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SB 2323 – RELATING TO AGRICULTURE 

Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony offering comments on SB 2323 
which establishes the Farmland Transition Commission to examine barriers certain 
farmers face when trying to purchase or access farmland and provide recommendations 
on possible incentives or policies to assist these individuals in purchasing or accessing 
farmland. 
 
We respectfully offer the following comments that College of Tropical Agriculture and 
Human Resilience (CTAHR) is recognized as a member of the proposed farmland 
transition commission. CTAHR is aware of the challenges Hawaiʻi farmers face 
concerning access to affordable and suitable land, adequate and affordable water, and 
road and utility infrastructure. As Hawaiʻi strives to increase food security within the 
islands, having accurate data on barriers certain farmers face will support increasing 
Hawaiʻi’s agricultural production and decreasing the cost of production to achieving 
greater food self-sufficiency. In regards to resources required for administrative and 
other support to the commission, CTAHR defers to the Hawaiʻi Department of 
Agriculture and Biosecurity.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
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