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SB 2314 – RELATING TO THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE. 

Chair Richards, Vice Chair Lamosao, and Members of the Committee: 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony on SB 2314. The University of Hawaiʻi at 
Hilo (UH Hilo) supports SB 2314, which recognizes the binding authority of Hawaiian 
language versions of laws when those laws were originally drafted in Hawaiian or 
subsequently amended, codified, recodified, or reenacted in Hawaiian. 
 
When laws are originally drafted in Hawaiian, the Hawaiian text embodies the precise 
meaning, cultural context, and conceptual framework intended by the drafters. 
Translation into English, no matter how careful, necessarily involves interpretation that 
may inadvertently shift meaning, particularly for concepts rooted in Hawaiian worldview 
and governance traditions. By giving binding authority to the original Hawaiian text, 
SB 2314 ensures adherence to legislative intent and preserves cultural integrity. 
 
This measure also honors the commitment made at the 1978 Constitutional Convention 
to recognize Hawaiian as an official language of the State and aligns with Article 13 of 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which affirms the 
rights of indigenous peoples to use, develop, and transmit their languages in legal and 
administrative proceedings. 
 
UH Hilo is proud to house Ka Haka ʻUla o Keʻelikōlani, the Hawaiian Language College, 
and to serve and work alongside a large population of Hawaiian language speakers in 
higher education. Our faculty, staff, and students regularly engage in scholarly and 
administrative work conducted entirely in Hawaiian. This bill recognizes that such 
work—including legislative work—deserves to be interpreted according to its original 
language and intent. 

We respectfully urge passage of SB 2314. Mahalo for your consideration. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 2314.  


