W. D. Heacox

Application Narrative for Appointment to the RCAC

I would bring to this position a wide range of experience in both University and extramural settings, and a strong desire to contribute to the University’s future.  I am a UH alumnus and have held faculty positions at both UHM and UHH (currently UHH); altogether an association spanning 36 years.  I have effectively invested my professional career in the UH system, and am deeply committed to seeing it achieve its potential for serving the people of Hawai’i.  I am especially interested in seeing the University function as a system, and have worked to establish cooperative links between UHH and UHM in terms of adjunct faculty memberships, service on search committees, and service on system-wide planning committees.  In addition, I have sufficient experience with other universities (Arizona, Washington, Victoria/Wellington), with non-academic institutions (US military, federal agencies), and with institutions in other countries (Japan, Philippines, New Zealand) to provide a useful perspective on the role of universities in their communities.  

I intend to retire in 4-5 years and would see service on the RCAC as a capstone to my career at UH.
W. D. Heacox

Eligibility Criteria

(As listed on p. 2 of the ACCFSC Draft Meeting Minutes of March 18 2011)

1. I have not been a member of ACCFSC within the past five years.

2. I have served six terms on the UH-Hilo CAS Faculty Senate, including two terms as Chair of the Academic Affairs and Curriculum Review Committees.  I served as my division’s representative to the faculty body that redesigned the UHH curriculum and admissions policies in 1990, and that led to the separation between UHH and HCC.

3. I proposed and developed the initial plans and funding for the Mauna Kea Astronomy Education Center, that later became the Imilo’a Astronomy Center on the UHH campus.  I was one of two UHH faculty representatives on the Mauna Kea Advisory Committee that developed the current Mauna Kea Master Plan for managing the summit area for the benefit of both scientists and the wider community, including substantial use by native Hawaiians for ceremonial purposes.  I have been a tiresome advocate of development of training programs to prepare our young people for jobs on Mauna Kea and careers as astronomers.  In particular, I initiated the UHH undergraduate astronomy program in the face of opposition from all levels within the UH administration; have worked to include technical training facilities in the new Science and Technology building on the UHH campus; and have obtained (with federal funding) for UHH a telescope and observatory on Mauna Kea for use in training local students for jobs in the astronomy industry of Hawaii

4. Time commitments away from classes on the order of a few days a month are not unusual at UHH and should present no difficulty.  My department chair concurs with this assessment.

5. I have 31 years of service as a UH faculty member, 6 at UHM and 25 at UHH.   My understanding of the role of the BOR is that of a policy-making body for the University in all aspects of its operation.  It establishes policy at a high level and exercises control on all substantive matters, often in response to proposals from the UH administration.  I have known several previous regents
 and have usually been very favorably impressed with their thoughtfulness and seriousness.  I have made two presentations to different Boards during the last 15 years.
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Born: 26 March 1942, Pipestone, Minnesora

Education:

Whitman College



Math/Physics
B.A. 1964

Washington State University

Mathematics
M.A. 1972

University of Hawaii at Manoa

Astronomy
Ph.D. 1977

Appointments/Professional Employment:

University of Hawaii at Hilo: Asst./Assoc./Professor
        
1986-present

Carter Observatory (New Zealand): Visiting Senior Fellow
1996-97

University of Hawaii at Manoa/Institute for Astronomy:





Observatory Support Scientist
1980-1986

University of Arizona (LPL): Senior Research Associate
1978-1980

NASA/Goddard SFC:  NAS/NRC Reseach Associate
 
1977-78

NASA/Johnson SFC:  Astronaut (Mission Specialist) Trainee
1977

University of Hawaii at Manoa: Research Assistant

1972-1977

Washington State University: Teaching Assistant

1969-1972

US Navy: Flight Officer (O-3), 5 Viet Nam campaigns

1964-1969

US Forest Service: Smokejumper (R-1)



1963-1964

Professional Activities and Accomplishments:

· Extensive record of authorship of research papers published in refereed journals in astronomy, physics, and mathematics.

· Professional membership in the International Astronomical Union, the American Astronomical Society, the American Geophysical Union, and the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics.

· Service on several panels advisory to federal funding agencies, including chairs of research proposal review panels.

· Principal investigator on extramurally funded grants totaling more than $2 million while on the UH faculty.

· Founder of the UH-Hilo undergraduate astronomy program, the only such program in the UH system.  The program has since grown to become one of the nation’s largest.

Other Activities:
· Overseas residence for extensive periods (> 1 year each) in Japan, Philippines, and New Zealand.

· Administrative experience as division officer in a large (>500 staff) military unit (Navy VQ-1).
� Walt Steiger, Monty Richards, Stan Roehrig, Marlene Hapai 





