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Introduction 

The enrollment projections for University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu (UHWO) present 
information on historical and projected headcount enrollment. The projections are 
statistical extrapolations of current trends in enrollment. In general, they neither 
set enrollment targets nor take into consideration planned or potential changes 
in policies or procedures at the campus level nor the system level. They should 
be considered as an extension into the future of current enrollment trends and 
are an indication of what is likely to occur should practices continue as they 
have in the recent past. They may be used as a foundation for further work in the 
enrollment planning and budgeting processes. 

Key Takeaways 

● UHWO's enrollment declined 2% to 2,814 in Fall 2024, continuing a five-year
downward trend despite small growth in certain classified student groups like
first-time freshmen and continuing students.

● Classified student enrollment showed mild recovery (<1%) for the second
consecutive year, reaching 2,519 in Fall 2024.

● Total enrollment is projected to fluctuate modestly before stabilizing at
approximately 2,770 by Fall 2030.

Enrollment Trend and Projection by Student Population 

Classified Students 

First-time Freshmen 

● First-time freshman enrollment reached a six-year high of 237 in Fall 2024,
representing a bright spot amid overall enrollment decline.

● Direct entrants from Leeward and Central district public high schools continue to
be the largest source of first-time students.

● In step with a broader trend of decreasing high school graduates in Hawai‘i, the
first-time freshman enrollment is projected to decline slightly to 220 by 2030.

Transfer Students 

● Transfer enrollment dropped 19% from its Fall 2020 peak of 600 to 484 in Fall
2024, with further decline projected to 457 by 2030.

● UH campuses remain the primary source of transfers but these numbers are
expected to decrease steadily.

Page 1



● The established transfer pathway from Leeward Community College offers a 
stable recruitment pipeline. 

Returning Students 

● Returning student enrollment increased 8.3% to 91 in Fall 2024, suggesting 
successful re-engagement of stop-out students. 

● The projection calls for a slight increase by 2030. 

Continuing Students 

● Continuing student enrollment (1,707 in Fall 2024) increased slightly (1.2%) in 
step with the recent increases in first-time freshmen. 

● It is projected to decline as first-time freshman enrollment decreases. 

Unclassified Students 

● Unclassified enrollment decreased 16% in Fall 2024 from prior year despite 
increases in regular unclassified and students home-based at other UH 
campuses. 

● The two-year consecutive decline is driven by early admit students (who make 
up the majority of unclassified students) and is challenging assumptions about 
growth from this population. 

● Unclassified students are projected to slightly increase by 2030. 

Note 

IRAPO is in the process of reviewing the methodology and content of our enrollment 
projections to better serve our stakeholders. As a result, compared to the last 
publication of enrollment projections (covering the Fall 2023 to Fall 2028 period), this 
report is simplified. It provides projections as headcounts by student type, education 
level, and program, but not other measures or characteristics previously reported. 
However, the same methodologies used in the last enrollment projections are still 
applied in this report, so year-to-year comparisons are viable. 

For methodology, please refer to Appendix A. 
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Note: Refer to Appendix A: Methodology for contributing factors leading to projection uncertainties.    
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TABLE 1
HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT BY STUDENT TYPE AND EDUCATION LEVEL

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I-WEST O‘AHU
FALL 2019 TO FALL 2030

PROJECTED

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Campus Total .................................................3,049 3,168 3,008 2,913 2,863 2,814 2,802 2,807 2,770 2,770 2,778 2,770

Classified Students ........................................... 2,636 2,755 2,651 2,491 2,510 2,519 2,497 2,493 2,448 2,440 2,441 2,426
Freshman .......................................... 347 347 304 318 355 349 346 346 301 326 329 324
Sophomore ........................................... 319 320 296 248 296 297 300 293 293 264 280 281
Junior .............................................. 709 820 774 733 694 717 714 722 721 717 701 700
Senior .............................................. 1,261 1,268 1,277 1,192 1,165 1,156 1,137 1,132 1,133 1,133 1,131 1,121

Unclassified & Other .........................................413 413 357 422 353 295 305 314 322 330 337 344

Entering Students …………………… 774 913 794 761 823 812 809 802 754 789 778 774

First-Time Freshmen ................. 217 232 224 216 227 237 238 236 191 230 222 220
Direct Public Entrants ..........................................165 177 175 168 188 182 184 179 136 176 166 164
Direct Private Entrants ..........................................25 32 18 17 19 29 28 31 29 28 30 30
Other First-Time Freshman ...........................................27 23 31 31 20 26 26 26 26 26 26 26

