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Notice of Special Meeting 
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I 

BOARD OF REGENTS  
Board business not completed on this day will be taken up on another day and time 

announced at the conclusion of the meeting. 
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2026 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Place:  University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 

Bachman Hall 
1st Floor Conference Room 106 A/B 
2444 Dole Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822 

See the Board of Regents website to access the live broadcast of the 
meeting and related updates:  www.hawaii.edu/bor 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
I. Call Meeting to Order
II. Public Comment Period for Agenda Items:

All communications from the public to the Board of Regents are welcome and
distributed to all regents.  To enable the Board to conduct its business, public
comment at meetings may only be provided on agenda items noted below.
Individuals who are unable to provide testimony at this time will be allowed an
opportunity to testify when specific agenda items are called.
All comments on agenda items received after posting of this agenda and up to the
end of the meeting will be distributed to the board as testimony.  Written testimony
may be submitted via the board’s website through the testimony link provided on
the Meeting Agendas, Minutes and Materials page.  Testimony may also be
submitted via email at bor.testimony@hawaii.edu, U.S. mail at 2444 Dole Street,
Bachman 103, Honolulu, HI 96822, or facsimile at (808) 956-5156.
Those wishing to provide oral testimony virtually may register here. Individuals
wishing to orally testify virtually are requested to register no later than 7:30 a.m. on
the day of the meeting in order to be accommodated.  Registration for in-person
oral testimony on agenda items will also be provided at the meeting location 15
minutes prior to the meeting.  It is highly recommended that written testimony be
submitted in addition to registering to provide oral testimony.  Oral testimony will be
limited to three (3) minutes per testifier.
This is a remote meeting by interactive conference technology under Section 92-
3.7, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS).  Therefore, the meeting will continue
notwithstanding loss of audiovisual communication with remote testifiers or loss of
the public broadcast of the meeting.
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All written testimony submitted are public documents.  Therefore, any testimony 
that is submitted orally or in writing, electronically or in person, for use in the 
public meeting process is public information and will be posted on the board’s 
website. 

III. Agenda Items 

A.  Adoption of Resolutions Honoring Former Regents: 
1. Joshua Faumuina 
2. William D. Haning III  
3. Wayne Higaki 
4. Diane Paloma 

B. Discussion of Letter From Regent Candidate Advisory Council Dated June 23, 
2026 

C. Election of Officers 
IV. Announcements 

V. Adjournment 
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R E S O L U T I O N  
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26-03 

Honoring University of Hawai‘i Regent 
Joshua Faumuina 

 

WHEREAS, a second-generation Pacific Islander of Samoan ancestry and first-generation 
college graduate grew up in Indianapolis, Indiana, and Bluffton, South Carolina, Joshua 
Faumuina began his journey with the University of Hawai‘i over a decade ago as a Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) major at Kapi‘olani Community College, 
from which he earned an Associate of Science in Natural Science degree with a focus on 
mechanical engineering, an educational journey he would further while at the University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa (UHM), where he obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Classics; and 

WHEREAS, upon completion of his undergraduate studies, Joshua Faumuina continued his 
education at UHM’s William S. Richardson School of Law, where he earned his Juris Doctor in 
May 2026; and 

WHEREAS, Joshua Faumuina also has an affinity for research, a liking he gained through his 
involvement in undergraduate research at both Kapiʻolani Community College and UHM and 
something which he was able to translate into securing funding from the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration to compete in the American Astronautical Society CanSat 
Competition on a team of pre-engineering students who built a mini-satellite; and 

WHEREAS, motivated by his experiences at the University of Hawai‘i and driven by a desire to 
help people, Joshua Faumuina, has engaged in numerous activities to assist those in need, 
including, among other things, mentoring underrepresented minority students pursuing careers in 
STEM fields at the University of Hawai‘i’s community colleges; coordinating several National 
Science Foundation consortium grants supporting the university’s community college campuses 
in close collaboration with UHM; and providing pro bono assistance to small businesses and 
non-profit organizations through the Entrepreneurship and Small Business Clinic at the William 
S. Richardson School of Law; and 

WHEREAS, a passionate advocate for LGBTQ+ individuals and equal rights, Joshua Faumuina 
has co-authored publications with his husband on Japan’s marriage equality cases; spoke on a 
panel centered on that research with then-Acting Chief Justice Sabrina McKenna of the Hawaiʻi 
Supreme Court; partnered with lawyers for LGBT and Allies Network to publish the English 
language translations of district and high court decisions for Japan’s same-sex marriage cases; 
guest-lectured and spoke on this topic for Japanese partner institutions; and conducted field 
research on Japan’s family registry system and its impacts on LGBTQIA+ persons; and 

