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Abstract 
 
During his relatively brief public ministry, Jesus of Nazareth preached the nearness of the 
Kingdom of God through parables, healings, exorcism and table fellowship.  However, Jesus 
did not formulate a systematic philosophical framework underpinning his preaching.  
 
In the words of Pope John Paul II, Christianity is thus founded on “an encounter, unique in 
kind, which discloses a mystery hidden for long ages (cf. 1 Cor 2:7; Rom 16:25-26) but which 
is now revealed: “In his goodness and wisdom, God chose to reveal himself and to make 
known to us the hidden purpose of his will (cf. Eph 1:9), by which, through Christ, the Word 
made flesh, man has access to the Father in the Holy Spirit and comes to share in the divine 
nature” (Fides et Ratio, 1998 [7]).  Accordingly, "Christianity is not the result of an ethical 
choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new 
horizon and a decisive direction" (Deus Caritas Est, 2006 [1]). 
 
According to tradition, in his first "sermon" after enlightenment, Siddhartha Gautama, the 
Buddha taught the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path.  Over the next 40 years of his 
public ministry, the Buddha taught a systematic philosophy explaining the truth of suffering 
(dukkha), the truth of the cause of suffering, the truth of the cessation of suffering and the 
truth of the path that leads to the cessation of suffering, known as the eightfold path. 
(Saccavibhanga Sutta, Majjhima Nikaya 141). 
 
In this theological thought experiment, I speculate on how the Christian message might 
appear if, in the words of Deus Caritas Est, "the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction" is conceptualised in terms of the Four 
Noble Truths of Christianity. 


