UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘l SYSTEM
‘ONAEHANA KULANUI O HAWAII

Legislative Testimony
Ho'ike Mana‘'o | Mua O Ka ‘Aha‘dlelo

Testimony Presented Before the
Senate Committee on Economic Development and Tourism
and
Senate Committee on Education
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 1:01 p.m.
By
T. Samuel Shomaker, MD, JD, MSM
Dean
John A. Burns School of Medicine
and
Naoto T. Ueno, MD, PhD
Director
University of Hawai‘i Cancer Center
and
Vassilis L. Syrmos, PhD
Interim Provost
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

SB 2816 — RELATING TO STATE ENTERPRISE ZONES

Chairs DeCoite and Kim, Vice Chairs Wakai and Kidani, and Members of the
Committees:

Mahalo for the opportunity to comment on SB 2816, which modernizes Hawai‘i's State
Enterprise Zones program by recognizing the University of Hawai‘i John A. Burns
School of Medicine (JABSOM) and the University of Hawai‘i Cancer Center (UH Cancer
Center) as anchor institutions for health innovation, clinical research, and
biotechnology-driven economic development.

SB 2816 appropriately acknowledges that academic medicine and cancer research are
not only essential to patient care but also serve as critical drivers of economic growth,
workforce development, and private-sector investment. Together, JABSOM and the UH
Cancer Center form the core of Hawai‘i’s health innovation ecosystem—spanning
medical education, clinical trials, translational research, and the development of new
diagnostics, devices, and therapies.

JABSOM trains Hawai‘i’s future physicians and physician-scientists while serving as a
hub for clinical research, health systems innovation, and community-based care. In
parallel, the UH Cancer Center, as the State’s only NCl-designated cancer center, leads
early-phase clinical trials, population-based research, and translational science that
increasingly relies on collaboration with biotechnology and health technology partners.



By authorizing enterprise zone designation for census tracts that include JABSOM and
the UH Cancer Center, SB 2816 aligns state economic policy with where innovation is
already occurring. The measure also thoughtfully allows businesses outside a
designated enterprise zone to qualify for enterprise zone benefits when they enter into
binding collaborations with qualified businesses located within these census tracts. This
flexibility reflects the modern, distributed nature of biomedical innovation and enables
Hawai‘i-based companies to participate meaningfully without unnecessary geographic
barriers.

The anticipated impacts of SB 2816 include:

« Economic Diversification: Growth in biotechnology, medical devices, clinical
research, and health services—sectors that generate high-skill, high-wage
jobs.

o Workforce Development: Expanded career pathways for Hawai'‘i residents in
medicine, research, clinical trials, data science, regulatory affairs, and
advanced manufacturing.

« Patient Benefit: Increased access to cutting-edge clinical trials and innovative
treatments for Hawai'‘i residents, reducing the need for out-of-state care. For
Cancer, Ho'ola Early Phase Clinical Research Center will open in March 2026.

e Public—Private Partnerships: Stronger collaboration between UH, industry, and
community partners, ensuring that intellectual property and economic value
remain in Hawai'i.

SB 2816 represents a strategic and forward-looking investment in Hawai‘i’s future—
strengthening academic medicine, advancing cancer research, improving patient
outcomes, and positioning the state as a competitive healthcare and biotechnology hub.

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide our comment of this measure.



	Testimony Presented Before the
	Senate Committee on Economic Development and Tourism
	and
	Senate Committee on Education
	Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 1:01 p.m.
	By
	and
	University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa


