UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘l SYSTEM
‘ONAEHANA KULANUI O HAWAI'I

Legislative Testimony
Ho‘ike Mana‘o | Mua O Ka ‘Aha‘olelo

Testimony Presented Before the
Senate Committee on Labor and Technology
and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection

February 6, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.

By
Debora Halbert
Vice President for Academic Strategy
University of Hawai‘i System

SB 2158 — RELATING TO VETERINARIANS.

Chairs Elefante and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs Lamosao and Fukunaga, and Members
of the Committees:

The University of Hawai‘i supports SB 2158 — Relating to Veterinarians as a viable
alternative to establishing a new Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) program in the
state. Last year, the University of Hawai‘i (UH) submitted comments about this growing
workforce need and possible expansions of our veterinary educational offerings in
response to HCR 195/HR 188 (2025).

The UH agrees that Hawai'‘i faces a shortage of veterinarians, particularly in rural areas
and for large animal agricultural services. As there is currently no DVM program within
the state, students who wish to pursue veterinary medicine must leave Hawai'i to
complete their education on the mainland. UH participates in the Western Interstate
Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) Professional Student Exchange Program
(PSEP), which offers Hawai'‘i residents the opportunity to study veterinary medicine at
participating institutions. The PSEP program does have limitations, including limited
slots for participating students, limited support for certain specialties, and higher than in-
state tuition rates. Thus, it does not fully address the long-term needs of the state. UH
has researched the accreditation and program requirements for establishing a new
DVM school in the state and found that doing so would cost an estimated $50-70
million, plus potentially another $100 million to construct the required facilities. The
approach recommended in SB 2158 is more cost effective and would authorize the
Hawai‘i Board of Veterinary Medicine to establish and set the parameters for a
veterinary workforce loan repayment and scholarship program to incentivize local
students to pursue a DVM and return to the state to practice.

UH already has two related academic programs that prepare students to apply to
established DVM programs. The Veterinary Technology program at Windward
Community College provides valuable entry-level training for students pursuing careers
in veterinary medicine. Additionally, UH Manoa’s College of Tropical Agriculture and
Human Resilience (CTAHR) offers a pre-veterinary curriculum and has a strong track
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record of Bachelor of Science alumni receiving DVM degrees. Coupled with the loan
repayment and scholarship fund at rates set by the state Board of Veterinary Medicine,
this approach will incentivize graduates of our existing programs who want to pursue a
DVM degree to return to practice locally.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SB 2158. We look
forward to working with the Hawai‘i State Board of Veterinary Medicine to address
Hawai‘i’'s long-term veterinary workforce needs.



