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The Evening’s Events . . .

I. He Mau Mele na nä Küpuna: Some Poetry Composed by the Elders  

  Kalena Silva, Mea Oli

     “E Nä ‘Aumäkua”  Mele Pule   Olioli Käholo
      “O Hänau Ka Moku”  Mele Ho‘okumu ‘Äina  Olioli Käholo
      “Ku‘u Aloha Ë”  Mele Ho‘äeae   Ho‘äeae
      “A Maunakea ‘O Kalani” Mele Hula ‘Ulï‘ulï  Hula Noho

  
II. A Tribute to the Kamehamehas 

  Hälau Möhala ‘Ilima, Mäpuana de Silva, Kumu Hula

      “Noho ana ‘o Laka”  Oli
      “Ka Nalu Nui”   Oli
      “‘Au‘a ‘ia”   
      “Hana Waimea”
      “‘O Kona Kai ‘Öpua”  Hula Kälä‘au
      “‘O Hilo ‘äina”   Hula ‘Ili‘ili
      “He Inoa No Pauahi”
      “Ka Ua i Hämäkua”  Mele Ma‘i
      “Häkuko‘i ka Wai i nä Pali” Oli

III. Captain Cook from the shore  

  Poetry by Robert Sullivan

 Selections from Captain Cook in the Underworld and Voice Carried My Family 
 (both published by Auckland University Press)



IV. Nä Wähine Ali‘i and me nä Haole  

 i.  Ka‘ahumanu (performed by Nyla Fujii Babb), 
 from The Conversion of Ka‘ahumanu, by Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl 

 ii.  Sybil Bingham / Lucy Thurston (performed by Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl),
 from The Conversion of Ka‘ahumanu, by Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl

 iii.  Queen Emma: “He Kanikau no ka Haku o Hawaii”
 (performed by Kameha‘ililani Waiau)

 iv. Music from Kapi‘olani and the Lani ‘Ehä (performed by Ku‘uipo Kumukahi)   

       “Ipo Lei Manu”      Queen Kapi‘olani
       “E Nihi Ka Hele”     King Kaläkaua
       “Wahine Hele Lä (‘O Kaiona)”   Prince Leleiöhoku
  “‘Äinahau”       Princess Likelike
  “Ke Aloha O Ka Haku    Queen Lili‘uokalani
   (The Queen’s Prayer)”

 v.  Lili‘uokalani (performed by Annie Lokomaika‘i Lipscomb),
 from her speech on January 17, 1893, and from Hawai‘i’s Story by Hawai‘i’s Queen,
 concluding with

 “Aloha ‘Oe” (performed by Debbie and Chris Kelsey)

V. Nä Maka‘äinana  

 i.  “Kaulana Nä Pua” (performed by Ku‘uipo Kumukahi, Jon Osorio, and Momi Kepilino)

 ii.  Music and People of the Twentieth Century (performed by Jon and Jamaica Osorio)

  “1893”      Jamaica Osorio
  “In the Hour the Armies are Leaving”  Jon Osorio
  “I’m Not Ready”    Jamaica Osorio
  “Hawaiian Soul”    Jon Osorio

VI. Pau



Performers

Born and raised in Honolulu, Nyla Fujii-Babb traces her roots back to 
Kahakuloa, Maui, and to her great-great-grandparents Keaweokahaleo-
kekaulike and Namakaokahai, and her great-grandmother Rose Kalahau 
Keawe Ching, her great-grandfather Lo Tai Ching, and to her maternal 
grandparents Sosuke Harada-Toyohara and Saiko Toyama-Toyohara. 
Nyla has been a storyteller, actress, voice-over talent, and producer for over 
twenty years. Noted for her collaborative work with other artists, she has 
combined storytelling with dance, theatre, music, and the visual arts. Nyla 
is the only storyteller from Hawaii ever invited to be both an “exchange 
teller” and a featured performer at the prestigious National Storytelling 
Festival in Jonesborough, Tennessee. She has also been a featured performer at the Illinois Storytelling Festival, 
and in St. Louis at the Arch, in Oregon, Oakland, Ojai, San Juan Capistrano, and San Diego. She has appeared 
on stage for the Kumu Kahua Theatre Company and the Honolulu Theatre for Youth in Hawai‘i, and in the 
Japan-America Theatre in Los Angeles and the Emerson Majestic Theatre in Boston. Among her television 
credits, she was the main voice-over narrator for the KHET/Tom Coffman production of Nation Within: 
The Overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom, and for the Biography Hawai‘i documentary Koji Ariyoshi, and most 
recently narrated Tom Coffman’s The First Battle: The Battle for Equality in War Time Hawaii. Nyla retired 
from the Hawai‘i State Public Library System, and is currently Adjunct Faculty for the Graduate School of 
Library and Information Science Program, and is on the roster of touring artists for the University of Hawai‘i 
at Mänoa’s Statewide Cultural Extension Program.

