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SB 2475 — RELATING TO RED HILL
Chairs Lee and Fukunaga, Vice Chair Inouye, and Members of the Committees:

The University of Hawai‘i at Manoa supports the intent of SB 2475. This measure
proposes to appropriate funds for studies on remediation of substances released from
the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility; environmental monitoring and testing; research
on groundwater modeling and sampling; and independent testing and verification of
water data, to be published on a public dashboard that supports accountability, public
trust, and informed decision-making.

A collaborative team with diverse expertise across the University stands ready to
support these efforts, including the Water Resources Research Center (WRRC), the
College of Engineering, and the School of Ocean and Earth Science and Technology
(SOEST), including all of their respective departments.

Groundwater is the most important drinking water resource for Hawai'i, and its
protection is a core mission of many of our units. The University of Hawai‘i plays a
critical role in supporting public-interest research and education. We are committed to
providing expertise and supporting the State to protect irreplaceable water resources
from future impacts.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of these measures.
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