Transfer ........................................... 506 600 513 462 512 484 479 473 469 464 460 457
Freshman ........................................... 37 27 24 13 32 31 31 30 30 30 29 29
Sophomore ........................................... 93 88 68 69 91 67 66 65 65 64 64 63
Junior ........................................... 247 339 290 257 278 273 270 267 265 262 259 258
Senior ........................................... 129 146 131 123 111 113 112 111 109 108 108 107

Transfer by Previous College ........................................... 506 600 513 462 512 484 479 473 469 464 460 457
UH Campuses ……………….. 381 484 384 373 397 368 364 360 357 353 350 347
Hawaii Private ………………….. 17 9 12 7 12 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
Mainland (Incl Military) ………. 84 86 91 73 89 95 94 93 92 91 90 90
Other …………………………….. 24 21 26 9 14 13 13 12 12 12 12 12

REGISTRATION STATUS AND HISTORICAL

Page 4



TABLE 1
HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT BY STUDENT TYPE AND EDUCATION LEVEL

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I-WEST O‘AHU
FALL 2019 TO FALL 2030

PROJECTED

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

REGISTRATION STATUS AND HISTORICAL

Returning ........................................... 51 81 57 83 84 91 92 93 94 95 96 97
Freshman ........................................... 6 3 4 3 8 12 8 8 8 8 8 8
Sophomore ........................................... 4 12 5 9 4 5 9 9 9 9 9 9
Junior ........................................... 10 25 23 26 28 25 25 26 26 26 27 27
Senior ........................................... 31 41 25 45 44 49 50 50 51 52 52 53

Continuing .......................................... 1,862 1,842 1,857 1,730 1,687 1,707 1,688 1,691 1,694 1,651 1,663 1,652
Freshman ........................................... 87 85 52 86 88 69 69 72 72 58 70 67
Sophomore ........................................... 222 220 223 170 201 225 225 219 219 191 207 209
Junior ........................................... 452 456 461 450 388 419 419 429 430 429 415 415
Senior ........................................... 1,101 1,081 1,121 1,024 1,010 994 975 971 973 973 971 961

Unclassified and Other ...........................................413 413 357 422 353 295 305 314 322 330 337 344
Regular Unclassified .........................................37 94 30 52 45 50 50 50 50 50 50 50
Early Admits  1/ .........................................300 264 279 328 284 220 230 239 247 255 262 269
Home-Based at Other UH  2/ …….. 76 55 48 42 24 25 25 25 25 25 25 25

1/  High school students taking college level courses.
2/  Students whose primary (home) campus, as defined in Banner / ODS, is a UH campus other than UH-West O‘ahu.
Source:  UH Institutional Research, Analysis and Planning Office; April 2025.
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TABLE 2
HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT BY PROGRAM

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I-WEST O‘AHU
FALL 2019 TO FALL 2030

HISTORICAL  PROJECTED
PROGRAM 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

TOTAL ...........................................................................3,049 3,168 3,008 2,913 2,863 2,814 2,802 2,807 2,770 2,770 2,778 2,770
Lower Division  1/ ................................... 1,075 1,079 956 980 1,003 935 951 953 916 920 946 949
Upper Division .................................. 1,974 2,089 2,052 1,933 1,860 1,879 1,851 1,854 1,854 1,850 1,832 1,821

Applied Science ......................................... 332 316 304 269 340 385 382 381 371 370 372 369
Lower Division ...........................................60 65 55 56 98 135 135 134 124 123 127 126
Upper Division ...........................................272 251 249 213 242 250 247 247 247 247 245 243

Business Administration ......................................... 902 858 814 713 690 702 695 695 685 683 682 678
Lower Division ...........................................201 167 157 116 151 133 133 132 122 121 125 125
Upper Division ...........................................701 691 657 597 539 569 562 563 563 562 557 553

Creative Media  2/ ..........................................52 223 274 290 328 334 331 331 322 321 322 320
Lower Division ...........................................18 86 100 95 119 121 121 120 111 111 114 113
Upper Division ...........................................34 137 174 195 209 213 210 211 211 210 208 207

Cybersecurity  3/  ......................................... 3 58 99 126 135 134 133 129 129 129 129
Lower Division ........................................... 3 39 57 69 63 63 62 58 58 59 59
Upper Division ........................................... 0 19 42 57 72 71 71 71 71 70 70

