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SB 2936 – RELATING TO PARKING FOR DISABLED PERSONS. 

Chairs San Buenaventura and Inouye, Vice Chairs McKelvey and Elefante, and Members 
of the Committees: 

The University of Hawai’i (“University”) appreciates the opportunity to provide 
informational testimony on SB 2936, which seeks to improve parking access for persons 
with disabilities and recognizes the importance of ensuring safe and equitable access to 
campus facilities. 

Many University campuses are large and complex, with a diverse parking system that 
includes multiple parking structures, surface lots, and roadway parking distributed across 
a challenging topography. Currently, accessible parking is managed using an aggregated, 
zone-based approach that aligns with campus access patterns and operational needs. It 
is also in compliance with the Design Standards and Regulations of the Americans with 
Disability Act for parking. 

As drafted, the bill does not provide a definition of a “parking lot.” As such, it could be 
interpreted to apply accessible and van-accessible parking requirements at the level of 
individual parking areas rather than acknowledging a more campus-wide or zone-based 
aggregation. Additionally, many University campuses, like the Mānoa campus, are 
subject to individualized zoning and development requirements under its Plan Review 
Use Permit - which incorporate the parking requirements of the applicable county and the 
Americans with Disability Act. To be consistent with county and federal law, it is 
recommended that SB 2936 be amended to reflect an exception for public entities (like 
the University of Hawai’i) that manage large inventories of parking stalls who are 
otherwise in compliance with the Design Standards and Requirements of the Americans 
with Disability Act. 

Without this exception, the University may be expected to significantly and materially alter 
the way it manages its parking inventory. This may result in reduced overall parking 
capacity and increased operational complexity related to enforcement, permitting, and 



customer service. In addition, implementation would require physical reconfiguration of 
existing facilities, including restriping, signage updates, and compliance with slope and 
access aisle requirements. Given the age and terrain of some campus facilities, 
compliance may require more extensive construction or grading work rather than simple 
restriping. The bill applies to existing parking facilities and does not include a funding 
mechanism or implementation flexibility to address these physical constraints. 

The University offers this testimony to respectfully request an exception for its campuses, 
who manage a large inventory of parking across multiple facilities in accordance with 
county and federal requirements. We appreciate the Legislature’s attention to 
accessibility and respectfully encourage continued dialogue to ensure that the bill’s 
objectives can be implemented in a clear, consistent, and operationally feasible manner. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 

 


