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Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Clark, and members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to present comments on SCR 35 SD1, which requests the
University of Hawai‘i — West O‘ahu (UHWO) to re-establish its partnership with the
University of Hawai‘i at Hilo (UHH) to provide a nursing program similar to the ‘lke Mauli
Ola program, and a pathway for students attending the University of Hawai‘i — West
O‘ahu.

Both UHWO and UHH faculty are working to realign their new nursing programs in
anticipation of the UHH’s ability to increase their nursing faculty. At this time, UHH’s
School of Nursing does not have the capacity to support a pathway partnership.

However, UHWO Health Sciences Pre-Nursing program faculty and the UH Manoa
Nancy Atmospera-Walch School of Nursing faculty will launch a new UHWO-UHM
Nursing Partnership to begin Fall 2022. Faculty will begin recruiting for the first cohort
from current UHWO Health Science students, regional high school health academies,
UHWO early college health pathway programs, and summer Health Careers
Opportunities Program students.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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