WHEREAS, in 2024, Governor Josh Green, M.D., appointed Joshua Faumuina as the student 
member of the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents; and 

WHEREAS, during his tenure, Regent Faumuina became the first student regent to serve as an 
officer of the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents when he was elected by his colleagues as 
Second Vice Chair, was a member of the committees on Governance and Student Success, and 
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served on a number of task groups and affiliated organizations; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Regents of the University of 
Hawai‘i extends its heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to Regent Joshua Faumuina for his 
dedicated service, guidance, and invaluable contributions to the University of Hawai‘i and the 
State of Hawai‘i; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Regents wishes Josh a warm mahalo, extends 
to him its aloha and best wishes for continued success and happiness, and expresses its hope that 
he continue to enjoy life outside of the Board of Regents with his husband Brandon. 

Adopted by the Board of Regents 
University of Hawaiʻi  
________________, 2026 
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Honoring University of Hawai‘i Regent 
William F. ‘Bill’ Haning III 

 

WHEREAS, after relocating to Hawai‘i from Sydney, Australia, and graduating from Punahou 
School in Honolulu, Hawai‘i, William F. Haning III, earned an Artium Baccalaureus degree in 
philosophy from the prestigious Princeton University in New Jersey, after which he returned 
home to attend the John A. Burns School of Medicine (JABSOM) at the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa, where he attained his Doctor of Medicine degree as part of the medical school’s first 
graduating class; and 

WHEREAS, from his start in general and emergency medicine to his certification in the specialties 
of psychiatry, addiction psychiatry, and addiction medicine, William F. Haning III has enjoyed an 
illustrious medical career serving in a variety of roles over the course of the past 50 years beginning 
with the United States Navy, working at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland, 
through his tenures as Force Surgeon for United States Marine Forces and Marine Forces Central 
Command in Operation Iraqi Freedom, and as Division Psychiatrist , 4th Marine Division, 
eventually retiring as a captain in 2009, as well as numerous high-level, medical leadership 
positions in both the public and private sectors; and 

WHEREAS, an Emeritus Professor of Psychiatry at JABSOM and consummate believer in 
education and the opportunities it affords to individuals from all walks of life, William F. Haning 
III, has also lent his talents to the university as an educator, clinician, and researcher, serving as 
the Director of Medical Doctorate Programs for the medical school until his retirement, the 
Director of Addiction Psychiatry/Addiction Medicine Residency Training Programs, and the 
Principal Investigator for the Pacific Addiction Research Center; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to his work in the arenas of medicine and education, William F. Haning 
III, has been actively involved in several organizations associated with these fields including as a 
member of the Boards of Directors of both the University of Hawai‘i Alumni Association and 
Pacific Health Research & Education Institute, President of the American Society of Addiction 
Medicine (ASAM), Editor-in-Chief of the ASAM Weekly, and immediate past Chair of the 
Examination Committee, Addiction Psychiatry, American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology; 
and 

WHEREAS, William F. Haning III, has been the recipient of a myriad of accolades and honors 
including his recognition as an ASAM Distinguished Fellow, a Distinguished Life Fellow of the 
American Psychiatric Association (APA), and 2014 Hawai‘i Physician of the Year by the 
Hawai‘i Medical Association; his being awarded the John M. Hardman Award for Mentorship 
from JABSOM, the APA’s Nancy C.A. Roeske Certificate, the Leonard Tow Humanism in 
Medicine Award, Punahou School’s Dr. Charles S. Judd, Jr. Award for humanitarian services, 
the University of Hawai‘i Regents’ Medal for Excellence in Teaching, the Honorable James S. 
Burns Award for Community Service, and the ASAM Annual Award for contributions to the 
field of addiction medicine; and 

WHEREAS, in 2021, Governor David Ige appointed William F. Haning III to the University of 
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Hawai‘i Board of Regents, representing the island of O‘ahu; and 

WHEREAS, while on the Board of Regents of the University of Hawai‘i, William F. Haning III 
served on a number of committees including the committees on Academic and Student Affairs; 
Governance; Independent Audit; Intercollegiate Athletics, for which he served as Chair; Personnel 
Affairs and Board Governance; Research and Innovation, for which he served as Vice-Chair; and 
Student Success, for which he served as Vice-Chair; as well as numerous task groups and affiliated 
organizations; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Regents of the University of 
Hawai‘i extends its heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to Regent William ‘Bill: Haning III for 
his dedicated service, guidance, and invaluable contributions to the University of Hawai‘i and 
the State of Hawai‘i; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Regents wishes Bill a warm mahalo, and 
extends to him its aloha and best wishes for continued success and happiness with his wife 
Libby. 

