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March 20, 2017 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Vice Presidents  
  Chancellors  
  State Director for Career and Technical Education  
  RCUH Executive Director 
  UH Foundation President 
 
FROM:  David Lassner  
   
SUBJECT: 2017 HAWAI‘I FOODBANK FOOD DRIVE 
 
 
The Hawai‘i Foodbank has kicked off its Annual State Employees Food Drive, which runs 
through May 19, 2017.  I encourage your participation in this very worthy cause that helps to 
serve Hawai‘i’s needy, including nearly 50,000 children, 46,000 elderly, plus homeless, disabled 
and working poor families, and others needing temporary assistance.  The Foodbank helps 
287,000 hungry residents - nearly 20 percent of our Stateʻs population.  
 
The University of Hawai‘i is the largest contributor to this annual event.  Last year, state 
employees donated a total of 61,578 pounds of food and $154,639 in cash.  UH employees 
accounted for more than 8,300 pounds of food (13% of the State’s total) and over $38,378 in 
cash (25% of the State’s total).  The University of Hawai‘i ‘ohana truly made a difference!  
 
The Foodbank's goal this year is to raise 61,000 pounds of food and $154,000.  The top 5 most 
wanted items are financial contributions, canned meats/tuna, canned meals, canned vegetables 
or fruits, and rice. 
 
Please designate an overall campus/unit coordinator by Tuesday, March 28, and forward their 
name and contact information to the system co-coordinators, Stephanie Kim at 
scskim@hawaii.edu or Mark Au at mgsau@hawaii.edu.  All O‘ahu UH coordinators are urged to 
attend an organizational meeting on Friday, March 31, at 10:00am in Bachman 113 on the UH 
Mānoa campus.  Information and material on the UH drive will be provided. 
 
Neighbor island coordinators will be referred to their respective Hawai‘i Food Banks (Hawai‘i – 
The Food Basket; Kaua‘i – Hawai‘i Foodbank-Kaua‘i Branch; Maui – Maui Food Bank) to 
coordinate neighbor island Food Drive activities.  Although neighbor island drives are 
coordinated locally, money and food collected will still count towards the University’s total effort.  
 
Should you or your designated Food Drive coordinator have any questions, please contact 
Stephanie Kim at 956-4250 or Mark Au at 956-6423. 
 
Thank you for your generous support of this annual event, and I look forward to another 
successful UH food drive.  
 


