expiration of a
sublease the sublessees are required to “remove the facilities and restore the property at the
expenses of the sublessee,” unless the facility is sold or surrendered to UH.”

In contemplation of these binding lease terms, the Resolution appears to presuppose that
most of the existing facilities will not be decommissioned by 2033, and thus presupposes that the
Master Lease and subleases will be renewed or extended. This presupposition is inappropriate,
particularly in light of the MIG’s call for restructuring, reorganizing, and/or transferring
management to another entity.

Third, the proposed resolution continues a disappointing practice of describing
decommissioning in uncertain and unambiguous terms. The Maunakea Comprehensive
Management Plan describes decommissioning as action by a “lessee to remove the facilities and
restore the site.”12 The Decommissioning Plan expands on this, describing decommissioning as
the “partial or total removal of all structures associated with the observatory facility and the
restoration of the site to the greatest extent possible, to pre-construction conditions.”3
However, the plan ultimately defers to UH, the Department of Land and Natural Resources, and
the sublessee to negotiate the extent of restoration.14 Now, the proposed resolution describes
decommissioning as “the complete removal of all man-made structures at each respective site
bringing each site to as close as feasible to its natural state prior to construction.” While these
standards are perhaps intended to be very similar—or perhaps even to convey that the MIG
recommends foreclosing the option of partial removal—the specific scope of this commitment
remains unclear, and it has been recommended “[f]or the purposes of this resolution” (i.e. only
for the five telescopes described in the proposed resolution). Together with the history of
industrial development and disregard for Maunakea, this underscores why OHA and others
remain concerned about whether decommissioning will be consistent with UH’s obligations as a
steward. Progress on this issue calls for a harmonized and unambiguous commitment to take all
practicable steps to completely remove all non-natural structures, above- and below-grade, and to

In addition, the proposed resolution is unclear about what decommissioning timeline information will be shared
with the public. Item 2 calls for a visual schedule for key decommissioning steps for two of the sites. While such
transparency is helpful and appreciated, it should be required for all facilities.
$ Office of Maunakea Management, Mauna Kea Comprehensive Management Plan: Decommissioning Plan for
Mauna Kea Observatories, 5-6 [hereinafter Decommissioning Plan].

General Lease No. S-4191, 4 (Maunakea Master Lease).
to Decommissioning Plan at 6 (Section 2.2 Sublease Terms).

Id.
12 Office of Maunakea Management, Mauna Kea Comprehensive Management Plan, 7-53.
13 Decommissioning Plan at 23.
14 Decommissioning Plan at 26.
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restore each site to the condition necessary to uphold the natural and cultural integrity of this
singularly sacred and unique site.

4. Mauna Kea Access Road

While the Board of Regents may express a commitment to cooperating with the
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) to resolve any outstanding issues relating to the
roadway infrastructure on Maunakea, OHA notes that there are specific historical and ongoing
issues, illustrated most saliently by the MKAR, that counsel a much more detailed and concrete
response than that provided for in the MIG report and proposed resolution. The known history
of the State and UH’s past and ongoing failures to address improper and uncompensated use of
Hawaiian Home Lands Trust lands not only counsel UH’s cooperation but begs the questions of
whether UH is fulfilling its independent responsibilities to native Hawaiians and whether UH
should be compensating the Hawaiian Homes Land Trust. Not surprisingly, the MKAR. which
is located almost entirely on Trust lands and was constructed between the 1960s-1970s, has
recently fallen under renewed scrutiny as part of an apparent pattern of disregard for native
Hawaiian and Hawaiian interests and concerns regarding Maunakea. DHHL land management
staff have confirmed that the Hawaiian Homes Commission did not consent before UH
commenced construction of the MKAR, which has been used continuously and without
compensation to the Trust. Legal jurisdictional uncertainties notwithstanding, the State has
recently gone so far as to arrest Hawaiian Home Lands beneficiaries who are peacefully
occupying the MKAR in protest of UH’s gross mismanagement of Maunakea. The State has
also closed the MKAR to Hawaiian Home Lands Trust beneficiaries and the general public,
while allowing UH employees, and contractors generally unrestrained use of the road.
Accordingly, OHA implores the Board of Regents to do more than cooperate with DHFIL, but
rather take initiative to specifically identify how UH will assist in redressing UH’s long and
continued use of Trust lands without permission or compensation.

Continued Mismanagement

UH’s actions today reinforce its well-documented legacy of failing Maunakea. The MIG
report and proposed resolution concede that UH is failing to adequately and timely implement
critical actions of the 2009 CMP. This specific management failure — delayed and weak
implementation of management plan actions — stretches back decades and was explicitly called
out by the State Auditor in 1998. In 1998, the State Auditor found:

The university developed plans that outlined protection controls designed to limit
access; provide for public safety; and protect the cultural, historic, and natural
resources. However, many of these plans were submitted late and were weakly
implemented. In addition, the universitys lack of commitment and the
Department of Land and Natural Resources’ failure to enforce the plans
compounded the problem of inadequate environmental protection.

The Department of Land and Natural Resources identiCied the need for a
comprehensive management plan in the mid-l970s. However. plans that
subsequently developed were poorly implemented.
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Moreover, the MIG report and proposed resolution recommend actions that directly
conflict with existing management plans (e.g. proposing a telescope at a location that the 2000
Master Plan identified as a “no build” area and introducing decommissioning terminology
inconsistent with language from other management plans) reaffirms another hallmark of UH’s
legacy of mismanagement. In 2005, the State Auditor criticized UH for maintaining numerous
and inconsistent management plans when it found:

In its 2000 master plan, the university acknowledged that changes in plans over
the years have resulted in a complex web of responsibility. The university has
added to this web by tolerating different management documents without
resolving inconsistencies between them or consolidating them into one
comprehensive management plan.

Without irony, the MIG’s proposed resolution lists six documents that — most likely for
the sake of clarity because there are so many — it collectively refers to as “Management Plans.”
Should the UH Board of Regents approve the MIG resolution, UR would then officially have
seven management documents for Maunakea, and begin developing a new reorganization and
restructuring plan and updating its 2000 Master Plan. All of this will continue the complex and
confusing management “web” called out by the auditor nearly 15 years ago.

