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SB 2318 – RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
 
Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony offering comments on SB 2318 
which establishes the Agricultural Statistics Program in statute, and appropriates funds.  
 
We respectfully offer the following comments that College of Tropical Agriculture and 
Human Resilience (CTAHR) has increased its capacity in agricultural economics with 
new agricultural economists and new food and agricultural marketing faculty. With this 
expanded expertise and the opportunity to involve Extension Agents and undergraduate 
and graduate students in targeted data collection and analysis, CTAHR is planning to 
build a center on Food and Agricultural Marketing, Business and Economic Systems. 
CTAHR Dean has briefly discussed with Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture and 
Biosecurity (DAB) Board Chairperson the possibility of collaborating. DAB and CTAHR 
will work together to identify specific roles for each in building a comprehensive and 
impactful agricultural statistics program for the state 
   
CTAHR believes that the unique climate and agricultural practices of Hawaiʻi make it 
critical to collect specific agricultural data. Accurate and up-to-date agricultural statistics 
are crucial for all stakeholders in the Hawaiian agriculture sector to make informed 
decisions, develop effective policies, and monitor effective programs that will have large 
and far-reaching impacts.  A revitalized and enhanced Agricultural Statistics program 
could allow CTAHR to better respond to and serve the following needs of Hawaii’s 
agricultural sector. 
 
As Hawaiʻi strives to increase food security within the islands, having accurate data on 
Hawaiʻi’s agricultural production will be key to achieving greater food security as we will 
need up-to-date production and consumption data. The appropriation in SB 2318 will 
support statewide community assets. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
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