Education .......................................... 211 181 178 190 170 160 159 159 156 156 155 155
Lower Division ...........................................66 62 46 29 36 38 38 38 35 35 36 36
Upper Division ...........................................145 119 132 161 134 122 121 121 121 121 119 119

General ..........................................................106 94 48 39 31 27 27 27 25 25 26 25
Lower Division ...........................................95 70 40 35 27 25 25 25 23 23 24 23
Upper Division ...........................................11 24 8 4 4 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Humanities ........................................... 162 121 89 93 108 124 123 123 122 122 121 120
Lower Division ...........................................49 26 13 21 15 14 14 14 13 13 13 13
Upper Division ...........................................113 95 76 72 93 110 109 109 109 109 108 107
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TABLE 2
HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT BY PROGRAM

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I-WEST O‘AHU
FALL 2019 TO FALL 2030

HISTORICAL  PROJECTED
PROGRAM 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Natural Science  2/ ......................................... 6 45 46 45 53 44 44 44 42 42 42 42
Lower Division ........................................... 5 32 27 22 24 21 21 21 19 19 20 20
Upper Division ........................................... 1 13 19 23 29 23 23 23 23 23 22 22

Public Administration ..........................................434 456 411 366 317 264 261 262 260 259 258 255
Lower Division ...........................................80 72 54 51 51 26 26 26 24 24 25 24
Upper Division ..........................................354 384 357 315 266 238 235 236 236 235 233 231

Social Sciences ...........................................431 458 429 387 347 344 341 338 336 333 334 333
Lower Division ...........................................88 83 68 76 60 64 70 67 65 63 66 66
Upper Division ...........................................343 375 361 311 287 280 271 271 271 270 268 267

Unclassified ........................................... 413 413 357 422 353 295 305 314 322 330 337 344
Regular Unclassified .................................... 37 94 30 52 45 50 50 50 50 50 50 50
Early Admits  4/ .................................... 300 264 279 328 284 220 230 239 247 255 262 269
Home-Based at Other UH  5/ .................................... 76 55 48 42 24 25 25 25 25 25 25 25

1/  Includes unclassified students for all years.

3/  BS in Cybersecurity approved by the UH Board of Regents in May 2020, effective Fall 2020.
4/  High school students taking college level courses.
5/  Students whose primary (home) campus is a UH campus other than UH West O‘ahu.

2/  BA program in Creative Media and BS program in Natural Science approved by the UH Board of  Regents in February 2019, effective Fall 2019.
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Appendix A: Methodology 

The enrollment projections for the University of Hawai‘i (UH) System, the University of 
Hawai‘i Community Colleges (UHCC) System, and the ten campuses are based on 
consistent and, in many cases, longitudinal historical data. Student enrollment 
headcounts were extracted from datasets frozen at the official CENSUS date—
September 30, 2024 for the Fall 2024 term—to ensure comparability and integrity 
across all campuses and years. Actual and forecasts of high school graduates form the 
basis for modeling future first-time enrollments. These inputs include data provided by 
the Hawai‘i Department of Education for public school graduates and the Western 
Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE)’s “Knocking at the College Door” 
report (10th edition) for private school graduates. 
 
The projections present unduplicated headcounts of students enrolled in credit 
programs, including classified and unclassified students. Classified means the student 
is degree-seeking or certificate-seeking. Each group is treated separately, and the 
results are summed to yield the campus total. The methods used to forecast each group 
vary, including participation ratios, linear and logarithmic trends, continuation rates, and 
constants. 

Undergraduate Student Methodology 

Undergraduate enrollment data are categorized into classified and unclassified groups. 
Classified enrollment is divided by student type: first-time, transfer, returning, and 
continuing. Unclassified enrollment consists of three groups: regular, high school 
student early admission, and home-based at other UH campuses. The methodology for 
each group is discussed in further detail below. The UH and UHCC system-level 
numbers for all student types are the sums of the data from the individual campus level. 

 

Classified Undergraduate Enrollment 
First-time freshmen enrollment is subdivided by the geographic location of the high 
school of origin: direct entrants from Hawai‘i public high schools, direct entrants from 
Hawai‘i private high schools, and other first-time freshmen. Direct entrants are students 
who enter college in the fall term immediately following graduation from high school. For 
this report, direct entrants are those who graduated high school at the end of the 2023-
24 school year. 

