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SCR 27/SR 24 — URGING MAUI HEALTH TO COLLABORATE WITH
STAKEHOLDERS TO ESTABLISH A FULL-TIME MEDICAL RESIDENCY PROGRAM
ON THE ISLAND OF MAUI

Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair McKelvey, and Members of the Committee:

The John A. Burns school of medicine (JABSOM) supports SCR 27/SR 24
which urges collaboration between Maui Health, the administrators of the Hawai'‘i Rural
Health Transformation Plan, the John A. Burns School of Medicine, and other
stakeholders to establish a full-time medical residency program on the island of Maui.
JABSOM recognizes the great need as well as benefits of expanding residency training
to the neighbor islands and especially Maui.

Hawai'‘i is experiencing an alarming shortage of physicians. The shortage impacts
the neighbor islands disproportionately, with Maui facing a critical overall physician
shortage of forty-one percent, representing a deficit of approximately one hundred
seventy-nine full-time equivalent physicians according to the 2025 Physician Workforce
Assessment. Primary care, internal medicine, and some specialty physician shortages
represent the greatest area of need. This shortage, along with shortages in other health
processes, greatly impairs access to care, and may result in more poorly controlled
chronic diseases. JABSOM has shown that eighty per cent of graduates who complete
their medical school and residency training, also known as graduate medical education,
in the State remain in Hawai'i to practice.



There are considerable public benefits and positive outcomes achieved by
expanding capacity for training medical students especially on the neighbor islands with
the goal of having these students ultimately remain in Hawai‘i to practice. Collaboration
between public and private entities has demonstrated success on Kaua'‘i and Hawai‘i
Island. Through a similar collaborative effort, a medical residency program may be
established on Maui. JABSOM has been working with Maui Health and other Maui-
based stakeholders for more than a year to achieve the necessary infrastructure,
policies, and processes so that they can be successful in achieving a medical residency
program in a primary care specialty.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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