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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Chloe Groom

Email chloee88@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (480) 7661888

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

Elimination of the degree programs in Dance would have
long-term negative impacts within the community of O'ahu
and the broader UH system. These degree programs
allow for local students to stay on island while pursuing
higher education in the commercially valued,
educationally revered, psychologically beneficial and

LATE TESTIMONY
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essentially expressive field of dance research,
choreography, performance art and dance education.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.
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It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Chloe Groom

I am a UH Manoa: Student

Address City: Honolulu
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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Ann Auman <auman@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:34 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Hello: My testimony for tomorrow's meeting is attached.
Thanks.

-- 
Professor Ann Auman
Journalism Program
School of Communications

Auman testimony.docx
16K
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Testimony	for	BOR	meeting,	Sept.	17,	2020	
	
FROM:	Professor	Ann	Auman,	Journalism	Program	undergraduate	chair	(auman@hawaii.edu)	
	
RE:	Stop-out	and	eliminate	Journalism	B.A.	
	
Dear	Board	of	Regents:	
	
I	learned	on	Sept.	11	–	not	even	a	week	ago	—	that	the	journalism	B.A.	degree	program	is	to	be	
eliminated.	My	students	and	our	alumni	were	shocked,	and	they	are	planning	a	response.	Their	
passion	and	dedication	to	the	field	inspires	me.		
	
Journalism	is	a	calling,	and	plays	a	critical	role	in	upholding	The	First	Amendment	as	well	as	
holding	our	government	accountable	for	its	actions.	During	an	age	of	misinformation,	why	
eliminate	the	“crusaders	of	the	truth”	—	as	one	of	my	students	said	to	me	yesterday?	During	a	
pandemic	and	an	historic	election,	journalists	are	more	important	than	ever.	
	
My	request:	The	stop-out	in	admissions	to	the	JOUR	B.A.	needs	to	be	halted	immediately.	This	
announcement	will	hurt	recruiting	and	is	ill-timed.	Our	number	of	majors	is	up	52	percent	this	
fall	and	we	are	already	working	on	unit	reorganization	efforts	that	are	supported	by	our	Dean	
Denise	Konan	(College	of	Social	Sciences).		
	
Proposal:	
Create	a	professionally	oriented	B.A.	in	Journalism,	Public	Relations	and	Media	Arts	to	support	
growing	enrollment.		
	
Journalism’s	name	and	identity	must	be	retained.	It	is	a	marketable	degree,	and	we	have	deep	
connections	to	our	community	in	all	news	media	as	well	as	in	government	communications	and	
PR	offices	at	all	levels.	Even	Dawn	Ige,	Gov.	Ige’s	wife,	is	one	of	our	graduates.	And,	our	
students	have	cultural	competency,	which	is	attractive	to	our	local	businesses	and	government.		
	
We	have	strong	connections	to	our	community	and	get	frequent	requests	for	student	interns.	
This	career-oriented	degree	that	offers	a	positive	future	is	what	students	and	their	parents	
want.	Also,	we	have	significant	support	from	donors,	and	give	out	awards	and	scholarships	
twice	a	year	–	even	more	during	COVID	in	the	spring	to	retain	students	on	the	verge	of	
dropping	out	of	school.	
	
Our	students	won	23	Society	of	Professional	Journalists	awards	this	year.	
	
Background:	

1. The	data	used	in	the	Provost’s	report	is	out	of	date.	To	date,	we	have	58	documented	
majors	on	our	department	spreadsheet,	not	38	—	2019	data.	The	report	also	relies	on	a	
2016	program	review.	We	have	four	faculty	members,	not	three.		



2. We	are	working	on	plans	to	increase	enrollment	by	integrating	the	growing	Public	
Relations	track	and	Media	Arts	with	Journalism.	PR	used	to	be	part	of	the	JOUR	program	
and	PR	professionals	need	JOUR	skills	in	media	writing,	multimedia,	and	videography.		

3. Making	JOUR	a	concentration	or	minor	in	the	School	of	Communications	is	insufficient,	
and	students	won’t	even	be	prepared	for	an	internship.	

4. We	were	once	accredited,	but	the	reorganization	in	2000	hurt	journalism.	We	lost	our	
name,	and	consequently	our	accreditation	because	we	no	longer	met	the	standard	of	
independence	in	governance	structure	and	budget.	We	could	seek	reaccreditation	as	we	
are	growing	again.	

	
Thank	you	for	your	time.	
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Pinao Awai

Email pinaoawai@gmail.com

Phone Number (808) 2861380

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments: Don’t do it!

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a

LATE TESTIMONY
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comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 
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I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Pinao Awai

I am a UH Manoa: Supporter

Address City: 317 Hao st
State / Province: Honolulu
Country: United States
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The importance of Dance and Theater at UH to the community
1 message

Hawkins Biggins <hawkins@hawkinsbiggins.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 11:21 AM
To: "david@hawaii.edu" <david@hawaii.edu>, "david.lassner@hawaii.edu" <david.lassner@hawaii.edu>
Cc: "mbruno2@hawaii.edu" <mbruno2@hawaii.edu>, "COVID19@hawaii.edu" <COVID19@hawaii.edu>,
"bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>, "parnade@hawaii.edu" <parnade@hawaii.edu>,
"tbrislin@hawaii.edu" <tbrislin@hawaii.edu>, "kondo@hawaii.edu" <kondo@hawaii.edu>, "wessendo@hawaii.edu"
<wessendo@hawaii.edu>, "iezzi@hawaii.edu" <iezzi@hawaii.edu>, Elizabeth Fisher <efisher@hawaii.edu>

Aloha David Lassner, 

Please continue to support the Dance and Theater programs at The University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

Dance and Theater programs offer students at UH a richer experience and are paramount to celebrating the history and
cultural diversity of our island state. The Dance and Theater programs at UH not only enhance the lives of the students,
who have exposure to culture and the arts but also enhance the cultural experiences available on the island to the local
community and visitors alike, which is already limited due to its isolated location. 

I have personally attended multiple performances at The Kennedy Theater at UH and have found every performance
enriching both from an educational standpoint as well as expansive in my understanding of theater and dance in Hawaii
and worldwide. 

Loosing these programs would have a tremendously detrimental impact on the University of Hawaii, its faculty, students
and the wider community. Although the current situation may be extremely difficult for the University of Hawaii, it is more
important than ever to continue to support and promote these powerful artistic expressions in higher education.

Mahalo,

Hawkins Biggins
Oahu residence and concerned patron of the arts

LATE TESTIMONY
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SAVE DANCE AT UH
1 message

Nicole Brown <nibrownttu@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:04 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu
Cc: mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

Please reconsider cancelling Dance at University of Hawaii. This program houses necessary and important art and artists,
as well as the incredible people that work for the Dance department at UH. 

I stand with UH Dance!

Thank you, 
Nicole Brown 

LATE TESTIMONY
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Chesley Cannon <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 2:24 PM
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To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Chesley Cannon

Email cannonch@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 375-2280

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

I am both an alumni and a current doctoral student. I did
not need to return for a PhD, I already have a terminal
teaching degree, but I believe in academia and love the
mutual support that a diverse and dedicated department
provides. I think that PhD students, no matter their
discipline, strengthen a University by mentoring younger
students and sharing their perspectives drawn from real-

 

LATE TESTIMONY
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life experience. It saddens me beyond measure to see my
University reject both my area of study as well as doctoral
studies across so many fields.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.
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It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Chesley Cannon

I am a UH Manoa: Alumni

Address City: Honolulu
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Fwd: Ethnic Studies Testimony
1 message

Shea Charles <shea.charles@uconn.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 1:09 PM
To: Bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

My experience at the University of Hawaii at Manoa was shaped and guided by the Ethnic Studies Department. They
provided a space to explore interests, our own personal experiences, and family histories. The Department of Ethnic
Studies has helped me pursue graduate school and laid the foundation for my success in my current program. 

The current news that the department will be merged with interdisciplinary studies has been alarming. While reading the
recommendations I found myself looking for clarification on the ways that the number of enrolled students was counted,
as well as specific means in which the merger will save money. Looking at the specific materials provided by the Board of
Regents, there was little clarification on how a new budget would be managed as well as what specific wordings will entail
for the future of the Ethnic Studies Department. 

I hope that future considerations for mergers, or any sort of planning around the movement of departments will have more
community input, transparency, as well as clarification of what is being recommended. 

Thanks,
-- 
Shea Charles
The University of Connecticut; Department of Geography
Personal Website: Shea.work
WhatsApp/Phone #: 1(808)-722-4991
www.linkedin.com/in/shea-charles

-- 
Shea Charles
The University of Connecticut; Department of Geography
Personal Website: Shea.work
WhatsApp/Phone #: 1(808)-722-4991
www.linkedin.com/in/shea-charles

LATE TESTIMONY
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Hannah Cole <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 11:20 AM
Reply-To: hcole7@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Hannah Cole

Email hcole7@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 3717964

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments: #saveuhdance #uhmresistreorg

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a

LATE TESTIMONY
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comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 
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I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Hannah Cole

I am a UH Manoa: Student
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony on Item VI.A “A&SA Committee Report”, September 17 Board Meeting

Lance D. Collins, Ph.D <lawyer@maui.net> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:46 PM
To: Board of Regents <bor@hawaii.edu>, BOR Testimony <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>
Cc: David Lassner <david@hawaii.edu>, Peter J Arnade <parnade@hawaii.edu>, Denise E Konan <konan@hawaii.edu>,
Laura E Lyons <lelyons@hawaii.edu>

Please see attached written testimony. Original will not be mailed.

-- 
Law Office of Lance D Collins
A Law Corporation
Post Office Box 782
Makawao, HI 96768
808.243.9292

This e-mail is intended for the addressee shown. It contains information that is confidential and protected from disclosure.
Any review, dissemination or use of this transmission or its contents by persons or unauthorized employees of the
intended organizations is strictly prohibited.

bor letter on program cuts 200916 final.pdf
96K
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September 16, 2020

Benjamin A. Kudo
Chairperson, Board of  Regents
University of  Hawai'i
Bachman Hall, Room 209
2444 Dole Street
Honolulu, HI 96822 

Re: Testimony on Item VI.A “A&SA Committee Report”, September 17 Board Meeting

Dear Chair Kudo,

I write you today in my personal capacity and on my own behalf  regarding the A&SA 

Committee Report and Work Plan. I am an alumnus of  Maui Community College (AA, '97) and the 

University of  Hawai'i at Mānoa (BA, '99, MA, '01, JD, '04, PhD, '10). I also am a regular donor to the

University of  Hawai'i Foundation. I have also previously lectured in the Indo-Pacific Languages and 

Literature Department at Mānoa and the Legal Clerk Certificate program at Maui College's 

Extended Learning and Workforce Development.

Since 1995, I have consistently and publicly opposed all proposed tuition increases, system-

wide, for resident students. Resident tuition has more than quadrupled since then and the 12 credit 

cap on tuition at community colleges has also been removed. I was part of  the system-wide student 

groups that opposed the constitutional amendment that granted the UH administration 

“autonomy”. In 1999-2000, I also opposed the elimination of  robust general education requirements

at the Mānoa campus pushed by the some of  the professional schools.

From the available public information, it appears that the administration did not in any way 

plan for the fiscal emergency that COVID-19 has created – even though over the last ten years there

has been a massive increase in academic attention to disaster planning in every conceivable form – 

and now the system as a whole is facing a massive budget shortfall that will persist for some time. I 

agree with the administration that doing a general budget freeze will not solve the problem but defer

the problem to the future. But it doesn't follow that the University should rush to start cutting 

programs without robust consideration of  the views of  the community at large. The simple truth is 

that the University administration does not represent or reflect the goals and aspirations of  the 



larger community in Hawai'i.

There are two main points that I hope you will consider in deferring further action at this 

time beyond a general budget freeze.

First, the administration lacks a real and meaningful plan for the long term existence or make

up of  the university or the system. Instead, what appears to be happening is that the administration 

is taking this budgetary crisis, for which they are partly responsible, as justification to push through a

bunch of  major policy changes that have very limited support, if  any, in the wider community or 

even on the campuses where the changes will be immediately felt. It is telling that the administration 

thinks that the only open consultation with anyone that is needed can be accomplished in the month

of  September. 

As noted, I'm an alumnus of  multiple programs, a regular donor to the Foundation and a 

former instructional employee. Yet I have not been contacted by anyone officially with the 

administration to seek my views on any of  these proposed major changes. I only heard about any of

this after reading public news accounts of  the proposed changes and several e-mails sent to me over 

concern about the termination of  the Philippine Language and Culture Program. Discussion and 

consultation requires actually seeking information or talking about the object of  the discussion with 

other people.

Second, while the administration says that Hawai'i needs a citizenry with a more broad-based

education that includes critical thinking, empathy and cultural competency, the concrete proposals 

under consideration in last month's presentation instead continue the long standing ideological 

policy of  present and previous administrations seeking to transform the University of  Hawai'i 

system into an institution solely for the purpose of  high skill vocational training. Entirely absent 

from the administration's presentation was any focus on liberal arts or developing a more engaged 

citizenry. For example, the Mānoa Budget Committee recommendations are not particularly helpful 

in explaining why closing or merging programs with declining enrollment is warranted in each 

circumstance or how that furthers a critically-thinking, more broadly educated citizenry.  The ability 

to get large government grants or the present or near-term future demands of  the “market” cannot 

be the primary or sole criteria by which the University solves this budget crisis. 

Let me take the Philippine Language and Culture Program as an example. The Mānoa 

Budget Committee proposes to stop out the Program's BA even though the number of  majors has 

increased from 8 to 26 over the last 8 years. In this instance, the Budget Committee was concerned 

that courses were taught almost exclusively by lecturers. In fact, most of  the courses are taught by 



instructors. But why is it that a program that offers so many courses and has high enrollments has so

many instructors and not many tenured and tenure track professors teaching these courses? Why is it

that there are so few faculty of  Filipino ancestry hired as professors at the University of  Hawai'i in 

general? In this one instance, what is troubling is what appear to be institutional barriers to a diverse 

and population-representative faculty being used as justification to eliminate a program that in spite 

of  the obstacles is thriving and popular with students (many of  whom double major). Removing the

Philippine Language and Culture Program, particularly without actually consulting or discussing with

the wider community, would be a slap in the face to the community. Such an action goes directly 

against the principle of  a well-rounded educated citizenry that can critically think and is culturally 

competent. This is just one example of  the problems I see overall should the administration move 

forward to fast track its desire to cannibalize programs not in its favor – with little to no community 

input.

In summary, I ask that the Board of  Regents instruct the administration to extend its 

consultation and discussion period and actually discuss and consult with the larger community, not 

just key legislators or captains of  the tourism industry in this state, and to fully consider the 

important values of  a well-rounded, educated citizenry that can critically think, not just the value of  

having a highly skilled work force.

