
LIS 610  

Foundations of the Information Professions  

Spring 2020 
 

Instructor:  Gwen Sinclair, Chair, Government Documents & Maps Department, University of Hawai‘i at 

Manoa Library 

Office: Hamilton Library Room 006Bc 

Email: gsinclai@hawaii.edu  

Phone: 808-956-2549 (office/days) 808-753-0528 (mobile/evenings/weekends) (voice/text) 

Office hours: by appointment  

Course Catalog Description:  

LIS 610: Foundations of the Information Professions (3 credits) Lecture/discussion/survey. History, 

information ethics, and the role of libraries and information professionals in today’s changing 

technological society and workplace. MLISc degree required course. Prerequisites: None 

Note: If you need reasonable accommodations because of the impact of a disability, please: 

[1] contact the Kokua Program (V/T) at 956-7511 or 956-7612 in room 013 of the Queen Lili’uokalani 

Center for Student Services; 

[2] speak with me privately to discuss your specific needs. I will be happy to work with you and the 

KOKUA Program to meet your access needs related to your documented disability. 

Textbook & Readings 

No textbook is assigned for the course. Readings will be available via Slack. 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) 

This introductory survey course addresses the following SLOs:  

● SLO1: Design, provide, and assess information services 

● SLO2: Apply history and ethics to develop a professional LIS identity  

● SLO4: Evaluate and apply information technologies 

● SLO5: Engage with diverse communities and/or indigenous cultures 
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● SLO6: Demonstrate skills necessary to manage and work effectively within information 

organizations 

Course Learning Objectives 

This is an introductory survey course, enabling you to: 

1. Become acquainted with a variety of aspects of your chosen profession; 

2. Develop an understanding of the relationships and roles that libraries and comparable 

information agencies fulfill in the larger society, throughout history and into the future;  

3. Develop capacities for research and critical thinking, particularly in viewing major social issues 

and problems of concern to the profession; 

4. Gain experience in making informative presentations to colleagues on topics of interest to the 

profession; 

5. Understand professional ethics and be able to apply them to solve problems; 

6. On a personal level, to understand the potential scope and dimensions of the careers for which 

you are preparing, in order to perceive your unique pathway to meaningful and rewarding work. 

LIS Research Methodologies 

Research is an important part of the work and expertise of modern LIS professionals. This course utilizes 

the following research methods, as selected from “Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods 

Taught and Utilized in LIS Program Courses”: 

● Historiography 

● Critical Incident Analysis 

● Evaluation Research 

● Needs Assessment 

Grading 

Assignment 1  30% 

Assignment 2 30% 

Assignment 3 30% 

Class preparation and participation 10% 

 

Grading Scale:  
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A+ B+ C+ D F 

97-100% 87-89% 77-79% 60-69% 59% or less 

A B C   

93-96% 83-86% 73-76%   

A- B- C-   

90-92% 80-82% 70-72%   

 

Class preparation and participation includes completing assignments and readings and active 

participation in classroom discussions of readings and homework assignments.  

(a) Attendance. Your attendance and participation is imperative. Your course grade will be deducted by 

1% per unexcused absence. If you were late or absent because of illness or another emergency, please 

notify the instructor. You should notify your instructor in advance of excused absences, if possible. In the 

case of an absence, please arrange with another student to share lecture notes. 

(b) Active participation in classroom discussion. This does not mean monopolizing discussion, but rather 

means being prepared (especially having reflected on the readings due for that class), as well as actively 

contributing to discussion. You may be penalized in this category for any activities that disrupt class, 

such as tardiness, monopolizing class discussion, disrupting class or group-work or class, especially with 

irrelevant comments. 

(c) In order to encourage active reading and classroom discussion, you should come to class prepared 

with one meaningful sentence or passage from one of the assigned readings. You should be ready to 

share that specific sentence or idea, and explain what you found significant about it. You may use this to 

agree or disagree with the author, but should try to put it within a larger context. Each day I may call on 

a few students to give this. 

(d) Assignments must be submitted via Slack by 11:59 p.m. on the due date in Word or PDF 

format. Assignments should not be emailed to the instructor, submitted as plain text, or 

submitted as links to Google docs. Grades for late assignments will be reduced by ten percent 

for each day they are late. Students are expected to use word processing software to produce 

all assignments unless otherwise instructed. 

