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SB 2854 — RELATING TO HEALTH
Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair McKelvey, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of the intent of SB 2854, which
seeks to improve access to oral health services.

This measure proposes amendments to the Hawai'i Revised Statutes related to the scope of
practice for dental hygienists, allowing licensed dental hygienists to place interim therapeutic
restorations in public health settings under the general supervision of a licensed dentist.

Oral health inequities are most evident among individuals with limited incomes and those living
in underserved and rural communities across Hawai‘i, where geographic isolation and workforce
shortages contribute to higher rates of untreated dental disease and delayed care. Expanding
the dental hygienist education/skills and scope of practice is one solution that can not only
increase access to care but improve patient’s dental and overall health outcomes.

The University of Hawai'i at Manoa School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene supports efforts to
expand access to oral health care in Hawai‘i. Our dental hygiene program is accredited by the
Commission on Dental Accreditation and prepares graduates for licensure as dental hygienists
to serve communities across Hawai‘i. The program plays a key role in preparing the oral health
workforce that serves both urban and rural communities throughout the state.

If this bill is approved, the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa’s dental hygiene program stands ready
to collaborate with the oral health professional organizations, community and clinical partners,
and accrediting agency to align educational preparation with this public health initiative.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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