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MINUTES 

SPECIAL BOARD OF REGENTS MEETING 

JULY 2, 2026 

The minutes were taken from the audiovisual digital recording of the July 2, 2026, special 
meeting and summarize each agenda topic followed by a timestamp which points to the 
approximate time in the recording when the discussion occurred.  In accordance with 
Section 92-9, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS), a board may choose to use recordings, 
with the addition of a written summary, as its recorded minutes.  The full video recording 
of this meeting may be viewed at the Board of Regents website as follows: 

Meeting Recording 

I. CALL TO ORDER [00:00:10 – 00:00:38] 

Chair Lee called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday July 2, 2026, at the 
University of Hawai‘i (UH) at Mānoa, Bachman Hall, 1st Floor Conference Room 106A/B, 
2444 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, 96822. 

Quorum (11):  Chair Gabriel Lee; Vice-Chair Michael Miyahira; and Regents Lauren 
Akitake, Neil Abercrombie, Keith Amemiya, Makai Freitas, Eric Gee, Marie Laderta, 
Laurel Loo, Lauri Tochiki, and Keola Whittaker. 

Others in attendance:  President Wendy Hensel; Vice President (VP) for Information 
Technology/Chief Information Office Bradley Christ; VP for Legal Affairs/UH General 
Counsel Carrie Okinaga; VP for Budget and Finance/Chief Financial Officer Luis 
Salaveria; Interim VP for UH Community Colleges Lui Hokoana; Interim VP for Research 
and Innovation Chad Walton; UH-Hilo Chancellor Bonnie Irwin; Interim UH West O‘ahu 
Chancellor Carlos Peñaloza; UH-Mānoa Chancellor Vasillis Syrmos; Executive 
Administrator and Secretary of the Board of Regents (Board Secretary) Yvonne Lau; and 
others as noted. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD [00:00:38 – 00:00:48] 

Board Secretary Lau announced that the Board Office did not receive written 
testimony and no one signed up to provide oral testimony. 

III. AGENDA ITEMS [00:00:48 – 01:46:12] 

A. Adoption of Resolutions Honoring Former Regents: [00:00:48 – 00:58:46] 

1. Joshua Faumuina 

2. William D. Haning III 

3. Wayne Higaki 

4. Diane Paloma 
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Chair Lee requested Board Secretary Lau to read resolutions honoring former 
regents Joshua Faumuina, William D. Haning III, Wayne Higaki, and Diane Paloma into 
the record. 

Several regents thanked and praised Regents Faumuina, Haning, Higaki, and 
Paloma for their service, commitment, and contributions to the university and the board. 

Vice-Chair Miyahira moved to adopt the resolution honoring University of Hawai‘i 
Regent Joshua Faumuina, seconded by Regent Loo, and the motion carried with all 
members present voting in the affirmative. 

Regent Abercrombie moved to adopt the resolution honoring University of Hawai‘i 
Regent William Haning, seconded by Vice-Chair Miyahira, and the motion carried with all 
members present voting in the affirmative. 

Regent Abercrombie moved to adopt the resolution honoring University of Hawai‘i 
Regent Wayne Higaki, seconded by Regent Akitake, and the motion carried with all 
members present voting in the affirmative. 

Vice-Chair Miyahira moved to adopt the resolution honoring University of Hawai‘i 
Regent Diane Paloma, seconded by Regent Loo, and the motion carried with all 
members present voting in the affirmative. 

Regents Faumuina, Haning, and Paloma reflected upon their time on the board, 
expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to serve on the board, praised and thanked 
board staff for their hard work, conveyed their appreciation to the board members they 
served with, and offered some parting thoughts and advice to their fellow regents. 

B. Discussion of Letter From Regent Candidate Advisory Council (RCAC) Dated 
June 23, 2026 [00:58:46 – 01:21:24] 

Chair Lee offered his explanation for the board’s receipt of the letter from the RCAC 
contained within the materials packet. 

Regent Tochiki shared her thoughts on the actions prompting communication from 
the RCAC via the abovementioned letter, as well as information received in response to 
inquiries she made to Chair Lee about the matter, stressing the need for this situation to 
be taken seriously. 

