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SB 2125 SD1 HD1 – RELATING TO TEACHER LICENSING 

Chair Sayama, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 2125 SD1 HD1 - 
Relating to Teacher Licensing which permits the Department of Education to hire 
unlicensed individuals as teachers on an emergency basis for five, rather than three 
years. The University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa College of Education believes that an 
extension to five years allows for time to licensure completion. 

UH respectfully notes, however, that hiring practices especially for emergency hires and 
unlicensed individuals are the direct responsibility of the Hawaiʻi Department of 
Education, therefore UH system will defer to the Hawaiʻi Department of Education.  

Mahalo for your continued commitment to Hawaiʻi’s students and educators, and for 
considering these comments as you refine this important measure. 
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