Mahalo for the opportunity to comment on this matter.
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Hawai‛inuiākea School of Hawaiian Knowledge
Office of the Dean 

To the University of Hawaiʻi Board of Regents

Aloha mai Kākou 

I am Jonathan K. Osorio, dean of the Hawaiʻinuiākea School of Hawaiian Knowledge and I am 
writing to ask that the Board refrain from adopting Chapter 20-26, Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules 
providing regulations and procedures for the management of the summit of Mauna a Wākea. I cannot 
claim to represent the entire school. Based however on the numbers of our faculty and students who 
have signed petitions asking the University to forsake its resolution to construct a thirty meter 
telescope near the summit of this sacred mountain, a very large majority of our school does not 
believe that the University of Hawaiʻi should be managing this ʻāina.

The problem is not only in the substance of the rules themselves, although specific provisions clearly 
indicate that the University seeks to protect the astronomy facilities and the scientific work that it 
does from interference by those who oppose the presence of large telescopes at the summit.  What is 
also clear is that while the purpose of the rules ostensibly is to protect the natural and cultural 
resources of the UH management area, the telescopes and the operation of those telescopes have had 
a much greater impact on the those natural and cultural resources than the cultural activities that 
these rules seek to regulate. Strangest of all, there is almost no reference to the astronomy facilities or 
personnel in this chapter.

But in some ways the substance of these rules are irrelevent. Speaking as a Kānaka Maoli, I simply 
cannot recognize the University’s authority over this ʻāina for the following reasons: the summit of 
Mauna a Wākea is Ceded Land; the summit of Mauna a Wākea is conservation land; and the 
University’s previous administration of Mauna a Wākea since securing the Master Lease has given 
Kanaka Maoli who regard the mountain as sacred no reason for confidence in UH’s leadership.

As conservation lands, there is a public expectation that development, when allowed at all, is 
minimal, that it serves an important public function, and that any adverse effects, especially 
substantial adverse effects would require mitigation and abatement before permission granting any 
new project be given. I may not be making a legal argument here but I doubt that anyone could 
challenge its logic. There are, in fact eight criteria that the permitted agency must meet before being 
given a conservation district use permit (CDUP), three of which stand out as being especially 
important:
(4) The proposed land use will not cause substantial adverse impact to existing natural resources within the surrounding 
area, community, or region;
(5) The proposed land use, including buildings, structures, and facilities, shall be compatible with the locality and 
surrounding areas, appropriate to the physical conditions and capabilities of the specific parcel or parcels;
(6) The existing physical and environmental aspects of the land, such as natural beauty and open space characteristics, 
will be preserved or improved upon, whichever is applicable;

The BLNR granted the permit, in the face of admitted prior substantial adverse impacts on the 
mountain surrendering, I contend, its trust responsibilities. But I believe that the University should 
end its support for the TMT project because it has not really addressed the substantial and adverse 
impacts caused by previous construction. So long as the University persists in pursuing the TMT, we 
have no confidence that our concerns for the mountain and its healing can be realized.
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As Ceded Land, Mauna a Wākea is a vestige of lands belonging to Kānaka Maoli. Government land 
is Hawaiʻi Kingdom government property and the only people who have an actual right to these 
lands are the descendents of Hawaiian Kingdom subjects. It is a historical fact that the Crown and 
Government lands were seized by a so called provisional government in January 1893 and that 
control of the land was transferred to the United States when Hawaiʻi was territorialized under the 
Newlands Resolution in 1898. The Newlands Resolution in fact treated the Ceded Lands as a trust 
and amplified that notion of trust when it created the 5f Trust in the 1959 Organic Act that created 
the State of Hawaiʻi.

As trustees, the state may insist that it has authority to make decisions about Ceded Lands, but what 
of the actual owners? Under what law or laws was title over the Crown and Government lands 
actually extinguished? Even the Hawaiʻi State Supreme Court in 2009 (OHA v HCDCH) contended 
that Kānaka Maoli had a claim to Ceded Lands, overturning an earlier Circuit Court decision, and 
declared that sales and exchanges should not proceed until those claims could be settled. While it is 
true that the University is only leasing the summit of Mauna Kea, I would urge the Board to consider 
this: Kānaka Maoli opinion and preferences should have greater weight than any other “stakeholder” 
as we are both the aboriginal land owner and, until proven otherwise, the legal owners of the Ceded 
Lands.

The opposite, however, has been true. The proponents for more and ever larger telescopes on the 
mountain have flourished even in the face of mounting opposition by Kānaka Maoli. Worse, we have 
been portrayed at this very university as ignorant, superstitious, and foolish for our opposition and 
that has caused many of our students to be anxious and fearful, even to the point of wondering if they 
belong here. This is the reason why, as dean of the largest indigenous college in the United States, I 
feel that this Board of Regents must acknowledge that it has failed the Kānaka Maoli and that 
pursuing the construction of the TMT will do serious harm to the advent of this university as a 
Hawaiian Place of Learning. 

I do not think that the University can serve both the TMT and its desire to bring more of our people 
and more of our knowledge, talents and skills into the University of Hawaiʻi. I can only hope that 
you will see that rather than making rules for the management of the summit of Mauna a Wākea, the 
university must first decide whether it wishes to manage a relationship of aloha with Kānaka Maoli. 
Aloha, meaning the granting of dignity and respect to each other, has been one of the most obvious 
casualties of the University’s pursuit of larger telescopes on Mauna a Wākea. Perhaps the erosion of 
aloha has worked both ways, but that only makes the timing and the gravity of your decision more 
compelling. 

The Board of Regentʻs support of the Thirty Meter Telescope makes its claim to manage the 
Mountain unconvincing and insincere from where our people stand. Please, stop the pursuit of the 
management rules, reconsider the Board’s position on the TMT, and take the time to assess the future 
of Hawaiians at the University of Hawaiʻi.

