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SB 2885 SD1 – RELATING TO BIOSECURITY 
 
Chairs Rhoads and Dela Cruz, Vice Chairs Gabbard and Moriwaki, and Members of the 
Committees: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on SB 2885 SD1 Relating to 
Biosecurity which beginning 1/1/2027, establishes mandatory handling and storage 
rules for commercial and residential coconut rhinoceros beetle (CRB) host material to 
reduce the spread of CRB within infested zones and to prevent spread into non-infested 
zones. Establishes penalties. 
 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resilience 
(CTAHR) provides critical research, extension, and operational support to combat 
Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle (CRB) and researchers at CTAHR have been involved 
since the beetle’s detection in 2013 focusing both immediate field operations and long-
term scientific solutions. We respectfully offer the following suggestions: 
 
Section 1 of this bill, beginning on page 1, line 8, it is probably closer to 5-7 months 
before emerging as new adults. 
 
Section 1, on page 1, lines 9-10, we comment that adult feeding in live host plants is 
required for the adults to produce viable eggs. Without host plants (typically palms) the 
populations cannot grow. 
 
Section 1, on page 2, line 9, replace “districts” with “islands”. 
 
Section 1, on page 3, lines 3-8, we suggest replace with: Palm-focused treatments 
include trunk injections and root drenches with systemic insecticides that last over six 
months, and crown treatments with contact insecticides. Both systemic and crown 



treatments kill beetles feeding on the host plant. These approaches can reduce local 
CRB populations when applied to a large proportion of palms in an infested area but do 
nothing to treat breeding sites. 
 
Section 2, on page 5, Chapter 150A HRS, line 8, (1) Mechanical turning and spreading, 
we comment that turning, aerating or spreading are undesirable protection for 
transported material. Fumigation, grinding, submersion, or incineration are all superior 
to turning and spreading. 
 
Section 2, on page 5, Chapter 150A HRS, line 17, (A) we suggest, composting reaching 
a minimum internal temperature of one hundred thirty-one degrees Fahrenheit or fifty-
five degrees Celsius for not less than three consecutive days; or. 
 
Section 2, on page 5, Chapter 150A HRS, line 18 through page 6, line 2, (B) we 
suggest, Steam treatment of equivalent heat-based kill treatment capable of achieving a 
minimum temperature of one hundred twenty-one degrees Fahrenheit or forty-nine 
degrees Celsius for not less than 30 minutes, or 
 
Section 2, on page 6, Chapter 150A HRS, line 3, we suggest replacing (ii) with (C). 
 
Section 2, on page 7, Chapter 150A HRS, line 5 - 7, (1), we comment that although hot 
composting kills CRB when hot, after processing when it cools it become infested. 
Spreading is a poor protection of material that will be transported to a non-infested 
zone. 
 
Section 2, on page 10, Chapter 150A HRS, (i), line 3, we comment that coconut husk 
typically is not a high-risk material. 
 
Section 2, on page 10, Chapter 150A HRS, (i), lines 8-9, we comment elevated level of 
risk establishment is anywhere below 6,000 feet. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments. 
 