You are encouraged to bring a laptop or tablet to class, but it should be used to supplement your 

learning, such as for taking notes or looking up references made during class. I will subtract points from 

your participation score if you are doing non-course-related work during class, since that means you are 

not fully present in class. 
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Please turn your cell phone ringer off during class. Arriving late to class, unexcused absences, or 

chitchatting with your neighbor during class is disruptive, and will result in a lower participation score.

 

Teaching Method 

The course will be taught in a face-to-face environment. The course includes lectures, discussions, guest 

speaker presentations, and group work. Oral and written assignments are designed to promote critical 

analysis and reflection on class materials. Assignment due dates are indicated on the course schedule. 

Attendance and constructive participation are required. Lecture dates/readings/guest speakers are 

subject to change. 

 

Course Schedule (Subject to Change) 

[Jan. 15] Class 1: Introduction; course overview; giving presentations; history of libraries outside the U.S. 

 

[Jan. 22] Class 2: History of Libraries in the U.S. 

Preparation for Class: each student will be assigned to read a few of the following articles or book 

chapters (available via Slack): 

1. Battles, M. (2005).  Books for all. In Library: An Unquiet History (New York: W.W. Norton), 

117-155. 

2. Capps, K. (2014). How Andrew Carnegie built the architecture of American literacy. 

https://www.citylab.com/design/2014/10/how-andrew-carnegie-built-the- 

architecture-of-american-literacy/381953/ 

3. Fultz, M. (2006). Black public libraries in the South in the era of de jure segregation. Libraries & 

the Cultural Record 41(3), 337-359. 

4. Kevane, M. and Sundstrom, W. A. (2014). The development of public libraries in the United 

States, 1870-1930: A quantitative assessment. Information & Culture, 49(2), 117. 

5. Knott, C. (2015). Change and continuity. In Not Free, Not for All: Public Libraries in the Age of Jim 

Crow. Boston: University of Massachusetts Press, 137-151. Ebook 

6. Lerner, F. A. (1998). Putting knowledge to work. In The story of libraries: from the invention of 

writing to the computer age. New York: Continuum, 155-169. 

7. Marcum, D. B. (1991). The rural public library in America at the turn of the century. Libraries & 

Culture 26(1), 87-99. 

8. Morris, B. J. (2004).  Administering the School Library Media Center (4th ed.). Westport, Conn.: 

Libraries Unlimited, 1-29. 

9. Murray, S. (2009). Organizing knowledge. In The Library: An Illustrated History. New York: 

Skyhorse Publishing. ebook 
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10. Teigen, P.M. (1982). Medical libraries and history of medicine libraries. Watermark: Newsletter 

of The Association of Librarians in the History of the Health Sciences 6(1), 1-8. 

11. Weiner, S. G. (2005). The History of academic libraries in the United States: a review of the 

literature. Library Philosophy and Practice 7(2) [12 pages]. 

12. Wiegand, W. and Davis, D. G. (1994). Social libraries. In Encyclopedia of Library History (New 

York: Garland Publishing), 582-585. 

 

[Jan. 29] Class 3: Librarianship and Values  

Preparation for Class: 

ALA Core Competencies http://www.ala.org/educationcareers/careers/corecomp/corecompetences 

ALA Core Values of Librarianship http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/corevalues  

Gorman, M. (2015). Our Enduring Values Revisited: Librarianship in an Ever-Changing World , 1-55. 

Ebook  

Wiegand, W. A. (1989). The development of librarianship in the United States. Libraries & Culture 24 

(1989): 99-109. 

 

[Feb. 5] Class 4: Libraries and Values  

Preparation for Class 

Lankes, L. (2012). Expect More: Demanding Better Libraries For Today's Complex World. 
https://davidlankes.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/01/ExpectMoreOpen.pdf 

McCook, K. and Phenix, K. J. (2006). Public libraries and human rights. Public Library Quarterly 25(1-2). 

Pew Internet and Technology: Libraries 2016 

https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2016/09/09/libraries-2016/ 

 

[Feb. 12] Class 5: Professional Ethics; Copyright 

Guest speaker TBA.  