Respectfully

Jonathan K Osorio, PhD
Professor of Hawaiian Studies and Dean
Hawaiʻinuiākiea School of Hawaiian Knowledge.
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mikah Pacleb
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Aloha

My name is Noelani Paresa. I am great granddaughter of Rebecca Ahu Pomaika'i Paresa of Waihe'e Maui and direct
descendant of Kamehameha. My OHANA and I are writing to defend our kanaka rights of access which is codified HRS
as well as in your Hawaii state constitution. The upcoming Agenda slated for tomorrow has items of racial bias. Our
OHANA stands righteous in our kuleana to our sacred Mauna as was written as well as orally recorded in the early chants
as was by Mary Kawena Pukui, Nupepa Kuokoa 1877 and our own Mo'okuauhau which is dated to the beginning of our
recorded history as kanaka maoli. We do oppose and reject items 3a and 3b in tomorrow's agenda and we hope you can
also stand in righteousness and learn to protect our Wahi pana.

Mahalo, 
Noelani Paresa 
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Frank Park
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Pulelehua Pascual
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To whom it may concern,
 
 I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact
the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s
responsibility. 1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna
Kea summit lands and implementing a vague permitting system for the access that it does allow.
The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory personnel, or government
entities. 2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management
steps with a supporting budget.
 
 I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native
Hawaiian cultural practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the
summit area of Mauna Kea. Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the
Universityobservatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian
practitioners from their customs and traditions. The University has presented us with proposed
rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the communities that it has
assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.
We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Caitlin Poe
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Kahakuhailoa Poepoe <kahaku.molokai@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 6:22 AM
Reply-To: kahaku.molokai@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

The desecration of the Native Hawaiian people and the culture has been going on for centuries. Many natives see this as
our final stop. These rules and the whole TMT is hurting the people of Hawai’i and all of the rich ancient culture and
history.

Sincerely, Kahakuhailoa Poepoe

Sincerely,
Kahakuhailoa Poepoe
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Carolyn Pole <Carolynpole@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:40 AM
Reply-To: Carolynpole@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

Please have respect and listen to the Hawaiian people and the people of the world who also love the land and support
their rights!

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Pole
337 S Kalmia St
Escondido,CA 92025

Sincerely,
Carolyn Pole
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Teresa Purugganan <Teresa.purugganan@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:53 AM
Reply-To: Teresa.purugganan@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Teresa Mupas Purugganan

Sincerely,
Teresa Purugganan
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Kaina Quenga <Naoiwinyc@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 6:03 AM
Reply-To: Naoiwinyc@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Mahalo,

Sincerely,
Kaina Quenga
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
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Carolina Quiroa <carolina.quiroa@my.wheaton.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:27 AM
Reply-To: carolina.quiroa@my.wheaton.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Carolina Quiroa
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>
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John Ragan <Johnleslie001@msn.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:19 AM
Reply-To: Johnleslie001@msn.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
John Ragan
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
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Johnna Rapozo <johnnar55@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:26 AM
Reply-To: johnnar55@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Johnna Ann Rapozo 

Sincerely,
Johnna Rapozo
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Naomi Reagan <naomimr@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:29 AM
Reply-To: naomimr@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter as a student at UH Mānoa to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact
the rights and well-being of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and, in doing so, will create devastating impact for the entire Native Hawaiian community. These proposed agenda items
will also work counter to the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea
are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent
Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.  Therefore, the consideration of - much less the passing
of - such resolutions does not adhere to the University's proposed mission of "cultivating the potential within each
member of our community" nor does it fulfill its vision to be "a leading light of aloha ʻāina for Hawaiʻi and the world." "E
hoʻomālamalama i kō mālama." "Ka lamakū o ke aloha ʻāina." 

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.
There should instead be an effort to address the greater issues the community and your own students and faculty have
raised about how to limit the impact of observatories. We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect and, instead,
embrace the University's proposed mission and vision to "mālama our people, our places, and our ways of knowing in
order to sustain and transform our islands and the world." And to rise to the opportunity to actualize its vision to be a
"student-centered...community-serving university grounded in a Hawaiian place of learning that summons our rich
knowledge systems to help mālama Hawaiʻi and the world for future generations."
 
Sincerely,

Naomi M. Reagan

Sincerely,
Naomi Reagan



11/5/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - RE: Proposed Management Rules for Mauna Kea

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649384345110334523&simpl=msg-f%3A16493843451… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>
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1 message

Renee <reneeinhawaii@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 7:38 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha UH President David Lassner and Board of Regent members,
I stand in solidarity with the Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners. 
I stand in opposition to the latest proposed UH Management rules for Mauna Kea. 

Rules for managing Hawai‘i’s Mauna Kea, should be made by Kanaka Maoli/Native Hawaiian Cultural
practitioners, not the University Board of Regents and State of Hawai‘i officials.  

President Lassner and Board of Regents—Please focus on education and stop desecrating Hawai‘i’s most sacred ‘āina. 

Mahalo,
Renee Robinson
Kailua-Kona
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Marcus Rodrigues <maitairoa@hotmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 6:58 AM
Reply-To: maitairoa@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Marcus Rodrigues
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OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
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Erin Rutherford <Erinrutherford815@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:02 AM
Reply-To: Erinrutherford815@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from being implemented. 

I was not born in Hawaii nor am I of Hawaiian descent, but I have been a resident for 12 years in Hawaii. I am a social
worker and I see firsthand the effects of historical trauma and how it affects the daily lives of the people I serve. It is so
clear to me that the continual desecration of the Mauna has a direct link to the poor social determinants of health
outcomes for the people in hawaii. I am flabbergasted as to how you CANNOT see this and think that it is still beneficial
for the state to proceed with TMT construction. Shame on you for ruining the Mauna, for continuing to traumatize people,
and for showing that you clearly don’t care at all about any of the people this affects. For if you cared, I wouldn’t have to
be writing this. 

