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Chair Kim, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee: 

The University of Hawaiʻi supports the intent of HB 3050, which directs Honolulu 
Community College (HonCC), in partnership with state agencies and maritime 
employers, to conduct a study and develop a plan for a statewide Maritime Youth 
Apprenticeship Program for individuals ages 16 to 24. However, the University offers 
the following comments and proposed amendments to ensure the study is feasible and 
successful. 

• The current draft of HB 3050 presents several operational hurdles: 
• The University cannot absorb the costs of a comprehensive statewide study 

without a specific appropriation. A study of this scope requires dedicated project 
management, industry data analysis, and travel for neighbor island stakeholder 
engagement. 

• As drafted, the bill takes effect July 1, 2026, with a report due in December 2026. 
This five-month window is insufficient to conduct meaningful statewide outreach, 
coordinate with multiple state agencies, and design a curriculum that meets 
federal apprenticeship standards. 

•  Although HonCC is one of several community colleges that conducts career and 
technical education, it no longer has a Small Vessel Fabrication and Repair 
program, having closed the program several years ago. Furthermore, HonCC no 
longer operates or has access to the Marine Education Training Center on Sand 
Island. It is now operated daily by the Polynesian Voyaging Society. In fact, 
Windward Community College (WCC) is currently participating in youth pre-
apprenticeship maritime work with Kailua High School and maritime partners on 
Oʻahu. 

To address these challenges, the University of Hawai‘i respectfully requests the 
following amendments: 



• Amend Section 3 to require the report prior to the 2028 Regular Session. This 
allows for a longer time for planning, stakeholder recruitment, and alignment with 
the academic calendar. 

• The University suggests an appropriation to cover the costs of a temporary 
project coordinator, data consultants, and statewide industry workshops. 

• Amend Section 2(b) to have the UHCC System to lead the study together with 
participation by HonCC and WCC. 

• Amend Section 2(b) to state that a successful study would require the 
Department of Education, Department of Business, Economic Development, and 
Tourism and the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations to provide the 
necessary workforce and enrollment data to support the findings. 

• Acknowledge the existing youth pre-apprenticeship work of Kailua High School, 
WCC, and maritime partners to ensure the statewide plan builds upon current 
momentum rather than duplicating effort. 

The University of Hawai‘i supports the intent of HB 3050, as long as its passage does 
not replace or adversely impact priorities as indicated in our BOR Approved Budget and 
that the operational concerns noted above are addressed. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 

 