A general budget freeze will not fix the problem, but it will prevent the administration from 

making hasty and irrevocable changes to programs that might never be reversed.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.

Very truly yours,

LANCE D. COLLINS

c: President David Lassner
Dean Peter J. Arnade
Dean Denise E. Konan
Dean Laura E. Lyons
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

testimony regarding proposed cuts and reorganization at UHM
1 message

Elizabeth Colwill <colwill@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:29 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I write as an Associate Professor of American Studies and Cooperating Graduate Faculty member in
Womenʻs Studies at UHM to express deep concern and dismay over the proposed ideas for reorganization
and cuts as expressed in the "UH Mānoa Planning for Post-Pandemic Hawaiʻi."

The document takes aim at "small" programs, using as a primary metric the number of majors produced
annually. Small, according to this logic, serves as the rationale for potential "stop-outs," as was stated
explicitly in the case of Ethnic Studies and Dance. Despite the public outcry that resulted yesterday in the
alteration of wording in the administration’s document regarding Ethnic Studies and interdisciplinary
"partnerships," the language of potential "stop out" in the original document remains revealing. An additional
proposal in that document placed most interdisciplinary programs, including those like Women’s Studies that
are not designated as "small," under the undefined umbrella of the Interdisciplinary Studies program with the
rationale--devoid of evidence-- that reorganization would increase the number of majors and result in cost
savings.

Despite recent modifications in wording, the logic that singles out "small" and interdisciplinary departments
remains unchanged. There are a multitude of problems here, among them a) the reduction of the value of a
field to the size of its major, a) the targeting of innovative and interdisciplinary majors for potential
reorganization or stop-out;  b) the absence of any rationale in the form of cost savings for the proposed stop-
outs or reorganization, although cost savings is the stated rationale for the proposal itself; d) the violation of
democratic process in university governance.

The value of a department or program should not and must not be equated with the number of its majors. The
very programs singled out as small majors provide innovative and enriching educational experiences and are
deeply engaged in service to the surrounding communities. Moreover, many of these very departments with
"small" majors serve hundreds of students per semester in general education and specialized classes,
enriching the educational experience of students as well as the broader community. Interdisciplinary
departments such as Women’s Studies, Ethnic Studies, and American Studies have a vibrant history of
community service, innovative scholarship, and commitment to social justice. These very departments train
students to ask critical questions, assess evidence, write clearly, and think across disciplinary boundaries.
They, like the arts, stimulate the imagination, expand our vision, challenge injustice, and help us reimagine
the future. They are deeply engaged in the cultural and intellectual life of Hawai’i.

Since the governor has not provided the university with a final budget and the university administration has
not justified its proposed reorganization with dollar figures for specific cost savings, the document fails to
serve its stated purpose: to address the economic crisis caused by the pandemic.

Finally, the top-down nature of the process violates the ideals of democratic governance and meaningful
consultation. Programmatic change and partnerships must be driven by the faculty of the departments
themselves, not initiated from above. It is revealing that the director of Interdisciplinary Studies was not part
of the conversations among senior administrators, and that college deans learned of the specific suggestions
for potential cuts and reorganization only shortly before they were shared with the public.

It should be the role of our university administration to support and publicize the immeasurable value of its
interdisciplinary departments, the arts, and the humanities that are deeply rooted in a history of service,

LATE TESTIMONY
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democratic values, and transformative education-- all the more so at this particular historical juncture.
 
Once the extent of the budgetary impact of the current crisis on the university becomes clear, the
administration should first draw upon the primary resource of the university--the brainpower of its faculty,
staff, and students--for suggestions and creative ideas that will preserve the central aims of a liberal arts
education and a public research university that serves the people of Hawaiʻi.
 
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Colwill
Associate Professor, Department of American Studies
Cooperating Graduate Faculty, Department of Womenʻs Studies

-- 
Elizabeth Colwill
Associate Professor
Department of American Studies
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
1890 East-West Road, Moore Hall 324
Honolulu, HI 96822-4733
colwill@hawaii.edu

https://www.google.com/maps/search/M%C4%81noa+1890+East-West+Road?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/M%C4%81noa+1890+East-West+Road?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:colwill@hawaii.edu
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures Program at UH Mānoa - Kim
Compoc
1 message

Kim Compoc <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 2:29 PM
Reply-To: compoc@hawaii.edu
To: david@hawaii.edu, mbruno@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, bor@hawaii.edu, jknutson@hawaii.edu

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures
Program at UH Mānoa

Name Kim Compoc

Email compoc@hawaii.edu

UHM Affiliation Alumni

Phone Number (808) 276-2288

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President, David Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown

I am writing in OPPOSITION to the reorganization of
CALL, the elimination of the Philippine Languages and
Literatures Program, and the general defunding of the
Arts & Humanities currently proposed at UHM.

The Philippine Languages and Literatures Program offers
two specializations, in Ilokano and Tagalog languages
and has been in existence since the 1970s. These
became degree-granting programs in the early 2000s
servicing the educational needs of heritage language
learners and non-heritage language learners alike.
Recognizing the importance of the Program within the
Academy as a service institution, the Board of Regents
granted the BA Program permanent status in 2013. The
BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures is founded on
the recognition of the academic, professional, and
personal needs of the community. Ilokano and Tagalog
are two of the languages most commonly spoken by
Filipinos in Hawaiʻi, where they make up 25% of the
state’s population and 11% of the UH Mānoa student
body. There is a larger community need for Ilokano and
Tagalog speakers, particularly for professionals in the
areas of education, business, health, and social and legal
services trained in Philippine history and cultures.

Cutting our BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures

LATE TESTIMONY
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will not save the University money. Since its birth, the
Philippine Languages and Literatures program is the
largest within the Dept. of IPLL. The program has grown
and maintained its growth with many majors and
graduates, course offerings, and full enrollment for the
majority of our classes. Currently, we have 30 majors and
25 minors in the Ilokano and Tagalog program combined.
Consistent with previous semesters, we currently offer 31
courses (17 IP, 4 ILO, and 10 FIL) which have strong
enrollments totaling 561 students. The courses offered in
the program have multiple focus designations which fulfill
the General Education requirements and focus
requirements of the University. Every semester, we have
multiple sections of several IP courses at maximum
capacity, averaging about 20 students per class every
semester. This semester alone we had 60+ students
waitlisted for our IP courses and we were unable to offer
them seats because we were not permitted to open up
more sections or hire more lecturers. This record shows
that the Philippine Languages and Literatures Program
helps our students fulfill their language requirement and
other GE requirements. In addition, full enrollment in our
courses shows that we are not a cost center, but rather
we draw in many tuition-paying students to our many
popular courses.

The cost-cutting policies that the University is trying to
implement have community-wide repercussions. It reveals
a larger societal practice of devaluing certain people,
cultures, and experiences. Recent data reveals that
Pacific Islanders and Filipinos have the highest COVID-19
contraction because they are deemed “essential workers”
and therefore are forced to work during the pandemic.
Overwhelmingly, Filipinos are frontline workers and are
overrepresented in the healthcare industry and in service
jobs in the tourist industry. This is why there is an extreme
health crisis in these communities. In addition, the
University is trying to remove the Philippine Languages
and Literatures program, which provides direct training for
students in maintaining literacy in their heritage
languages. This is not the way to support their lives and
sacrifices. In order for Hawaiʻi to sustain itself now and
recover in the future, it is necessary to support Filipinos,
Pacific Islanders, and Kānaka Maoli who are suffering
disproportionately during this pandemic. The pandemic
makes the failures of this colonial capitalist system
glaringly apparent, especially their lack of support for the
basic needs of the people. We urge the university not to
contribute to these failings but rather lead by example in
sustaining the people and aiding in the recovery of our
communities.

Additional Comments When I tell people on the continent that I got to take
Ilokano classes, they are absolutely envious. Mia Alvar, a
very successful Filipino American novelist, left Harvard for
a year so she could take classes at UHM. The Tagalog
language program was critical for her reason to attend
school here. We should be expanding this program to
include Visayan and other Philippine languages, not
threatening the program altogether. Filipinos are being
told again and again that we are wanted for our "essential
labor" but when it comes to language and cultural
revitalization, the Philippines is always left out. Please do
all you can to protect these CRITICALLY IMPORTANT
PROGRAMS.
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Frank Damas <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:43 AM
Reply-To: fdamas@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Frank Damas

Email fdamas@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 3694671

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

While I understand the need to make certain cuts to keep
some financial stability within the institution, I cannot
fathom the kind of conversations that lead anyone to
believe that a decision that negatively affects our students
in their academic journey is one that is even remotely
worth considering.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as

LATE TESTIMONY

mailto:fdamas@hawaii.edu
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the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
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helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Frank Damas

I am a UH Manoa: Faculty Member

Address City: 6 Kapaka St.
State / Province: HAWAII
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony for Agenda Item VI A
1 message

Monisha Das Gupta <dasgupta@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:32 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Dear  Regents,
As we anticipated, the Mānoa Budget Team has unveiled a reorganization plan to implement President Lassnerʻs vision of 
reducing the size of the University in a a post-pandemic Hawaiʻi.  The pandemic is still raging and everyday the economic situation
of people in Hawaiʻi gets worse.  The BOR in its rush to pass the emergency resolution authorized UH and Manoa to deal with the
current budget shortfall.  Yet, the plan that was unveiled of the cuts and mergers of units programs came with no dollar amount of
what will be saved immediately to meet the gap.  These plans of reorganization were already in the works and are being trotted out
in the name of rising to meet THIS moment.  The cuts and mergers will serve to starve out and stop out departments essential to a
R 1 university and a liberal arts education in the long run. And, many of the proposals to shrink are not executable without
spending more rather than saving.
Thus I see, President Lassner and his Mānoa team do what we had warned the Regents about in August as part of the Thriving
University Thriving Hawaiʻi hui. We had stated, “The university should resist ill-advised, administration-driven cutting of
programs/departments and reorganization of university units. It is easy to cut programs but hard to re-establish them. Any cuts or
reorganizations should follow established procedures and be the result of wide and meaningful consultation.”  
The process has been top down: departments have been asked to “partner” with programs that they have not chosen as
“partners” with no clear cost savings rationale from the MBT.  The lack of transparency and accountability we called out even
before the process started are evident.  And, as Regent Sullivan observed in the last meeting, no announcement has been made of
top EMs taking cuts in their inflated salary.  
Thank you for your attention. 
Monisha
Dr. Monisha Das Gupta
Professor, Departments of Ethnic Studies and Women's Studies
306 George Hall
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa

LATE TESTIMONY
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Brandon Davis <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:19 PM
Reply-To: noblestudios@gmail.com
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Brandon Davis

Email noblestudios@gmail.com

Phone Number (850) 7668431

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments: Please save the arts.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a

LATE TESTIMONY
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comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 
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I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Brandon Davis

I am a UH Manoa: Supporter

Address City: 124 N Main St, Creede
State / Province: Colorado
Country: United States
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Meghan Delaney <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 12:11 PM
Reply-To: delaneym@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Meghan Delaney

Email delaneym@hawaii.edu

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

UH claims to "proudly deliver a unique multicultural global
experience in a Hawaiian place of learning" but I can't
understand how  you intend to do this if you cut theatre,
dance, ethnic studies, women studies, American studies
and the other programs you have designated to be cut. It
is in these programs that this multicultural experience and
perspective is shared.  In cutting these programs, you
would be undermining UH's commitment to nurturing a
multicultural community.

LATE TESTIMONY
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Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
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Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Meghan Delaney

I am a UH Manoa: Student

Address City: Honolulu
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

SAVE DANCE AT UH
1 message

Laura Grace Dykes <lgdykes@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:59 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu
Cc: mbruno2@hawaii.edu, covid19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu, efisher@hawaii.edu

President Lassner,

I am contacting you to express my support for the Dance program at the University of Hawaii. This is an important
program, and I request that you throw your support behind saving this vital and necessary program. It is an asset to your
university and the students who attend the University of Hawaii.

Best,

Laura Grace Dykes
Academic Advisor I
College of Arts and Sciences
The University of Texas at Tyler

LATE TESTIMONY
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Madison Eagar <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:14 PM
Reply-To: meagar@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Madison Eagar

Email meagar@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 7793848

Date 08-04-2000

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

The UH Dance department is crucial to stay alive. It is
beneficial to a person farther beyond a dance education.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a

LATE TESTIMONY

mailto:meagar@hawaii.edu


9/16/2020 University of Hawaii Mail - KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1678041676892692600&simpl=msg-f%3A1678041676892692600 2/3

comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 
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I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Madison Eagar

I am a UH Manoa: Student

Address City: 900 Aipo Street Honolulu 
State / Province: Hawaii 
Country: United States
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Department of Dance at Hawaii
1 message

Erkert, Jan K <erkert@illinois.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:32 AM
To: "david@hawaii.edu" <david@hawaii.edu>, "david.lassner@hawaii.edu" <david.lassner@hawaii.edu>
Cc: "mbruno2@hawaii.edu" <mbruno2@hawaii.edu>, "COVID19@hawaii.edu" <COVID19@hawaii.edu>,
"bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>, "parnade@hawaii.edu" <parnade@hawaii.edu>,
"tbrislin@hawaii.edu" <tbrislin@hawaii.edu>, "kondo@hawaii.edu" <kondo@hawaii.edu>, "iezzi@hawaii.edu"
<iezzi@hawaii.edu>, "efisher@hawaii.edu" <efisher@hawaii.edu>, "wessendo@hawaii.edu" <wessendo@hawaii.edu>

Dear President Lassner,

I have heard from colleagues in the Department of Dance at the University of Hawaii that there is a proposal to stop-
out four degree programs in the Dance Program.  The University of Hawaii Dance program is an historically
significant Dance program having been part of the early formation of dance programs within academia. It has a
reputation of excellence of faculty and student work, and it is a unique program, offering dances from the Asian and
Pacific ring.  Dance is a critical offering in Higher Education, because dance artists and scholars synthesize through
both the body and mind, the research of many fields –including such areas as cultural studies, neuroscience,
education, and psychology. Dance programs are most valuable to students when they develop out of their
community’s rich and unique culture.  Hawaii’s dance program is one of the nation’s treasures in terms research
around Hawaiian dances, to lose this program would be to lose a part of Hawaii history.  Dance programs are
essential to local students, who may not have the funding to study on the mainland, but want the rich experience of
studying dance in their home state. A majority of top research one universities have vibrant Dance programs, to be
without one, would be a loss for the prestige of your University nationally.  I know times are tough, but I urge you to
reconsider and support this vibrant program.    