Erin Rutherford

Sincerely,
Erin Rutherford
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Billy Sanchez <billy.sanchez@maikaihomeanddesign.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:41 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha, 

I’d like to OPPOSE the following agenda for Mauna Kea:

1) Board of regents
2) Mauna Kea management 
3) UH President ruling

I’d like the lands to be put back with OHA to manage. 

-- 
Mahalo, 
Billy Sanchez
Maika'i Home and Design
(808) 368-8063
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1 message

Tian Sang <tsang8@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:52 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha kakou,
 
My name is Tian Sang—a graduate student in the department of Anthropology at UH Mānoa. Last week, I,
along with professors and other graduate students, visited Pu’uhuluhulu to observe and learn about the issues
important to kanaka graduate students and professors, our friends and colleagues. It is our collective
responsibility to keep the values we espouse of being a Hawaiian Place of Learning and the leading
indigenous-serving institution by going, sitting with, and being in relationship with the students and
professors trying to keep to such values in practice. In listening to stories, watching cultural practitioners
lead ceremony, and seeing kanaka students bloom in leadership, passion, articulation, and identity at Mauna
Kea, I am compelled to write on their behalf.
 
I submit this letter to oppose Agenda items III. A and III. B which will adversely impact the rights of Native
Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility.
 

1.)   (Agenda item no. III.  A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands
and implementing a vague permitting system for the access that it does not allow. The rules apply to
the public, but not University or observatory personnel, or government entities.
2.)   (Agenda item no. III. B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a
supporting budget.

 
I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural
practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.
Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours
and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.
 
The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna
Kea is, the communities that it has gathered together, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking
and authority in the first place. We urge you to stope these rules from going into effect.
 
Most sincerely,
Tian Sang
Tsang8@hawaii.edu
 

mailto:Tsang8@hawaii.edu
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1 message

Nalanipo Sawyer <nalanipo@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:22 AM
Reply-To: nalanipo@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.
 The fate of Mauna Kea will be defined by the University of Hawaii Mauna Kea Management Rules ,many State Of Hawaii
agencies,and the governor of Hawaii. Will this be another example of the means used to justify desecration of Mauna
Kea?Kahoolawe?History to teach students at University of Hawaii.
Sincerely,What a legacy for future generations!!!!!!

Sincerely,
Nalanipo Sawyer
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Iolani Schenklee <Lanischenk@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 4, 2019 at 11:17 PM
Reply-To: Lanischenk@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Iolani Schenklee
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Brandy-Ali Serikaku <Brandyalia@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:25 AM
Reply-To: Brandyalia@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Brandy-Ali Serikaku
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

UH Mauna Kea Mgmt Rules Opposition
1 message

Jenn Shaw <jennifer.kuuipo@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:49 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of 
Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and 
implementing a vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but 
not University or observatory personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting 
budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural 
practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  
Rules for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours 
and are not intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna 
Kea is, the communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking 
authority in the first place.  We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.
 
Sincerely,
Jennifer Shaw

Sent from my iPhone
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Makalena Shibata <Myshibat@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:17 AM
Reply-To: Myshibat@hawaii.edu
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

Aloha mai to whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter in order to oppose both Agenda items III.A and III.B.  I believe these items adversely impact the
rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners, therefore, this undermines the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on the 12 Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items because they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners and
ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University if Hawai’i’s proposed rules are inappropriate to the sacred place that Mauna Kea is, the communities that it
has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place. 

I respectfully urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,
Makalena Shibata

Sincerely,
Makalena Shibata



11/5/2019 University of Hawaii Mail - OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1649391721600600604&simpl=msg-f%3A16493917216… 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

SyRina Smith <syrinasmith@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:35 AM
Reply-To: syrinasmith@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
SyRina Smith
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Latai Soakai <Lataisoakai7@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:18 AM
Reply-To: Lataisoakai7@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Latai Soakai
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Krome Solis-Kalani <kromealea@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:30 AM
Reply-To: kromealea@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Krome Solis-Kalani
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony opposition to UH Nov. 2019 proposed Management rules on Mauna Kea
1 message

Mele Stokesberry <holamaui@earthlink.net> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:34 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha UH President David Lassner and Board of Regent members,

You may have the opinion that the belief of Hawaiians that Mauna Kea is the home of Na Akua, divine Deities, is un-
scientific, just a belief, not to be given standing in deciding about where to place an important telescope.  I'm sure many
people hold that view.

However, I am going to ask you to consider this:  if an excellent place to put your telescope were the top of the Temple of
the Rock in Jerusalem, or the top of the steeple of St. Mark's Cathedral, both just places where some people have a belief
that worship of a deity has made sacred, would you not reconsider the desecration and look for an alternate place?

Mele Stokesberry

P. O . Box 880231, Pukalani, HI 96788
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Wailani Stoner <stonerwailani5@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:31 AM
Reply-To: stonerwailani5@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Wailani Stoner
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Opposing testimony
1 message

Jolie Stultz <jolie.stultz@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:40 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha, 

I’d like to OPPOSE the following agenda for Mauna Kea:

1) Board of regents
2) Mauna Kea management 
3) UH President ruling

I’d like the lands to be put back with OHA to manage. 

-- 
Blessings, 

Jolie Stultz
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Michael Takimoto <Mikeyht02@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 8:56 AM
Reply-To: Mikeyht02@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Michael Takimoto
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Sautia Tanoa <s.h.tanoa@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 6:17 AM
Reply-To: s.h.tanoa@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities. To many, this is a backdoor way of shutting out Kanaka Oiwi from tending to the land
and continuing cultural practices.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. There is a lot of discord around the world that stems from regular
working people not being adequately represented or are being suppressed so please do the right thing and strike down
these rules. In the words of MLK, "the time to do right is right now."
Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Sautia Tanoa
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony on Agenda Item III.B. Adoptin of Chapter 20-26 Hawai‘i Administrative
Rules
1 message

Ty Tengan <ttengan@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:16 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha to the Board of Regents.  I write with a single comment: in Applicability and implementation,
generally §20-26-3, section (b), insert as a new (2) "Pu‘uhuluhulu University."  Acknowledging, honoring, and
supporting the work done there will allow the University of Hawai‘i to truly become a model Indigenous-serving institution.

