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SCR 162/SR 153 — REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO CONVENE A
SHARED-DECISION MAKING COMMITTEE TO DEVELOP AN ACTION PLAN TO
ESTABLISH A K-12 KAIAPUNI SCHOOL IN KAPOLEIL.

Chairs Kim and Richards, Vice Chairs Kidani and Lamosao, and Members of the Committees:

The UH System is currently engaged in a coordinated 10-campus process to align and
strengthen teacher education programs across both the community colleges and four-year
institutions. As part of this effort, UH has developed a common two-year pre-licensure teacher
education pathway across the community colleges, designed to create clear, efficient pathways
into four-year licensure programs. These pathways include both English-medium and Hawaiian
language (Kaiapuni) options to support the preparation of teachers across instructional contexts.
This initiative provides coordinated access to free education coursework, advising, and
accelerated pathways into teacher licensure programs.

The University of Hawai‘i—-West O‘ahu and Leeward Community College are aligned with this
systemwide approach, which is intentionally coordinated with the Hawai‘i State Department of
Education Strategic Plan and the Kaiapuni Strategic Implementation Plan to ensure a cohesive,
statewide strategy for growing and sustaining the educator workforce.

Given these ongoing systemwide efforts, UH emphasizes the importance of strong coordination
and alignment across existing statewide initiatives. Such alignment is critical to effectively
addressing teacher shortages and advancing the long-term growth and sustainability of
Kaiapuni education and Hawai‘i’'s broader education system.

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.





