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SB 2491 — RELATING TO HEALTH CARE

Chairs San Buenaventura and Keohokalole, Vice Chairs McKelvey and Fukunaga, and
Members of the Committees:

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony on SB 2491. The University of

Hawai'‘i at Hilo (UH Hilo) strongly supports SB 2491, which works to establish a broad
definition of "qualified health care provider” in numerous areas of existing law. The
Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy at UH Hilo contributed to this comprehensive
housekeeping bill, spearheaded by the Hawai‘i State Center for Nursing, in an effort to
clarify, standardize and update references and terminology across 190 statutes.

The updates encapsulated in this bill are urgently needed to keep pace with the rapidly
evolving health care landscape. As Hawai'i strives to leverage the expertise of the wide
range of available health care providers to improve access to quality health care for the
people of the state, the updates in this bill will create efficiencies and promote accuracy
that are aligned with intended changes as laws are updated and expanded to reflect
contemporary health care practices.

It is important to note that this bill does not expand the scope of practice of any health
care profession or allow providers to practice beyond what is codified by law. However,
the housekeeping afforded through this bill will enable health care professionals in
Hawai'‘i to perform the services which are allowed by their current licenses and scope of
practice (but which they may be currently prohibited from doing due to restrictions in
other statutes), and streamline the process for changes when expansions in scopes of
practice are warranted.

The recommendations outlined in this bill represent the culmination of a multi-year
review of hundreds of state laws by an interdisciplinary team of health professionals,



along with legal and regulatory experts. These changes will have immediate impact by
providing needed clarity to allow the existing health professions workforce in Hawai'i to
provide the full scope of services that they are allowed by state law. It will also facilitate
the future ability of our state to enact regulatory changes that are essential for meeting
the needs of our communities in a rapidly evolving health care landscape.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2491.
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