-- 
Ty P. Kāwika Tengan
Associate Professor, Departments of Ethnic Studies and Anthropology
Chair, Department of Ethnic Studies
Program Coordinator, M.A. in Applied Cultural Anthropology in Hawai‘i, the Pacific, and Asia, Department of Anthropology
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
Ph:  (808) 956-5144/956-7831
Email:  ttengan@hawaii.edu

mailto:ttengan@hawaii.edu
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Brandon Thompson <Bthompson7741@hotmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 12:58 AM
Reply-To: Bthompson7741@hotmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Kū Kia’i Mauna
Aloha ‘Āina
Mālama Pono
Mahalo ke Akua 

Sincerely,
 Brandon Thompson

Sincerely,
Brandon Thompson



   Please be advised and take heed. The United States is in an illegal 

“state of war” against the Hawaiian Kingdom.  

     Do not lend yourselves to flagrant violations of the rights of 

the land and title holders, you must not enable or collude in the 

wrongful taking of private lands, based on the understanding that 

Hawaii is a “sovereign nation-state in continuity” which is under a 

foreign form of occupation by the United States, resulting from an 

illegal military occupation and fraudulent annexation. 

     As such, international laws (the Hague and Geneva Conventions) 

require that the governance and legal matters within the occupied of 

the Hawaiian Islands, must be administered by the application of the 

laws of the occupied State (in this case, the Hawaiian Kingdom), not 

the domestic laws of the occupier, (the United States).

     The United States, as an occupier is mandated under international 

law to administer Hawaiian Kingdom law over Hawaii territory and not 

its own laws, until they (the United States) withdraw. 

     This is the law of occupation.

     The Hague and Geneva conventions obligates the United States, as 

an occupying State, to administer the laws of the occupied State. 

There is no discretion on the duty to administer Hawaiian Kingdom law. 

This duty is mandated under international and humanitarian law. 

     Denationalization is also a war crime.

     The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) located at “The Hague” 

in the Netherlands recently acknowledged that the Hawaiian Kingdom is 

an Independent State and not the fiftieth state of the United States 

of America.

     The Hawaiian protectorates of the Hawaiian Kingdom not only have 

the right but a sacred duty to protect sacred lands from both foreign 

and domestic terrorists. 

     Including, the right to religious freedom and to assemble 

peacefully.

     Therefore, the Hawaiian protectorates of the Hawaiian Kingdom 

demand the immediate release and dismissal of any further prosecution 

of our spiritual leaders (Kahuna), elders (Kupuna), and Hawaiian 

Nationals, fraudulently arrested by the government of the United 

States without the legal “power or authority” to do so.

     The Hawaiian protectorates will also be seeking compensatory 

damages from the government of the United States for their illegal, 

unlawful, and wrongful imprisonments.

     Hereby, you’ve been noticed. Do not lend yourselves to the new 

face of treason, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and crimes 

against the State, the Hawaiian Kingdom.

Mahalo,

Diana Torrejon

702-498-0648

Hawaiian Protectorate 

bluestarbuffalo@gmail.com
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Laman Uini <lamanuini6@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 5:47 AM
Reply-To: lamanuini6@gmail.com
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Laman Uini
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Preston Varley

Sincerely,
Preston Varley
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Aloha UH Board of Regents,

 

I am strongly opposed to resolution 19-03 for multiple reasons:

 

The resolution FAILS to acknowledge the multiple positive impacts of the Institute of Astronomy and MKOs on UH,
the state of Hawaii and the global community. Currently Hawaii is the global leader in Astronomy, something to be
proud of. Every new discovery includes the contributions of the Mauna Kea observatories.
The resolution does not clarify that the decommissioning of five telescopes is contingent on the construction of
TMT.  UH should not commit to decommissioning ANY telescopes unless TMT is constructed. Due to the unlawful
blockage of the Mauna Kea access road the future of TMT is unclear and no decommissioning of productive
telescopes  should be included.
MKOs need to be included and consulted to any reorganization of management functions. The Mauna Kea
observatories are the primary funders of MKSS. 
The Astronomy community is an integral and important part of  the Hawaii Island’s community and economy.

 

I strongly urge you not to approve resolution 19-03.

 

Mahalo,

 

Yvonne Verburgt

Hilo, Hawaii

 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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UH Board of Regents 
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Tania Victorine
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i
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null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
supposed to be primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to
prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions. Customary and constitutional rights must be
preserved and honored. Over regulation of the public for private interest is not okay.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect. The rules give the president of UH too much power and authority
particularly given the 50 year history of mismanagement. More development on Mauna Kea is not needed and the
timeline for the decommissioning of telescopes is unrealistic.

I strongly oppose both IIIA and IIIB.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Jessica Waiau
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To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Dernie Waikiki
Captain Cook, HI

Sincerely,
Dernie Waikiki
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Reply-To: "maile897@yahoo.com" <maile897@yahoo.com>
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I oppose all 1,000+ pages of the Administrative Rules for Mauna Kea and the Resolution 90-3.

I do not believe the UH, BOR, or OMKM are capable of managing the mauna. There is a track record of mismanagement
and lack of action on any of the collective plans for Mauna Kea. Why would we think things will change now.
Unfortunately, all of you have had decades to show you can be good shepherds but you continue to fail.

The UH, BOR and OMKM should be completely removed frim this process  

Tamara Watson-Wade
A registered voter
maile897@yahoo.com

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:maile897@yahoo.com
https://go.onelink.me/107872968?pid=InProduct&c=Global_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers&af_wl=ym&af_sub1=Internal&af_sub2=Global_YGrowth&af_sub3=EmailSignature
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
K?healani Wilcox
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

BASED ON FINDINGS OF FACT. 
UH is an entity of the State Dept of Education. And Not the Dept of Hawaiian Home lands. Mauna kea is Crown Lands,
thus these lands are operated by State as Agent, not as Heir. You,(UH) are immaterial to HEIR. You serve as a proxy for
the Agent who also is not an HEIR. Your position is irrelevant in rulemaking where your authority in the matter is legally
moot.  Wildman.