Chris Kelsey is a lifelong Hawai‘i resident, and a graduate of Kailua 
High School. He returned to the University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa in 
1996 to complete his undergraduate and graduate degrees. This fall he 
will complete his PhD in English from the University of Hawai‘i, where 
he also teaches English. Debbie Kelsey was born and raised in Hono-
lulu, and is a graduate of Roosevelt High School. She received her BEd 
degree from the University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa in 1983, and is the 
choral director at University Laboratory School. Both Chris and Debbie 
are members of Kawaiolaonapukanileo, a Hawaiian a cappella group.

Elizabeth “Momi” Kuuleimomi Kepilino is a renowned hula dancer 
and Kumu Hula. Born in Hanalei, Kauai, she grew up in Honolulu, 
and was a lei seller at Piers 10 and 11. In 1949, she began taking hula 
lessons from Margaret “Maiki” Aiu Lake. Momi danced with her for 
over thirty-five years, and was a member of Maiki’s first graduating 
Kumu Hula class, the Papa Lehua. In 1985, she started her own school, 
Halau ‘O Kuuleimomi, which is now known as Hälau Pua Lililehua ‘O 
Kuuleimomi, in honor of her own teacher. She was married to the late 
Val Kepilino, a prolific songwriter and gifted musician, and had three 
children and one grandson.



Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl is a well-known Honolulu playwright and author. She 
holds an MA in drama and theatre from the University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa, and her 
many plays have been performed in Hawai‘i and the continental United States, and 
have toured to Britain, Asia, and the Pacific. An anthology of her work, Hawai‘i Nei: 
Island Plays, is available from the University of Hawai‘i Press. Ms. Kneubuhl’s  mystery 
novel Murder Casts a Shadow will be published in the fall of 2008 by the University 
of Hawai‘i Press. She is currently the writer and co-producer for the television series 
Biography Hawai‘i. In 1994, she was the recipient of the prestigious Hawai‘i Award for 
Literature, and in 2006 received the Eliot Cades Award for Literature.

A true artist of Hawaiian music, Ku‘uipo Kumukahi is the recipient 
of numerous Nä Hökü Hanohano Awards over the years for her con-
tributions to recorded Hawaiian music: Most Promising Artist (1993), 
Female Vocalist and Traditional Hawaiian Album (1994), Hawaiian 
Language Peformance (1998), and Female Vocalist (2001). Her re-
cording of Nä Lani ‘Ehä has been nominated for five awards this year. 
Ku‘uipo also serves as the President of the Maiki Aiu Foundation, and 
the Vice President of the Hawai‘i Academy of Recording Arts. Ku‘uipo 
Kumukahi’s mission is to produce, preserve, perpetuate, and promote 
quality in Hawaiian music, as well as the music of Hawai‘i, and its performance, which includes the use of Ha-
waiian language, and the use of artistry, mannerism, and values that are unique to Hawaiian music and hula.

Born and raised in Hawai‘i, Ani Lokomaika‘i Lipscomb began her train-
ing in hula and the performing arts at an early age. She has since studied 
and performed in a variety of traditions ranging from Shakespeare to 
randai (Indonesian dance-drama). Lipscomb holds a BA in Creative Writ-
ing and Performing Arts from Wisconsin’s Beloit College, and is currently 
completing a Master’s degree in Dance Ethnology from the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mänoa.

Jonathan Kay Kamakawiwo‘ole Osorio is a Professor of Hawaiian Studies 
at Kamakaküokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies, and the outgoing Direc-
tor. He is a musician and composer, with three albums that he and partners 
Randy Borden and Steve Brown created and produced between 1978 and 
1996. He is committed to the restoration of an Independent Hawaiian
national government.