Preparation for Class 
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ALA Code of Ethics

http://www.ala.org/united/sites/ala.org.united/files/content/trustees/orgtools/policies/ 

ALA-code-of-ethics.pdf  

Asato, N. (2011). The origins of the Freedom to Read Foundation. Public Library Quarterly 30(4), 

286-306. 

Aulisio, G. (2013). Copyright in light of ethics. Reference Services Review, 41(3), 566-575. 

 

Brink, P., Ducey, M.E., & Lorang, E. (n.d.). The case of the Awgwan: considering ethics of digitization and 

access for archives. The Reading Room: A Journal of Special Collections. 
https://doaj.org/article/4e332c83363f4af99fcc2f2f74489857 

Freedom to Read Statement

www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/statementspols/freedomreadstatement 

IFLA Code of Ethics https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11092 Library Bill of Rights 

www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill  

Preer, J. (1991). Special ethics for special librarians? Special Libraries, 82(1), 12-18. 

Samek, T. (1996). The Library Bill of Rights in the 1960s: one profession, one ethic. Library Trends 45(1), 

50-60. 

Schӧpfel, J. (2016). Open access, privacy, and human rights: a case study on ethics in library and 

information sciences education. In Gorham, U., Taylor, N.G., and Jaeger, P. T. Perspectives on Libraries as 

Institutions of Human Rights and Social Justice. Bingley, UK: Emerald Group, 349-372. 

 

 

[Feb. 19] Class 6: Assignment 1 presentations part 1 

Due Today: Assignment 1 presentation and paper 

 

[Feb. 26] Class 7: Assignment 1 presentations part 2; Social Justice  

Preparation for Class 

Adkins, D., Sandy, H.M., Derpic, J. (2017).  Information sources of Latin American Immigrants in the rural 

midwest in the Trump Era. Library Quarterly 87(3), 243-256. 

Chase, Z. (Producer). (2018). In praise of limbo. This American Life [podcast]. 

https://www.thisamericanlife.org/664/the-room-of-requirement/act-one-4 
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Koerber, J. (2016). Celebration & integration: public services. Library Journal. 
https://www.libraryjournal.com/?detailStory=celebration-integration-public-services 

Sánchez, E.L.  (2017). How libraries discriminate against undocumented children.  Time. 
http://time.com/4982107/libraries-discriminate-undocumented- children 

Resources: 

American Library Association. Libraries Respond: Immigrants, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers 

 

[Mar. 4] Class 8: Equity of Access; Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion; Open Access  

Guest speaker TBA 

Preparation for Class 

Alexander, D. L. (2013). American Indian studies, multiculturalism, and the academic library. College & 

Research Libraries 74(1), 60-68. https://crl.acrl.org/index.php/crl/article/view/16278.  

American Library Association (n.d.). Cultural humility [webinar]. 

http://www.ala.org/educationcareers/elearning/cultural-humility 

 

American Libraries Live (2014, Nov. 6). Open access https://youtu.be/vLlXfTfoWGc  

Askin, N. (2015). Managing barriers: provision of information access for underserved groups. See Also 1 
https://doi.org/10.14288/sa.v1i1.186337 

Association of College and Research Libraries. (2012). Diversity Standards: Cultural Competency for 

Academic Libraries. http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/diversity 

Cancro, P. (2016). The dark(ish) side of digitization: information equity and the digital divide. Serials 

Librarian 71(1) : 57-62. 

Graham, P. (2001). Public librarians and the civil rights movement: Alabama, 1955-1965. Library 

Quarterly 71(1), 1-27. 

Jaeger, P. T., Cooke, N. A., Feltis, C., Hamiel, M., Jardine, F., & Shilton, K. (2015). The virtuous circle 

revisited: Injecting diversity, inclusion, rights, justice, and equity into LIS from education to advocacy. 

Library Quarterly, 85(2), 150-171. 

Open access and indigenous scholars (2015). Library Journal 140(15), 109.  
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Strife, M. (1994). Special libraries and diversity: ethical considerations. Reference Librarian 45-46, 
213.  

 

[Mar. 11] Class 9: Group Presentation on Social Issues  

Due today: Assignment 2 Presentation and  reflection paper 

 

[Mar. 18] Class 10: Intellectual Freedom: Neutrality in Libraries  

Are Libraries Neutral?: Highlights from the Midwinter President’s Program, June 2018 

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/06/01/are-libraries-neutral/ 

Childs, L. (2017). To uphold and resist: protecting intellectual freedom through progressive librarianship. 