Sincerely,  Jan Erkert

Jan Erkert, Head 

Department of Dance 

University of Illinois

907 1/2 W. Nevada

Urbana, IL 61801

���-���-���� 

LATE TESTIMONY
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Save Dance at UH!!!
1 message

Kristian Fleming <kflemingmt@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 10:48 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu
Cc: mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu, efisher@hawaii.ed

Dear President Lassner,

Dance is an integral part of University of Hawai'i and its surrounding community. UH would be doing itself, it’s students,
and it’s community a huge disservice by ending the program. Please do everything in your power to save it! 

Sincerely,
Kristian Fleming 

LATE TESTIMONY
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures Program at UH Mānoa - Nicolita
Garces
1 message

Nicolita Garces <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 1:41 PM
Reply-To: nmsgarces@gmail.com
To: david@hawaii.edu, mbruno@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, bor@hawaii.edu, jknutson@hawaii.edu

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures
Program at UH Mānoa

Name Nicolita Garces

Email nmsgarces@gmail.com

UHM Affiliation Alumni

Phone Number (808) 7284620

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President, David Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown

I am writing in OPPOSITION to the reorganization of
CALL, the elimination of the Philippine Languages and
Literatures Program, and the general defunding of the
Arts & Humanities currently proposed at UHM.

The Philippine Languages and Literatures Program offers
two specializations, in Ilokano and Tagalog languages
and has been in existence since the 1970s. These
became degree-granting programs in the early 2000s
servicing the educational needs of heritage language
learners and non-heritage language learners alike.
Recognizing the importance of the Program within the
Academy as a service institution, the Board of Regents
granted the BA Program permanent status in 2013. The
BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures is founded on
the recognition of the academic, professional, and
personal needs of the community. Ilokano and Tagalog
are two of the languages most commonly spoken by
Filipinos in Hawaiʻi, where they make up 25% of the
state’s population and 11% of the UH Mānoa student
body. There is a larger community need for Ilokano and
Tagalog speakers, particularly for professionals in the
areas of education, business, health, and social and legal
services trained in Philippine history and cultures.

Cutting our BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures

LATE TESTIMONY

mailto:nmsgarces@gmail.com
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will not save the University money. Since its birth, the
Philippine Languages and Literatures program is the
largest within the Dept. of IPLL. The program has grown
and maintained its growth with many majors and
graduates, course offerings, and full enrollment for the
majority of our classes. Currently, we have 30 majors and
25 minors in the Ilokano and Tagalog program combined.
Consistent with previous semesters, we currently offer 31
courses (17 IP, 4 ILO, and 10 FIL) which have strong
enrollments totaling 561 students. The courses offered in
the program have multiple focus designations which fulfill
the General Education requirements and focus
requirements of the University. Every semester, we have
multiple sections of several IP courses at maximum
capacity, averaging about 20 students per class every
semester. This semester alone we had 60+ students
waitlisted for our IP courses and we were unable to offer
them seats because we were not permitted to open up
more sections or hire more lecturers. This record shows
that the Philippine Languages and Literatures Program
helps our students fulfill their language requirement and
other GE requirements. In addition, full enrollment in our
courses shows that we are not a cost center, but rather
we draw in many tuition-paying students to our many
popular courses.

The cost-cutting policies that the University is trying to
implement have community-wide repercussions. It reveals
a larger societal practice of devaluing certain people,
cultures, and experiences. Recent data reveals that
Pacific Islanders and Filipinos have the highest COVID-19
contraction because they are deemed “essential workers”
and therefore are forced to work during the pandemic.
Overwhelmingly, Filipinos are frontline workers and are
overrepresented in the healthcare industry and in service
jobs in the tourist industry. This is why there is an extreme
health crisis in these communities. In addition, the
University is trying to remove the Philippine Languages
and Literatures program, which provides direct training for
students in maintaining literacy in their heritage
languages. This is not the way to support their lives and
sacrifices. In order for Hawaiʻi to sustain itself now and
recover in the future, it is necessary to support Filipinos,
Pacific Islanders, and Kānaka Maoli who are suffering
disproportionately during this pandemic. The pandemic
makes the failures of this colonial capitalist system
glaringly apparent, especially their lack of support for the
basic needs of the people. We urge the university not to
contribute to these failings but rather lead by example in
sustaining the people and aiding in the recovery of our
communities.

Additional Comments As a UH alumna and community member, I see the
 impact of language access in the expansion of services
to various groups in Hawai’i. I’ve always believed (and
was taught at UH as a matter of fact) that one of the goals
of a state university is to benefit the communities that it
serves. Eliminating the Philippine Languages and
Literatures Program certainly goes against this long
standing goal. Not only that, it is cultural genocide to a
people that contributed so much to Hawai’i. Leave the
program and funding to the Arts & Humanities alone.

Signature
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Save Dance at UH
1 message

Mary Gates <marymaeg@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 10:17 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu
Cc: mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu, efisher@hawaii.ed

Hello,

I am sending this email in support of the UH dance and art programs. It has came to my attention that the University of
Hawaii is looking to eliminate these programs, which I find extremely disappointing.

Dance and art education have a immeasurable and irreplaceable impact to the school and community. I urge you to see
this value and protect these programs.

Sincerely,
Mary Gates

LATE TESTIMONY
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Save UH Dance
1 message

Paxton Gehling <gehling@ohsu.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:04 PM
To: "david@hawaii.edu" <david@hawaii.edu>, "david.lassner@hawaii.edu" <david.lassner@hawaii.edu>
Cc: "mbruno2@hawaii.edu" <mbruno2@hawaii.edu>, "COVID19@hawaii.edu" <COVID19@hawaii.edu>,
"bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>, "parnade@hawaii.edu" <parnade@hawaii.edu>,
"tbrislin@hawaii.edu" <tbrislin@hawaii.edu>, "kondo@hawaii.edu" <kondo@hawaii.edu>, "wessendo@hawaii.edu"
<wessendo@hawaii.edu>, "iezzi@hawaii.edu" <iezzi@hawaii.edu>, "efisher@hawaii.ed" <efisher@hawaii.ed>

To whom it may concern,

In these trying times, it is tempting and easy to wall ourselves off, and strip things away until we are left with an easy and
safe core. However, public institutions like the UH are the bulwark against the rising tides of least common denominator
populism, and the only reliable institutions that support the arts for their own merit. We cannot lose sight of this important
function, and must weather these economic and societal storms.

UH Dance must be saved and supported.

Sincerely,
Paxton Gehling

LATE TESTIMONY
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures Program at UH Mānoa - Leslie
Gonzales
1 message

Leslie Gonzales <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 1:27 PM
Reply-To: lesliego@hawaii.edu
To: david@hawaii.edu, mbruno@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, bor@hawaii.edu, jknutson@hawaii.edu

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures
Program at UH Mānoa

Name Leslie Gonzales

Email lesliego@hawaii.edu

UHM Affiliation Student

Phone Number (808) 3495532

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President, David Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown

I am writing in OPPOSITION to the reorganization of
CALL, the elimination of the Philippine Languages and
Literatures Program, and the general defunding of the
Arts & Humanities currently proposed at UHM.

The Philippine Languages and Literatures Program offers
two specializations, in Ilokano and Tagalog languages
and has been in existence since the 1970s. These
became degree-granting programs in the early 2000s
servicing the educational needs of heritage language
learners and non-heritage language learners alike.
Recognizing the importance of the Program within the
Academy as a service institution, the Board of Regents
granted the BA Program permanent status in 2013. The
BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures is founded on
the recognition of the academic, professional, and
personal needs of the community. Ilokano and Tagalog
are two of the languages most commonly spoken by
Filipinos in Hawaiʻi, where they make up 25% of the
state’s population and 11% of the UH Mānoa student
body. There is a larger community need for Ilokano and
Tagalog speakers, particularly for professionals in the
areas of education, business, health, and social and legal
services trained in Philippine history and cultures.

Cutting our BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures

LATE TESTIMONY
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will not save the University money. Since its birth, the
Philippine Languages and Literatures program is the
largest within the Dept. of IPLL. The program has grown
and maintained its growth with many majors and
graduates, course offerings, and full enrollment for the
majority of our classes. Currently, we have 30 majors and
25 minors in the Ilokano and Tagalog program combined.
Consistent with previous semesters, we currently offer 31
courses (17 IP, 4 ILO, and 10 FIL) which have strong
enrollments totaling 561 students. The courses offered in
the program have multiple focus designations which fulfill
the General Education requirements and focus
requirements of the University. Every semester, we have
multiple sections of several IP courses at maximum
capacity, averaging about 20 students per class every
semester. This semester alone we had 60+ students
waitlisted for our IP courses and we were unable to offer
them seats because we were not permitted to open up
more sections or hire more lecturers. This record shows
that the Philippine Languages and Literatures Program
helps our students fulfill their language requirement and
other GE requirements. In addition, full enrollment in our
courses shows that we are not a cost center, but rather
we draw in many tuition-paying students to our many
popular courses.

The cost-cutting policies that the University is trying to
implement have community-wide repercussions. It reveals
a larger societal practice of devaluing certain people,
cultures, and experiences. Recent data reveals that
Pacific Islanders and Filipinos have the highest COVID-19
contraction because they are deemed “essential workers”
and therefore are forced to work during the pandemic.
Overwhelmingly, Filipinos are frontline workers and are
overrepresented in the healthcare industry and in service
jobs in the tourist industry. This is why there is an extreme
health crisis in these communities. In addition, the
University is trying to remove the Philippine Languages
and Literatures program, which provides direct training for
students in maintaining literacy in their heritage
languages. This is not the way to support their lives and
sacrifices. In order for Hawaiʻi to sustain itself now and
recover in the future, it is necessary to support Filipinos,
Pacific Islanders, and Kānaka Maoli who are suffering
disproportionately during this pandemic. The pandemic
makes the failures of this colonial capitalist system
glaringly apparent, especially their lack of support for the
basic needs of the people. We urge the university not to
contribute to these failings but rather lead by example in
sustaining the people and aiding in the recovery of our
communities.

Additional Comments It is important to preserve Filipino culture. Ilokano must be
recognized as an important Filipino dialect. To take this
program away is dismissing their culture.

Signature
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Stop cuts to Women's Studies and Ethnic Studies!
1 message

Lisa Grandinetti <lisanakagrand@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:41 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
Cc: david@hawaii.edu

Dear Board of Regents,

I am a graduate of the Ethnic Studies and Women's Studies programs at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. I am
completely appalled by the university's attempt to take advantage of this pandemic to attack the very programs that kept
me enrolled at UH. 

Taking classes in these two departments, I finally saw myself. They were the only classes I was able to delve into the
histories and oppressions and resistance of women of color, indigenous peoples, working class people in Hawaiʻi and
beyond. They helped me understand who I am as a mixed-race Uchinanchu woman born and raised in US-
occupied Hawaiʻi. They motivated me to organize workers to fight the capitalist system that makes it so hard for us to
survive here. I honestly would have dropped out of college if not for coming across Ethnic Studies and Women's Studies
classes. I found a community of students and professors who made me feel at home.

To see cuts proposed to Ethnic Studies and Women's Studies is sadly not surprising. The University of Hawaiʻi is very
much a machine of neoliberalism, which in the end will destroy us all. As the world is burning -- both figuratively and
literally -- the response of the university is to cut the very programs that we need to save us. In the face of extreme
hardship with no signs of improvement in the near future, these programs and departments are the only vehicles we have
at UH to address the crises we are facing today that are very much products of capitalism, colonialism, white supremacy,
male supremacy, etc. 

If the university wants to be on the right side of history, it would put more funding into these programs and make
participation in them mandatory for all students rather than cutting them. Ethnic Studies and Women's Studies made me
who I am today and they help us build our movements for justice. I strongly urge you to stop your attack on them
immediately because I can guarantee we will not stop until they are not only protected but expanded, too.

Sincerely,
Lisa Grandinetti, B.A.

LATE TESTIMONY
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

SAVE DANCE AT UH
1 message

Maxwell Groznik <mgroznik1793@sdsu.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:31 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu
Cc: mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu, efisher@hawaii.ed

To whom it may concern,

It has come to my attention that the elimination of the Dance program at UH is currently being considered. As an instructor
that works both with High School students and College students in the Southern California area I would like to speak
directly to the impact I have seen arts programs have on students. 

Many of the brightest students I have had the opportunity to work with have found their voice, confidence, and academic
success through dance and other arts programs. It has proven an invaluable tool for connecting with students who are
otherwise disenfranchised in educational settings. 

I would like to urge you to do everything in your power to save the UH Dance program. Programs like these are the
backbone of a compassionate, educated, and caring site of higher education and the cornerstone to a better citizenry.
Study after study verifies and backs up these claims. We have known for years that the arts are vital to resolving equity
gaps and empowering students. 

-- 
Best, 
Maxwell Groznik | He/Him/His
Director of Debate | San Diego State University

LATE TESTIMONY
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Testimony In opposition to reorganization
1 message

Sue Haglund <suehaglund@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:41 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>
Cc: "eschair@hawaii.edu" <eschair@hawaii.edu>

Dear Members of the Board of Regents:

I write to you in opposition to the reorganization that affects the Ethnic Studies Department. 

It is imperative that the Ethnic Studies Department remains autonomous. The 50 years of leadership and
accomplishments achieved by the ES faculty over the years and their students. The social justice presence ES has in the
greater community on Oahu, across the Hawaiian Islands, and international solidarity social justice movements in long-
standing fights against human rights violations, fights against racism, and fights against labor exploitation and corruption. 

In order for a more unified support stronghold to be present,  the university administrators need to have transparency for a
process that is not transparent, need to be accountable for holding fair dialogue which currently has no accountability to
and affected departments like Ethnic Studies must be included in these processes where they can make decisions that
are best and and makes sense.

I stand in solidarity with the Ethnic Studies Department and other departments affected by reorganization and budget cuts.
I request that you OPPOSE reorganization details that affect Ethnic Studies as there is greater transparency and
accountability that ethically did not take place with departmental partnerships. 

Thank you,

Dr. Sue Haglund

LATE TESTIMONY
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Tamara Hauser <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:51 AM
Reply-To: tamarajhauser@gmail.com
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Tamara Hauser

Email tamarajhauser@gmail.com

Phone Number (805) 624-0914

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

As a member of the Dance Studies field, I strongly
oppose eliminating UHM's dance degree programs. The
Dance Department contributes significant knowledge to
the field through its advanced degree tracks and unique
focus on Hawaiian and Asian heritage and performance.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much

LATE TESTIMONY
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as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
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survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Tamara Hauser

I am a UH Manoa: Supporter

Address City: Columbus
State / Province: Ohio
Country: United States

   

 
You can edit this submission and view all your submissions easily.
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Opposition to Proposed Cuts in Theatre & Dance Programs
1 message

Ron Heller <rheller@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 10:26 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, David Lassner <david.lassner@hawaii.edu>, Michael Bruno <mbruno2@hawaii.edu>,
covid19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, Peter Arnade <parnade@hawaii.edu>, Thomas Brislin
<tbrislin@hawaii.edu>, kondo@hawaii.edu
Cc: Markus Wessendorf <wessendo@hawaii.edu>, Julie Iezzi <iezzi@hawaii.edu>, Elizabeth Fisher <efisher@hawaii.edu>

I am sending this email to express my opposition to the proposed cuts in Theatre and Dance programs.  

