
	

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

Center for Chinese Studies  
Fall 2022 Seminars on China 
The public is cordially invited to attend. Free admission.		

Wednesday September 28, 12:00 – 1:30 pm, via Zoom 
Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://hawaii.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gRDAi-3KTSeT_I0WrhQPfw 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

 

 

Book Talk: Guobin Yang with Wei Zhang 
 

 Conversations on The Wuhan Lockdown 

     
 

The lockdown of Wuhan in 2020 was the first of its kind in the COVID-19 global pandemic. Keenly 
aware of the unprecedented nature of this event, many residents in Wuhan took it upon themselves to 
document its history by recording their personal experiences and sharing them on social media. These 
acts of citizenship inspired the writing of The Wuhan Lockdown, a book that recounts the extraordinary 
stories of ordinary people in the first moments of the COVID pandemic. In this conversation, two 
sociologists discuss the themes of the book and its narrative strategies and explore the meanings of the 
history and memories of a global crisis that would define the age. 
 
Guobin Yang is the Grace Lee Boggs Professor of Communication and Sociology of the U of 
Pennsylvania, and director of its Center on Digital Culture and Society. He is the author of the award-
winning The Power of the Internet in China: Citizen Activism Online (Columbia University Press, 2009) 
and The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China (Columbia University Press, 2016). His 2-
volume Dragon-Carving and the Literary Mind (Library of Chinese Classics, 2003) is an annotated English 
translation of the 6th-century Chinese classic of rhetoric and literary theory Wenxin Diaolong. His new 
book The Wuhan Lockdown has just been published by Columbia University Press. He taught at UHM 
in Sociology as an Assistant Professor.  
 
Wei Zhang is Professor and department chair in UHM’s Dept. of Sociology. She studies the social 
dimension of health for immigrants and aging adults in Hawaii and beyond, including the United 
States and the Asia-Pacific.  
 

 
 
 

Co-sponsored with the UHM Department of Sociology 
To learn more about the events of the Center for Chinese Studies, please join our online community at manoa.hawaii.edu/chinesestudies, 

or follow us on Instagram at uhawaiiccs. To make a donation, go to https://giving.uhfoundation.org/funds/12122004 