For all UH campuses, the sharp decline in projected direct public entrants for Fall 2027 
is due to an anticipated decline in public school senior enrollment for school year 2026- 
27. This is a result of a policy update over a decade ago; in school year 2014-15, the 
date students must attain age 5 to attend kindergarten changed from December 31 to 
July 31. There was also a decline in the number of births in 2009. These changes 
resulted in a significant decrease in the number of students enrolled in kindergarten for 
the 2014-15 school year. That dip in enrollment has been working its way through the 
public school system and will reach the senior level in school year 2026-27, impacting
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college-going graduates who will enroll in either 4-year campuses or community college 
campuses in Fall 2027. 
 
The projection of direct public entrants is based upon the forecast of public high 
school seniors provided by the Hawai‘i Department of Education (see Appendix B), 
most recently updated in late summer 2024. Historical ratios of direct public entrants to 
public high school senior enrollment are calculated by school district. Enrollment for 
each year is projected by applying an average of this ratio (by district) to the annual 
DOE senior enrollment forecast. 
 
The projection of direct private entrants relies upon the private high school graduate 
forecast for Hawai‘i published by the Western Interstate Commission for Higher 
Education (WICHE), most recently updated in December 2020 (see Appendix C). 
Historical ratios of direct private entrants to Hawai‘i private high school graduates are 
first calculated. An average ratio is then applied to the WICHE annual private high 
school graduate forecast to yield the projected number of first-time freshmen from 
Hawai‘i private high schools. Please note that the most recent historical ratio of direct 
private entrants to Hawai‘i private high school graduates is from Fall 2023 due to the 
unavailability of data for the 2023-2024 school year. 
 
Other first-time freshmen include students from the U.S. mainland, students from 
foreign countries, those who completed high school via the GED examination, those 
who graduated from Hawai‘i high schools before the 2023-24 school year, home-
schooled students and students whose high school is unknown. The total number is 
small in absolute terms and is generally set to a constant. 
 
Transfer student enrollment is broken down by education level and by previous college 
for the 4-year campuses, and by education level only for the UHCC campuses. For UH 
Mānoa and UH Hilo, transfers from other UH campuses have been projected using a 
log trend. The remaining categories of previous colleges have been held constant at the 
current year (Fall 2024) level. For UH West O‘ahu (UHWO), total transfers have been 
projected using a log trend, with the distribution by previous colleges based on current 
year proportions. For all three 4-year campuses, distribution across education levels is 
determined using the current-year ratios. 

For UHCC campuses, transfer student enrollment is generally forecasted using one of 
two methods: for those campuses where the enrollment shows a distinct trend, a linear 
or logarithmic trend is used; for those campuses where the enrollment does not show a 
trend, it is set at a constant level at the Fall 2024 level. 
 
Returning students are previously enrolled students who have been absent for at least 
one semester (excluding summer session) without having attended another institution in 
the interim. For UHWO, lower division returning enrollment had been set to a constant 
at the Fall 2024 number, while upper division enrollment has been forecast using a 
linear trend. For UH Mānoa and UH Hilo, all returning students are set at the Fall 2024 
level. 
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Continuing student enrollment is forecast using continuation rates. For UH 4-year 
campuses, a continuation rate is the ratio of continuing enrollment at a given education 
level to the previous fall semester's total enrollment at the next lower level. Freshmen 
are projected using the prior year's first-time freshmen, sophomores using the last 
year's total freshmen, juniors using the sum of the previous year’s sophomores and 
juniors, and seniors using the previous year’s total upper division (juniors plus seniors). 
Formulas have been developed to determine the continuation rates that yield the best fit 
for the historical data. Continuing enrollment is forecast by applying these rates to the 
actual or projected enrollment by education level. 
 
For UHCC campuses, a continuation rate is the ratio of continuing enrollment for a 
given program area to the previous fall semester's total enrollment for that same 
program area. The continuation rates yielding the best fit to the historical data are first 
determined. These rates are then applied to the actual or projected total enrollment by 
program area to forecast the continuing enrollment. 
 
Projections by program area are done by applying the current year (Fall 2024) 
program proportions out of the total to the projected counts. Most programs are 
anticipated to maintain stable enrollment through 2025 and 2026 before tapering off. 
Campuses can further refine projections by program area by integrating approved, in-
process, and planned changes in the academic programs pipeline. 

 

Unclassified Undergraduate Enrollment 
Unclassified enrollment is divided into three groups: regular unclassified, early 
admission (high school students admitted to college courses), and students whose 
home campus is another UH campus. For UHWO and UH Hilo, early admits have been 
forecast with a log trend, while the other groups have been set constant at the Fall 2024 
level. For UH Mānoa, all unclassified students are set at the Fall 2024 level. For UHCC 
campuses, the unclassified students as a whole are forecasted by student type and 
program area. The methodology generally follows the same as that of classified 
students based on the student type that they fall under. The distribution between the 
different unclassified groups is made using the current year (Fall 2024) proportions. 
 