In particular, I believe that the MFA and PhD programs should be expanded, not cut back or terminated.  There should be
an effort to increase both overall enrollment and overall support for these programs.  No other university in Hawaii offers
anything close to a full graduate-level theatre program, and these programs should not be out of reach for Hawaii
students.  

Ron Heller
rheller@hawaii.edu
office 808 523 5337
mobile 808 381 9147

LATE TESTIMONY
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Laura-Lynne Igarta-Pieters <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 2:56 PM
Reply-To: lligarta@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Laura-Lynne Igarta-Pieters

Email lligarta@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 3586424

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

Please keep these degrees open at the University of
Hawai’i. Just because it’s a smaller sized degree program
doesn’t mean it’s any less important than the other
programs offered. How are you UHM supposed to cater to
the local students who want to stay home for college but
the program is no longer offered. You claim to take care of
us local Hawai’i students but by cutting programs that

LATE TESTIMONY
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some local students are interested in is only showing you
not caring about the local Hawai’i student population at
all. These programs are important and should be kept at
the university.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
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Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Laura-Lynne  Igarta-Pieters

I am a UH Manoa: Student

Address City: 1809 Ho’ohulu St. 
State / Province: Pearl City
Country: United States

   

 
You can edit this submission and view all your submissions easily.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony for BOR Meeting on September 17th, 2020
1 message

Katherine Irwin <kirwin@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 10:40 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Please consider this testimony to be included in the materials for the Board of Regents Meeting scheduled to occur on
September 17th, 2020. 

Thank you for your kind consideration, 

Professor Irwin 

Katherine Irwin
Professor
Department of Sociology
University of Hawai'i, Manoa
Saunders Hall 238

Fall office hours: Via phone or zoom, by appointment 

Here is the website describing UHM course formats for the fall of 2020:
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/undergrad/schedule/covid-19-fall-2020/ 
If you have questions about UHM course formats beyond this website, please contact: UH Manoa Scheduling Office:
schedule@hawaii.edu

BOR testimony from Dr. Irwin .pdf
33K
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September	16,	2020		
	
Dear	Board	of	Regents	Members,		
	
I	am	a	Professor	in	the	Department	of	Sociology	and	have	spent	my	entire	19-year	faculty	
career	at	the	University	of	Hawai‘i	at	Manoa	(UHM).	I	teach	a	wide	array	of	courses,	ranging	
from	large	lectures,	which	attract	100	or	more	students,	medium-sized	classes,	and	small	
writing	intensive	courses	to	graduate	seminars.	My	regular	interaction	with	UHM	students	
provides	me	with	a	firm	understanding	of	this	generation,	including	their	needs,	interests,	and	
strengths.		
	
While	I	am	grateful	and	privileged	for	the	opportunity	to	work	at	UHM,	I	cannot	help	but	
express	my	concern	about	the	process	through	which	the	Manoa	Budget	Team	(MBT)	and	UHM	
administrators	have	engaged	the	faculty	in	the	reorganization	and	cost	savings	plans.	The	
process,	thus	far,	has	been	confusing	and	has	lacked	transparency.	Also,	I	am	concerned	about	
plans	to	move	Ethnic	Studies	and	Women’s	Studies	out	of	the	College	of	Social	Sciences	(CSS)	
	
1)	Lack	of	a	cost	savings	analysis	and	need	for	transparency	
Several	of	my	colleagues	in	CSS	and	the	Department	of	Sociology	are	experts	in	institutional	
transformation,	economic	efficiency,	and	strategic	planning.	One	of	the	foundations	of	any	
effective	cost-savings	initiative	is	to	clearly	articulate	how	each	proposed	change	will	reduce	
the	operating	budget	of	a	unit,	college,	and	university.	In	this	case,	though,	no	indication	has	
been	provided	to	the	faculty	regarding	how	each	proposed	change	will	lead	to	cost	savings.	As	
of	September	11,	2020	the	details	have	only	been	shared	with	us	via	a	website.	However,	the	
data	presented	are	rather	disorganized.	There	is	also	no	mention	of	the	methodology	through	
which	the	MBT	used	the	data	to	make	recommendations.		
	
Consequently,	the	faculty	have	been	given	a	series	of	recommendations	with	no	cost-savings	
goals	or	outcome	measures	and	no	indications	of	how	the	proposed	changes	will	help	balance	
the	UHM	budget.	In	fact,	several	of	my	fellow	faculty	members	are	apprehensive	that	if	we	
adopt	some	of	the	recommended	strategies,	the	costs	will	increase	instead	of	decrease.		
	
In	the	name	of	transparency,	we	need	a	clear	indication	of	how	each	recommendation	made	
will	lead	to	reductions	in	operating	costs.	Transparency	in	the	fiscal	impact	of	each	change	is	
essential	to	ensuring	that	all	institutional	agents	are	acting	in	the	best	interests	of	the	entire	
UH	community.		
	
2)	The	need	to	support	Ethnic	Studies	and	Women’s	Studies	departments	at	UHM	
In	the	materials	shared	via	a	website	on	September	11th,	we	learned	of	the	MBT’s	many	
recommendations.	Among	the	changes	were	suggestions	to	move	the	Ethnic	Studies	(ES)	
Department	and	the	Women’s	Studies	(WS)	Department	from	CSS	to	Interdisciplinary	Studies.	I	
want	to	take	this	time	to	let	you	know	the	value	of	these	departments.	Interdisciplinary	Studies,	
as	I	understand	it,	is	not	a	college	in	the	traditional	sense.	It	is	a	program	that	advises	students	
as	they	craft	their	own	majors,	thus	it	is	a	student	advising	center	rather	than	an	academic	



college.	There	is	a	concern	that	asking	ES	and	WS	to	move	to	Interdisciplinary	Studies	will	
undermine	these	two	very	important	departments.			
	
As	the	#MeToo	and	Black	Lives	Matter	movements	have	taught	us,	gender	and	race	inequalities	
are	top	of	mind	for	many	Americans	today.	These	social	justice	endeavors	have	roused	the	
interests	of	the	new	cohort	of	incoming	undergraduates,	called	Generation	Z.	Members	of	this	
generation	are	characterized	as	the	most	diverse,	globally	minded,	and	social	justice-oriented	
individuals	that	the	United	States	has	ever	seen.		
	
We	need	to	understand	this	new	group	of	young	people,	who	will	be	filling	our	courses,	and	
make	sensible	decisions	that	support	their	interests	and	aspirations.	From	my	interactions	with	
hundreds	of	UHM	students	during	the	past	three	years,	I	believe	that	members	of	Generation	Z	
will	flock	to	WS	and	ES	in	the	years	to	come,	as	these	disciplines	speak	directly	to	their	interests	
in	social	justice	and	community-based	engagement.			
	
As	a	researcher,	I	have	found	the	work	of	WS	and	ES	faculty	at	UHM	to	be	a	cornerstone	of	my	
own	thinking.	The	foundational	scholarship	of	ES	and	WS	scholars	has	pushed	me	to	make	
important	theoretical	and	empirical	leaps	with	in	my	own	research	program.	As	a	case	in	point,	
my	last	book	(pertaining	to	Pacific	Islander	adolescents’	experiences	with	racism,	sexism,	and	
classism)	would	not	have	been	possible	without	the	ideas	and	theoretical	developments	
pioneered	by	UHM’s	ES	and	WS	faculty.	I	cannot	imagine	CSS	without	these	programs.	Words	
alone	are	not	enough	to	express	how	honored	I	am	to	work	in	an	institution	that	supports	such	
a	dynamic,	compassionate,	and	productive	group	of	ES	and	WS	faculty.		
	
I	ask	that	the	MBT	take	into	account	the	importance	of	Ethnic	Studies	and	Women’s	Studies	
programs	and	understand	that	these	departments	are	essential	in	the	effort	maintain	a	rich	
and	pertinent	intellectual	environment	needed	to	attract	and	serve	the	needs	of	a	new	
generation	of	students	and	scholars.		
		
Thank	you	for	your	consideration	and	time,		
	
Katherine	Irwin	
Professor	
Department	of	Sociology,	UHM	
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

COVID response
1 message

Kyle Kajihiro <kyle.kajihiro@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:00 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Aloha UH Board of Regents

My name is Kyle Kajihiro. I recently received my Ph.D. in Geography from UHM and teach as a lecturer in both
Geography and Ethnic Studies. However, today I am testifying as a community member and as a board member of
Hawaiʻi Peace and Justice (formerly the American Friends Service Committee Hawaiʻi). 

While I appreciate the impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on our economy, our society, and on the University of
Hawaiʻi, I am very concerned about the administration's lack of transparency and collaboration in its latest proposed
reorganization plan. 

I thank the Mānoa Budget Team for removing the "stop-out" language from the draft plan after public pressure to retain the
Ethnic Studies Department. However, other vital departments and programs are still being proposed for cuts without a
transparent discussion of the financial situation or substantive collaborative decision-making with key consultative bodies
or affected community constituencies. 

This lack of transparency during a time when the campus community is reeling from the effects of the pandemic strikes
me as a form of "shock therapy", where a crisis is used as cover to push through otherwise unpopular measures that
impoverish public goods. 

At a time when the United States is reckoning with its violent history of racism, xenophobia, misogyny, colonialism,
militarism, and heterosexism, programs like Ethnic Studies and Womens Studies are more crucial than ever for helping
students to understand and change this shameful legacy.

As a public university, UH is not only an academic institution; it is a valuable resource for our communities. The programs
that have long served our communities are the very ones facing the threat of cuts. A recovery from COVID can only
happen if the university strengthens is commitment to this important role. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Kyle Kajihiro

LATE TESTIMONY
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Can We Reimagine our university?
1 message

Noel Kent <noelk@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:06 PM
To: BOR Testimony <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

   Aloha kakou.   Over the last forty-eight years, it has been my great good fortune to teach with the Ethnic Studies
Department at Manoa.  We in ES can take pride in what we have achieved.  During these years,  I worked with thousands
of young people in Ethnic Studies classes; Together, we studied the difficult issues and conflicts around ethnicity and race,
identity and social class: Students also worked cooperatively on group projects and did service learning in local
communities. Over the course of a semester or two, many matured as thinkers and human beings and expanded their
sense of the realities of the world they were inheriting.    It is interesting to note that those tough ethnic/racial conflicts
which we studied are  being acknowledged today as the defining issues of our country's past and present. 
   Our E.S. students were taught by a faculty which managed to combine a devotion to teaching with path breaking
scholarship and genuine commitment to local communities such as Kalama Valley, Waiaihole-Waikane and Young Street
and later in the struggle to regain Kahoolawe for Hawai'i's people.  ES played a large role in revitalization of Native
Hawaiian determination to reclaim the kanaka maoli heritage.  We old timers remember how both in 1972 and again in
1978, when the UH Administration attempted to merge ES out of existence, it was rural community people, whom we had
supported in their struggles, who came to our aid.
   So in September 2020, Ethnic Studies is again being targeted; the immediate budget shortfall a convenient cover for the
department's  extinction.  Let's be very clear on this: Although the Manoa Budget Committee's "stop-gap" measure to
formally destroy ES has been temporarily lifted, it may well be implemented in the future.  And that any decision to strip
Ethnic Studies of its autonomy  is the first step in its elimination.  
  Of course, It is not only Ethnic Studies which is being targeted: UH Manoa Liberal Arts departments, in general, are
bearing the bulk of the cuts.  Journalism, religion, dance, etc. are on the immediate chopping block:   What makes this
tragic is that the Liberal Arts are nothing less than a centerpiece in any democratic society, the mind and spirit enhancing
curricula which nurtures a literate, critically thinking, engaged public.  And contrary to popular notions, graduates do find
jobs worthy of their education.  These days, even businessmen are apt to look for new employees among Liberal Arts
graduates whom often  possess valuable cognitive and personal skills.  Liberal Arts graduates can certainly help us to
rebuild our economy and moral center in the post-pandemic era and play a role in the struggle to contain the disasters of
climate change.  
   One final thought: Back in the mid-1960s when I came to UH, there was a vision that Manoa could aspire to become the
real University of the Pacific, a global university in the forefront of new international values.   Hawai'i's geographic location
and unique mix of cultures seemed to make it a natural for the role of connecting different peoples to one another.   This
vision, for a number of reasons, was never realized, but it is not too late to reclaim it.  Yes, we are living in a most perilous
time of ethnic and racial polarization and violence.  But right on this campus, we have the College of Social Sciences, the
East West Center, the Spark Matsunaga Peace Institute and the UH Law School  which can form the nucleus for
establishing a Center for Ethnic and Racial Peace and Connection; a center whose purpose is the training of multi cultural
practitioners and experts and to do research on ways to transform majority/minority relations.  Such a center has the
potential to bring people from around the world to Hawai'i and to tap large grant monies.  And  one can imagine  our
Ethnic Studies faculty with their experience in working with students from Asia and the Pacific making genuine 
contributions to such a Center.    Imua!

Noel Kent   

LATE TESTIMONY
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

SAVE DANCE at UH
1 message

Ayush Kumar <akumar@uttyler.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:51 PM
To: "david@hawaii.edu" <david@hawaii.edu>, "david.lassner@hawaii.edu" <david.lassner@hawaii.edu>
Cc: "mbruno2@hawaii.edu" <mbruno2@hawaii.edu>, "COVID19@hawaii.edu" <COVID19@hawaii.edu>,
"bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>, "parnade@hawaii.edu" <parnade@hawaii.edu>,
"tbrislin@hawaii.edu" <tbrislin@hawaii.edu>, "kondo@hawaii.edu" <kondo@hawaii.edu>, "wessendo@hawaii.edu"
<wessendo@hawaii.edu>, "iezzi@hawaii.edu" <iezzi@hawaii.edu>, "efisher@hawaii.edu" <efisher@hawaii.edu>

Mx. Lassner,

I believe that it is beneficial for the people of US to preserve our culture and heritage for posterity, and
therefore I urge you to save the dance program at UH.

