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Aloha,  

Please find attached a letter of strong support from the Kapolei Chamber of Commerce regarding the proposed UH West
Oʻahu Film Studio Project for tomorrow’s May 7, 2026 Committee on Institutional Success meeting [Agenda]

Mahalo for your consideration.

Best,
 
Kiran Polk
Executive Director and CEO
Kapolei Chamber of Commerce
C: (808)330-2794
kapoleichamber.com 
Advocacy|Education & Workforce Development
Supporting Business|Economic Development
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May 7, 2026 
 
University of Hawaiʻi 
Committee on Institutional Success 
University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents 
2444 Dole Street  
Honolulu, HI 96822  
 
 
 
RE: Letter of strong support for UH West Oʻahu Film Studio Project 
 
 
Dear Chair Akitake, Vice Chair Miyahira, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 
The Kapolei Chamber advocates for businesses and economic growth in the West Oʻahu region, including Waipahu, 
Kapolei, ʻEwa Beach, Nānākuli, Waiʻanae, and Mākaha, and works to improve the regional and state economic 
climate to help West Oʻahu businesses thrive. We are a member-driven, member-supported organization 
representing businesses of all sizes and industries across our region. 
 
The Kapolei Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the proposed film studio project on University lands 
adjacent to UH West Oʻahu. 
 
This project represents a transformational opportunity for West Oʻahu and for Hawaiʻi’s growing film and 
television industry. The proposed studio campus would create long-term economic benefits through job creation, 
workforce development, private investment, and expanded opportunities for local businesses. 
 
As outlined in the project materials, the proposed development includes sound stages, production facilities, office 
and commercial space, retail, dining, lodging, and live/work environments that together create a dynamic mixed-
use creative campus adjacent to UH West Oʻahu and the Academy for Creative Media. The integration of 
education, workforce training, and industry collaboration is especially important for our region and aligns with the 
Chamber’s continued focus on workforce and economic development. 
 
The timing of this project is especially important. This legislative session, key legislation was advanced to 
strengthen Hawaiʻi’s film industry. With SB 2580 now moving forward to the Governor’s office for signature, 
Hawaiʻi is taking a major step toward strengthening the state’s competitiveness in the global film and television 
industry through enhanced production tax credits. 
 
As Hawaiʻi works to attract more film, television, and streaming productions back to our state, it is essential that 
we also invest in the infrastructure necessary to support that growth. A world-class studio campus in West Oʻahu 
will help ensure Hawaiʻi has the production capacity, facilities, and industry ecosystem needed to fully leverage 
these new opportunities. 
 
The project’s location in West Oʻahu is particularly significant. Situated on approximately 34 acres near the 
Keoneʻae rail station and within one of the fastest growing regions in the state, the development has the potential 
to become a major economic engine for our community while improving access to high-paying career pathways 
for local residents and students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
We are especially encouraged by the project’s emphasis on internships, paid training opportunities, and industry 
partnerships with UH West Oʻahu. Creating direct pathways from education to employment is critical for retaining 
local talent and expanding opportunities for our residents to build careers here at home. 
 
In addition to direct film industry jobs, the economic impact of this project will extend throughout the broader 
West Oʻahu business community, including restaurants, caterers, transportation providers, construction 
companies, equipment suppliers, hotels, retailers, and numerous small businesses that support film and television 
production. 
 
The Kapolei Chamber has consistently supported efforts to strengthen Hawaiʻi’s film industry because of the 
meaningful economic activity it generates across multiple sectors. We believe this project represents an important 
long-term investment in Hawaiʻi’s creative economy and in the future of West Oʻahu. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony and a letter of support for this important initiative. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kiran Polk 
Executive Director & CEO 
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