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SB 2657 – RELATING TO ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE AND RELATED DEMENTIAS 
RESEARCH. 
 
Chairs Kim and San Buenaventura, Vice Chairs Kidani and McKelvey, and Members of 
the Committees: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on SB 2657 which establishes and 
appropriates funds for an Alzheimer's disease and related dementias research center at 
the University of as the first phase of a strategic plan to build capacity and position 
Hawai‘i for future ADRC designation by the National Institute on Aging. This is a 
necessary step to eventually be able to apply for a National Institute on Aging (NIA)-
designated Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center (ADRC).  
 
Although Hawai‘i has numerous ongoing and historical dementia-related research 
projects, education initiatives, and community programs, these activities lack a 
coordinated structure. The state does not currently have the centralized research 
infrastructure, shared cores, or integrated data and clinical systems required to be 
competitive for NIA-funded ADRC designation. Establishing an ADRD Research Center 
would allow the university to build on existing strengths, reduce fragmentation, and 
create the foundation necessary for Hawai‘i to prepare for future ADRC application 
cycles. 
 
Hawai'i has the longest life expectancy in the United States, and the aging population is 
increasing rapidly. Approximately 31,000 people are living with Alzheimer's disease or 
other forms of dementia in Hawai‘i, reflecting over 11% of the population aged 65 years 
and older. They require 111 million hours of unpaid care by 62,000 caregivers, valued at 
2,891 million dollars in 2025. Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders (NHPIs) face a 



higher risk of dementia, and at younger ages. The odds of early-onset dementia among 
Native Americans (including Native Hawaiians) are over double that of Caucasians.  
 
Establishing an ADRD Research Center at the University of Hawai‘i will create a 
foundation to apply for future NIA ADRC designation and deliver significant benefits to 
the university, the state, and its residents. This center will advance interdisciplinary 
research, bringing together researchers from medicine, public health, nutrition, social 
sciences and others, thus enhancing UH’s research capabilities and reputation, 
attracting major federal research dollars, and expanding opportunities for local talent in 
biomedical research and healthcare. The Alzheimer's disease and related dementias 
research center also creates the opportunity to advance scientific research focused on 
Asian American and NHPI populations which are historically underrepresented in 
dementia research, and will include unique genetic, behavioral, socio-cultural, and 
environmental factors affecting dementia risk. The research will improve patient care 
and access to clinical trials for our kūpuna. Importantly, this will strengthen collaboration 
between many academic and community partners, including the John A. Burns School 
of Medicine (JABSOM), UH Cancer Center, UH Center on Aging, Kuakini Medical 
Center, Hawai‘i Pacific Neuroscience, The Queen’s Health Systems, Hawai‘i Pacific 
Health, Native Hawaiian Health Systems, the Alzheimer’s Association Hawai‘i Chapter, 
and other community-based organizations. It will align with academic growth and 
workforce development, complementing JABSOM’s upcoming Neurology residency 
program. 
 
The UH Mānoa at Kaka‘ako campus has the capacity to physically house the ADRD 
Research Center, including laboratory and office spaces.  The appropriation and 
establishment of positions at JABSOM in this measure will support statewide community 
assets, and is in the best interests of our community.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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