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MINUTES 

SPECIAL BOARD OF REGENTS MEETING 

JUNE 4, 2026 

The minutes were taken from the audiovisual digital recording of the June 4, 2026, special 
meeting and summarize each agenda topic followed by a timestamp which points to the 
approximate time in the recording when the discussion occurred.  In accordance with 
Section 92-9, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS), a board may choose to use recordings, 
with the addition of a written summary, as its recorded minutes.  The full video recording 
of this meeting may be viewed at the Board of Regents website as follows: 

Meeting Recording 

I. CALL TO ORDER [00:00:14 – 00:00:42] 

Chair Lee called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. on Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, Bachman Hall, 1st Floor Conference Room 106A/B, 2444 
Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822, with regents participating from various locations. 

Quorum (10):  Chair Gabriel Lee; Vice-Chairs Michael Miyahira and Joshua 
Faumuina; and Regents Neil Abercrombie, Lauren Akitake, William Haning, Wayne 
Higaki, Laurel Loo, Diane Paloma, and Laurie Tochiki. 

Others in attendance:  President Wendy Hensel; Vice President (VP) for Information 
Technology/Chief Information Officer Bradley Christ; VP for Academic Strategy Debora 
Halbert; VP for Legal Affairs/UH General Counsel Carrie Okinaga; Interim VP for 
Research and Innovation Chad Walton; UH-Hilo Chancellor Bonnie Irwin; Interim UH 
West O‘ahu Chancellor Carlos Peñaloza; Interim UH-Mānoa Chancellor Vasillis Syrmos; 
Executive Administrator and Secretary of the Board of Regents (Board Secretary) 
Yvonne Lau; and others as noted. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD [00:00:42 – 00:08:48; 00:09:04 – 00:10:24; 00:23:12 
– 00:26:24] 

Board Secretary Lau stated the Board Office received written testimony from Randy 
Pereira, Sarita Rai, Mark Yap, and Jill Nunokawa on Agenda Item IV.A, regarding the 
appointment of Dr. Vassilis Syrmos as UHM Chancellor.  Ms. Rai, Mr. Yap, and Ms. 
Nunokawa also offered oral remarks on this same subject matter. 

Dr. Kaiwipunikauikawēkiu "Punihei" Lipe, provided written testimony on Agenda Item 
IV.B., regarding the appointment of Dr. Jennifer Noelani Goodyear Kaʻōpua as interim 
Director of Hawaiʻi Papa O Ke Ao.  Kawehi Goto verbalized the aforementioned written 
remarks into the record. 

Written testimony may be viewed at the Board of Regents website as follows: 

Written Testimony Received 

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public) [00:08:48 – 00:09:04] 

 
 

https://kahawai.hawaii.edu/zoom/basic/meeting/?m=ox5Im200Sd2%2Bs41i9%2F09tQ%3D%3D&rs=2026-06-04+11%3A15%3A11&t=shared_screen_with_speaker_view(CC)
https://www.hawaii.edu/offices/bor/regular/testimony/202606041115/Written_Testimony_and_Written_Comments_DTS_2962.pdf
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Chair Lee inquired as to whether there was a desire among regents to enter into an 
executive session.  Hearing none, he announced the board would proceed on to Agenda 
Item IV.A. 

IV. AGENDA ITEMS (continued) [00:10:24 – 00:31:52] 

A. Request for the Appointment of Dr. Vassilis Syrmos, Interim Provost, UHM, as 
Chancellor, UHM [00:10:24 – 00:23:12] 

Regent Higaki moved to approve President Hensel’s request to appoint Dr. Vassilis 
Syrmos as Chancellor of UHM, and the motion was seconded by Regent Loo. 

President Hensel shared a little about the impetus for this action; articulated the 
extensive process used to make this selection, emphasizing its openness and 
comprehensiveness; and spoke briefly about the qualities possessed by Dr. Syrmos 
which she believed made him the best choice among a pool of very talented applicants 
to serve as the next UHM Chancellor. 

A number of regents shared their thoughts on, and support for, the selection of Dr. 
Syrmos to serve as the next UHM Chancellor.  Several regents also offered their 
opinions on the search process itself praising President Hensel and her administration 
for carrying it out in an extremely thorough, open, and consultative manner. 

There having been motion that was moved and seconded, a roll call vote was taken 
and the motion carried with all members present voting in the affirmative. 

Regent Abercrombie left at 11:43 a.m. 

B. Appointment of Dr. Jennifer Noelani Goodyear Kaʻōpua, Professor, as Interim 
Academic Program Officer (Director of Hawaiʻi Papa O Ke Ao), University of 
Hawaiʻi System/Mānoa [00:26:24 – 00:31:52] 

Regent Paloma expressed her thanks for Dr. Goodyear Kaʻōpua’s willingness to 
accept this position and take on this role, spoke briefly about the importance of consistent 
and continuous leadership, acknowledged the work of her predecessor Dr. Lipe, and 
moved to approve the appointment as requested by the administration.  The motion was 
seconded by Regent Tochiki. 

President Hensel stated she was looking forward to working with Dr. Goodyear Kaʻōpua 
as she steps into this new role and mentioned the support received by both the Pūko‘a 
Council and Dr. Lipe, former Director of Hawai‘i Papa O Ke Ao, for this appointment. 

There having been a motion that was moved and seconded, a roll call vote was taken 
and noting the excuse absence of Regent Abercrombie, the motion carried with all 
members present voting in the affirmative. 

Chair Lee mentioned a technical correction to the effective date of Dr Goodyear 
Kaʻōpua’s appointment, as noted in Attachment A1, and stated the next board meeting 
would take place on July 2, 2026, at UHM. 

V. ADJOURNMENT [00:31:52 – 00:32:00] 
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There being no further business, Chair Lee adjourned the meeting at 11:47 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/S/ 

Yvonne Lau 
Executive Administrator and Secretary of 

the Board of Regents 
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