Adopted by the Board of Regents 
University of Hawaiʻi 
________________, 2026 
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Honoring University of Hawai‘i Regent 
Wayne Higaki 

WHEREAS, born and raised in the classic plantation community of Honoka‘a on the Island of 
Hawai‘i, Wayne Higaki graduated from historic Honoka‘a High School, furthered his educational 
pursuits on the Island of O‘ahu, where he attended both Honolulu Community College, 
graduating from the institution’s carpentry program, as well as Kapi‘olani Community College, 
where he earned an Associates of Science in Radiologic Technology, and went on to become a 
Board Certified Radiation Therapy Technologist via Sutter Community Hospital in Sacramento, 
California; and 

WHEREAS, although he began his career in the healthcare field as a Radiation Oncology 
Technologist at Sutter Community Hospital, Wayne Higaki, through his hard work and 
dedication, would ascend the professional ranks, holding numerous managerial and executive 
leadership positions at Fresno Community Hospital and Medical Center in Fresno, California, 
Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian in Newport Beach, California, and North Hawai‘i 
Community Hospital, an affiliate of the Queen’s Health Systems, in Kamuela, Hawai‘i, 
eventually becoming the Director of Resource Development & Senior Major Gift Officer for the 
Queen’s Health Systems -Hawai‘i Island; and 

WHEREAS, known for his commitment to the community, as well as public service, Wayne 
Higaki has lent his expertise and talents to numerous boards and organizations including the 
Waimea Community Association Board of Directors, Mayor’s Health Sustainability Task Force, 
Statewide Health Coordinating Council, Hawai‘i County Subarea Health Planning Council, 
Hawai‘i Island Healthcare Alliance Steering Committee, Hamakua Health Center Board, 
Certificate of Need Review Panel, Healthcare Association of Hawai‘i, State of Hawai‘i 
Workforce Development Council Board, and Hawai‘i County Workforce Investment Board, to 
name a few; and 

WHEREAS, Wayne Higaki has served one of the longest tenures on the University of Hawai‘i 
Board of Regents, being first appointed by Governor Neil Abercrombie in 2014 to fill a vacancy 
on the Board created by the resignation of a Hawai‘i Island Regent and then by Governor David 
Ige to two, consecutive five-year terms in 2016 and 2021, respectively; and 

WHEREAS, recognized by many for his thoughtful, collaborative, and common-sense approach 
to leadership and problem solving, Wayne Higaki served two terms as Vice-Chair of the Board of 
Regents, as well as on a number of task groups, affiliated organizations, most notably, the Mauna 
Kea Management Board, as well as several committees including the committees on Academic 
and Student Affairs; Budget and Finance for which he served as both Chair and Vice-Chair; 
Governance; Independent Audit, for which he served as both Chair and Vice-Chair; Institutional 
Success; Intercollegiate Athletics; Planning and Facilities, for which he served as Vice-Chair; and 
Research and Innovation; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Regents of the University of 
Hawai‘i extends its heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to Regent Wayne Higaki for his 
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dedicated service, guidance, and invaluable contributions to the University of Hawai‘i and the 
State of Hawai‘i; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, while he will sorely be missed, the Board of Regents 
wishes Wayne a warm mahalo, and extends to him its aloha and best wishes for continued 
success and happiness in the future. 

Adopted by the Board of Regents 
University of Hawaiʻi 
________________, 2026 
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Honoring University of Hawai‘i Regent 
Diane Paloma 

 

WHEREAS, born and raised on the Island of O‘ahu, Diane Paloma, a graduate of Kamehameha 
Schools Kapālama who spent her formative years growing up in the residential community of 
ʻĀina Haina, attended the University of California Los Angeles, where she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Psychological Science, and went on to further her educational pursuits at the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, obtaining a Master of Business Administration degree, and 
Capella University, from which she earned her Doctorate of Philosophy in Healthcare 
Administration; and 

