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SB 3134 — RELATING TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL SYSTEMS OF CARE.
Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair McKelvey, and Members of the Committee:

University of Hawai‘i Community Colleges offers its testimony in support with considerations
of SB 3134, which seeks to modernize Hawai‘i’'s emergency medical services (EMS) statutes
to better align with current best practices in emergency care, workforce preparation, and
system coordination.

Hawai‘i’s existing EMS statutory framework would benefit from updates that reflect
contemporary clinical standards, evolving scopes of practice, and integrated systems-of-care
models that are now widely recognized at the national level. Modernized statutes can provide
clearer guidance for EMS governance, promote consistency across counties, and support
quality assurance and performance improvement across the emergency response continuum.
University of Hawai‘i Community Colleges recognize the importance of statutory alignment
between workforce education, credentialing, and real-world clinical practice. Currently, the
EMS programs are offered through Kapi‘olani Community College. Updating EMS statutes to
reflect current best practices supports stronger alignment between educational curricula,
certification expectations, and the competencies required of today’s EMS professionals. This
is particularly important in Hawai‘i, where geographic isolation and uneven access to
emergency care heighten the need for a well-prepared, adaptable EMS workforce.

At the same time, while University of Hawai‘i Community Colleges is supportive of the bill
overall, we note that implementation of an Advanced Emergency Medical Technician (AEMT)
program would require additional services and resources to meet required accreditation and
instructional standards. Specifically, the AEMT pathway would necessitate approximately 200
additional hours of instruction beyond the current EMT program, along with expanded faculty
capacity, clinical coordination, and instructional support at Kapi‘olani Community College.
These considerations are important to ensure that statutory modernization translates into
high-quality, sustainable workforce preparation rather than unfunded mandates on education
providers.

In addition, modern EMS statutes that emphasize system integration can strengthen
coordination between pre-hospital care, hospitals, and community-based services, improving
patient outcomes and overall system resilience. Such alignment supports Hawai‘i’'s broader
public health goals and enhances emergency preparedness across island communities.



Conclusion

SB 3134 represents a meaningful step toward modernizing Hawai‘i’'s emergency medical
services framework in a manner consistent with national best practices. University of Hawai'i
Community Colleges support the intent of the bill and appreciate the Legislature’s focus on
strengthening EMS systems statewide. As implementation moves forward, we encourage
continued collaboration with education and workforce partners to ensure that programmatic
expectations are aligned with available resources and accreditation requirements. With these
considerations in mind, University of Hawai‘i Community Colleges respectfully supports

SB 3134.