Jamaica Heolimeleikalani Osorio is a 2008 Graduate of the Kameha meha 
Schools, and about to enter her freshman year at Stanford University. She is a 
musician and composer like her father, and is a Slam Poet who has represented 
Hawai’i at the National “Brave New Voices” competition in 2007 and 2008.



Hälau Möhala ‘Ilima is dedicated to the preservation of Hawaiian culture 
through hula. We speciaize in traditionally learned and transmitted chants and 
dances, particularly those of the 18th and 19th centuries that celebrate the life 
of our land and people. We also work with a large repertoire of modern hula 
whose celebratory spirit is consistent with that of our older traditions. We are 
dedicated, finally, to the teaching of aloha, hö‘ihi, ala häiki, and külia i ka nu‘u 
—love, reverence, discipline, and commitment to excellence—through hula, 
since we believe that hula means little if it fails to enrich our lives and make us 
better people.

Mäpuana de Silva is a graduate of Punahou School (1967) and Pacific University (1971). In 1975, she gradu-
ated as kumu hula from Maiki Aiu Lake, and a year later, opened Hälau Möhala ‘Ilima. She has continued her 
hula studies under Lani Kalama, Sally Wood Naluai, and Pat Namaka Bacon, and she has completed three years 
of Hawaiian language study at UH Mänoa. In addition to teaching all of the hälau’s 18 weekly classes, Mäpu 
has been a part-time kumu hula at the Hawaiian language immersion school Ke Kula ‘O Samuel M. Kamakau, 
she has volunteered for 30 years as the kumu hula of the Kamehameha Schools hula club Nä Wähine Hele Lä 
O Kaiona, and in the summer of 2004, she led the Hawai‘i delegation to the 9th Festival of Pacific Arts in the 
Republic of Palau, and will do so again this August for the 10th Festival of Pacific Arts in American Samoa.

Among the most significant of Mäpu’s awards are those received from the UH Mänoa College of Education for 
excellence in arts education (1990), from Pacific University for achievements in performing arts education (Out-
standing alumnus, 1999), and from the ‘Ahahui ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i for excellence in Hawaiian language education 
outside the standard classroom setting (“Manu a Ka‘ae,” 2000).



Kalena Silva is a Professor of Hawaiian Studies and the Director of Ka Haka 
‘Ula O Ke‘elikölani College of Hawaiian Language at the University of Hawai‘i 
at Hilo. Ke‘elikölani College is the first to focus on an indigenous language of 
the United States. Through the medium of Hawaiian, Dr. Silva teaches under-
graduate and graduate courses in Hawaiian performing arts, language, and litera-
ture. Together with his colleagues, he has pioneered a P-20 Hawaiian medium 
education system founded upon a Hawaiian cultural world view that aims to 
provide learners with educational opportunities enabling them to become fully 
engaged members of our global community.

Award winning Maori writer Robert Sullivan has written six books of poetry, 
including Captain Cook in the Underworld, which is also a libretto for the orato-
rio Orpheus in Rarohenga by composer John Psathas. Robert’s most recent books 
include Voice Carried My Family (Auckland UP), and Shout Ha! to the Sky (forth-
coming from Salt Publishing, UK). He belongs to the Maori tribes Ngä Puhi Nui 
Tonu, Ngäti Raukawa, Käi Tahu, and has family ties to Galway, Ireland.

Kameha‘ililani Waiau is a daughter, sister, kumu, mama nui, aunty and tita from 
Papakölea, O‘ahu. She enjoys theatre, hula, researching genealogy, traveling, and 
traditional tattooing—all through the medium of Hawaiian language. As a kumu 
at Ke Kula ‘o Samuel M. Kamakau, LPCS in Keana, Käne‘ohe, Hawai‘i, she weaves 
her interests and experiences into her classroom. She believes it is imperative that 
our ‘opio understand that we don’t need to look elsewhere for heroes. We need only 
look to our past; our küpuna have gifted us with mo‘olelo of daring feats, real-life 
struggles, beautiful love stories, and epic battles. Mahalo.


