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This annual fall report provides a snapshot of the University of Hawai‘i system distance learning 
program.  It reports on program offerings and enrollments.  Detailed data display classes and registrations 
by originating and receiving sites and by modes of delivery. 
 
The data are solicited from the ten campuses of the University of Hawai‘i and rely on internal 
data-gathering procedures and systems.  Distance delivery includes off-site delivery, in which faculty 
drive or fly or are hired to teach at a site other than their home campus, and technology-assisted delivery.  
The breakdown by mode of technology-assisted delivery includes:  ITV(2-way interactive video, which 
combines data for HITS and Skybridge), online (which includes Internet and WWW), cable television, 
and mixed modes, in which two or more modes, or new modes of technology such as DVD, are used.  
 
TABLE 1.  PROGRAMS BY ORIGINATING UNIT AND RECEIVE SITE 
 
Table 1 lists UH distance-delivered programs by originating unit and receive site. 
 
Highlights: 
 
• In fall 2002 the University of Hawai‘i offered 54 credentials in its distance learning program.  Some 

of the credentials were offered by more than one campus. 
 
• UH Mānoa offered 17 credentials (bachelors, masters, and two graduate certificates).  Mānoa campus 

distance learning data is provided for those courses/programs that are facilitated by Outreach College 
and those courses/programs that have identified themselves to the Master Scheduling Group.  Note 
that UHM students enrolling in two-way video and/or online classes and registering through UHM’s 
regular day program are reported here when identifiable. Mānoa added several new programs:  BS 
Nursing, MA Accounting, and the Certificate in TIM; and they graduated the current cohort of 
students in the MBA progam.. 

 
• UH Hilo began a distance delivered BA in Psychology program in fall 2002.   Prerequisite lower 

division courses were identified and developed by Maui Community College and Hawai‘i 
Community College faculty with funding from the OVPAA. 

 
• UH-West O‘ahu continued to offer its BA in Social Sciences and BA in Business Administration 

degrees and offered another round of the very successful online Certificate in Substance Abuse and 
Alcohol Addiction.  These programs were delivered statewide. 

 
• The UH Community Colleges began the third year of the distance-delivered Associate in Arts (AA); 

it is offered via multiple modes of delivery.  The UHCCs also offer distance certificates and other 
AA/AS degrees.  

 
• A more detailed Rolling Plan of Program Offerings for 2003-2006 is available from the Office of the 

Vice President for Academic Affairs. 
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TABLE 2.  ENROLLMENTS:  CLASSES AND REGISTRATIONS BY ORIGINATING 
CAMPUS AND DELIVERY METHOD 
 
Table 2 summarizes the total number of distance learning classes and registrations from the 
perspective of each originating campus.  All ten campuses offer distance learning programs, and 
this table indicates the extent of this activity and the various modes of delivery.  The modes of 
delivery in Table 2 are subdivided by off-site classes and technology-delivered classes.  The 
technology-delivered classes are then subdivided by 2-way interactive video (ITV), online, cable, 
and mixed modes. 
 
Highlights: 
 
• For fall 2002 UH sites reported offering 575 classes with 8,299 registrations.1  The number of 

registrations is a 13% increase when compared to fall 2001.  Registrations are duplicated head counts, 
i.e. an individual may be taking more than one course.  Based on an earlier analysis, it can be 
estimated that on average a student takes 1.6 distance learning classes.2  Using this formula, there 
were nearly 5,187 head count enrollments in distance delivered classes in the fall 2002 semester. 

 
• UH Hilo reported 275 class registrations in 15 classes.  UH Mānoa had 1,767 registrations in 177 

classes.  UH-West O‘ahu had 435 registrations in 17 classes.  The Community College system had 
5,822 registrations in 471 classes. 

 
• This is the first year that the number of registrations in technology-assisted classes is higher than off-

site delivered classes:  4259:4040. 
. 
 