Sincerely,
Mel Wildman
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UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i
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null

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility. 

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not University or observatory
personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners
and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea.  Rules for Mauna Kea are
primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent Native
Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea is, the
communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in the first place.  We
urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
TerrillJames K?neali’ikeikioka’? Williams
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Testimony	to	the	UH	Board	of	Regents	
RE:	Resolution	19‐03	

November 4, 2019 

Aloha, 

We wish to state our opposition to the UH Board of Regents plan to decide on resolution 19‐03, 

relating to Maunakea. We seek deferral of consideration of this resolution until there has been 

significant further consultation with the Maunakea Observatories. It is our view that adopting 

the resolution will be harmful to the W. M. Keck Observatory (WMKO) and to its scientific 

partners, which include the University of Hawaii. 

This testimony is offered in support of the testimony of the Maunakea Observatories. 

The W. M. Keck Observatory is the pre‐eminent ground‐based optical/infrared observatory in 

the northern hemisphere; on a per‐telescope basis the twin Keck telescopes are the most 

scientifically impactful worldwide for the period 2013‐2017 (and have been dominant since they 

started science operations in 1996). As a 1/8th partner in the science observing time, the 

University of Hawaii’s Institute for Astronomy has been a major beneficiary of this world‐leading 

research facility and it has contributed greatly to the stature and prestige of the Institute, its 

faculty and the University of Hawaii. 

Maunakea has a 50+ year history of astonishing astronomical discovery.  Results from the 

Maunakea observatories have transformed the scientific landscape, and have contributed 

immeasurably to the advancement of science. UH as a scientific partner in this endeavor has 

benefited enormously, and it has been absolutely critical to the UH Institute for Astronomy’s 

well‐deserved reputation as a world‐leading astronomy research institute.  

In addition, the observatories have contributed significantly to the economic and educational 

vitality of the Hawaii Island community. Our more than 500 staff are established members of the 

community; WMKO alone employs over 130 staff.  Collectively we have exhibited a strong 

commitment to STEM education, crucial to our long‐term future and the health of the State. We 

have worked to educate and inspire students and the broader community through public 

lectures, sending our staff into schools, and through on‐site and community events. We make 

available meaningful opportunities for high school and university students from Hawaii to 

participate directly in our scientific research, and provide work opportunities and internships to 

improve their workforce skills. 
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There are three proposals in the resolution that we believe are potentially very harmful to 

WMKO’s ability to fulfil its mission: the plan to decommission 5 telescopes whether or not the 

TMT is built; the proposal to reorganize and restructure the management of Maunakea without 

input from the existing observatories and the proposal to transfer the management of 

Maunakea from UH to another entity without input from the observatories. 

We recognize that the CSO and Hoku Kea observatories will be decommissioned as they no 

longer serve a scientific purpose atop Maunakea.  However, the remaining telescopes identified 

all provide important scientific research; prematurely decommissioning them in the absence of 

constructing TMT on Maunakea will significantly erode the science productivity and future 

scientific potential of Maunakea. The resulting loss of national and international stature of the 

Maunakea astronomy research complex will have far‐reaching effects. It will reduce the 

attractiveness of Hawaii as a place to work in astronomy, impacting our ability to attract and 

retain top‐flight staff; it will negatively impact the funding environment for upgrades and new 

instrumentation due to a lessened scientific output, further reducing the scientific productivity 

of the remaining observatories; and it will increase the burden on the remaining observatories 

to fund common infrastructure, such as road maintenance, snow clearing, communications and 

the operation of the Hale Pohaku dormitories. We therefore recommend that UH undertake an 

external, non‐advocate review to assess which telescopes are approaching the end of their 

useful life and make appropriate decisions based on such a committee review. 

The proposal to consider altering the management of Maunakea without input from the 

Maunakea Observatories has the potential to significantly affect our ability to operate efficiently 

and in a cost‐effective way. Services provided by UH, particularly those of the Maunakea 

Support Services (MKSS) directly impact our ability to carry out our work.  We rely on the 

responsiveness and professionalism of MKSS year‐round. As primary funders and primary 

stakeholders in MKSS, it is imperative that we, the MKOs, have a meaningful role in any 

potential restructuring of the management of Maunakea, particularly regarding MKSS functions. 

Finally, we are concerned about the implications of a change to the overall management of 

Maunakea.  It is essential that the interests of astronomy are properly articulated and advocated 

for in any governance structure.  Presently the IfA fulfils this role within the university, but if the 

governance is transferred to another entity, it is not clear who would be the advocate for 

astronomy.  It is possible that without such advocacy a different governance entity could take 

decisions that are damaging to the interests of astronomy, simply through lack of understanding 

of the impacts. An example of this is the absolute criticality of preserving dark skies over 

Maunakea; another is the fostering of the international research facility that is the scientific 

enterprise embodied in the Maunakea Observatories.  
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A strong ongoing commitment to astronomy on Maunakea is of vital importance to the  

W. M. Keck Observatory and all the other Maunakea observatories.  It is also critical for the 

academic and research reputation of the University of Hawaii. 

Mahalo. 

