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SB 2178 – RELATING TO INDUSTRIAL HEMP 

Chairs Gabbard, Kim, and Richards, Vice Chairs Kidani and Lamosao, and Members of 
the Committees: 

Thank for the opportunity to submit testimony with comments on SB 2178. This 
measure establishes an Industrial Hemp Program in the Department of Agriculture and 
Biosecurity (DAB) that includes comprehensive licensing, education, and support for 
non-cannabinoid industrial hemp cultivation and use. Establishes the Industrial Hemp 
Program Advisory Board to develop a strategic plan to establish and expand the 
processing infrastructure and commercialization of industrial hemp. Requires the 
University of Hawai‘i College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resilience (CTAHR) to 
support research and development focused on local adaptation, sustainability and 
economic development goals. Requires DAB to promote partnerships with Native 
Hawaiian practitioners, cooperatives, and ʻaīna-based programs. Adopts state building 
codes for hemp-based materials, including hempcrete. Appropriates funds.  
 
CTAHR has the expertise to conduct hemp research and development as called for in 
this bill. CTAHR faculty have on-going research on industrial hemp at the Center for 
Applied Research and Extension Services (CARES) at Waimānalo. The objectives of 
the on-going research are to identify the optimal industrial hempseed varieties for 
producing and manufacturing hemp hurds for construction materials; to evaluate the 
phytoremediation potential of these varieties; to ensure the safety of the resulting 
biomass and by products; and to assess the potenial of the varieties for producing 
sustainable avialtion fuel. The appropriation in SB 2178 will support statewide 
community assets.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
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