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SB 2087 SD1 – RELATING TO HEALTH INSURANCE. 

Chairs Keohokalole and Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs Fukunaga and Moriwaki, and Members of 
the Committees: 

The University of Hawaiʻi supports SB 2087 SD1 – Relating to Health Insurance. While 
subsidizing the cost of certain health insurance deductibles, rather than providing health 
insurance coverage as originally proposed, is not as comprehensive, this measure still 
provides needed support for University of Hawaiʻi (UH) students. The UH serves a diverse 
student population across ten campuses, many of whom are part-time students, 
unemployed or underemployed, and individuals with varying insurance coverage. Findings 
from the UH Landscape Assessment of Student Basic Needs Insecurity published in 2025 
suggest that health insecurity is a significant barrier to student persistence, academic 
success, and timely degree completion. Students who are unable to afford health 
insurance are more likely to delay preventive care, forego needed treatment, and 
disengage from their studies due to unanticipated and unmanaged health concerns. 
 
Of particular importance to UH is the bill’s recognition of community college and university 
students as an eligible population, provided they meet the established criteria. For 
students who have qualifying coverage but face high deductibles, assistance with 
preventive care costs may help reduce delays in accessing services that support both 
physical and mental health. 
 
The bill’s emphasis on preventive services aligns with evidence-based approaches 
identified in the UH Landscape Assessment, which highlight the need for accessible, low-
barrier health services to support student well-being and educational continuity. By 
reducing disruptions in care, the proposed pilot program may contribute to reduced 
disruptions in care and improved student stability. 
 
UH offers its support for the goals and framework of this measure and remains committed 
to collaborating with the Department of Human Services and community partners to 
promote student awareness of available resources and support student success. Thank 
you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 