 

Hilton Lewis, Director, W. M. Keck Observatory 

 

B. Thomas Soifer, Chair of the CARA Board, W. M. Keck Observatory 
Harold Brown Professor of Physics Emeritus, California Institute of Technology 
Director, Spitzer Science Center 

 

George Blumenthal, Vice‐Chair of the CARA Board, W. M. Keck Observatory 
Chancellor Emeritus of the University of California, Santa Cruz 
Director of the UC Berkeley Center for Studies in Higher Education 
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Testimony	to	the	UH	Board	of	Regents	

Re:	Resolution	19-03	
	

November	4,	2019	

	

Aloha,	

	

I	 write	 to	 convey	 my	 opposition	 to	 the	 Board	 of	 Regents	 resolution	 19-03,	 and	 to	

express	my	hope	that	the	Board	defers	consideration	of	this	resolution	until	 there	has	

been	 significant	 consultation	 with	 parties	 affected,	 in	 particular	 the	 Maunakea	

Observatories.	 	 I	write	 in	 the	belief	 that	 the	 resolution	as	drafted	will	have	 significant	

negative	impact	on	the	W.	M.	Keck	Observatory,	for	which	I	serve	as	the	Chief	Scientist,	

the	Maunakea	Observatories,	and	the	University	of	Hawai’i.	

	

This	testimony	is	offered	in	support	of	the	testimony	of	the	Maunakea	Observatories.	

	

The	W.	M.	Keck	Observatory	operates	two	twin	10-meter	telescopes	on	Maunakea.		On	

a	 per-telescope	 basis,	 these	 telescopes	 are	 amongst	 the	 most	 scientifically	 impactful	

telescopes	on	Earth.			For	example,	the	Keck	telescopes	contributed	to	the	Nobel	Prize	in	

physics	 in	2011	 for	 the	discovery	of	 the	accelerating	expansion	of	 the	universe.	 	 Keck	

definitively	proved	 the	existence	of	 the	 supermassive	black	hole	at	 the	 center	of	 	our	

Galaxy.	 	 Keck	 produced	 the	 first	 direct	 images	 of	 planets	 beyond	 our	 solar	 system.			

Together	 with	 the	 other	 telescopes	 on	 Maunakea,	 this	 special	 place	 in	 Hawai’i	

constitutes	 the	 most	 scientifically	 productive	 site	 in	 the	 world	 for	 astronomy.	 	 	 The	

scientific	 strength	 of	Maunakea	 as	 a	 site	 is	 greater	 than	 the	 sum	 of	 its	 parts:	 	many	

observatories	 combine	data	 across	 the	electromagnetic	 spectrum	 to	 answer	 the	most	

difficult	questions	in	astronomy	today.		Keck,	for	example,	has	partnered	with	Gemini	to	

study	the	most	distant	quasars	yet	discovered.	 	 Important	to	this	discussion	is	the	fact	

that	the	University	of	Hawai’i	is	a	1/8
th
	partner	in	science	observing	time	with	Keck,	and	

is	an	observing	partner	on	all	the	other	facilities	on	Maunakea.		

	

	



 

It	is	against	this	backdrop	of	unrivaled	scientific	prosperity,	with	UH	as	a	beneficiary	and	

partner,	 that	 the	 resolution	 under	 consideration	 creates	 an	 unfortunate	 and	 serious	

threat	to	the	scientific	productivity	of	Keck	and	the	other	Maunakea	Observatories,	and	

indeed	to	science	in	Hawai’i	in	general.		The	resolution	decouples	the	decommissioning	

of	 five	 telescopes	 from	 the	 construction	 of	 TMT.	 	 While	 Keck	 joins	 the	 Maunakea	

Observatories	 in	 supporting	 the	 planned	 decommissioning	 of	 the	 CSO,	 and	 the	

relocation	 of	 the	Hoku	 Kea	 telescope	 to	Hale	 Pohaku	 as	 soon	 as	 possible,	we	 cannot	

support	 the	 decommissioning	 of	 additional	 scientifically	 productive	 telescopes	

decoupled	 from	 the	 construction	 of	 TMT.	 	 Aside	 from	 the	 CSO	 and	 Hoku	 Kea,	 each	

telescope	on	Maunakea	is	active,	vibrant,	and	productive.	 	Each	facility	applies	for	and	

often	 receives	 funding	 for	 instrument	 and	 facility	 enhancements,	 and	 each	 produce	

world-class	 science	 for	 observers	 around	 the	 world,	 including	 those	 from	 UH.	 	 Each	

facility	continues	to	support	the	pre-eminence	of	Maunakea	and	Hawai’i	for	astronomy	

in	the	world.		Decommissioning	three	additional	telescopes	without	regard	to	the	fate	of	

TMT	threatens	that	pre-eminence.		It	threatens	UH’s	ability	to	draw	world-class	faculty	

and	 students.	 	 It	 threatens	 federal,	 philanthropic,	 and	 international	 funding	 for	

instruments,	facilities,	and	research	grants,	some	which	would	flow	to	UH.			

	

The	 resolution	as	written	not	only	makes	 this	decommissioning	commitment,	but	also	

does	so	without	significant	prior	consultation	with	either	the	Maunkaea	Observatories	

or	the	larger	astronomical	community.		I	strongly	urge	the	Board	to	consider	solicitation	

of	 a	 thorough,	 independent,	 external	 scientific	 review	 of	 the	 facilities	 on	 Maunakea	

prior	 to	 any	 resolution	 targeting	 specific	 facilities	 for	 decommissioning.	 I	 would	 be	

happy	to	provide	the	Board	with	 information	on	prior	similar	reviews	and	to	offer	any	

needed	 advice	 on	 how	 to	 proceed	 on	 this	 front.	 	 Furthermore,	 decommissioning	 of	

scientifically	 productive	 sites	 should	 be	 considered	 only	 within	 the	 context	 of	 the	

construction	of	 the	TMT,	as	per	 the	TMT	CDUP	Terms	and	Conditions.	 	 	Absent	 these	

initiatives,	 UH	 stands	 to	 lose	 leadership	 in	 the	 world	 scientific	 community,	 and	 the	

Maunakea	 observatories,	 including	 Keck,	 will	 lose	 powerful	 scientific	 partners,	 and	

future	 opportunities.	 	 UH,	 as	 a	 institution	 of	 higher	 learning,	 particularly	 with	 its	

signature	 program	 in	 astronomy,	 gains	 little	 and	 risks	 losing	 significantly	 if	 the	

decommissioning	 recommendations	 are	 adopted.	 	 I	 implore	 the	 Board	 of	 Regents	 to	

defer	 this	 resolution	 and	 give	 the	 appropriate	 scientific	 consideration	 to	 a	 revised	

resolution	that	UH	and	the	Maunakea	Observatories	need	going	forward.	