Serial Librarian 73(1), 58-67. 

Gorman (2015). Our Enduring Values Revisited, pp. 109-123. E-book  

Quesada, T.D. (2007). Spanish spoken here. American Libraries 38(10), 40-44.  

Stephens, J. (2007). English spoken here. American Libraries 38(10), 41-44. 

Letters in response to Quesada and Stephens, American Libraries Jan/Feb 2008 v. 39 no.1/2, 8-11. 

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/01/0108.pdf 

Spencer, B. (2014). From atomic shelters to arms control: libraries, civil defense, and American 

militarism during the cold war. Information & Culture: A Journal of History, 49(3), 351-385. 

 

[Mar. 25] No class - Spring Break 

 

[Apr. 1] Class 11 Intellectual Freedom: Controversial Speech, Censorship / Filtering, Children’s IF 

Preparation for Class: each student will be assigned to read a portion of the readings 

Adams, H.A. (2016). 65 years & counting: AASL and school librarians — still champions of intellectual 

freedom. Knowledge Quest 45(1), 34-41. 

American Library Association. (2019, Nov. 5). ALA responds to county commission decision to deny 

digital access to New York Times in Citrus County public libraries. 
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http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2019/11/ala-responds-county-commission-decision-deny-digit

al-access-new-york-times?utm_source=alanews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1105&utm_cont

ent=pressrelease 

Batch, K.R. (2015). Filtering beyond CIPA: consequences of and alternatives to overfiltering in schools. 

Knowledge Quest 44(1), 60-66. 

Chmara, T. (2015). Do minors have first amendment rights in schools? Knowledge Quest 44(1). 

Dawkins, A.M. (2018). The decision by school librarians to self-censor: the impact of perceived 

administrative discomfort. Teacher Librarian 45(3), 8-12. 

Downey, J. (2013). Self-censorship in selection of LGBT-themed materials. Reference & User Services 

Quarterly 53(2), 104-107. 

Federal Communications Commission. (n.d.). Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA)

www.fcc.gov/guides/childrens-internet-protection-act 

Houghton-Jan, S. (2010). Internet filtering. In American Library Association Office for Intellectual 

Freedom, Jiyubu, C., Griffey, J., Houghton-Jan, S., & Neiburger, E.  Privacy and freedom of information in 

21st-century libraries. Library technology reports 46(8). Chicago, IL: ALA TechSource. Ebook 

Knox, E. (2015). Reading should edify the soul. In Book banning in 21st-century America. Lanham: 

Rowman & Littlefield, 94-121. Ebook 

 

Knox, E. (2015). Fear, knowledge, and power. In Book Banning in 21st-century America. Lanham: 

Rowman & Littlefield, 122-140. Ebook 

 

Schraeder, E. F. (2018). Three ways to advocate for books during a challenge. IF Blog 

https://www.oif.ala.org/oif/?p=15159 

Sturges, P. Limits to freedom of expression? The problem of blasphemy. IFLA journal 41(2) 2015: 

112-119. 

 

[Apr. 8] Class 12: Privacy 

Preparation for Class 

ALA Q&A on Privacy and Confidentiality: 

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/privacyconfidentialityqa 
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Berman, E. (2018). Big Brother is watching you: the ethical role of libraries and big data. 

https://chooseprivacyeveryday.org/the-ethical-role-of-libraries-and-big-data/ 

Griffey, J. (2018). Libraries as private spaces. 

https://chooseprivacyeveryday.org/libraries-as-private-spaces/ 

Hellman, E. (2015, June 16). Toward the post-privacy library? American Libraries. 
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2015/06/16/toward-the-post-privacy-library/ 

West, J. (2019). A guide to patron privacy. Computers in Libraries 39(6). 

http://www.infotoday.com/cilmag/jul19/West--A-Guide-to-Patron-Privacy.shtml 

Useful site: http://www.librarian.net/talks/privacy17/ 

Due Today: 

 

[Apr. 15] Class 13 Libraries and Indigenous Knowledge 

Guest speaker (TBA) 

   

Preparation for Class 
 

Fermantez, K. (2013). Rocking the boat: Indigenous geography at home in Hawai‘i. In Johnson, J.T., and 

