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SB 2349 — RELATING TO AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT.

Chairs Gabbard and DeCoite, Vice Chairs Richards and Wakai, and Members of the
Committees:

The University of Hawai'i Sea Grant College Program (Hawai‘i Sea Grant) supports SB 2349.

Aquaculture development is a vital step in improving Hawai‘l’s food systems by increasing the
amount of food grown in-State and reducing the dependency on food imports. The
establishment of an aquaculture restorative development program, as proposed, will increase
the profitability and commercial output of Hawaii's aquaculture system, specifically through an
advisory council that will pursue federal funding for aquaculture development, as well as through
revitalization and novel creation of commercial aquaculture operations. This bill increases the
capacity of the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity to support commercial aquaculture
development is, an important step in both reversing the decreases in the State’s aquaculture
industry over the last decade, and expanding Hawai‘i’'s food security.

Improvements of local agriculture, including through sustainable aquaculture development, are
avenues to both retain and expand the local economy structures through aquaculture
production, job creation, and economic viability analysis. The proposed bill will expand
aquaculture Hawai'i through multiple means, thereby expanding agricultural profits. In doing so,
at least 250 direct jobs in aquaculture and related value-chain sectors, thereby establishing
career paths in emerging industries, especially in rural areas and underserved communities.
Furthermore, over the last decade, aquaculture profits have declined, and the proposed bill has
potential to reverse these profit margins by demonstrating economic viability of restorative
aquaculture through production metrics, market development, and value-chain analysis
supporting long-term private sector participation

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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