Thank you,

Ayush Kumar

LATE TESTIMONY
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SAVE DANCE AT UH
1 message

Benny Kuo <bennykuo@live.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 1:35 PM
To: "david@hawaii.edu" <david@hawaii.edu>, "david.lassner@hawaii.edu" <david.lassner@hawaii.edu>
Cc: "mbruno2@hawaii.edu" <mbruno2@hawaii.edu>, "COVID19@hawaii.edu" <COVID19@hawaii.edu>,
"bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>, "parnade@hawaii.edu" <parnade@hawaii.edu>,
"tbrislin@hawaii.edu" <tbrislin@hawaii.edu>, "kondo@hawaii.edu" <kondo@hawaii.edu>, "wessendo@hawaii.edu"
<wessendo@hawaii.edu>, "iezzi@hawaii.edu" <iezzi@hawaii.edu>, "efisher@hawaii.ed" <efisher@hawaii.ed>

This incredible program that homes necessary and important art and ar�sts, as well as all the incredible
people that work with, at, and related to Dance at UH needs to stay.

Regards,
Benny Kuo

LATE TESTIMONY
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Christine Lamborn <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 12:11 PM
Reply-To: lambornc@gmail.com
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Christine  Lamborn

Email lambornc@gmail.com

Date 09-14-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

As an alum who received my degree from the Theatre +
Dance department, the drastic proposed cuts are
appalling. I have yet to see any information about how
much these cuts will actually save the university money.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the

LATE TESTIMONY
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continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 
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I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Christine  Lamborn

I am a UH Manoa: Alumni

Address City: Honolulu
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

SAVE DANCE AT UH
1 message

Benjamin Lange <benjamin.lange@cui.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:41 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu
Cc: mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu, efisher@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern, 

As a member of a university body myself, I recognize and understand the gravity of our current times and situation.
However, it is my belief that the arts are necessary and important, and that the Dance program at the University of Hawaii
offers something of value that is rarely accessible outside of the university system. I believe that your program is
important, and I implore you to continue supporting the Dance program at UH. 

Sincerely,   

-- 
Benjamin Lange
Director of Debate at Concordia University Irvine
benjamin.lange@cui.edu
714-261-0556

LATE TESTIMONY
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Carolyn Lee <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:49 PM
Reply-To: clee.53114@gmail.com
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Carolyn Lee

Email clee.53114@gmail.com

Phone Number (507) 3823513

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

To eliminate the Arts within the ONLY college in the
United States that offer such wonderful Hawaiian culture
is a travesty.  Your culture is what brings those of us from
the mainland.  If your culture is gone, there won’t be any
reason to visit.  If you eliminate these programs, you run
the serious risk of no longer being an accredited school.

LATE TESTIMONY
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 Don’t kill your culture.  You should be proud of it and
embrace it.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.
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It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Carolyn Lee

I am a UH Manoa: Supporter

Address City: 1105 North 6th Street
State / Province: Mankato, MN
Country: United States

   

 
You can edit this submission and view all your submissions easily.
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Kristeen Lopez <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 4:30 PM
Reply-To: tkfan2254@gmail.com
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Kristeen Lopez

Email tkfan2254@gmail.com

Phone Number (719) 8499904

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

It is wrong on so many levels to propose cuts to programs
that help so many. No administrator should be making
more than $150, 000 per year, even that amount is
outrageous.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much

LATE TESTIMONY
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as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
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survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Kristeen  Lopez

I am a UH Manoa: Supporter

Address City: 107 E 11th 
State / Province: Creede, CO
Country: United States
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luhp@hawaii.edu

Mililani Magee <mageemil@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:31 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I appreciate the opportunity to speak with you by writing my thoughts on a very serious matter with the hope 
that you will read and listen to our collective voices. I am Mililani Awana Magee, Native Hawaiian, born here 
on ‘Oahu and raised in Moanalua, Kona. As a single parent, living in Huntington Beach, California I recently 
transferred to the University of Hawai’i Manoa campus with an Associate's Degree from Orange Coast 
College, California. I am a distance learner, majoring in women’s studies.

I write this testimony, adding my voice in opposition to the removal of the Department Women's Studies from 
the College of Social Sciences. I stand firmly against the current movement in progress which uproots 
Women's Studies transplanting it to Interdisciplinary Studies.

Prior to attending UH Manoa, I was in the process of transferring to California State University, Long Beach 
as a psychology major. Under the advice of my guidance counselor, I took a closer look at the program 
offering and I found it lacking to put it simply. While looking at other local options, I came across the UH 
Manoa Women's Studies web page. I longed to reconnect with my place, my heritage, my voice. It was not a 
financial decision to change trajectory, even though I am afforded the privilege of instate tuition. I had a well 
thought out path planned with grants and scholarships. I am here because of what the women’s studies 
program offers, as wanting what I read on the website…

University of Hawaii at Manoa…

As a college, a leader in earth and environmental sciences. Multicultural, a global place of learning, 

“adhering to the principles of sustainability and the essence of aloha-truly like nowhere else on earth. 

”University of Hawaiʻi System motto: Maluna aʻe o nā lāhui a pau ke ola ke kanaka (Above all nations 

is humanity)
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/about/#:~:text=Classified%20by%20the%20Carnegie%20Foundation,%2C%20cancer%

20research%2C%20and%20genetics.

The UH Manoa program appealed to me because It is already interdisciplinary in its approach to study 
women’s and gender issues…

“Women's Studies at the University of Hawaiʻi
Our department is proud to offer an interdisciplinary approach to studying women and gender 
issues. We emphasize multicultural and global education and innovative feminist research on 

LATE TESTIMONY
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gender, sexuality, ethnic and national diversity, and social justice, focusing on women in Hawaiʻi, 
Asia, and the Pacific. We offer an undergraduate major (BA), an online BA, and a certificate, and 
a graduate certificate.”https://womenstudies.manoa.hawaii.edu/

 

These Women’s Studies Department statements stand on their own. It speaks to every reason that I 

want to be a part of this program. It is housed in the College of Social Science, a pillar of UH Manoa. 

The department is small enough to independently focus and speak loudly to gender, racial, and all 

manner of social injustice issues of the day.

As a distance learner, I need a plan, support services, and excellent professors, all within my discipline. 

I have that all that now. Both NHSS and ACCESS integrate my learning experience here at UH Manoa 

and empower my Kanaka Maoli voice as Mana Wahine. What you are looking at, your clear intention 

dilutes the Women's Studies Department power and sends it backwards into the margins, into 

obscurity. Looking for partnership opportunities to grow the program makes more fiscal sense and 

should be made within the current social sciences across other colleges on campus not buried under 

interdisciplinary programs.

I implore you not to make this hasty decision which will most certainly have a detrimental effect on the 

future of the Women’s Studies Program.

 

Mililani Awana Magee

mageemil@hawaii.edu

https://womenstudies.manoa.hawaii.edu/ba-requirements/
https://womenstudies.manoa.hawaii.edu/online-ba-requirements/
https://womenstudies.manoa.hawaii.edu/certificate-requirements/
https://womenstudies.manoa.hawaii.edu/adws-certificate-requirements/
https://womenstudies.manoa.hawaii.edu/
mailto:mageemil@hawaii.edu
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Testimony (Women's Studies)
1 message

Mari Martinez <mm2046@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 2:02 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, luhp@hawaii.edu

David Lassner, President UHM
Michael Bruno, Provost, UHM

RE: Stop-Outs & Other “Recommendations"

Your “draft” proposed cuts to different schools across the university, is not in line with the ideals that you yourself have stated time and again, in sound
bites, to the public or to the students and faculty that you serve. These are unprecedented times, and these times call for unity, and leadership unlike any our
generation has seen. We need decision and policy making that will not give us strength to make it to the other side of this (whatever that may look like), but
help us weather this tumultuous storm in the process. We need a leadership that will provide a foundation of integrity, and remind us of the values that lead us
to apply and enroll in the University of Hawai’i in the first place.

We are one of the few universities in all 50 states where the enrollment isn’t predominantly white, where diversity in our community is truly our strength,
and that diversity is reflected in the programming that is offered. A place, that you have said yourself is “a place of Hawaiian learning.” To hold values and
concepts of
− Ahupua’a: land division with mountain ridges as natural boundaries in which land, sky, and ocean are ancestors and cared for, nurtured, and honored
− Aloha: kindness, compassion, affection
− Malama i ka ‘āina & malama i ke kai: caring for the land and sea that sustain us
− Kaiāulu: community
− Kuleana: responsibility (to honor the indigenous people)
− ‘Ohana: family

These are all things YOU continue to tell people that you care about. That YOU continue to give lip service to. Show us that this isn’t just lip service.
I am currently a graduate student at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa. As part of my curriculum I was able to take a course in the Women’s Studies

department as part of my studies. This was only possible because of the wide range of course offerings here at the UHM. In this course, I learned things that
were valuable far beyond the classroom, and skills that I will take with me not only throughout the remainder of my education, but the rest of my life. It seems
odd to me that on the 100 year anniversary of Women’s Suffrage the university would be attempting to hide the women’s studies program away instead of
amplifying it and celebrating it, as well as putting more funding into programs like these. For indigenous women of color like me, these programs are valuable
beyond the classroom and the university’s commitment to them shows not only me, but the community where it’s priorities lie. Merging the women’s studies
program is just another way to starve the program, just another way to show women their voices have less value, and the struggle  that started 100 years ago,
must still be fought today. Women’s Studies must be allowed to maintain its autonomy. Surely, the university wants to be remembered for being on the right
side of history.

Women's Studies reaches far beyond the classroom, and into the community. Women’s Studies is an important part of enrichment at our UH ‘ohana and should
be treated as such, it is essential to the university’s values of Kaiāulu, Kuleana, and  ‘Ohana.

Please, I implore you to reconsider your decision to cut these programs.
Marisela Martinez
Theater & Dance, UH Mānoa
Performance Studies, MA

-- 
"Let me tell you a little bit about myself. It's a reflexive pronoun that means 'me'" - Ally Houston

LATE TESTIMONY
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1 message

Luciano Minerbi <luciano@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:13 PM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, Peter Arnade <parnade@hawaii.edu>, David Lassner <david.lassner@hawaii.edu>, Michael
Bruno <mbruno2@hawaii.edu>

Wed Sept 16, 2020
To:       UHM Board of Regent Chair and Member,
            David Lassner, President, UH
            Michael Bruno, Provost, UHM
            Peter Arnade, Dean CALL

Testimony in support of fully retaining Theatre and Dance at UHM.

Aloha Everyone:

I am glad to testify in support of Theatre and Dance Departments at UHM.
            Theatre and Dance degrees should be retained and continued at UHM at the undergraduate and
graduate levels.  
            Their values transcend their speci�ic �ield, discipline, and traditions.  The history of ancient and
contemporary East-West civilizations cannot be explained without cognition of theatre and dance. 
Even aside their intrinsic artistic and esthetic values, they are essential to human development and the
formation of societal understanding.  They are highly pedagogical as they engage in religions,
behavioral health, and improved societal self-consciousness and re�lection.
            Theatre and Dance are dialogic and effective communication enterprises and endeavors that are
collegial and communal and they greatly train people through action of mind and body to
collaboration, coordination, synchronism, and feedback interaction and, in the end, enhanced
performance and creativity. 
            Theatre and Dance knowledge, skills, and behaviors are essential to the functioning of a healthy
society in its many realms including politics, business, and community interaction.
            Theatre and Dance, because of its ingrained East-West setting of students and faculty is what
distinguished UHM from other campuses.
            Theatre and Dance not only keep and enhance the competiveness nationally and internationally
of UHM but it retains the attractiveness and livability of our campus for students and faculty of other
departments and colleges.  These two Departments should be supported, continued and enhanced.
            The above consideration and evaluative framework should be paramount in guiding the narrow
accounting approach to courses, enrollment, size, and degree offered.
            Respectfully submitted,
            Sincerely,

Luciano Minerbi, Dr. Arch, MUP
Professor Emeritus of Urban and Regional Planning
 University of Hawai'i at Mānoa
luciano@hawaii.edu

LATE TESTIMONY

mailto:luciano@hawaii.edu


9/16/2020 University of Hawaii Mail - Testimony in support of Theater and Dance

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1678041643043991498&simpl=msg-f%3A1678041643043991498 2/2

-- 
Luciano Minerbi, Dr. Arch. MUP, APA 
Professor Emeritus
Department of Urban and Regional Planning
Saunders Hall, 107
2424 Maile Way
University of Hawaiʻi, Honolulu, HI. 96926, USA
Tel. 808-956-7381; Fax 808-956-6870
e-mail: luciano@hawaii.edu
("Non dat veritas sine memoria" Latin Proverb)

Minerbi Letter to UHM BOR on T&D.pdf
56K

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2424+Maile+Way?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:luciano@hawaii.edu
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=149d04c7c3&view=att&th=174999fbd3f32fca&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_kf64c34r0&safe=1&zw


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Wed	Sept	16,	2020	
To:		 UHM	Board	of	Regent	Chair	and	Member,	
	 David	Lassner,	President,	UH	
	 Michael	Bruno,	Provost,	UHM	
	 Peter	Arnade,	Dean	CALL	
	
Testimony	in	support	of	fully	retaining	Theatre	and	Dance	at	UHM.	
	
Aloha	Everyone:	
	 	
I	am	glad	to	testify	in	support	of	Theatre	and	Dance	Departments	at	UHM.	
	 Theatre	and	Dance	degrees	should	be	retained	and	continued	at	UHM	at	the	
undergraduate	and	graduate	levels.				
	 Their	values	transcend	their	specific	field,	discipline,	and	traditions.		The	
history	of	ancient	and	contemporary	East-West	civilizations	cannot	be	explained	
without	cognition	of	theatre	and	dance.		Even	aside	their	intrinsic	artistic	and	
esthetic	values,	they	are	essential	to	human	development	and	the	formation	of	
societal	understanding.		They	are	highly	pedagogical	as	they	engage	in	religions,	
behavioral	health,	and	improved	societal	self-consciousness	and	reflection.	
	 Theatre	and	Dance	are	dialogic	and	effective	communication	enterprises	and	
endeavors	that	are	collegial	and	communal	and	they	greatly	train	people	through	
action	of	mind	and	body	to	collaboration,	coordination,	synchronism,	and	feedback	
interaction	and,	in	the	end,	enhanced	performance	and	creativity.			
	 Theatre	and	Dance	knowledge,	skills,	and	behaviors	are	essential	to	the	
functioning	of	a	healthy	society	in	its	many	realms	including	politics,	business,	and	
community	interaction.	
	 Theatre	and	Dance,	because	of	its	ingrained	East-West	setting	of	students	
and	faculty	is	what	distinguished	UHM	from	other	campuses.		
	 Theatre	and	Dance	not	only	keep	and	enhance	the	competiveness	nationally	
and	internationally	of	UHM	but	it	retains	the	attractiveness	and	livability	of	our	
campus	for	students	and	faculty	of	other	departments	and	colleges.		These	two	
Departments	should	be	supported,	continued	and	enhanced.	
	 The	above	consideration	and	evaluative	framework	should	be	paramount	in	
guiding	the	narrow	accounting	approach	to	courses,	enrollment,	size,	and	degree	
offered.		
	 Respectfully	submitted,		
	 Sincerely,	

	
Luciano	Minerbi,	Dr.	Arch,	MUP	
Professor	Emeritus	of	Urban	and	Regional	Planning	
	University	of	Hawai'i	at	Mānoa	
luciano@hawaii.edu	
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Devante Moore <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 2:29 PM
Reply-To: devantemoore808@gmail.com
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Devante  Moore

Email devantemoore808@gmail.com

Phone Number (808) 2255070

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

You NEED these kinds of programs so that you don’t
adults can stay on the right path. These things help not
only mental health but also physical as well. Keeping
these programs will save not only our school in the long
run but the students as well. I urge you to keep these
around and see the benefits and opportunities it brings
back to your school.

