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Since their debut in the early 1990s, Sudden Rush, a Kanaka Maoli all-male rap group, has 
created songs that have deliberately advocated for the active decolonization of Hawai’i. In 
late 2002, Sudden Rush released their song Ea to a Hawai’i that was engaged in a global 
War on Terror with the increased build up of military personnel and military exercises at 
different installations within the Hawai’ian Islands. Ea, which means sovereignty in the 
Kanaka Maoli language, accompanied with its music video functions as a cultural politics 
that aims to critique the U.S. military’s presence in Hawai’i and the dispossession of Kanaka 
Maoli lands. Within the music video, Yamashita locates the different mechanisms—the 
construction and imposition of certain normative gender identities and sexualities—that 
maintain Japanese dominance through the vehicle of the U.S. military and land ownership. 
The purpose of picking this particular music video is to show that even though there is a 
corporeal invisibility of Japanese and Japanese Americans in the space of the video, the 
influence of the Japanese in Hawaii permeates within the frames of the music video. 
Yamashita’s aim is to elucidate and uncover the particular oppression that Sudden Rush 
critically contests in Ea by taking into close examinations of Japanese settler colonial 
masculinity and sexuality. Specifically, Yamashita argues that the Japanese in Hawai’i, via 
Japanese settler colonialism, have imposed a type of settler heteropatriarchy that takes its 
script from the continental white-dominated settler U.S. society (the mainland)—military 
masculinity and domestic sexuality through property ownership in civil society. Ultimately, 
this reading of Sudden Rush’s music video is a sexual, decolonial political project that 
deconstructs Japanese American military masculinity and domestic sexuality through 
cultural politics.
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