TABLE 3.  ENROLLMENTS:  CLASSES AND REGISTRATIONS BY RECEIVE SITE 
AND DELIVERY METHOD 
 
Table 3 summarizes distance learning activity from the perspective of receive sites.  The level of activity 
by site is an indicator of the support required at receive sites and the number of enrolled students who 
have access to higher education opportunities delivered in their community or geographic area.  The total 
number of classes by receive site includes duplications because a class may be received at more than one 
site.  Receive site data serves as the benchmark for annual distance learning analysis. 
  
Highlights: 
 
• Despite a decrease of 21 classes reported by the receive sites, there was a 13% increase in 

registrations.  This information provides the university with a picture of where it is expanding access 
to higher education opportunities and how well it is meeting its goal to increase access in terms of 
registration counts. 

 
• 793 classes were received at sites with 8,299 registrations.  Receive sites include UH campuses, 

University Centers, education centers, military bases, correctional institutions and other facilities 
arranged by the university.  Table 3 lists three sites for the island of Hawai‘i in order to track 

                                                 
1 This year’s number of classes is a more accurate count.  In previous years some classes were duplicated in the 
campus reports. 
2 Study by Greg Sakaguchi of over 3,000 students taking distance-delivered classes in 1998. 
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development in major geographic areas on that island.  The unspecified site category is for students 
registered in online classes who are not necessarily at any one site:  students may be in-state or out-
of-state. 

 
CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS 
 
The primary purpose of distance learning at the University of Hawai‘i is to provide increased access to 
higher educational opportunity for the people of Hawai‘i.3  The major target populations for distance 
learning are students on the neighbor islands who do not have access to programs offered on another 
island; who do not have access to a college or university on their island, such as Lāna‘i and Moloka‘i; 
and/or who would have to drive for more than an hour to a campus, such as in West and North Hawai‘i.  
 
Table 1 lists the number of bachelors and masters degrees received on Kaua‘i, in Maui County, and in 
West and North Hawai‘i where there are no four-year universities.  Table 3 reports that Kaua‘i received 
70 classes with 354 registrations; Maui received 126 classes with 962 registrations; Lāna‘i received 21 
classes with 78 registrations; Moloka‘i received 73 classes with 632 registrations; West Hawai‘i received 
107 classes with 1098 registrations; and North Hawai‘i received 5 classes with 58 registrations.  UH is 
meeting the needs of approximately 1,989 students who were able to enroll in University of Hawai‘i 
classes on the neighbor islands because of the UH distance learning program.4  These students are served 
and supported by the staff of the University Centers and education centers.  
 
In addition, UH provides higher education opportunities to rural areas on O‘ahu and, in fall 2002, 40 
students registered for classes in Leeward Community College’s new program to correctional facilities.   
The University of Hawai‘i also provides higher education opportunities to the military.  There were 70 
classes that lead to certificate and associate degrees offered at O‘ahu military bases with 1,261 
registrations, an increase of 13.5%. 
 
The University of Hawai‘i is also advancing the second major goal for distance learning:  to strengthen 
UH’s Asia/Pacific focus and leadership role in bridging East and West.  There were 18 classes taught 
face-to-face in Pacific and Asian countries with 312 registrations.  In addition, there were 75 online 
courses involving 718 enrollments that were delivered to unspecified receive sites, i.e. the campuses 
could not readily identify from where the student was taking the class.  These enrollments could be 
in-state or out-of-state.5 
 
The number of off-site classes and 2-way interactive video classes increased over last year.  Classes 
doubled-up to use ITV prime time blocks and some classes opted for day-time hours.  There were 538 
registrations in 2-way interactive video classes offered at a distance.  Students attending in the origination 
site studio classroom with the instructor are not tabulated in this distance learning report.  Online classes 
and registrations continue to increase:  318 classes involving 2,754 registrations, reflecting a 44% 
increase in registration.6  Most of these classes are taken by UH students in-state who may also be 
enrolled in regular on-campus classes. 
 

 
3 Executive Policy 5.204 Distance Learning Plans, Policy, and Procedures. 
4 Sakaguchi formula (1998). 
5 See Table 3 last row. 
6 Comparing online classes in Table 2, Fall 2001 (corrected to 175) and Fall 2002 (192), there was a 10% increase in 
the number of classes offered by the originating campuses.   
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