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SB 2175 SD1 — RELATING TO DISPOSABLE ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES
Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Committee:

The University of Hawai‘i STRONGLY SUPPORTS SB 2175 SD1, which would prohibit
the sale of disposable e-cigarettes in Hawai'i.

Disposable electronic nicotine delivery devices are now the most common device type
used by youth e-cigarette users, as shown by national surveys as well as our research
conducted among young adults in Hawai‘i. Youth surveys show that over half of young
current e-cigarette users choose disposables. Clearly, disposable e-cigarettes are
especially popular among adolescents and young adults, compared with adults. Young
people prefer disposables because they are convenient, flavored, inexpensive, and
socially appealing.

Surveys consistently find that 65-80% of youth who vape—especially with
disposables—have never smoked cigarettes and disposable users are more likely to be
nicotine-naive than users of refillable devices. On the other hand, there is no evidence
suggesting that disposal e-cigarettes promote smoking cessation.

There is no justifiable reason for young people who are not cigarette smokers to be
using e-cigarettes. E-cigarettes pose significant risks to respiratory health. Also, nicotine
adversely effects developing brain. Thus, to protect the health of Hawai‘i’'s youths and
young adults, we STRONGLY SUPPORT SB2175 SD1, which would prohibit the sale of
disposable e-cigarettes in Hawai'i.
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