UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘l SYSTEM
‘ONAEHANA KULANUI O HAWAII

Legislative Testimony
Ho'ike Mana‘'o | Mua O Ka ‘Aha‘dlelo

Testimony Presented Before the
House Committee on Finance
Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 2:00 p.m.
By
Matt Elliott, Athletics Director
Department of Athletics
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa

SB 3263 SD2 HD2 — RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII
Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee:

The Department of Athletics at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa (UHM Athletics)
supports SB 3263 SD2 HD2. Since July 1, 2025, collegiate institutions have been
permitted to use funding to provide additional scholarships and share revenue with
student-athletes under a new national Name, Image and Likeness (NIL) framework. NIL
opportunities are important to college sports because they recognize the real economic
value that student-athletes create while preserving their ability to benefit from their own
work and identity.

UHM Athletics currently provides NIL opportunities in accordance with its primary
objectives to create an outstanding student-athlete experience, recruit and retain elite
student-athletes, and achieve competitive success at the top of the Mountain West and
Big West conferences. UHM Athletics appreciates the House Committee on Finance’s
inclusion of $5 million in the FY 2026-2027 state budget. UHM Athletics is currently
relying on private fundraising to meet the current NIL obligations to student-athletes.
Additional funding would create a certain revenue source that will allow the department
to fully pursue its goals.

As UHM Athletics manages this new phase of college athletics, SB 3263 SD2 HD2
provides appropriate structure around NIL programming in the state. The department
supports the establishment of student-athlete rights, reasonable education and reporting
requirements, protections for student-athletes, and a thoughtful framework to move
forward in a transparent manner.

UHM Athletics proposes an amendment on page 7 to subsection (e) that maintains the
intent of the provision while providing greater flexibility, to read as follows:

“(e) The university shall may provide advisors to student-athletes. The advisors
may be employees, contractors, volunteers, or otherwise. The advisors shall
provide independent advice and assistance to the student-athletes relating to
institutional name, image, and likeness agreements and third-party name, image,



and likeness agreements and shall act solely in the student-athletes' best
interest.”

Thank you for opportunity to testify on SB 3263 SD2 HD2, and encourages the
committee to pass the bill.
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