LATE TESTIMONY
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Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
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Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Devante  Moore

I am a UH Manoa: Supporter

Address City: 282& kaimuki ave
State / Province: Honolulu 
Country: United States

   

 
You can edit this submission and view all your submissions easily.
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Angela Nishimoto <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:10 PM
Reply-To: angelani@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Angela Nishimoto

Email angelani@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 5386850

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

I think this subject is a near-sighted cost-saving measure
which will decrease UHM's friendliness as an institution. I
am against this degradation of the quality of students'
education.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much

LATE TESTIMONY
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as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
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survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Angela Nishimoto

I am a UH Manoa: Alumni

Address City: Honolulu
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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Advocating for the UHM Department of Theatre + Dance
1 message

Donovan Oakleaf <donovan.oakleaf@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 11:57 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu,
parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu, efisher@hawaii.edu, Markus Wessendorf
<wessendo@hawaii.edu>

Aloha kākou,

Please consider this advocacy on behalf of the Department of Theatre + Dance:

I have benefited greatly - academically, artistically, professionally, and personally - from the Department of Theatre +
Dance at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. 

I may not bear an actual, proper duty to speak out against the proposed "stop-outs" affecting the Department but, in
human terms, it surely feels like I do.

I do not wonder whether the value of the Department of Theatre + Dance is clear to the top administrators of the
University: you were generous and supportive audience members - again and again - in the time I studied there.

I also do not envy you the difficult work of administration - especially not in this extraordinary period. No matter how wisely
and well you choose, you'll lose more than a few friends.

Even still, I urge you to spare the Department of Theatre + Dance from the proposed cuts and degree "stop-outs."

Whatever comes, let no one say support or loyalty for our Department was ever lacking - certainly from this deeply
grateful alumnus.

In humility and solidarity,

Donovan Oakleaf
M.F.A.; Theatre; 2019

LATE TESTIMONY
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1 message

Jonathan Osorio <osorio@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 11:44 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu
Cc: eschair@hawaii.edu

Please accept my testimony for public comment at tomorrow's meeting.

Dean Osorio, HSHK

BOR Letter 9-16-20.docx
239K

LATE TESTIMONY
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Hawai ‛inuiākea School  of  Hawaiian Knowledge 
Office of the Dean  

	
	
September	16,	2020	
 
Aloha e Chair Kudo and the University of Hawaiʻi Board of Regents 
 
I am taking this opportunity to testify to the importance of Ethnic Studies, Women’s Studies, Pacific 
Islands Studies and Hawaiian Knowledge at Mānoa. As dean of the Hawaiʻinuiākea School of 
Hawaiian Knowledge I am acutely aware of the financial distress facing the people of Hawaiʻi and 
all of the agencies, private and public, which have been economically threatened by the pandemic.  
 
As a scholar of the nineteenth and twentieth century history of Hawaiian society, I have studied the 
effects of multiple epidemics in Hawaiʻi on death and birthrates, education, health care, economics, 
government, resource management and confidence in leadership, concluding that the magnitude of 
those epidemics led to large scale transformations in demographics, economics, government and 
cultural resilience, especially among my Kānaka Maoli ancestors. 
 
A times such as these, it is particularly important for our educational institutions to sustain our 
connections to our histories and to be informed about how previous generations of people in Hawaiʻi 
have coped with sudden and sustained change in their lives and in their communities. So I believe 
that Hawaiian Knowledge, Ethnic Studies, Pacific Islands Studies and Women’s Studies, all of which 
narrate the stories and experiences of real people in the midst of trauma and change, are essential 
programs to the task of socializing our people and equipping them to be lifelong residents and 
contributors to the unique society that is Hawaiʻi. 
 
Just as important about those narratives of resiliency is the fact that all of these programs are rooted 
in concerns about social justice, equity, and human dignity and this kind of awareness is even more 
important for a population of more than a million people facing years of economic struggle and 
anxiety for the future. The qualities and values we must encourage are the ones that will enable us to 
meet these challenges with faith and confidence in one another.  
 
As we make decisions about “right sizing” this university, I strongly advocate for keeping these 
departments, programs and schools intact and  funded with the expectation that they will grow and 
continue to sustain the open, respectful and optimistic society that has defined Hawaiʻi for 
generations. 
 
Mahalo Nui 
 
 
 
Jonathan K Osorio, PhD 
Dean, Hawaiʻinuiākea School of Hawaiian Knowledge 
University of Hawaiʻi Mānoa 
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Save Dance at UH!
1 message

Amanda Ozaki <ozakiamanda@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:56 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu
Cc: mbruno2@hawaii.edu, covid19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu, efissher@hawaii.edu

I have a dear friend who was greatly impacted by Dance at UH. The program provided a home and does incredibly work
with important art and artists. Please save this valuable program! 

LATE TESTIMONY
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In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures Program at UH Mānoa -
Migdalia Pensado
1 message

Migdalia Pensado <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:12 PM
Reply-To: mtpensado746@gmail.com
To: david@hawaii.edu, mbruno@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, bor@hawaii.edu, jknutson@hawaii.edu

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures
Program at UH Mānoa

Name Migdalia  Pensado

Email mtpensado746@gmail.com

UHM Affiliation Student

Phone Number (503) 6073796

Date 10-10-1999

Letter Heading To:
UHM President, David Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown

I am writing in OPPOSITION to the reorganization of
CALL, the elimination of the Philippine Languages and
Literatures Program, and the general defunding of the
Arts & Humanities currently proposed at UHM.

The Philippine Languages and Literatures Program offers
two specializations, in Ilokano and Tagalog languages
and has been in existence since the 1970s. These
became degree-granting programs in the early 2000s
servicing the educational needs of heritage language
learners and non-heritage language learners alike.
Recognizing the importance of the Program within the
Academy as a service institution, the Board of Regents
granted the BA Program permanent status in 2013. The
BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures is founded on
the recognition of the academic, professional, and
personal needs of the community. Ilokano and Tagalog
are two of the languages most commonly spoken by
Filipinos in Hawaiʻi, where they make up 25% of the
state’s population and 11% of the UH Mānoa student
body. There is a larger community need for Ilokano and
Tagalog speakers, particularly for professionals in the
areas of education, business, health, and social and legal
services trained in Philippine history and cultures.

Cutting our BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures

LATE TESTIMONY
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will not save the University money. Since its birth, the
Philippine Languages and Literatures program is the
largest within the Dept. of IPLL. The program has grown
and maintained its growth with many majors and
graduates, course offerings, and full enrollment for the
majority of our classes. Currently, we have 30 majors and
25 minors in the Ilokano and Tagalog program combined.
Consistent with previous semesters, we currently offer 31
courses (17 IP, 4 ILO, and 10 FIL) which have strong
enrollments totaling 561 students. The courses offered in
the program have multiple focus designations which fulfill
the General Education requirements and focus
requirements of the University. Every semester, we have
multiple sections of several IP courses at maximum
capacity, averaging about 20 students per class every
semester. This semester alone we had 60+ students
waitlisted for our IP courses and we were unable to offer
them seats because we were not permitted to open up
more sections or hire more lecturers. This record shows
that the Philippine Languages and Literatures Program
helps our students fulfill their language requirement and
other GE requirements. In addition, full enrollment in our
courses shows that we are not a cost center, but rather
we draw in many tuition-paying students to our many
popular courses.

The cost-cutting policies that the University is trying to
implement have community-wide repercussions. It reveals
a larger societal practice of devaluing certain people,
cultures, and experiences. Recent data reveals that
Pacific Islanders and Filipinos have the highest COVID-19
contraction because they are deemed “essential workers”
and therefore are forced to work during the pandemic.
Overwhelmingly, Filipinos are frontline workers and are
overrepresented in the healthcare industry and in service
jobs in the tourist industry. This is why there is an extreme
health crisis in these communities. In addition, the
University is trying to remove the Philippine Languages
and Literatures program, which provides direct training for
students in maintaining literacy in their heritage
languages. This is not the way to support their lives and
sacrifices. In order for Hawaiʻi to sustain itself now and
recover in the future, it is necessary to support Filipinos,
Pacific Islanders, and Kānaka Maoli who are suffering
disproportionately during this pandemic. The pandemic
makes the failures of this colonial capitalist system
glaringly apparent, especially their lack of support for the
basic needs of the people. We urge the university not to
contribute to these failings but rather lead by example in
sustaining the people and aiding in the recovery of our
communities.

Additional Comments Save the degree programs! Cut funding from sports to
save academics! We come to UH to study!

Signature
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Foley Pfalzgraf <foleycp@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:31 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern,

The Ethnic Studies Department (ES) at UHM is an invaluable program that provides some of the most engaging and
critical thinking on campus. ES is the home of many celebrated faculty who are innovators across disciplines, continually
bringing fresh insights to complex topics such as racism, settler colonialism, feminism, and indigeneity. ES begins with a
lens of social justice, conducting research and teaching that actively seeks to dismantle oppression and build a better
future--this work is extremely necessary and important. 

As a graduate student at UHM, I believe our University is made more thoughtful, more critical, and more just through the
programming and leadership offered by the ES Department. ES has taken on a significant role in recent months
advocating for racial justice amidst our nation's reckoning with a racist past and present, acknowledging and condemning
anti-Asian sentiment following COVID-19's emergence, as well as facilitating important conversations around ongoing
colonization and the Thirty Meter Telescope. My scholarship would not be possible without the hard conversations ES has
led over the past fifty years. ES encourages us all to be more justice-minded, an orientation that is desperately needed in
our world today.

With all of the above in mind, I humbly request the following of the UH Board of Regents:

1. Provide evidence on how the option to “stop-out” ES will result in immediate projected savings.
2. Stop targeting Ethnic Studies and immediately withdraw the option to “stop-out” ES.

Stopping-out ES will likely only discourage students from declaring a major in the program since they are
unsure of it's future. A stop-out is an extremely damaging solution that does not actually present any
evidenced cost savings but is likely to damage the program immensely. Without strong evidence of the
validity of this approach, all proposals for a stop-out should be withdrawn.

Many institutions across the nation have proposed cuts to Ethnic Studies departments as a result of austerity measures.
However, I believe it is no coincidence that Ethnic Studies is disproportionately at risk; institutional racism remains
rampant and critical departments that actively seek to call out and deconstruct the prejudices and oppressions within our
University system are targeted for speaking the truth and advocating for their students. 

To close, Ethic Studies' motto, "Our Education, Our Way" simply asserts the importance of the department to campus.
Students, faculty, and community need spaces for critical thought and ES is essential for the growth of our community
intellectually and ethically.

Respectfully, 
Foley Pfalzgraf
-- 
Foley C. Pfalzgraf
PhD Candidate
Department of Geography
University of Hawaiʻi-Mānoa

LATE TESTIMONY
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Moani Pomare <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 11:22 AM
Reply-To: npomare@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Moani Pomare

Email npomare@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 2269027

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

Cutting these arts is not why I became a UH student. I
understand that this pandemic has hit us all hard, but
getting rid of these programs would hurt UH, not benefit it.
Mahalo for your time.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much

LATE TESTIMONY
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as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
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survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Moani Pomare

I am a UH Manoa: Student

Address City: Honolulu
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Sara Skinner Probst <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 4:02 PM
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KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Sara  Skinner Probst

Email skinnerprobst16@gmail.com

Phone Number (315) 6909501

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

I am a high school theater and technical theater teacher
in Orlando Florida. And every year I am so proud to share
with my students that I am an alumni of The University of
Hawaii at Manoa and their amazing theater and dance
program. Everything I have learned and all the successes
that I have had in my career is because of this program. I
have always been so proud to have graduated from the

LATE TESTIMONY
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school and this is the first time I have felt shame. To lose
the Southeast Asian theater program would be a
complete tragedy.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.
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It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Sara Probst

I am a UH Manoa: Alumni

Address City: 11713 peach grove lane
State / Province: Orlando 
Country: United States
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Dance education at U. of Hawaii Manoa

Cynthia Richards <crichar18@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 11:34 AM
To: david.lassner@hawaii.edu
Cc: mbruno2@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, efisher@hawaii.edu

Mr. David Lassner
President
University of Hawaii

Dear President Lassner:

It has come to my attention that budgetary constraints have brought under consideration the possible elimination of the
dance department at the University of Hawaii Manoa.  As someone who benefited greatly from the performing arts at
Washington University in St. Louis where I obtained my doctorate, I find it disturbing when I hear of any of the performing
arts being on the chopping block in higher education.  As I'm sure you well know, the arts are vital to our society, and with
all the psychological stress brought on by Covid, now perhaps even more than ever.  Please do the right thing and find a
way to keep the dance department alive at the University of Hawaii Manoa.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Richards, Ph.D.

LATE TESTIMONY
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures Program at UH Mānoa - Edmel
Ronquillo

Edmel Ronquillo <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:54 AM
Reply-To: edmel@hawaii.edu
To: david@hawaii.edu, mbruno@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu,
kondo@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, bor@hawaii.edu, jknutson@hawaii.edu

In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures
Program at UH Mānoa

Name Edmel Ronquillo

Email edmel@hawaii.edu

UHM Affiliation Student

Phone Number (206) 30309019

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President, David Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown

I am writing in OPPOSITION to the reorganization of
CALL, the elimination of the Philippine Languages and
Literatures Program, and the general defunding of the
Arts & Humanities currently proposed at UHM.

The Philippine Languages and Literatures Program offers
two specializations, in Ilokano and Tagalog languages
and has been in existence since the 1970s. These
became degree-granting programs in the early 2000s
servicing the educational needs of heritage language
learners and non-heritage language learners alike.
Recognizing the importance of the Program within the
Academy as a service institution, the Board of Regents
granted the BA Program permanent status in 2013. The
BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures is founded on
the recognition of the academic, professional, and
personal needs of the community. Ilokano and Tagalog
are two of the languages most commonly spoken by
Filipinos in Hawaiʻi, where they make up 25% of the
state’s population and 11% of the UH Mānoa student
body. There is a larger community need for Ilokano and
Tagalog speakers, particularly for professionals in the
areas of education, business, health, and social and legal
services trained in Philippine history and cultures.

