
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I SYSTEM 
ʻŌNAEHANA KULANUI O HAWAIʻI   
Legislative Testimony 
Hōʻike Manaʻo I Mua O Ka ʻAhaʻōlelo 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Testimony Presented Before the 
Senate Committee on Water, Land, Culture and the Arts  

Wednesday, February 18, 2026 at 1:01 p.m. 
By 

Darren T. Lerner, PhD 
Director, Sea Grant College Program,  

School of Ocean and Earth Science and Technology 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

and 
Vassilis L. Syrmos, PhD 

Interim Provost 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

 
 
SB 2979 – RELATING TO COMMUNITY CO-MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS 
 
Chair Lee, Vice Chair Inouye, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The University of Hawai‘i Sea Grant College Program (Hawai‘i Sea Grant) supports 
SB 2979.  This measure would authorize the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) to enter into “community co-management agreements” with qualified 
Hawaiʻi based nonprofit groups both mauka (inland) and makai (seaward). 
 
Hawaiʻi Sea Grant supports a novel program of research, education, and extension 
services, directed to the improved understanding and stewardship of coastal and marine 
ecosystems of the state, region, and nation. Authorizing co-management agreements 
between DLNR and qualified Hawaiʻi-based nonprofit groups will place one more tool in 
the region’s tool box for effective stewardship of natural resources.  
 
Hawaiʻi Sea Grant partners with DLNR and many community nonprofits across the state 
on coastal and marine research and conservation initiatives. Co-management 
agreements will open up new opportunities for collaboration that support thriving coastal 
ecosystems, community resilience, and the perpetuation of cultural practice.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this measure. 
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