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CENTER FOR CHINESE STUDIES

Seminars are free and open to the public. For more information, visit our website at:
http://chinesestudies.hawaii.edu, or contact Daniel Tschudi, 956-8891, e-mail: dtschudi@hawaii.edu.

Tuesday, April 15, 3:30 p.m.
Tokioka Room (Moore 319)

Shawn Eichmann
Curator of East Asian Art, Honolulu Academy of Arts

Shu: Reinventing the Book in
Contemporary Chinese Art

Great Chinese artists have traditionally also been regarded as scholars, well-read in phi-
losophy, history, and literature. Books (shu in Chinese) conveyed textual learning, but as
albums and illustrated catalogs, were also spaces for pictorial expression. In the 1950’
and 1960’s the relationship between artists and books grew more complex, as Maoist
anti-intellectual movements discouraged book-learning and denigrated the idea of the
scholar-artist. Contemporary Chinese artists, however, have reengaged with the book
as a literary and artistic artifact. This traveling exhibit, organized by the China Institute
under the guidance of Wu Hung, features work by 23 artists who explore the idea of the
book in their lives and art. It will be hosted by the Academy in June of this year.

Shawn Eichman, who specializes in the arts of China and Japan and is an expert
on Daoist and Buddhist art, earned his Ph.D. in Chinese literature at the University of
Hawai‘i, Manoa.
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To sign up to the Center for Chiniese Studies community e-mail distribution list and receive announcements of
CCS events regularly, please send an e-mail message to listserv@hawaii.edu from the account that you want to
be subscribed. In the body of the message write: subscribe ccs-sommunity <your first name> <your last name>
(replace < . . . > with your first and last name). You will receive back an automated response indicating your
successful subscription to our list. If you have problems with the subscription process or have questions, please
e-mail to china@hawaii.edu.