Cutting our BA in Philippine Languages and Literatures
will not save the University money. Since its birth, the

LATE TESTIMONY
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Philippine Languages and Literatures program is the
largest within the Dept. of IPLL. The program has grown
and maintained its growth with many majors and
graduates, course offerings, and full enrollment for the
majority of our classes. Currently, we have 30 majors and
25 minors in the Ilokano and Tagalog program combined.
Consistent with previous semesters, we currently offer 31
courses (17 IP, 4 ILO, and 10 FIL) which have strong
enrollments totaling 561 students. The courses offered in
the program have multiple focus designations which fulfill
the General Education requirements and focus
requirements of the University. Every semester, we have
multiple sections of several IP courses at maximum
capacity, averaging about 20 students per class every
semester. This semester alone we had 60+ students
waitlisted for our IP courses and we were unable to offer
them seats because we were not permitted to open up
more sections or hire more lecturers. This record shows
that the Philippine Languages and Literatures Program
helps our students fulfill their language requirement and
other GE requirements. In addition, full enrollment in our
courses shows that we are not a cost center, but rather
we draw in many tuition-paying students to our many
popular courses.

The cost-cutting policies that the University is trying to
implement have community-wide repercussions. It reveals
a larger societal practice of devaluing certain people,
cultures, and experiences. Recent data reveals that
Pacific Islanders and Filipinos have the highest COVID-19
contraction because they are deemed “essential workers”
and therefore are forced to work during the pandemic.
Overwhelmingly, Filipinos are frontline workers and are
overrepresented in the healthcare industry and in service
jobs in the tourist industry. This is why there is an extreme
health crisis in these communities. In addition, the
University is trying to remove the Philippine Languages
and Literatures program, which provides direct training for
students in maintaining literacy in their heritage
languages. This is not the way to support their lives and
sacrifices. In order for Hawaiʻi to sustain itself now and
recover in the future, it is necessary to support Filipinos,
Pacific Islanders, and Kānaka Maoli who are suffering
disproportionately during this pandemic. The pandemic
makes the failures of this colonial capitalist system
glaringly apparent, especially their lack of support for the
basic needs of the people. We urge the university not to
contribute to these failings but rather lead by example in
sustaining the people and aiding in the recovery of our
communities.

Additional Comments The Philippine Languages and Literatures is not only a
program offered at the university, but a community and
family I have found myself in. To root myself in Hawai‘i
and in the community through the program has offered
me support and comfort during my time at the university.
My experience with the program has been impactful and
meaningful. I have not only had the opportunity to explore
my culture, but how that influences my views, education,
and experience as a First Generation Filipina. Budget
cuts within this department is detrimental to our history
and experience as a Filipino diaspora within Hawai‘i. Our
program has been the most foundational and influential
Philippines program that many schools across the nation
try to implement. My experience within higher education
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would not be the same without my courses that I have
taken through the PHLL program. Please consider how
taking our program only feeds into the Filipino experience
and cultural erasure.  

Signature

You can edit this submission and view all your submissions easily.
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Yukie Shiroma <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 11:23 AM
Reply-To: shiromay@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Yukie Shiroma

Email shiromay@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 7371846

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

As a 1987 MFA dance alumni of UHM, I went on to found
the Mid-Pacific Institute Dance Program and served as
Director of Dance for 20 years. I am currently a Dance
Lecturer in the Department of Theatre and Dance and
have been teaching Okinawan Dance for the last 7 years.
If we don't actively support the arts in Hawai‘i, we are
consciously ignoring the value of our unique place in the

LATE TESTIMONY
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world.  Education of our local students should be foremost
priority. We can survive this current health and economic
crisis, but it will require sacrifices from all of us!

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.
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It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Yukie Shiroma

I am a UH Manoa: Faculty Member

Address City: 99-440 Aiea Hgts. Dr.
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Carrie Siko <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 2:55 PM
Reply-To: contact@hawaiistateballet.com
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Carrie  Siko

Email contact@hawaiistateballet.com

Phone Number (808) 947-2755

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

As the owner of a local dance studio that has been in
business in Hawaii for nearly 40 years, I believe it would
be a travesty to cut the UH performing arts programs. We
have so many talented young artists on the island who
have the desire to continue to their studies at the
collegiate level. By limiting their opportunities at UH we
will be increasing the likelihood that our local students will

LATE TESTIMONY
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move to the mainland to pursuit their dreams. 

Many of our students who go on to earn their degrees in
other areas still choose to participate in dance classes at
UH and other universities as they greatly benefit both
physical and mental health.

We need to show support for the already
underappreciated and underfunded arts in Hawaii.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your



9/16/2020 University of Hawaii Mail - KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1678040515749744263&simpl=msg-f%3A1678040515749744263 3/3

homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Carrie  Siko

I am a UH Manoa: Supporter

Address City: 1500 Kapiolani Blvd, ste 204
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

MIRIAM STARK <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 3:43 PM
Reply-To: miriams@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name MIRIAM STARK

Email miriams@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 2329562

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

I also propose that we REDUCE the number of Executive
positions across our community colleges to preserve and
protect our teaching programs for our students. Please
protect programs that yield so much benefit for our
community and cost so little.

Turn first to reducing the administrative bloat across the

LATE TESTIMONY
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UH system. Cutting that bloat will not hurt our students,
but cutting Theater and Dance programs hurts the heart
and soul of our state.

Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.
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It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: MIRIAM STARK

I am a UH Manoa: Faculty Member

Address City: 500 University Avenue, Apt. 1437; Honolulu
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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In Support of the Philippine Languages & Literatures
Program at UH Mānoa

Name MIRIAM STARK

Email miriams@hawaii.edu

UHM Affiliation Faculty

Phone Number (808) 2329562

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President, David Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown

I write as Director of the Center for Southeast Asian
Studies to oppose your recommended elimination of the
Philippine Languages and Literatures Program.

Our Center's goal is to support Southeast Asian studies at
the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. That involves funding
students and faculty to study Southeast Asia, and
language competence lies at the core of good
scholarship. So we are delighted that enrollments in this
program have skyrocketed in recent years: the Philippine
Languages and Literature program is the most robust
Southeast Asian language program at UHM. Its two
specializations, Ilokano and Tagalog, not only serve
heritage learners (who comprise 25% of our current DOE
K-12 system in the state: parallel to the proportion of
Native Hawaiian kids in our DOE system). They also
serve graduate students who pursue doctoral research on
Philippine topics. From our Center's point of view -- and
from the federal DOE's point of view -- it is in fact our
Philippine Languages and Literature program that best
exemplifies our university's commitment to supporting
Southeast Asian Studies.

Our federal funding rests on our university's national
reputation in key areas that include Philippine Languages
and Literature.

LATE TESTIMONY
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You might also find it useful to consider that the
proportion of Filipino-heritage students now attending
college has risen considerably in the last 20 years: in
large part to the tireless efforts of generations of faculty
members and staff in this very program.

Supporting Philippine Languages and Literature is also
key to student retention at UHM. Please join me in
supporting this very important -- and growing -- program
and revise the recommendations that President Lassner
and Provost Bruno have made to eliminate this program.

Mahalo nui loa and maraming salamat.

Respectfully
Miriam Stark
Director, Center for Southeast Asian Studies
Professor, Anthropology 

Signature

You can edit this submission and view all your submissions easily.
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Attached please find testimony from me as an individual for tomorrow's BOR meeting.  

Testimony UH BOR C. Stephenson 9.16.20.docx
17K
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Testimony to the UH Board of Regents from Dr. Carolyn Stephenson (cstephen@hawaii.edu), in 
her individual capacity as a tenured faculty member at UH Mānoa, 9/16/20.  
 
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu 
 
The University of Hawai`i appears to be in deep crisis, and there appears to be no attempt at 
creating a joint vision of a quality university, nor practical steps to deal with the gashing wounds 
of the COVID-19 economy.  The plan issued Friday, Sept. 11, 2020, “UH Mānoa planning for 
post-pandemic Hawaii,” which provides for all kinds of cuts and rearrangements to academic 
curricula and departments, was issued by a small administrative “Budget Committee,” without 
consultation with faculty, and with consultation only with deans, most of whom in turn did not 
consult with faculty.  There is little rationale provided (references to the Mānoa Institutional 
Research Office are not a rationale), and there are no indications that these recommendations 
have anything to do with the fiscal crisis in which we find ourselves, as they contain no 
indication whatsoever of what the purported cost savings associated with the cuts might be. 
Many of the recommendations are not new and were already present in previous university 
documents from the Administration about reorganizing the Mānoa campus. The Administration’s 
report has produced chaos. It will certainly not lead to greater efficiency or effectiveness. The 
overall effect of this process, in addition to destroying the morale of the very faculty you need to 
make this university a success, is likely to be lower rankings and lower prestige for UH Mānoa, 
the flagship campus of the UH system.   
 
The major problem in these recommendations is not only that they do virtually nothing to stop 
the bleeding, but that they also gut the essential elements of what makes this a university, rather 
than a technical vocational school. UH Mānoa has more to offer than just workforce 
development.  We are the only major university for miles around, and we need to provide a solid 
quality education to all the residents of the state, so that they don’t have to go elsewhere for a 
good education.  We need out-of-state and international students, not only for the money the 
Administration acknowledges they bring but, more importantly, for the diversity they bring, 
which helps to further educate us.   
 
The most severe problem in this “plan” is that it hits hard at the liberal arts.  The liberal arts help 
us to run a good society, educating citizens and leaders in politics, economics, the sciences, and 
the whole civil society.  In the liberal arts we learn from history and the natural and social 
sciences and arts and humanities how to research well, write well, think well, argue well, and 
live meaningful lives.  We learn about other places and times, and learn to apply this to the 
current time and place and to construct our futures.   
 
Employers, when surveyed, indicate that they value the ability to write, speak, and to do critical 
thinking more than specific skills associated with a particular profession. In a survey of 
employers conducted in 2013 on behalf of the Association of American Colleges and 
Universities, researchers found that:  
 Employers recognize capacities that cut across majors as critical to a candidate’s 
 potential for career success, and they view these skills as more important than a student’s 
 choice of undergraduate major.   



 Nearly all those surveyed (93%) agree, “a candidate’s demonstrated capacity to think 
 critically, communicate clearly, and solve complex problems is more important than their 
 undergraduate major.”  More than nine in ten of those surveyed say it is important that 
 those they hire demonstrate ethical judgment and integrity; intercultural skills; and the 
 capacity for continued new learning.  More than three in four employers say they want 
 colleges to place more emphasis on helping students develop five key learning outcomes, 
 including: critical thinking, complex problem-solving, written and oral communication, 
 and applied knowledge in real-world settings.   
   
The report continues:  
 Employers recognize the importance of liberal education and the liberal arts.   
 The majority of employers agree that having both field-specific knowledge and skills and 
 a broad range of skills and knowledge is most important for recent college graduates to 
 achieve long-term career success. Few think that having field-specific knowledge and 
 skills alone is what is most needed for individuals’ career success.   
 Eighty percent of employers agree that, regardless of their major, every college student 
 should acquire broad knowledge in the liberal arts and sciences.  
 
Not only are the liberal arts essential to the whole society, but even for those who are narrowly 
focused on individual earnings and the individual return on investment of a college education, a 
liberal arts education does pay off.  Georgetown University’s Center on Education and the 
Workforce issued detailed rankings of 4,500 colleges, based on federal data, and concluded that, 
while a four-year liberal arts education may mean lower earnings right out of college, that “After 
a decade, the value of the combination of specific and general learning begins to outperform the 
more specific learning,” according to Tony Carnevale, director of the Center. In the Chronicle of 
Higher Education (January 31, 2020), Lynn Pasquerella, president of the Association of 
American Colleges and Universities, and former president of Mount Holyoke College, pointed 
out that “STEM fields are becoming intertwined with the liberal arts, scientists are expected to 
understand the ethical implications of their work, and those in the arts are being asked to convey 
scientific ideas to the public.”   
 
The UH Administration plan, “UH Mānoa planning for post-pandemic Hawaii,” does not show 
any awareness of these findings, or of the general importance of the liberal arts. In the Star 
Advertiser article 9/16/20, “UH might cut religion, journalism degrees,” there is discussion of 
UH Manoa cutting degrees in religion, journalism, dance, and German, as well as eliminating the 
Matsunaga Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution and the Public Policy Center. But the plan 
also includes proposals to stop-out programs in microbiology and botany and admissions to the 
MS in Public Health, and many other curricular reorganizations, most of which do not seem to 
have anything to do with cutting costs, or with efficiency or effectiveness, let alone continuing 
and building a quality university for our state. It is hoped that the Board of Regents will remind 
the UH Administration of the importance of a broad curriculum, including the liberal arts, and 
the importance of consulting the faculty in any proposed changes in curriculum.  
 
 
 



 

 
 



9/16/2020 University of Hawaii Mail - Testimony to BOR from UHMFS Committee on Academic Policy and Planning

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1678029374759053760&simpl=msg-f%3A1678029374759053760 1/1

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

Testimony to BOR from UHMFS Committee on Academic Policy and Planning
1 message

Carolyn Stephenson <cstephen@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 11:58 AM
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

Attached please find testimony for the Board of Regents meeting tomorrow from the UH Manoa Faculty Senate's
Committee on Academic Policy and Planning.  

This is official testimony submitted after a unanimous vote of the committee.

CAPP testimony to BOR 9.16.20 on Senate Letterhead.pdf
124K
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Testimony from the UH Mānoa Faculty Senate Committee on Academic Policy and Planning (CAPP) to the 
Board of Regents September 16, 2020. 
 
To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu 
 
From: Carolyn Stephenson, Chair of CAPP (cstephen@hawaii.edu)  
Official testimony from CAPP on behalf of the Committee.  
  
The UH Mānoa Faculty Senate Committee on Academic Policy and Planning (CAPP) brings to the Board of 
Regents its concerns over academic governance over curricular issues in the face of the website “UH Mānoa 
planning for post pandemic Hawai‘i,” unveiled Friday Sept. 11, 2020 by the Mānoa Provost and “Budget 
Committee.”  Among these concerns are lack of transparency in the development of the proposals on that 
website, and the fact that these proposals for curricular reorganization were proposed by an administrative 
committee without any faculty guidance. 
  
CAPP requests that the UH Mānoa administration present to the Mānoa faculty and its agent, the Mānoa Faculty 
Senate, in a fully transparent manner, any proposed creation or termination, or any other change, of any 
academic program, whether under budget crisis conditions or otherwise, and the specific rationale for each and 
any such change, so that the Senate can exercise its oversight over establishment and modification of degree 
programs and curricula. 
  
CAPP requests that the Board of Regents direct the University administration to refer the following topics to 
the Senate for review by its appropriate committees: “Initiation, review, and evaluation of proposed, 
probationary, or established research, instructional and academic programs.”  
  