 

	

Sincerely,	

	

	

John	M.	O’Meara	

Chief	Scientist,	W.	M.	Keck	Observatory	
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB
1 message

Dr. Noe Noe Wong-Wilson <noenoe@hilo.net> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:28 AM
Reply-To: noenoe@hilo.net
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

UH Board of Regents 
University of Hawai'i

RE: OPPOSITION to agenda items IIIA and IIIB

null

UH Board of Regents Meeting
November 6, 2019
UH Hilo Performing Arts Center

TESTIMONY OF
NOE NOE WONG-WILSON, Ph.D
&
PUALANI KANAKAʻOLE KANAHELE, KUMU HULA AND PH.D
IN OPPOSITION OF THE PROPOSED RULES FOR THE MAUNA KEA SUMMIT
AND RESOLUTION OF THE BOR

Aloha kākou,

Mahalo for receiving this testimony in opposition to both the proposed rules for management of the summit area of Mauna
Kea as well at the proposed resolution of the Board of Regents.

First, regarding the resolution, we object to item #3 which directs that a new telescope facility be built at Hale Pohaku for
the Hoku Kea telescope. There shall be no further telescope facilities built on Mauna Kea anywhere. This directive flies in
the face of “promises” that no more telescopes shall be built, yet here you are planning a 15th facility to replace one
planned for decommissioning. 

Item #6 directs the building or expansion of an educational facility at Hale Pohaku. This is another idea that occurs
without community consultation or thoughtful dialog.  Hale Pohaku is an inappropriate location for such a facility. It is too
high in elevation at 9,000 ft, dangerous and inaccessible for keiki, kupuna or anyone with asthma or other breathing
challenges and will increase traffic on the mauna.  The Hawaiian educational and cultural center already exists at the
intersection of Saddle Road and the Ala Hula Kupuna, formerly known as the Mauna Kea Access road. 

Items #9 and 10 refer to a restructuring and reorganization of the management of the Mauna Kea Science Reserve.  We
actually agree that this needs to be done, however, given the history and poor record of management of the University of
Hawaiʻi revealed in the various State Auditorʻs reports, we donʻt believe that the University of Hawaiʻi and especially the
Office of Mauna Kea Management should be the ones leading this effort.

In regards to the new draft of the proposed rules, we strongly urge you to defer decision-making on the rules for a period
of 90 days, until February 2020.  The deferral is urgently requested because of the impending discussion on the change
of the management structure of Mauna Kea, beginning at the intersection of Saddle Road and Ala Hulu Kupuna.  The
next 90 days should be used to begin discussion among stakeholders which include Mauna Kupuna and Kiaʻi, Contested
Case Hearing Petitioners, Hawaiian agencies, community representatives, and the  Office of Hawaiian Affairs and the
University of Hawaiʻi in a process to determine how to address the structure of management on the mauna. The
University, however, shall not lead or direct the group.
Process is the most important beginning of this effort.  You can no longer come to the table with a pre-determined plan
and steamroll the Hawaiian or larger community through a difficult to navigate system such as this one.  It is
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unconscionable to expect the community to delve through 1,687pages of material in order to present a competent review
and feedback for your deliberation.  Instead, you should listen carefully to the comments presented to you today and try to
understand why the community objects so vociferously to your proposed rules.

We strongly suggest that the final step in rule making be suspended until the new management structure is determined.
Despite the pending lawsuit by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs or the critical reports by the State Auditor, we are now at a
critical junction where major changes should take place on the management of the mauna and the involvement of Native
Hawaiians in determining the future of our most sacred spaces.

Mahalo nui,

Noe Noe Wong-Wilson, Ph.D
Pualani Kanakaʻole Kanahele, Ph.D

Sincerely,
Dr. Noe Noe Wong-Wilson
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To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native
Hawaiian cultural practitioners and undermine the University’s responsibility.

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna Kea summit lands and
implementing a vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not
University or observatory personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna Kea management steps with a supporting
budget.

I oppose both of these items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native Hawaiian cultural
practitioners and ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna Kea. Rules
for Mauna Kea are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not
intended to prevent Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna Kea
is, the communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University’s rulemaking authority in
the first place. We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect.

Sincerely,

-- 
Tatiana Kalaniopua Young, PhD
Department of Anthropology
University of Washington-Seattle
MA Women's and Gender Studies, University of Texas-Austin
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Lukanicole Zavas <lzavas99@hawaii.edu> Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 9:38 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

I am submitting this letter to oppose Agenda items III.A and III.B, which will adversely impact the rights of Native Hawaiian
cultural practitioners and undermine the University's responsibility.

1.) (Agenda item no. III.A) Adopting rules restricting access and use of Mauna a Wakea summit lands and implementing a
vague permitting system for the access that it does allow. The rules apply to the public, but not to University or
observatory personnel, or government entities.

2.) (Agenda item no. III.B) Passing a resolution on twelve Mauna a Wakea management steps with a supporting budget

I oppose both of the items on the grounds that they will undermine the rights of Native hawaiian cultural practitioners and
ultimately defeat the purpose of having rules to manage the summit area of Mauna a Wakea. Rules for Mauna a Wakea
are primarily intended to regulate the University, observatories, and commercial tours and are not intended to prevent
Native Hawaiian practitioners from their customs and traditions.

The University has presented us with proposed rules that are inappropriate to the unique place that Mauna a Wakea is,
the communities that it has assembled, and the histories that led to the University's rulemaking authority in the first place.
We urge you to stop these rules from going into effect,

Sincerely,
Luka nicole Zavas

Haumana of Halau 'Ohia

-- 
Luka Nicole C. Zavas
Masters Student
University of Hawaii, Manoa
Natural Resources & Environmental Management
lzavas99@hawaii.edu

mailto:lzavas99@hawaii.edu
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