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SB 2314 SD1 — RELATING TO THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE.
Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Committee:

The University of Hawai‘i at Hilo (UH Hilo) submits testimony in support with
amendments of SB 2314 SD1.

UH Hilo supports the core purpose of this measure and appreciates the Committee on
Hawaiian Affairs’ thoughtful response to concerns raised by the Judiciary. We
understand that a text-origin approach may present administrative challenges when
information about a law’s drafting history is not consistently available, and that turning to
legislative intent—as evidenced by legislative history, context, and purpose—offers a
more workable and durable standard. We can support the SD1 language on that basis.

However, we respectfully flag one concern with SD1 as amended: the proposed change
to HRS §1-13 that would replace “English and Hawaiian are the official languages of
Hawaii” with “English and Hawaiian shall be the official languages of Hawaii.” Hawai'i
State Constitution Article XV, Section 4—adopted at the 1978 Constitutional
Convention—already establishes that “English and Hawaiian shall be the official
languages of Hawaii.” Current HRS §1-13 appropriately reflects this reality in the
present tense, acknowledging what has been constitutionally true since 1978. We are
concerned it could create unintended ambiguity about the settled status of Hawaiian as
an official language. We respectfully recommend retaining the current “are” language in
HRS §1-13.

UH Hilo is proud to house Ka Haka ‘Ula o Ke'elikolani, the Hawaiian Language College,
and to serve a large community of Hawaiian language scholars, students, and
practitioners. We strongly support the bill's underlying commitment to honoring the
cultural and legal significance of ‘Olelo Hawai‘i, and we urge passage of SB 2314 SD1,
with the amendment noted above.

Mahalo for your consideration.