 

Graduate Student Methodology 

Classified graduate enrollment is subdivided by degree type, with each type being 
forecast separately: master’s, research doctorate, professional practice doctorate, and 
certificate (post-baccalaureate and graduate). For UH Mānoa, master’s enrollment has 
been forecast using a log trend, while the other degree types are held constant at the 
Fall 2024 level. For UH Hilo, master’s enrollment has similarly been forecast with a log 
trend. Research doctorates, graduate certificates, and the professional practice program 
in nursing have been set at a constant at the Fall 2024 level. However, enrollment in the 
professional practice program in pharmacy has been forecast using a log trend for non-
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residents and held constant for the resident, non-resident differential exempted, and 
150% resident categories. 
 
Similar to undergraduate enrollment, projections for each program area are made by 
applying the current year's (Fall 2024) program proportions to the total projected 
headcounts. 
 
Unclassified graduate enrollment at UH Mānoa and UH Hilo will remain constant at 
the Fall 2024 level. 
 

A Note on the High and Low Series for Projected Enrollment 
 
A complex mix of academic, economic, and social factors can influence whether and where 
students decide to attend college. Academically, graduation and retention rates directly 
affect how many students continue or complete their studies each year. The availability of 
financial aid—including Pell Grants and institutional scholarships—can be the key factor in 
whether students enroll or postpone college altogether. Beyond academics, broader 
economic and social considerations also play a significant role. Travel and housing costs 
can be obstacles for students from outer islands or the U.S. mainland, especially during 
times of high inflation and limited housing options. Local students might also weigh the cost 
of attending college out of state versus staying close to home. Furthermore, amid political 
uncertainty, changes in visa or travel policies can significantly influence international 
student enrollment. 
 
To account for these uncertainties, the Report provides three scenarios—high, medium, 
and low—for overall headcount enrollment, guided by historical projection error margins. 
The range recognizes that the further a projection extends into the future, the less accurate 
it becomes.  
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APPENDIX B 
HAWAI‘I PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS BY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

ACADEMIC YEARS 2018-19 TO 2029-30 
 

 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HISTORICAL PROJECTED 

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 

 
TOTAL ...................................... 

 
11,038 

 
11,574 

 
11,654 

 
11,365 

 
11,429 

 
11,538 

 
11,865 

 
11,728 

 
9,450 

 
11,364 

 
10,894 

 
10,650 

 
Total Seniors ........................... 

 
10,641 

 
11,095 

 
11,128 

 
10,821 

 
10,900 

 
10,976 

 
11,303 

 
11,166 

 
8,888 

 
10,802 

 
10,332 

 
10,088 

O'ahu Districts ........................ 7,278 7,657 7,603 7,348 7,328 7,474 7,637 7,504 5,753 7,235 6,876 6,690 

Honolulu District ................. 1,913 1,981 2,009 1,989 1,921 1,888 1,952 1,954 1,430 1,803 1,738 1,627 

Central District .................... 2,028 2,162 2,014 1,990 1,981 2,127 2,100 2,031 1,604 2,038 1,893 1,831 

Leeward District ................. 2,536 2,643 2,670 2,579 2,582 2,639 2,710 2,608 1,929 2,557 2,406 2,415 

Windward District ............... 801 871 910 790 844 820 875 911 790 837 839 817 

Neighbor Island Districts ....... 3,363 3,438 3,525 3,473 3,572 3,502 3,666 3,662 3,135 3,567 3,456 3,398 

Hawai‘i District ................... 1,518 1,513 1,576 1,498 1,620 1,532 1,657 1,655 1,332 1,540 1,539 1,500 

Maui District ....................... 1,193 1,272 1,276 1,298 1,310 1,314 1,346 1,343 1,177 1,414 1,306 1,304 

Kaua‘i District ...................... 652 653 673 677 642 656 663 664 626 613 611 594 

Other Schools ......................... 397 479 526 544 529 562 562 562 562 562 562 562 

Charter Schools 1/ ............ 397 479 526 544 529 562 562 562 562 562 562 562 

1/ Includes all districts. Charter School projection not provided by the DOE beginning 2014 (hence, set constant at 2023-24 level). 

Source: Department of Education for the State of Hawai‘i; October 2024. All seniors included in actuals, but only Regular Education seniors included in projected. 
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