Larsen, S.C. (Eds.). Deeper Sense Of Place: Stories And Journeys Of Indigenous-Academic Collaboration. 
Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2013. Ebook 

 

Kell, J. and Booker, L. (2018). Working with ‘Women Only’: Gendered protocols in the digitization and 

archiving process. Language Documentation & Conservation 12, 461-480. http://hdl.handle.net/10125/24794 

Komeiji, K., Long, K., Matsuda, S., Paikai, A., and Shim, K. (2019). E Naʻauao Pū, E Noiʻi Pū, E Noelo Pū: 

Research Support for Hawaiian Studies. http://hdl.handle.net/10125/44906  

 

Kostelecky, S.R., Hurley, D.A., Manus, J., and Aguilar, P. (2017) Centering indigenous knowledge: three 

southwestern tribal college and university library collections. Collection Management, 42(3-4), 180-195, 

DOI: 10.1080/01462679.2017.1327914 
 

Oliveira, K. (2016). Ka wai ola: the life-sustaining water of Kanaka knowledge. In Wright, E.K. and 

Oliveira, K. Kanaka ‘Oiwi Methodologies: Moolelo and Metaphor . Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 

Ebook 

Due Today: Assignment 3 Scenario 
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[Apr. 22] Class 14: Library Science as a Discipline 

Audunson, R. (2007). Library and information science education-discipline profession, vocation? Journal 

of Education for Library and Information Science 48(2), 94–107.  

Cherry, J.M. et al. (2011). Student perceptions of the information professions and their master’s 

program in information studies. Library and Information Science Research 33(2), 120–131. 

 

[Apr. 29] Class 15:  

Assignment 3 Presentations part 1 

Due Today: Assignment 3 Presentation 

 

[May 6] Class 16: 

Assignment 3 Presentations part 2 

Due Today: Assignment 3 Reflection Paper 

 

Assignments 

 
Assignment 1: Librarian values presentation and paper 

 

The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to explore in depth one aspect of librarian values and 

relate it to your understanding of the profession. Choose one of the ALA core values of librarianship that 

resonates strongly with you. Prepare a 10-minute presentation about the subject. The presentation will 

describe how librarians have managed the subject throughout the history of professional librarianship. 

In other words, it will describe where we are coming from and discuss current trends. Then, write a 

5-page reflection paper that explains why you chose the subject, how you decided what to focus on in 

your presentation, and how learning about the subject has influenced or affected your views of the 

profession.  

Due: Feb. 19,  upload to Slack; class presentation, Feb. 19 or Feb. 26 

 
Assignment 2: Social issue presentation and paper 

In this group project, you are to explore appropriate services to help solve a particular social 

problem. In addition to scouring professional literature and websites for possible approaches, 
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you are to think about what might work well in Hawaii. What would be required to make it 

happen, and how could you measure possible success?  

The emergence and development of public libraries, academic libraries, school library media centers, 

archives, and other information centers are products of historical and social contexts. The purpose of 

this assignment is to help you develop a more nuanced understanding of the social, economic, and 

political issues impacting libraries. In this group project, you are to explore appropriate services to help 

solve a particular social problem. This assignment consists of three deliverables: (1) Giving a group 

presentation (2) Sharing references and resources (3) Writing a reflection paper. 

Due: [March 11], class presentation and reflection paper upload to Slack 

 

Assignment 3: Professional philosophy presentation and paper 

 

e-Portfolio eligible assignment for SLO2: Apply history and ethics to develop a professional LIS identity 

This assignment is a culminating experience to demonstrate your understanding of professional 

values/ethics to deal with a specific issue or problem in libraries or other information institutions. As 

information professionals, we strive to provide various services to meet our users’ information needs in 

accordance with institutional policies and limited resources. Your professional philosophy and values 

also play a key role in collaboratively shaping practices and problem solving. The assignment consists of 

a 10-minute presentation about your philosophical stance on a current issue/problem in a particular 

library. 

There are four steps to complete the project: 1) Create a Scenario; 2) Literature Review; 3) Write 

Reflection Paper; 4) Presentation 

Due: [April 15] Scenario upload to Slack; [April 29] Presentation upload to Slack; [April 29 or May 6] 

Presentation; [May 11] Reflection paper upload to Slack. 
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