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MINUTES
SPECIAL BOARD OF REGENTS MEETING
MAY 7, 2026

The minutes were taken from the audiovisual digital recording of the May 7, 2026,
special meeting and summarize each agenda topic followed by a timestamp which points
to the approximate time in the recording when the discussion occurred. In accordance
with Section 92-9, Hawai'‘i Revised Statutes (HRS), a board may choose to use
recordings, with the addition of a written summary, as its recorded minutes. The full
video recording of this meeting may be viewed at the Board of Regents website as
follows:

Meeting Recording

. CALL TO ORDER [00:00:14 — 00:00:44]

Chair Lee called the meeting to order at 12:47 p.m. on Thursday, May 7, 2026, at the
University of Hawai‘i (UH) at Manoa, Bachman Hall, 15t Floor Conference Room 106A/B,
2444 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, 96822, with regents participating from various
locations.

Quorum (9): Chair Gabriel Lee; Vice-Chairs Michael Miyahira and Joshua Faumuina;
and Regents Neil Abercrombie, Lauren Akitake, William Haning, Wayne Higaki, Laurel
Loo, and Diane Paloma.

Board Members Excused (1): Regent Laurie Tochiki

Others in attendance: President Wendy Hensel; Vice President (VP) for Legal
Affairs/lUH General Counsel Carrie Okinaga; VP for Information Technology/Chief
Information Office Garret Yoshimi; Interim VP for Research and Innovation Chad Walton;
UH-Hilo Chancellor Bonnie Irwin; Interim UH-Manoa Provost Vasillis Syrmos; Executive
Administrator and Secretary of the Board of Regents (Board Secretary) Yvonne Lau; and
others as noted.

. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD [00:00:44 — 00:00:54]

Board Secretary Lau stated the Board Office did not receive any written testimony and
no one signed up to provide oral testimony.

lll. AGENDA ITEMS [00:00:54 — 00:13:18]

A. Approval for the University of Hawai‘i to Enter Into a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with the Mauna Kea Stewardship and Oversight Authority
(MKSOA) Regarding Operational Services Transition Package [00:00:54 —
00:13:18]

Dr. Greg Chun, Executive Director of the Center for Maunakea Stewardship (CMS),
presented information on the administration’s request for the University of Hawai'‘i to
enter into a MOA with MKSOA regarding an operational services transition package as
outlined in the memorandum contained within the materials packet. Among other things,
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he briefly touched upon the purpose of the MOA,; provided background information on, in
addition to the reasons behind, the development of the MOA; spoke about CMS’s budget
in relation to the MOA, noting some of the fiscal impacts the agency is currently
experiencing, as well as the anticipated cost-sharing benefits of the agreement; and
reviewed and reiterated the administration’s recommendation for this agenda item.

Regent Loo left at 12:58 p.m.

In response to questions raised by Regent Abercrombie, Dr. Chun stated the MOA is
for a term of approximately 14 months with an option to extend by mutual agreement of
the parties. He also stated the funds being provided by MKSOA to the university are via
appropriations it is receiving from the State and is expected to be sufficient for this
purpose.

Regent Abercrombie shared his concerns with respect to MKSOA, which include
apprehensions about the fiscal stability of the entity, and engaged in a brief discussion
with Dr. Chun about these concerns.

Vice-Chair Miyahira pointed out his, Regent Higaki’'s, and Dr. Chun’s regular
attendance at MKSOA and Mauna Kea Management Board meetings saying a lot of
eyes are monitoring the situation.

Regent Higaki commended Dr. Chun for his leadership and work on this matter.

Vice-Chair Miyahira moved to approve the administration’s request to enter into an
MOA with MKSOA, seconded by Regent Higaki, and noting the excused absences of
Regents Loo, Paloma, and Tochiki, the motion carried with all members present voting in
the affirmative.

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public) [00:713:18 — 00:36:38]

First Vice-Chair Miyahira moved to convene into executive session to discuss the
executive session item as listed on the agenda, seconded by Second Vice-Chair
Faumuina, and noting the excused absences of Regents Loo, Paloma, and Tochiki, and
with all members present voting in the affirmative, the board approved convening in
executive session to consult with the board’s attorneys on questions and issues
pertaining to the board’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities, pursuant
to Section 92-5(a)(4), HRS.

The meeting recessed at 1:01 p.m.

Chair Lee called the meeting back to order at 1:23 p.m. saying the board met in
executive session to consult with general counsel on the possible settlement of a civil
action as noted on the agenda.

V. AGENDA ITEMS (continued) [00:36:38 — 00:37:34]

A. Approval of Settlement of Civil Action entitled, Frank V. Coluccio
Construction Company, Inc., et al., v. University of Hawai‘i, et al.; Civil No.
1CCV-24-0000219
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First Vice-Chair Miyahira moved to approve the settlement of civil action entitled,
Frank V. Coluccio Construction Company, Inc., et al, v University of Hawai'i, et al.; Civil
No. 1CCV-24-0000219, seconded by Second Vice-Chair Faumuina, and noting the
excused absences of Regents Higaki, Loo, and Tochiki, the motion carried with all
members present voting in the affirmative.

VI. ADJOURNMENT [00:37:34 — 00:37:42]

There being no further business, Chair Lee adjourned the meeting at 1:25 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
IS/

Yvonne Lau
Executive Administrator and Secretary of
the Board of Regents
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