WHEREAS, though she currently serves as the President and Chief Executive Officer of Hawai‘i 
Dental Service, Diane Paloma, has an expansive background in the healthcare arena, holding 
leadership positions at the Hawai‘i Medical Service Association and the Department of Native 
Hawaiian Health at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa’s John A. Burns School of Medicine, as 
well as being the Chief Executive Officer for the King Lunalilo Trust and Home and the Director 
of the Queen’s Health Systems’ Native Hawaiian Health Program, all of which allowed her to 
combine her passion for Native Hawaiian culture with the health and medical fields; and 

WHEREAS, oft recognized as a respected, thoughtful, and trusted leader by the local business 
community and non-profit sector, Diane Paloma has also lent her talents to numerous boards and 
organizations including the Central Pacific Financial Corporation and Central Pacific Bank 
Boards of Directors, the University of Hawai‘i Foundation, the Partners in Development 
Foundation and Child & Family Service, the Honolulu County Commission on the Status of 
Women, the Asian and Pacific Islander American Health Forum, the Hui Mauli Ola Cultural 
Health Practitioners Association, the Bishop Museum Advisory Council, the Hawai‘i Business 
Roundtable, and the Friends of ‘Iolani Palace, among many others; and 

WHEREAS, Diane Paloma has been the recipient of a multitude of accolades and honors 
including her being named as the ‘alaka‘i for Ka Pā Hula O Ka Lei Lehua, a 2016 Pacific 
Century Fellow, and 2022 Omidyar Fellow, her recognition as a Woman of Distinction by the 
Girl Scouts of America, her receipt of the Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce ʻŌʻō Award 
and American Lung Association Outstanding Mother Award, and her induction into the 
University of Hawai‘i Shidler College of Business Hall of Honor; and 

WHEREAS, despite her numerous accomplishments Diane Paloma remains grounded in 
Hawai‘i, tradition, and family, which is both her foundation and source of strength, and 
continues to be shaped by kuleana, faith, and the rhythm of hula, a lifelong endeavor she still 
takes part, in practicing with her hālau each Sunday without fail; and  

WHEREAS, in 2021, Governor David Ige appointed Diane Paloma to the University of Hawai‘i 
Board of Regents, representing the island of O‘ahu; and 

WHEREAS, while on the Board of Regents of the University of Hawai‘i, Diane Paloma served on 
a number of committees including the committees on Budget and Finance, for which she served as 
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Chair; Independent Audit; Institutional Success; Kuleana, for which she served as Chair; Planning 
and Facilities, for which she served as Vice-Chair; and Student Success; as well as numerous task 
groups and affiliated organizations; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Regents of the University of 
Hawai‘i extends its heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to Regent Diane Paloma for her 
dedicated service, guidance, and invaluable contributions to the University of Hawai‘i and the 
State of Hawai‘i; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Regents wishes Diane a warm mahalo, 
and extends to her its aloha and best wishes for continued success and happiness with her 
husband, Jason, and their three daughters. 

Adopted by the Board of Regents 
University of Hawaiʻi 
________________, 2026 
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University of Hawai'i 

Candidate Advisory Council 

Brigitte Yoshino, Chair 
Lance Wilhelm, Vice Chair 

Blair Odo, Secretary 
Jeffrey Acido, Member 

Amy Agbayani, Member 
Amy Hennessey, Member 
Dale Nishikawa, Member 

 
June 23, 2026 

 
Gabriel Lee, Chair 
Board of Regents 
University of Hawai‘i 
2444 Dole Street, Bachman 103 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 
 
Dear Chair Lee. 

As a reminder, the Candidate Advisory Council (CAC) of the University of Hawai‘i 
Board of Regents is a nonpartisan, independent entity statutorily charged with developing 
and implementing a fair and independent procedure for evaluating candidates to serve on 
the University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents (Board).  As such, sitting regents should refrain 
from directly contacting individual members of the CAC during an active selection process 
to avoid any appearance of impropriety or undue influence.   

Any correspondence with the CAC, or its individual members, should be done through 
the Chair of the CAC, or in the alternative, through the Board’s Executive Assistant, who 
also serves as the administrator for the CAC.  The Executive Assistant can then forward 
the communication, inquiry, or other request to the Chair of the CAC for further action. 

I appreciate your attention to this matter and request you forward this information to all 
members of the Board. 

If you have any questions, please call 956-8213 or email at borapp@hawaii.edu. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Brigitte Yoshino, Chair 
Candidate Advisory Council 
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Item III.C.
Election of Officers

NO MATERIALS 
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