Regent Loo thanked Regent Tochiki for her comments saying she held similar 
concerns and communicated her belief in the need for the board and individual regents 
to hold themselves to the highest level of excellence and integrity. 

Noting the discussion on this agenda item revolved around his candidacy for a seat 
on the board, Regent Whittaker assured regents his references were not current regents 
or elected officials. 

Regent Abercrombie stated, as apologies were already tendered by Chair Lee and 
the issue principally revolved around timing of communications with the RCAC, he 
believed they should dispense with this matter and move on to its leadership elections. 
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As one of the newly appointed and confirmed members of the board, Regent Laderta 
offered brief commentary on the situation as she understood it, acknowledging the limits 
of her knowledge. 

C. Election of Officers [01:21:24 – 01:46:12] 

Chair Lee requested Board Secretary Lau to conduct the election of officers. 

Board Secretary Lau went over the process being used for the election of officers.  
She then began the elections by opening the nominations for chair of the Board.  Regent 
Loo nominated Vice-Chair Miyahira to serve as the chair of the board and gave her 
rationale for making this nomination.  Board Secretary Lau asked if there were any further 
nominations.  Chair Lee nominated Regent Akitake to serve as the chair of the board.  
Board Secretary Lau asked in if there were any other nominations, and with none being 
made, she declared the nominations closed. 

Regent Tochiki expressed her support for Vice-Chair Miyahira’s nomination as board 
chair and spoke about the reasons as to why she did not support the nomination of 
Regent Akitake to serve in this role. 

Vice-Chair Miyahira and Regent Akitake offered remarks in support of their respective 
nominations to serve as board chair. 

Regents Gee, Laderta, and Whittaker shared their thoughts on the two candidates. 

Chair Lee reiterated earlier remarks he made about the situation revolving around 
communications with the RCAC. 

There having been nominations made, a roll call vote was conducted and with seven 
members present voting for Regent Akitake, and four members present voting for Vice-
Chair Miyahira, Board Secretary Lau announced the election of Regent Akitake as chair 
for the 2026-2027 academic year. 

Board Secretary Lau noted the Board Bylaws provide for up to two vice-chairs to 
serve on the board.  Regent Amemiya moved for the election of two vice-chairs for the 
2026–2027 academic year, seconded by Regent Abercrombie.  A roll call vote was 
conducted and the motion carried with all 11 members present voting in the affirmative.  
She then proceeded with the election of the first vice-chair and opened the floor for 
nominations.  Regent Akitake nominated Chair Lee for the position of first vice-chair.  
Board Secretary Lau asked if there were any further nominations.  Regent Tochiki 
nominated Regent Miyahira for the position of first vice-chair.  Board Secretary Lau 
asked if there were any further nominations, and with none being made she declared the 
nominations closed.  A roll call vote was conducted and with seven members present 
voting for Chair Lee and four members present voting for Vice-Chair Miyahira, Board 
Secretary Lau announced the election of Chair Lee as first vice-chair for the 2026-2027 
academic year. 

Board Secretary Lau moved forward with the election of the second vice-chair and 
opened the floor for nominations.  Regent Abercrombie nominated Regent Amemiya for 
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the position of second vice-chair.  Board Secretary Lau asked if there were any further 
nominations.  Regent Loo nominated Vice-Chair Miyahira for the position of second vice-
chair.  Board Secretary Lau asked if there were any other nominations, and with none 
being made, she declared the nominations closed.  A roll call vote was conducted and 
with eight members present voting for Regent Amemiya and three members present 
voting for Vice-Chair Miyahira, Board Secretary Lau announced the election of Regent 
Amemiya as second vice-chair for the 2026-2027 academic year. 

Regent Akitake provided remarks about her selection as board chair. 

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS [01:46:12 – 01:46:56] 

Chair Lee announced that the next board meeting was scheduled for July 16, 2026, 
at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. 

V. ADJOURNMENT [01:46:56 – 01:47:04] 

There being no further business, Chair Lee adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/S/ 

Yvonne Lau 
Executive Administrator and Secretary of 

the Board of Regents 
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