The following documents can help shed light on the respective roles of administration and faculty.  They should 
govern any consideration of the Provost’s/Budget Committee’s proposals.  
  
 “The role of a university faculty governance organization is to advise the administration (primarily at the 
campus and unit level) on matters impacting and/or relating to the development and maintenance of academic 
policy and standards to the end that quality education is provided, preserved, and improved” according to UH 
Board of Regents Policy 1.21. 
  
The Mānoa Faculty Senate has “the responsibility to speak for the faculty on academic policy matters such as: 
(1) Determining the initiation, review, and evaluation of proposed, probationary, or authorized research, 
instructional, and academic programs.”  
(BOR Policy 1.21, B.3.b) 
  
“The faculty has primary responsibility for such fundamental academic areas as curriculum content, subject 
matter, and methods of instruction and research.” (UH Mānoa Faculty Senate Charter Preamble) 
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Among the duties of the UHMFS Committee on Academic Policy and Planning are to provide oversight and 
make recommendations on the “establishment and modification of degree programs and curricula.” (UHMFS 
Bylaws, Article IV, Section 1, g) 
  
The February 5, 2015 agreement between UHPA, the Faculty Senates, and Administration (UHPA/BOR 
Contract, section R-20, Part 1) specifies that: “The University will refer the following topics to Senates …. 

1)    Initiation, review, and evaluation of proposed, probationary, or established research, 
instructional and academic programs.” 

  
Thus the Committee on Academic Policy and Planning of the Mānoa Faculty Senate asserts the importance of 
faculty oversight of all academic programs at UH Mānoa, including the “Initiation, review, and evaluation of 
proposed, probationary, or established research, instructional and academic programs.” 
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September 16, 2020

Dear President Lassner:

I received my MFA in Theatre and Dance at University of Hawai’i and recently
endowed a scholarship fund in honor of my late mother. I am writing to voice my
vehement opposition to preliminary plans to eliminate the dance and theatre
program. My education at the University prepared me to build a flourishing career in
both arts administration and communications.

The program’s exemplary teachers and unique courses instilled the values of
discipline, collaboration and creativity. It also opened my eyes to the role of dance in
cultures worldwide. As Executive Director for a Honolulu arts nonprofit, I constantly
drew upon what I’d learned as a graduate student. Among other things, I served as
executive producer on the first “Great Performances” featuring hula kahiko and on a
program showcasing traditional dances of the Pacific. With Hawai‘i now set to host
the next Festival of Pacific Arts, it seems the University should be looking for ways to
enhance this vital program rather than eliminate it.

Last year, I endowed a scholarship at the University in honor of my late mother’s
teaching career at Kapi’olani Community College. She was the first in her family to
graduate college and often said that her education at University of Hawai’i
transformed her life. The University – and its Dance program – had a similarly
profound effect on me, prompting my decision to give.

I believe in the University of Hawai’i is uniquely positioned to serve the diverse array
of talents that define our community, including our deeply held love of dance. I hope

LATE TESTIMONY
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you will reconsider the elimination of Theatre and Dance and continue to support this
essential program.

 

Sincerely,

Carlyn L. Tani
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Testerman, Adam <testermana@william.jewell.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:24 AM
To: "david@hawaii.edu" <david@hawaii.edu>, "david.lassner@hawaii.edu" <david.lassner@hawaii.edu>
Cc: "mbruno2@hawaii.edu" <mbruno2@hawaii.edu>, "COVID19@hawaii.edu" <COVID19@hawaii.edu>,
"bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>, "parnade@hawaii.edu" <parnade@hawaii.edu>,
"tbrislin@hawaii.edu" <tbrislin@hawaii.edu>, "kondo@hawaii.edu" <kondo@hawaii.edu>, "wessendo@hawaii.edu"
<wessendo@hawaii.edu>, "iezzi@hawaii.edu" <iezzi@hawaii.edu>, "efisher@hawaii.edu" <efisher@hawaii.edu>

Hello,

I know this is a difficult time – colleges and universities are each reckoning with impossible circumstances,
my institution included.  I write you today to offer my sincere and strong support for the Dance program at
the University of Hawaii.  My great friend, Joe Provencher, is lucky enough to have received tutelage under
one of the leader’s of this program – his Mom Betsy Fisher!  What may be difficult to see from your
perspective is the incredible ways the Dance program has influenced so many people beyond the reaches
of the classrooms at UH.  Joe and I have worked at Debate programs in Oregon and Texas for the past
decade and have used many of the core pedagogical ideas generated from UH Dance to guide our students
to success.  The Dance program cultivates a unique way of understanding, preserving, and teaching culture
– it generates critical insights into the people of this world and the beauty of human expression.  Beyond the
many technical details of dance they advance, the ideas have reached audiences around the United States.
Our students have been able to consider so many important ideas and found ways to express them that
helped them become fuller human beings, as a direct result of the kinds of teaching UH Dance sustains.

There are many programs that need support in these times and I hope they each have their advocates.  I’m
writing to express my hope that UH will preserve its incredible Dance program, because it has touched my
life – it has done so without me ever having step foot on campus.  In these ways, the Dance programs
builds support for UH and the unique/important investments it makes into this world.  This world needs these
kinds of programs, now more than ever. 

With my sincere appreciation for your time,

Adam Testerman

LATE TESTIMONY
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Hi, my name is Skyler Walker. I am currently a senior attending the University of Texas at Tyler. It has come to my
attention that  the University of Hawaii is planning to cut their Dance program. I never attended, or was employed, by
Dance at UH, but it seems that the fact that I was made aware of the notoriety and reputation of a Dance program 3500
miles away speaks volumes for the value and cultural impact that it has for those affected by it. I urge you to reconsider
the cuts that are being made to this program.

LATE TESTIMONY
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To: bor.testimony@hawaii.edu

I will make this brief, please listen. Students, Faculty, and the Community all need Indo-Pacific Languages and Literatures
in this time of crisis to build up education as an alternative to cultural poverty starvation. IPLL faculty are giving the
emerging leaders of the next generation functional skills, and a synthesis between traditional knowledge, and innovative
technologies—the future is in people who are trained in regional languages, and they will turn education into a new form
of work and bring revenue to Hawaii in a different form.

Side with the knowledge IPLL supports a stronger economy in the long run, and essential human beings in the short term.

Sincerely,
Lisa Widdison
Lecturer, PhD Candidate
Department of Philosophy
UH Manoa

LATE TESTIMONY
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Save Dance at University of Hawaii
1 message

Richelle Wilson <richellehall@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:09 AM
To: david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu
Cc: Mbruno2@hawaii.edu, covid19@hawaii.edu, bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu

To whom it may concern, 

Please support the dance program at the University of Hawaii. It a so valuable! 

Sincerely,

Richelle Wilson

-- 
J. Richelle Wilson

(806)544-9326 cell
richellehall@gmail.com

We cannot become what we want to by remaining what we are.

LATE TESTIMONY

mailto:richellehall@gmail.com


9/16/2020 University of Hawaii Mail - KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=149d04c7c3&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1678018657566253029&simpl=msg-f%3A1678018657566253029 1/3

BOR Testimony <bortest2@hawaii.edu>

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the proposed cuts.

Kylie Yamanouchi <noreply@jotform.com> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 9:08 AM
Reply-To: kylieyam@hawaii.edu
To: mhou@hawaii.edu, david@hawaii.edu, david.lassner@hawaii.edu, mbruno2@hawaii.edu, COVID19@hawaii.edu,
bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, parnade@hawaii.edu, tbrislin@hawaii.edu, kondo@hawaii.edu, iezzi@hawaii.edu,
efisher@hawaii.edu, wessendo@hawaii.edu

KEEP THEATRE AND DANCE AT UHM- I strongly oppose the
proposed cuts.

Name Kylie Yamanouchi

Email kylieyam@hawaii.edu

Phone Number (808) 2080383

Date 09-16-2020

Letter Heading To:
UHM President David President Lassner

CC:
UHM Provost, Michael Bruno
The Board of Regents
Dean of CALL, Peter Arnade
Associate Dean of CALL, Tom Brislin
Associate Dean of CALL, Kimi Kondo-Brown
Associate Chair of Theatre, Julie Iezzi
Associate Chair of Dance, Betsy Fisher
Chair of Theatre and Dance, Markus Wessendorf 
Dear President Lassner,

I write to STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed elimination
of degree programs in Dance (BA, BFA, MA, MFA) and
Theatre (MA, Ph.D., reduction of MFA tracks).

To take the place of the elimination of these degree
programs, instead, I urge:

-Austerity Pay-cuts for all UH Manoa and UH System
administrators earning over $250,000 per year, as this
measure is consistent with the pandemic response plans
at other universities.

-The implementation of UH faculty, student, and
community counter proposals to preserve Theatre and
Dance degree programs within the College of Arts,
Languages, and Letters.

Please add your
additional comments:

I took a theatre class and have attended numerous UH
Manoa performances during my college schooling.
Although I am not a theatre major myself, I found myself
enjoying what the theatre department had to offer and I
believe it is important to keep theatre programs available
not only to the department's students, but for all students
at UH.

LATE TESTIMONY
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Letter Body: Proposals to cut these programs identify "small size" as
the reasoning to "stop-out" certain degree tracks,
however despite UHM's overall enrollment being as much
as one-third of peer and benchmark schools on the
continent, UHM Theatre and Dance programs produce a
comparable number of graduates every year. 

Your report on proposed cuts to programs in the College
of Arts, Languages and Letters (CALL) even states that,
"The 100-level dance and technique courses do not count
towards the BA/BFA degrees. These are taught by
lecturers and a few GAs. Given that these are not taught
by tenure-track faculty, the classes are relatively
inexpensive to continue. The courses are popular." The
said lecturers and GAs represent those trained by the UH
Manoa tenured and tenure-track dance faculty. This
statement reveals that even if you don't value the
contributions of dance graduate students and faculty
enough to continue the dance department for future
student generations, you certainly value the money that
their teaching brings to this university. Your proposal
shamelessly contributes to the exploitation of adjunct
labor to teach "inexpensive" courses, while overlooking
the fact that these dance professionals represent the
artistic lineage of the dance MFA program, and the
undergraduate dance program.

President Lassner, how can you propose to cut the
university's dance programs after your own dance training
and your oft-stated belief in the value of hula? Your
proposed cuts diminish the significance of dance and
theatre within this community, including its importance as
a place-based form of Indigenous knowledge. 

The proposed cuts to Dance and Theatre form, in
conjunction with many of your other proposed cuts and
consolidations, a pattern that perpetuates histories of
racism and colonialism. As with Dance and Theatre,
Women's Studies, Ethnic Studies, are fields where
women, BIPOC and other under-represented populations
in academia find leadership and pathways to support our
the state with needed community-directed research
projects, as well as help to build a resilient workforce that
could serve the local economy. These cuts are directly in
conflict with UH Manoa's stated commitment to deliver "a
multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles
of sustainability and the essence of aloha." 

These so-called "budget cuts" are, in fact, cuts that will
end our artistic genealogies and histories, and sever the
next generation from being nurtured by the legacy of local
artistry that only exists in Hawai'i. Your cuts tell local
creatives, arts educators, and stewards of knowledge,
"You have no place in this state. You must leave your
homes, your communities, and the people you hope to
empower, in order to receive a higher education."

It is shameful that Executive Management propose these
devastating cuts while preserving your own and Executive
Management's inflated salaries.

It is a shame that your administration is, under the cloak
of COVID-19 and the decline in tourism revenue,
proposing these program eliminations, rather than leading
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Hawai'i through our present crisis by putting UH at the
helm, and working together to pivot these islands toward
establishing a more sustainable and public-serving way to
survive and thrive. 

I look forward to the swift and imminent withdrawal of
these proposed cuts, and to hearing future news of your
plans to preserve the Dance and Theatre degree tracks,
in an ongoing conversation with the community you have
been tasked to serve.

Signature

Name: Kylie Yamanouchi

I am a UH Manoa: Student

Address City: Kailua
State / Province: HI
Country: United States
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Sept 17 meeting: Re-organization
1 message

Esme Yokooji <eyokooji@hawaii.edu> Wed, Sep 16, 2020 at 8:19 AM
To: "bor.testimony@hawaii.edu" <bor.testimony@hawaii.edu>

Aloha,

My name is Esme Yokooji, I am a senior in the Ethnic Studies program and a soon to be certificate holder in the Women’s
studies program. I am testifying against attempts at re-organization for my departments as well as the Philippine
Language and Culture program and the possible dissolution of the dance program. Since the creation of the Ethnic and
Women’s Studies departments at UH Mānoa, administration has sought to dissolve and undermine our programs multiple
times across the last 5 decades. Our programs do not simply serve UH students, they serve communities across Hawai’i.
Our programs have served as a seat for activism and community organizing. The constant threat of re-organization is
disrespectful because it undermines the vital work our professors and students do in service of our community and the
greater theoretical and ideological contributions we make in the realm of social justice and equality. In the past year this
university has clearly demonstrated they lack commitment to decolonization with their stance on Mauna Kea and the
frequent acts of harassment they have leveled against Kānaka Maoli students and faculty. It is then no surprise that they
would continuously attack departments that have showed a commitment to a Decolonial praxis. While our programs may
not boast a great deal of majors, our classes change students lives. I have been a TA in multiple Ethnic Studies 101
courses and watched as students develop a complex and nuanced understanding of intersectional oppression over the
semester and leave our courses with a sense of responsibility to their communities and to social justice. I have seen
students find community and confront generational trauma in our courses. I have witnessed  students of color  feel safe
and feel heard in our courses, a rare feeling for many students of color at UH Mānoa. In a similar fashion women’s studies
at UH is built around intersectionality, I have personally had the privilege and joy to learn from esteemed women of color
and engage in a feminist rhetoric built around the contributions of Black and Indigenous Women of Color and not based in
the experiences of White women. As an indigenous women of color these two programs have fostered my growth as a
student and given me the tools to confront the social void I am graduating into. As for the Dance program at UH Mānoa,
the Okinawan dance class I took was one of the few spaces I have been able to practice Okinawan language and connect
with fellow Okinawans in celebration and generation of our culture. Dance does not exist in a void, it is political and
cultural, it has been a generative space for so many students. It is vital, and unlike the astronomy program at UH, it is not
complicit in cultural desecration. As someone who has fought to have Okinawan language taught without a Japanese pre-
requisite, which is inherently colonial, I understand the importance of being able to take your native language and learn
about your culture in a University setting. I am not Filipino, but I stand with Filipino students and their right to have a
program that enshrines their culture and linguistic contributions to the world. I love the University of UH Mānoa, I love this
place because I have experienced so much joy and support in my programs, because I have found my people in the halls
of this university. I ask that administration to stop attacking the aspects of their university that are so dear and so integral
to the development of their students. 

Mahalo, 

Esme Yokoojio
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