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SB 3276 — RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS
Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair McKelvey, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on SB 3276 relating to homelessness which
appropriates funds to the Department of Human Services for the funding of a medical respite
program in Honolulu and the Homeless Outreach and Navigation for Unsheltered Persons
Program under the Ohana Zones Program, and for the expenses of the Statewide Office on
Homelessness and Housing Solutions. Appropriates funds to the University of Hawai'‘i to
conduct a survey on statewide homelessness.

SB 3276 includes much-needed funds of $8 million to support medical respite, outreach, and
navigation support. These efforts will help our most vulnerable individuals obtain health care,
housing, and services that will improve their lives. When we stabilize the conditions of those
experiencing homelessness, we also reduce tensions in the community and realize a net
savings in taxpayer dollars.

Regarding Section 3, University of Hawai‘i College of Tropical Agriculture and Human
Resilience (UH) comments that funding for a UH study rather than a comprehensive survey will
better address data gaps and will enable stakeholders to answer high priority, actionable issues.
The measure as written does not define what constitutes a “comprehensive survey.” Replacing
“survey” with “study” would enable the use of the most appropriate methodologies to capture the
full scope of homelessness beyond existing Point-In-Time (PIT) counts and Homeless
Management Information System (HMIS) data.

Additionally, a truly comprehensive analysis of the statewide status of homelessness requires
examining cross-system utilization—including interactions with law enforcement, courts, and
healthcare—to identify intervention points and cost-saving opportunities that service-based data
alone cannot. However, accessing and integrating data across systems requires establishing
complex data-sharing protocols and engaging in multi-agency collaboration. A multi-year time
frame with an increased appropriation would be necessary for this type of study. The
appropriation in SB 3276 will support statewide community assets.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.
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