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E5. 206 Awar di ng of Honorary Decrees and Resents' Medal s

| NTRODUCTI ON

This Executive Policy directs inplenmentation of Section 5-2c of the
Board of Regents Bylaws and Policies. The foll owi ng objectives,

[:] pol i ci es, and procedures shall govern the nom nation and sel ecti on of

persons for honorary degrees and regents' nmnedal s.

1. OBJECTI VES

A To establish a regular nechanismfor the review of candi dates for
honorary degrees and regents' nedals.

B. To reflect the fact that honorary degrees are conferred by the
Regents on behalf of the University of Hawai ‘i as a whole, by
ensuring systemm de participation in the revi ew process.

C. To ensure that recomendations for honorary degrees are nmade in a

tinmely manner so that the Board of Regents is accorded the
opportunity for careful review and deliberation.

11, POLICES

The basic policy is set forth in the Board of Regents Byl aws and
Pol i cies, Section 5-2c.

A Honor ary Degrees

(1) Honorary degrees may be awarded upon approval by the Board of
Regent s.

(2) OCOiteria and conditions for the award of honorary degrees as
establ i shed by Board of Regents policy are:
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The candi date nmust be distingui shed with the equival ent
of a national or international reputation. Schol arship,
me ask public service, the professions, and business and
i ndustry are exanpl es of general areas in which

di stingui shed acconplishnent may warrant the award of an
honorary degree by the University of Hawai‘i.

Service or benefaction to the University of Hawai ‘i does
not initself provide justification for the award of an
honorary degree. The candi date nust be di stinguished in
sone appropriate field.

Honorary degrees and shall be not be awarded to nmenbers
of the Board of Regents or to active enpl oyees of the
University of Hawai ‘i nor to former enpl oyees of the
University until eleven nonths or nore after the date of
retirement or separation.

Honorary degrees shall not be awarded to individuals

hol ding el ective office in and fromthe State of Hawai i
for a period of eleven nonths or nore after retirenent
or separation.

Academ c¢ degrees earned after a prescribed course of
study normally are not awarded as honorary degrees.

An honorary degree is awarded by the University as a
whol e rather than by a canpus on which the conferra
shal| take place; therefore, nore than one University of
Hawai ‘i honorary degree shall not be awarded to any

i ndi vi dual

Academ c cerenpni es at which honorary degrees nmay be
conferred are University cel ebrations, conmencenent
cerenoni es, inaugurations, and special convocations when
aut hori zed by the President. Usually, only one honorary
degree will be awarded at each cerenony.

The Board of Regents has the option of establishing a
thenme. In years when a thene is adopted, an announcenent
of the thene will be nade by April 1 of the year during
whi ch nom nations are due. During these years, the

Presi dent has the option of establishing a special

t heme- subcommttee to
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reconmend candi dates for consideration under the
procedures outlined in this policy. This subconmttee
shall be chaired by a University faculty or staff menber
and shall be conposed of representatives fromthe
University and fromthe external comunity. The
selection of a thene does not preclude consideration of
ot her candi dates whose nanes are submtted in accordance
with the criteria outlined in BOR policy 5-2c.

(3) Al honorary degrees shall be conferred by the Board of
Regents, or at its direction the President.

(4) Al matters concerning the nom nation and sel ecti on of
candi dates for honorary degrees and Regents' Medals are
confidential, including witten comunications and
del i beration of the Advisory Commttee on Honorary
Degrees established in accordance with I'V. A 2(a). bel ow.

B. Regents' Medals of Distinction and Regents' Medal s

I ndi vi dual s of exceptional acconplishnent and distinction who have
made significant contributions to the University, state, region,

or

nation, or within their field of endeavor, may, at the

di scretion of the Board of Regents, be awarded a Regents' Medal of
Distinction. Qther individuals for whomthe Board desires to show
hi gh esteem may, on occasi on, be awarded a Regents' Medal or such
ot her synbol as seens appropriate.

V. PROCEDURES

A Honor ary Degrees

(1)

(2)

Initiation

Nom nati ons of candidates for honorary degrees nmay be nade to
the President by any nenber of the University community,
except those directly involved in the review and approval of
nom nati ons. Nom nations nmay al so be nade by friends of the
University. It is the responsibility of nomnators to provide
sufficient background information to enable careful and

t hor ough revi ew of the nom nation

Revi ew
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(a) The President shall appoint a University-w de Advisory
Conmittee on Honorary Degrees. The Advisory Conmttee
will be charged with eval uating nom nees received from
the general invitation for nom nations as well as those
received fromthe thene sub-conmttee (in accord with
section it |I.A 2(h) above), with respect to the criteria
inlll.A above. The Advisory Commttee will provide to
the President by January 1 of each year, its evaluation
of each individual nomnated prior to Novenber 1 of the
previ ous year. The Advisory Conmittee will serve as a
standing commttee for a period of one year.

(b) The President will share the Advisory Committee's
evaluations with the Board and shall neet with the Board
to discuss the awardi ng of honorary degrees.

Regents' Medal s and Regents' Medal s of Distinction

(D) Initiation
Nom nations for persons to receive Regents' Medals and
Regents' Medals of Distinction may be nade to the Chairperson
of the Board of Regents or to the President as the Board's
Executive O ficer. Nom nations nmay be received from any
menber of the University or external comunity.

(2) Review
At the request of the Board, the President will convene a
Speci al Medal Advisory Conmttee, conprised of the Advisory
Conmi ttee on Honorary Degrees and additional nenbers of the
external comunity identified mutually by the Chairperson of
t he Board and the President.

Excepti ons

Exceptions to these procedures, including the deadlines contained
herein, may be nmade at the discretion of the Board of Regents.
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