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SCR 28 - REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO CONVENE A
WORKING GROUP TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A STATE OF HAWAII
COMMEMORATIVE VIETNAM VETERANS MEDAL.

Chair Fukunaga, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:

The University of Hawai‘i — West O‘ahu (UHWO) stands in full support of SCR 28. This
resolution represents a vital step in providing the long overdue honor and recognition
our Vietnam veterans deserve.

A Legacy of Healing

In January 2026, UHWO was privileged to host The Wall That Heals, a three-quarter
scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. This event was more than a exhibit; it
was a profound opportunity for veterans and their families to find peace and move
forward from the scars of battle and the mistreatment many faced upon their return from
war.

The success of this initiative was driven by the tireless stewardship of community
leaders Sue Bauer and Eddie Freeman, supported by hundreds of volunteers who
staffed the memorial 24 hours a day. The overwhelming response — 15,000 visitors in
just six days — clearly demonstrates a deep community need to honor this specific
generation of heroes.

Why SCR 28 Matters

For too long, the service of Vietham veterans was ignored or scorned. SCR 28 is a
necessary corrective action by the State of Hawai‘i. By convening a working group to
develop a commemorative medal, the State takes a meaningful step toward restoring
the honor of those who sacrificed for our country. Formal State recognition is the
essential next step in this delayed healing process.

Our Commitment to Veterans
UHWO is deeply rooted in the veteran community:
e Ranked by U.S. News & World Report as one of the top three universities in the
West for serving veterans.




e Top 10 nationally for the percentage of students who have served in the military.
In Fall 2025, 12% of UHWO students were veterans. The national average for
public universities is 2.8%.

e Growing enrollment with an increase of 11.5% from Fall 2024.

e Workforce connected, UHWO veterans are enrolled in degree programs that are
strongly aligned with Hawai‘i’'s workforce needs including Business (29%),
Cybersecurity (13%), Public Administration (13%) and Information Security
Assurance (9%).

Given our campus’ unique connection to this mission and our student body’s high
military affiliation, we offer our full support to this resolution. We stand ready to
participate in or assist the working group in any capacity to ensure our Vietnam
veterans receive the recognition they have earned. Thank you for the opportunity to

provide testimony.



