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Secularism as 
‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ 

 
Secularism is presented as government neutrality 
(or hostility) toward religion. As such, it is used to 
justify bans on religious symbols in public places. 
However, I argue that this conflates two issues: the 
relationship between church and state, and the 
relationship between the state and its citizens. This 
presentation explores the parallels between 
secularism and recent political developments in 
gender identity, which helps to illustrate why 
religious-apparel bans are so deeply disturbing to 
individuals impacted by them. 

 

 

Friday, December 12, 2014  
1:00 - 2:00 PM 

Philosophy Lounge, SAK C-308 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend.   
For disability access information, please call 956-8649. 

 


